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AMERICAN INDIANS OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 

INTRODUCTION 
The native peoples of the southeastern U nited States 
have often been negleeted or ignored in popular 
imagery ofthe North American Indian, yet they were 
prominent in the early history ofthe eontinent, being 
caught in the web of eolonial intrigue between Great 
Britain, F rance and Spain. Tragieally, the eoastal 
tribes diminished rapidly through the introduetion 
of European diseases eontraeted from the early 
expeditions of white explorers and Spanish missions. 
The interior trans-Appalaehian south was the home 
of (arger tribes, who had beeome involved in the 
mercantile activities of white traders, and the 
exchange of deer hides for European technology, 
including guns, meta( objects and domestic animals, 
saw the development of several important culturally 
hybrid communities. 

T he southeastern people were the deseendants 
of aneient prehistorie Indian cultures, and were 
probably on the decline when first known to 
Europeans. D espite being poorly reported in popular 
histories, they have been weil deseribed by several 
early European traders and by a number of well
known American ethnologists, including James 
Mooney and John R. Swanton , who collected and 
recorded details of surviving native culture in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. T he white man's 
expanding plantation soeiety and the tragie removal 
of the Indian population to Indian Territory saw the 
end of this farming, hunting and trading culture. 

Photography developed too late to catch out
standing images of native culture, so our plates are 
partly dependent upon the vvork of early artists, 
descriptions by white explorers and traders, and the 
remains of material eulture in our museums. 

Prehistorie native people of eastern North 
Ameriea 

At least 15,000 years ago small bands of Stone Age 
hunters ventured into the wilderness we now know as 

orth Ameriea, then eovered by thousands of square 
miles of iee hundreds of feet thick as far south as the 
present Great Lakes. To the south, beyond the iee
line in the eastern United States, pine, hernloek, oak, 
ehestnur and hickory flourished in a cooler and 
damper climate than today. T here lived large game 
animals- mammoths, mastodons, horses, camels and 
Iee Age bison - all of which became extinct. 

lt seems that these Iee Age hunters had spread 
from the Old World- from Asia to Alaska, Canada, 
and then further south. These were the Stone Age 
Paleo-lndians. They may have been a pre-Mongoloid 
race, and they have left us distinetive eutting tools 
with grooves and flutes that have been classified as 
Folsom and Clovis from modern place names in New 
Mexieo where paleolithic sites have been found. 
The Clovis-type spear- points are the type most 
commonly found by archaeologists in the eastern 
United States, but organic materials suitable for 
radio-carbon dating are often lacking in Iee Age sites, 
so information about these hunters is meagre, and the 
date or occupation of sites and the age of man in the 

ew World is a matter of some debate. Some scien
tists put the date of the appearance of man in orth 
America beyond 20,000 years ago. 

The Paleo-Indian period seems to have come to 
an end about 6,000 years ago. By this time the 
glaciers had melted away, leaving the great rivers 
and lakes we know to<;fay. T he big game animals too, 
gradually disappeared . In the eastern half of the 
continent the forests grew thick, and the changing 
environment of the early post-glacial period saw the 
arrival of a Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age) people 
characterised by the use of plant foods, nuts, fruit 
and shellfish . T hey had ehipped weapons and hunt
ing implements of flint or similar stone, which were 
made with greater precision; they used spear 
throwers, fish hooks and bone awls, had woven fabrics, 
shell ornaments and beads, pounded copper in flat 
sheets, ground seeds, and used dogs for work and for 
rituals. This period is known as the Arehaie period. 

Arehaie sites of as late as around 1000 BC are 
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found throughout the east of the country. The 
Arehaie pcriod overlapped sevcral periods of cultural 
dc,·clopment callcd Latc Archaic, Transitional and 
Early Woodland. Thc Earl y Woodland peoplc, on 
the eYidence of skcletal remains, looked similar to the 
Arehaie people and were Mongoloid in appearanee; 
as yet the only clear eriterion for distinguishing Late 
Arehaie cultures from Early vVoodland is the pres
enee of ceramies in the later arehaeological sites. 
During the Early Woodland period mortuary cere
monialism seems to have developed, with cremation 
burial mounds of earth in (at first) small conieal and 
(later) huge effigy forms. Various loea l cultures 
have been defined (known as a Complex, Phase or 
Aspect), eaeh with its own ceramies of clay or 
steatite, Red Oehre, O ld Copper and Adena from 
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around 1000 BC are the better known phases of these 
eultures. 

The Adenas builders of the famous Serpent 
Mound of Ohio were a tall people with !arge round 
skulls, different from the Paleo and the longheaded 
early-Arehaie Indian. This has Iee! some archaeolo
gists to believe they may have been immigrants from 
Mexico, and may have brough t with them the begin
nings of agrieulture. There is little doubt that maize, 
beans and squash came to the Ameriean mid west, 
along with the art of their cultivation and assoeiated 
myths, from the south, via the G ilmore Corridor in 
T exas and other routes. Pottery designs are also 
similar to those on Mexiean stone earvings. 



T hese late Arehaie periods climaxed with the 
Hopewell eulture of around 300 BC. This was the 
so-callcd Middle Woodland period , and saw the 
development of maize (Indian eorn) agrieulture, 
whieh had spread into the Ohio Valley indireetly 
from M idclle Ameriea. The Hopewell peoplc built 
thc most impressive burial mouncls of the New 
vVorld : earth embankments formecl enclosures in 
whieh burial mounds were arranged . The dominant 
theme in their eulture was the preparation for death, 
and rieh treasures were eonsigned to tombs over whieh 
great earthen mounds were built as everlasting monu
ments. Ornaments, pipes, tools, weapons, polished 
stone, miea and eord impressed, eorn and mortuary 
vessels have been reeovered from H opewell sites. 
From its eentre in O hio Hopewcll eultural influenee 
spread as far as F lorida - and as far west as Oklahoma. 
T his has been viewed as a clevelopmental peak, and 
later Woodland eulrures appear to have been in 
decline. Hopewell eulture disappeared about AD 700. 

T he L ate Woodland period is ealled 'Mississip
pian', from the valley where its development oe
curred. Probably inspired by new ideas from Mexieo, 
the tlississippian people eonstrueted large flat
topped earth pyramids, whieh served as platforms for 
temples, and buildings with thatehed roofs. T he 
Temple Mound eulture, with its eomplex fa rming, 
ceremonial arts and erafts and the religious aetivities 
(called the Southern Death Cult or Buzzard Cult) 
spread throughout the east and south. The basie 
foods were eorn, beans, squash and a variety of 
nuts, seeds and berries, supplemented by elk, bear , 
raccoon, molluses and turkey. The M ississippian 
culture appeared about AD 700 and lasted, although 
in decline, until the arrival of the earliest European 
explorers. The M ississippians' best known sites are 
Cahokia, Aztalan, Fort Aneient (also previously a 
Hopewell site), in the south, Etowah and Oemulgee, 
and in the west, Spiro, Oklahoma. Both the 
Hopewell Burial Mound peoples and the later 
Mississippian Temple Mound peoples had intense 
trading links and routes throughout eastern orth 
Ameriea, whieh faeilitated the spread of the trap
pings of their eultures: elaborate ornaments, pipes, 
tools, weapons and vessels. 

Mississippian towns were usually established on 
an island or near a river. A plaza was laid out, with 
several houses and temples enclosed by a pali sade. 

Dwellings were eonstrueted of long saplin gs set up
right in trenehes, and the roof framcwork was woven 
like a huge basket. The exterior surfaecs of the walls 
were lathed with cane and plastered with clay. Tem
ples seem to have been built over demolished or 
outworn eouncil chambers: the fl at- topped pyramids 
beeoming the foundation for the temples. E lsevvhcre, 
entire hilltops were levelled off and tcrraced to ereate 
plazas, with temple mounds built on top. T hese 
traditions and builcling aetivities reflect Central 
American influences, although the architeetural re
sults were more primitive. In some areas tcmple
mound building beeame assoeiatecl with the Dcath 
Cult or Buzzard Cult, so ealled because those who 
praetised it were preoeeupied with death . A great 
prolifcration of skilfull y made grave goods aeeompa
nied the spread of the eult - copper plaqucs, ear 
spools, axes, pottery and shell - all engraved with 
intrieate symbolie designs. H uman saerifiee was also 
praetised, another trait that was probably of Meso
American origin. 

With dramatie suddenness mound building 
ceased and the whole culture assoeiated with it 
waned . Perhaps the shock of European in vasion 
spread panic and sealed the fate of a eulture alrcady 
in decline. T he historic Indi an peoples who sue
eeeded the Mississippians, when questioned about 
their mound-building aneestors, seemed to know 
litt le of their predeeessors, although cultural t raits 
clearly did survive. The annual rekindling of the 
sacred fire, an earthly symbol of the S un, eolour 
symbolism and the Puskita or Busk (a kind of ew 
Year or world renewal eelebration whieh took plaee 
when the corn ripened) were all deseended from the 
T emple Mound culture. 

The atchez people were probably the only tribe 
to have survived to the 17th eentury with a form of 
M ississippian eulture largely intaet and to have been 
seen by E uropeans. They were ruled by a living 
deity, the Great Sun, who lived in a structure on top 
of a pyramid earth mound in the tribc's primary 
village. His residenee was burned at his death, and 
the mound was then made bigger and a new resi
dence for his suceessor built direetly on top of it. The 
temple mound was built adjaeent to the Great S un 's 
house. T he temple itself, a strueture of eypress 
logs, was divided into two rooms; one housed the 
eternal fire, the other the remains of the Great Sun's 
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predecessor in a cane coffin. T he Great Sun's mother 
was White Woman, the direct descendant of the 
original Great Sun . She lived luxuriously, was 
carried on a litter, wore magnificent feather cloaks 
and ate the finest foods. Her first-born son became 
the future Great Sun, and her first daughter the next 
W hite Woman. At her death her husband - a com
moner - and a number of other men and women were 
executed to accompany her to the spirit world. 

Om knowledge of prehistoric ceremonial dress 
comes from scenes engraved on shell gorgets that were 
worn or hung around the neck. They were recovered 
from archaeological sites such as Spiro (Oklahoma) 
and Etowah (Georgia) and display engraved designs 
depicting dancers and conventionalised rattlesnake 
and bird designs. Spiro figures are often stiffer than 
those of Etowah; faces show the so-called 'weeping 
eye' design seen on masks. Copper, also used as a 
medium for ceremonial art, seems to have been traded 
in from the north, perhaps via the Caddoan peoples, 
and was made into ceremonial plaques ofthin sheets. 
Designs depicting eagle and buzzard costumed 
dancers were made by cutting and indenting. Earlier, 
the Hopewell peoples of the Ohio country had ham
mered copper into !arge ornaments in the shape of 
snake heads, birds and double-headed birds. The 
southeastern people also produced impressive stone 
car vings of human figures, tubular pipes in the forms 
of birds and animals, and great stone effigy pipes. A 
small group of wooden sculptures recovered from the 
Marco Island site in Florida are also remarkable, 
possibly the work of the Calusa people, adding to the 
diverse ceremonial art of the region. 

Tribes of the southeast 

European contact with the tribes began with the 
Spanish explorers, notably the expedition of 
H ernando de Soto during 1539-43. H e and his 700 
troops proved to be the angel of death for the native 

Tobacco pouch, Creek, 
Georgia 18th century, 
made fi·om a n alligator's 
Foot. (Courtesy Saffi·on 
Walden 1\tfuseum, UK) 
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peoples: they brought disease, disrupted Indian life, 
enslaved numbers of people and were a drain on food 
resources. T he Spanish moved from Tampa Bay, 
Florida, northwards, advancing up the Savannah 
River in present-day Georgia, where he made pris
oner the 'queen' of a town called Cofitachiqui. De 
Soto then seems to have passed through territory of 
the Sara (Cherarv) tribe, and crossed the Blue Ridge 
into Cherokee territory in his search for gold. After 
four years of wandering - to the Great Plains and 
back to the Mississippi River - De Soto died, and his 
body was consigned to that great river . Only 300 of 
hisoriginal army arrived in Mexico in 1543. 

The effects of Spanish activity and French 
Huguenot colonies (South Carolina in 1561 and 
Florida in 1562, subsequently taken over by the 
Spanish) and their establishment of missions such as 
St. Augustine, F lorida, and Juan Pardo's expedition 
of 1567 - which probably reached the Iimits of 
Cherokee country - began a decline of the native 
population, particularly among the tribes in close 
contact with the new arrivals. A total population of 
perhaps half a million had been reduced to halfthat 
number by the 17th century. 

Ethnologists and linguists have divided the 
tribes that survived the initial European impact into 
13 sub-groups, largely based on language affiliation. 
Reference to the map for the smaller tribes within 
each section should be made, as they are too numer
ous tobe listed individually. 

1. Algonkia ns 
The Algonkian tribes ofVirginia and North Carolina 
are related to the tribes to the north. The PonJhatans 
were a confederacy in the Tidewater a rea of present
day Virginia, along the James, York and 
Rappahannock rivers. They were so named from 
their great chieftain, Powhatan, at the time of the 
English Settlement at Jamestown in 1607. T he 



Pomhatans were engaged in two tragic wars with 
colonists - in 1622 and 1644 - vvhich largely 
destroyed them. A few descendants still exist today. 
A second group, of several tribes of Algonkians, who 
are famous for their connection with the early 
English colony on Roanoke Island, North Carolina, 
in 1585- 87, were recorded in the paintings of John 
White. The largest groups were the Weapemeoc and 
ChanJmwke, now extinct. For a number of years, a 
band of the Algonkian Shawnee Jjved on the Savan
nah Ri ver. 

2. L·oquoians 
There were two groups of these people, relatives of 
the lroquois who had separated from their northern 
kinsmen perhaps 700 years ago. T here were smaii 
tribes in Virginia, the Nottaway and the ivleherrin , 
and a )arger body, the Tusw rora, on the Roanoke, 
Neuse, Tar and Parnlico ri vers of orth Carolina. 
The Tuscarora fo ught two wars against the English 
colonists of orth Carolina between 1711 and 1713. 
Chief H encock rebelled against the colonists for the 
enslavement of Indians and encroachment on their 
Iands and captured the explorer , John Lawson and 
Baron de Graffenried. However, Barnwell's colonist 
army, aided by Yamasee and other tribes, defeated 
the Tuscarora so badly that many of their rnernbers 
left the area, journeyed north and joined the lroquois 
league. 

Among the cultural features of this region were 
wigwams, longhouses, dependence on fish, matri
lineal descent, some female chiefs, burial in the 
ground or in ossuaries, tattooing, the use of shell 
ornamentation and the custom among men of shav
ing their hair from one side of the head and allowing 
full growth on the other. 

3. Siouans 
The largest of the S iouan-speaking peoples of the 
east (distantly related to the S iouan-speaking Plains 
Indians) were the Catamba (and a nurnber of rninor 
tribes below them in South Carolina who became 
incorporated into the Catamba during the 18th cen
tury), the Pedee (and others) who occupied rivers 
where the two Carolinas now meet, and the warlike 
CheranJ in northern South Carolina. To the north 
were the Eno branch on the upper courses of the 
Black, Cape F ear, euse and Haw rivers in 1 orth 

Capcainjohn Smich 
crading wich ehe 
Powhacan Indians an ehe 
james River, Virginia, in 
1607. jamescown was ehe 
Erst permanent English 
colony in ehe New World. 

Kish-kal-wa, a Shawnee 
chiefc. 1826. The 
Sha wnee, an Algonkian 
people, were only 
m arginal ro cl1e soucheasc: 
a portion of chem had 
Ii ved in d1e Sa vannah 
River country during ehe 
18th century, a ffiliaced 

Dioram a. (National 
Hiscory J\!Iuseum, 
Smichsonian Insciwcion, 
Washingran D C, USA, 
plwcograph M. G. johnson) 

wich ehe Creeks. Their 
c uscoms and dress 
r eJJecrec/ chis connecrion. 
From a Iichograpl1 
publish ed by J\tfcK enney 
and Hall (1836- 19·U ) 
clerived fi·om a paincing 
by Char/es Bircl King. 
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Carolina and the Tutelo-S aponi of Virginia's Pied
mont region. Most of these separate groups disap
peared in the 18th eentury, exeept for the Catawba 
and a body of mixed raeial groups. Old traders 
reported the prominenee of female ehiefs, puberty 
rites, wooden images and slaves. In the 17th eentury 
two Siouan groups lived in the far south - the Biloxi, 
araund the bay whieh bears their name, and the Ofo, 
near the Mississippi River. 

4. Yamasee 
One of the many Muskogian-speaking tribes of the 
southeast, the Yamasee lived from the Savannah 
River eountry to F lorida, and were no doubt eon
neeted to the eoastal Cusabo and others. T he Spanish 
missionised the eoastal groups, who then suffered 
English and Indian attaeks from the north as a 
eonsequenec. The Yamasee themsel ves were en
gaged in a disastraus war with the English in 1715, 
and largely disappeared from history, save for a few 
who joined the Seminole in F lorida. 

5. F1orida tribes 
The Timucua of northern Florida and the Calusa of 
southern F lorida may have spoken languages unre
lated to the Muskogian tongues so dominant further 
north. Timucua life was reeorded by an artist who 
aeeompanied French settlers to F lorida in the 16th 
eentury. They were an agricultural people (the 
Ca/usa. were hunters and fishermen). Timucua 
women used Spanish moss as clothing, and men 
sometimes kept their hair long and tied up on top . 
Reetan gular lodges were eovered with pairnetto 
thatehing, and alligators were used as food. They had 
toternie clans and probably a caste system. The 
Timucua were drawn into the mission system and 
diminished through diseases and raids by Indians 
from the north und er British eontrol. The last of the 
Calusa may have erossed to Cuba or joined the 
Seminoles. In northwest Florida were the Apalachee, 
a !arge ancl powerful Muskogian people, who were 
gathered into mission towns which were largely de
stroyed by Creek or Yuchi under British influenee. 

6. Creek Confederacy 
A !arge grouping of M uskogian tribes, sometimes 
known eolleetively as Muskogee or Muskogi, who 
were divided into two sections, the L ower Creeks on 
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the Chattahooehee, Flint and Oemulgee rivers in 
G eorgia (Kasihta and Coweta) and the U pper Creeks 
on the Alabama, Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers of 
Alabama. As the nation beeame involvecl in eolonial 
struggles, other tribes gradually affiliated with them. 
T he Hitclziti, Okmulgee, Mikasuki and others joined 
the Lower Creeks, whilst the Alabama, Koasati and 
Tuskegee became U pper Creeks. The Yuchi tribe, 
who, though linguistically unrelated, also joined the 
Creeks at various times, were originally from the 
Savannah River eountry. The Seminole, who were 
deseended from Lower and U pper Creeks, immi
grated to Florida in the 18th and 19th eentury. The 
Creeks generally were friendly with the British 
Carolinas. 

7. Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Two closely related Muskogian tribes of M ississippi 
who were usually in a state of inter- tribal warfare 
were the C hoctaw and the Chiekasaw. The latter, of 
northern Mississippi and T ennessee, were noted for 
their independent and warlike charaeter, and refused 
all F reneh advanees, preferring an assoeiation with 
British traders. The Choetaw oeeupied present day 
eentral Mississippi and Alabama west of the 
Tombigbee River. They were matrilineal, and were 
divided into towns and distriets, eaeh ruled by ehiefs. 
The Choetaw were also noted for their long hair, 
artifieial head deformation, bark covered lodges, 
scaffold burial and the use of the calumet eeremony 
(the 'peace pipe') to cement friendship and treaties, 
perhaps adopted from tribes in the northern Missis
sippi Valley. A )arge number of minor tribes ean, for 
eonvenienee, be added to the Choetaw group. There 
were groups on the Yazoo River (Chakchiuma), on 
the lower Mississippi River, in Louisiana 
(Bayogoula, Houma) and in north-eastern Florida 
(Pensacola, Mobile ), and an aneient tribe, the 
Napochi, who onee lived on Blaek Warrior Ri ver. O f 
these smaller groups only the Houma, mixed with 
F reneh Creoles, have survived in the Mississippi 
D elta. 

8. Natchez 
T hree tribes formed this divergent Muskogian group 
about St. Catharine's Creek, Mississippi, and were 
noted for a peeuliar easte organisation where high 
easte members were eompelled to marry eommoners 



and chiefs were considered to be descendants of a 
solar culture hero. They were defeatcd by the 
F rench in 1729, and many were sold into slavery or 
joined other tribcs and consequcntly became almost 
extinct. 

9. Tunica 
A group of tribcs who occupied the valley of the 
Mississippi River in Louisiana and M ississippi, the 
Tunica were notcd for their skill in dressing skins 
ancl producing fine pottery. The group is perhaps 
distantly related to the Muskogians. A few descend
ants remain in Louisiana. 

10. Chitimacha 
A group of three tribes who lived about the delta of 
the Mississippi ancl G rande Lake, Louisiana, who 
had cultural similarities with the Iatchez and per
haps were relatecl to the Tunica and M uskogians. 
They often killed enemies by poisoning water , and 
had a great dependence on fish and alligators for 
food. T hey excelled in basketry. A few descendants 
survive in Louisiana. 

11. Atakapa 
A group of small tribes of the gulf coast of T exas, 
sometimes includecl in the southeastern cultural area. 
Linguistically they may be distantly related to the 
Chitimacha and Tuniw, but have been long extinct as 
a tribal group, though a few Creole descendants may 
remam. 

12. Caddo 
The south-eastern part of the Caddoan fam ily, whose 
range beyond this region incluclecl parts of the M is
souri Valley, lived in northern Louisiana and adja
cent Texas and Oklahoma and were drawn into the 
frontier economy brought in by F rench traclers in the 
17th ancl 18th centuries. T hey lived in thatched grass 
houses, were potters, and traded bows for salt. U n
like many tribes tattooing was not common among 
them. T hey formecl small confederacies which 
gradually combined into one people- Caclclo - 'vvho 
finally settled in Indian Territory, where a few hun
dred of their number remain. T o the north of the 
Caddo were the Qpapam, a Siouan people, whose 
culture reflected their geographical position bet\Yeen 
the southeastern and Plains areas. 

13. Cherokee 

A Creek man painted by 
Lukas Visc!Jer in 182-1, 
probably in Alabama, 
slwws th e typicnl hybrid 
dress of the period prior to 
their removal to Indian 
territory. He is s !Jown 
wearing a cloth tu nie, 
wrban, probably finger
woven woollen belt and 
k11ee garters. (Photogmph 
courresy of Pro fessor 
Christian F. Feest) 

The largest tribe of the southeast were the Cherokee. 
Their language was a very divergent Iroquoian 
tongue, indicating a long Separation from their 
northern kinsmen. T hey formed a nation of over 60 
towns in the areas arouncl the head-waters of the 
Tennessee, Savannah and Coosa rivers. Archaeologi
cal evidence suggests they were long- time inhabit
ants of the area, ancl we may conclude that their 
ancestors were mound builders. The Cherokee wcre 
expert potters and basket makers. Ancient ceremo
nial dress of Ieaders and priests incluclecl feather 
cloaks ancl elaborate head-dresses of swan, crane and 
other feathers. During the 18th century their culture 
became increasingly Europeanised , and they became 
expert metalworkers ancl gunsmiths. In Oklahoma 
they ultimately became perhaps the most accultur
ated American Indian people. 

Tribes that remain 

On ly the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw and 
Seminole have survived in n umbers to the prescnt 
day, principally in Oklahoma, the 'Indian T erri tory' 
to which their ancestors were moved in the fi rst half 
of the 19th century. They formed the so-called 'Five 
Civilized Tribes' and had some degree of independ
ence, until the Civil War and ultimately statehood 
engulfed them. U nder Ieaders of mixed European 
and Indian descent, they became Americanised dur-
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Steechacomeco, also 
ca IIed 'Ben Pcrryn1an ', a 
distin({uished Creek 
/end e,: paintcd by Gcorgc 
Catlin ncar F01·t Gibson 

Indian Territoryc. 1834-
38. He wears a triangular 
flap pouch that was very 
poptllar wich Creek m en at 
tl1e time. 

ing the 19th century, with fe-w native institutions re
maining except among conscrva tive Creeks. A number 
escaped removal to Oklahoma: some C hocta\Y re
mained in lississippi ; a few Creeks in Alabama; 
Eastern Chcrokccs in lorth Carolina; and Seminoles 
in F lorida, until rcccntly, the most conservati ve and 
isolated of all . The smaller tribes mostly disappeared 
and mergcd into the (arger Oklahoma groups, but a 
few Yuc!Ji (Oklahoma), Koasati (L ouisiana), Alabama 
(Texas) and Houma, Tunica and Clzitimacha (Louisi
ana) survivc, all much mixed with other raccs . In the 
Carolinas and Virginia are considerable numbers of 
pcoplc rcflccting thc hybrid nature of frontier li fe of 
the past. T hc L umbec (North Carolina), Summer
Yi llc (South Carolina) and Powhantan (Virginia) are 
people desccnded from a mixed tribal ancl racial 
backgrouncl but without tribal tradi tions, which were 
probably cxchangecl for those of frontier people, both 
,,·hite ancl black, in the 18th century. These groups 
have insisted upon social separation from blacks, and 
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form a sizcable, if somewhat submerged, racial 
group . Of those Federally recognised as Indian, 
about 150,000 remain, a sizeable increase in rccent 
t imes, but weil below their original numbers. 

India n culture and traditions of the 
southeast 

T he aboriginal culture of the interior t ribes of thc 
southeast was one of the most ad vanced of any native 
American society outside Mexico. Subsistence was 
based partially on agriculture, specifically corn 
(maize), beans and squashes, but the natives also 
collected sunflower seeds and berries and were hunt
ers and fishermen. Women usually organised the 
agr iculture such as the planring and cul tivarion of 
crops. T hey also made clothing, pottery and baskers, 
dressed skins, collected firewood and cooked. Men 
made bows and war clubs, hunted, built houscs, and 
attcnded to \n r and trading expeditions through a 
network of Indian trails throughou t the region. 

T he Indians were far more travelled than is 
generally supposed; highly probable accounts relate 
visits to friend ly tribes I ,000 to 2,000 miles away and 
equall y long journeys for war or adventure. Great 
Indian tra ils covered the whole area, following routcs 
of least natural resistance, sometimes along old gamc 
trails and salt Iieks, and often paralleling watcr 
routes. laterial objects such as pipcs, mica, 
dentalium shells and copper, encouragcd a widc 
network of trade in prehistoric and early historic 
times. T he G reat Indian Warpath (see map) ran from 
C reek country in Alabama through the Cherokee 
country ofEast Tennessee, with one branch proceed
ing into Virginia, Pennsylvania and beyond . T he 
other branch led via the Holston, ~wand Kanawha 
ri vers to the O hio country. Many lroquois war par
ties passed along it to strike as far south as northern 
Alabama. 

Although dug-out canoes were widely used, 
most travel was on foot or , later , by horse. Water 
t ravel was more common along rhe coasts of the G ulf 
of Mexico, Florida and the Atlantic O cean, particu
larly in areas of lagoons. On some interior rivers, 
canoes of elm or cypress bark occasionally replaced 
heavier dug-outs, particularly when travelling up
stream. 

Most of the doctors, prophets and warchiefs 
werc men, although occasionally women also rose to 



Soucheast ofthe 18th cenwry . 

the position of chieftainess. Among the Tunica tribes 
men also assumed the duties connected with the 
cultiva tion of the cornfields. Religion vvas a complex 
of reverence for the Sun, Fire and Great Serpent 
cults, and no doubt hacl clescendecl from the M issis
sippian culture. Religious belief among some tribes 
seems to have culminatecl in the concept of a high 
god or supremc deity connected with the S un, and a 
multitucle of lesser spirits. There also seem to havc 
been separate classes of priests, prophets ancl cloc
tors. 

Although the cletails differ from tribe to tribe, 
some southeastcrn peoplcs (Cherokee) believed the 
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universe was diviclecl into three separate parts: the 
Upper World of .perfect order , This vVorlcl, where 
humankincl livecl tagether with the animals and 
plants, ancl the Lower vVorld of clisorcler, e\·il and 
pollution , but also of fertility ancl in vention. In the 
beginning, only the Upper ancl L ower Worlds 
existecl; This World cleveloped from the constant 
struggle between the Upper and Lower worlcls and 
man, animals and plants hovered between them . 
F our-footed animals and birds sometimes inter
changecl between T his Worte! and the Upper Worlcl. 
Snakes, lizarcls and fish were all part of the Lower 
World , as was the great Uktena, the Cherokee 
mythological monster snake which had a bright crystal 
or diamoncl on its heacl. Indians hacl a strong bel ief in 
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conjurors, healcrs and mcdicinc men using clivining 
crystals (thought to have been from the scalcs of the 
Uktena), but only one crystal talisman, wrapped in a 
deerskin and hidden in a cave, had been reported 
among the 1 orth Carolina C hcrokee by 1900. 

The Cherokee had a theory that disease was 
based on thc natural world's revenge for the con
tempt and carelcssness of humans towards animals. 
Plants, herbs and trees, fricndly to man, were en
listed to check disease. Emetic drinks, herbal drugs 
and stimulants were widely uscd for ceremonial puri
fication , and pain relief and personal herbal medi
cines were often carried or smoked. The so-called 
'Biack Drink', also called 'Carolina T ea' by whites, 
was a caffcine- laden emetic and purgative used for 
purification at the Green Corn Festival and is still 
used by the F lorida Seminolc. The latter , until 
rccently, also had active medicinc men - keepers of a 
deerskin medicine bundle opened each ycar at the 
festival - and occasionally practised purifying by 
scarification as protection for the year to come; 
scratching was usually on the arms. Fear of ghosts, 
and belief in 'spirit helpers', usually animals, and 
dreams were endemic. 

The Sun was the greatest deity represented on 
earth, through fire. Worship of the Sun God, along 
with the social dass systcms, suggests a pervasive 
influence of M ississippian culture and ultimately of 

1eso-America. Most tr ibes built and maintained a 
sacred fire. 

T he southcastern peoples viewed themselves as 
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Shawnce Green Corn 
Danee, Whiteoak, 
Oklahoma, 1969. The 
Shawnee were 111arginal to 
ehe southeastern arca and 
apart ofthe tribc (Sa luda) 
had livcd in ehe Savamw h 
Rivcr countrv for so1ne 
generations In the 18th 
century. They ultimarely 
found a lwme in 
Oklahom a. Thcir old 
culturc, traditions and art 
re flecred their 
juxtaposition be rween the 
northeastern and 
southeastern woodlanc/s. 
(Photographjam es I-1. 
H oward) 

an integral part of the natural world that was fi lled 
with infinite varieties of plants, animals, insects and 
stones, each with numerous myths surrounding them 
and possessing spirit force; some animals evcn took 
on the characteristics ofhumans and were considered 
as 'tribes'. 

Cherokee myths suggest that originally the 
people emerged from the waters of the underworld, 
with equal status with animals - a concept widely 
held by ative Americans. T he Cherokee had six 
great festi,·als each year , held in special council 
houses in each major town. They celebrated thc 
Planring of Corn in the spring, thc First Green Crop 
in August, the Ripe Green Corn Feast in September, 
the Ocrober feasts of ew Moon and Reconciliation 
and the Bounding Bush Feast in December. 

T he Creek's most important ceremonial was also 
a Green Corn Cercmony or Puskita, a ' fast ' or Busk, 
as it was termed by white traders. lt was an annual 
fes tival which hclped unify town, tribe and nation. 
Ideas of peace, law, friendship and atonemen t of sin 
accompanied thc ritual, which took place in a town 
square and Iasted betwecn four and eight days. lt was 
usually held in the 'white' or ' peace' towns as op
posed to the ' red ' towns, where war ceremonies were 
performed . Busks were under the direction of a Jll/.ico 
( chief) and his assistants. The ritual part of the G reen 
Corn Ceremony included thc world renewal rite -
the kindling of a ncw fire between four Iogs sct upon 
the ground in the form of a cross, with re fercnce to 
thc four cardinal points. M en who performcd some 



of the ri tuals drank emetic brews that produced 
Yomiting as a form of ceremon ial purification; alter
nati,-eJy purification could be obtained by deep 
sennehin g ofthe skin . 

Micos or priests in \'oked the Master of Breath 
deity by offcring an car of corn over the sacred fire at 
dawn while facing thc rising sun, thus consecrating 
the new harvcst, or by ritual use of ashes, water, salt, 
pine boughs or, long ago, by copper plates embossed 
with mythi cal designs tha t were laid in the sand altars 
reflecting the sun and rcprescnting the image of the 
Master ofBreath . 1 he new fire meant new life, moral 
and physical. Everything uscd during the Busk had to 
be new, including clothes, to renew the world, its 
seasons ancl the agricultural calendar. Versions of 
this ceremonial, onc of the most important of TatiYe 
American rituals, were practised from the F lorida 
Seminolcs to the ew York lroquois, and is still 
performed by Seminoles and Creeks. The 
ceremonials resemblecl those of ancient Mexico, and 
underlined fund amental clements of southeastern 
Indian culture. 

Dances for men ancl womcn were accompanied 
by turtle shell rattles worn on the legs, sometimes 
gourd rattles, ancl drums. T ribai dances were almost 
always performcd arouncl the central fire at thc 
opening of medicine bundles for tribal well-being. 

S laves were not wiclely used in the southeast 
exccpt during the 18th ancl 19th cen tmies when the 
Indians were d rawn into the economic culture 
brought by whites. Choctaw, Creek ancl Seminoles 

Modern Chcrokccs 
dcmonstraring rhc usc of' 
th c blowg un <I t a 
competition at the old 
Chcrokce capital o f' ew 
Echota, Gcorgia c. 1985. 
(Photograp/1 by Guy 
Wood) 

held black slaves (the Seminoles welcomcd black 
runaways as mili tary auxiliaries against Americans). 
Captivcs wcrc sometimes ki lled but somctimes 
adopted. 

M a teria l culture, dress a nd ornamentation 

H ouses varied across the southeast. Thc Chcrokee 
Ii ved in houses built of poles set verticall y in the 
ground thcn intcrwoven with twigs covcrcd with a 
mixture of clay and grass. Creek dwellings were oftcn 
four houses in a square, sometimes a mixturc of 
dwelling houscs and food Storage structures. These 
grouped houscs surrounded the area of the ceremo
nial council house, public square and game yard 
wherc the rituals and Clwnkey games were helcl . Thc 
modern Creek Indian square grouncls in Oklahoma 
are ceremonial sites, and the remnant of such villagc 
arrangements. 

T he domcstic dwellings were oftcn thc property 
of the women of the family, ancl marriecl girls woulcl 
continuc to occupy ancestral d wellings, or others 
erected for them, in the fam ily neighbourhoocl . In 
the north, among the PonJhatan, wigwams rescm
bling those of the N OI-th Woodlands were used, and 
summer houses of the Carolina tribes were little 
more than open pavilions. In the G ulf area thatched 
houscs of palmctto were usecl - the Seminolc of thc 
F lorida peninsula continued, and devclopecl , raised 
Chickees derived from earlier dwellings of the 
Timuma and Calusa_ In the west, Caddo d wellings 
werc thatched with grass, as ,,-ere the roofs of 
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Chickasaw winter houses. Qpapaw and Yn::::.oo houses 
were sometimes covered with cypress bark or pal
metto. During the 18th century log structures were 
adopted from white ti·ontiersmen, and in the 19th 
century, rich Cherokee and Creek mixed-bloods 
lived in fine Southern-style mansions. 

Canoes \\·ere used throughout the region, and 
were constructed of Iogs hollowed out with fire. T he 
Seminole of F lorida used cypress Iogs for their 
canoes, which could be projected through the 
shallow waters of the swamps with poles, and occa
sionally they buil t rafts of cane. Horses were adopted 
for travel , and whitcs introduced domesticated 
animals during the 18th century. 

T he Cherokee and Ca!amba are famous for their 
split-cane basketry and pottery, as weil as for elabor
ately carved stone pipes. Before the Gulf and other 
southeastern tribes had guns, they used bows and 
arrows for hunting. hwouri te woods for bows were 
black locust, sassafras and cedar. Q!.ti vers were of 
either skin or cane. 

~ la te rial culture and natiYe attire often clisap
pea red wirhin a few generations of E uropean 
contaet, so it is difficult ro determine true aboriginal 
regional or tribal differences in dress or ornamenta
tion, and relatively littlc has survived in museum 
collections. M ale atti re often consistecl on ly of a 
breechclout of deerskin or later of cloth passed 
between the legs and OYer a belt. The belt was 
sometimes of snakeskin . Men COYered their upper 
bodies with ga rments macle from skins of the bear, 
cleer , panther ancl , sometimes, bison. T he latter , not 
usually associated with the technology of th c south
eastern tribes, was at one time numerous in the 
western region ofthe area. In the early 18th ecntury 

atchez men were descri bed as d ressed in deerskins 
whieh resembled the white man 's jackets and 
deseended halfway down the thighs. The makingof 
buckskin men 's shirts remained among the Tu ni ca 
of Louisiana until recent times, and southeastern 
tanning has a reputation for fine quality. T he trader 
Adair also reported deerskin male garments and 
European-style ruffled shirts of linen in the 18th 
century. Apparently, cloa ks of feathers and skins 
were also widely used by both sexes. Women 's 
eloaks were sometimcs spun from the inner bark of 
the mulbcrry tree, grasscs or Span ish moss. L ead
in g men wore headbancls of feath er, skins or metals; 
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Basket o fsplit can c, from 
the Carolinas, probably 
Cherok ee 18tl1 century. 

(Courtesy of the 1\Iuseum 
o{Mankind, British 
Nluseum) 

later, heaclbands or handkerchi efs p urchascd from 
white traders were used - so-call ed turbans. Like 
most nati ve Americans, so utheastern Indians 
extracted fa cial hair, but some tribes, like thc 
K eynumee men of the upper Yadkin River , worc 
moustaches or whiskers. Thc Choctaw often wore 
their hair long, but Chickasaw and Creek men 
shaYed the head, lcaving a roach or crest reddenccl 
with puccoon root; others wore braids. Some 
articles of clothing \\·ere deeora ted with native 
beads of wamp um , perhaps traded from the north, 
or Roanoke wampum, a shell from the Carolinas 
and Virgini a. Ears were slit and decora ted with 
conch shell s or s ilver pendants. ose-r ings ancl 
crescen t-shaped breast ornaments wcre also worn . 
In cold weather , and to proteer limbs from the 
underbrush, buckskin Ieggings ancl moccasins were 
used . Cherokee, Creek and Seminolc moccasins are 
of the type widely known in eastern lorth America, 
each cut from a s in gle piece of buckskin and with a 
centre ins tep and heel. T he seams were laced 
together , wi th heavy crimp ing at the fro nt. The 
moccasin extended up the leg and was bound with a 
thong to hold it in position . 

Reports and sketches made ofFlorida Indians in 
the 16th century show both sexes nearly naked , often 
ta ttooed , women with long hair and wearing fringed 
skirts, and men wearing earrings, carrying large fans 
and wearing cloaks. Carolina Algonkan women, also 
sketched in 1585- 87, wore skirts of deerskin and 



A rare group of objects 
fi·om ehe sou theastern 
Indians (probably 
Cherokee and Choctaw) 
were dona tecl to ehe 
present 1Harischa1 
Nluseum, University of 
Abercleen, Scot1and, before 
1840, and probab1y date c. 
1790. T he o1d inventory 
notes 111aterials 'furnish ed 
by tl1e traclers' but ehe 
work of'Indian women'. 
Above: 'Ornamental cap of 
a chief', a skull cap of 
Jcather wich woven beaded 
attachments, Choctaw? 
Above right: One ofseveral 
sashes, belts or baldrics in 
ehe group of objects. T his 

one is made oftrade cloth 
with beaclwork in ehe 
'scroll ' design, a possible 
reference to ball gan1e 
sticks, Choctaw? Below 
right: A moccasin, of a 
construction com111011 in 
eastern North America, 
made of one piece of 
buckskin wich a centre 
front seam and turned 
down flaps, rhe heavy 
crimped seam is typical of 
ehe southeastern area. 
(Courtesy of tl1e J\lfarischa I 
Nluseum, Marischal 
College, University of 
Aben1een, Aberdeen, 
Scotland) 

Theseare typical eastern 
one-piece buckskin 
moccasins (probably 
Creek or Cherokee, c. 1830) 

wich bcadwork in thc style 
of ehe soutl1casccrn tribcs. 
(lohn W. Pa inter 
Colleccion, Ohio, USA) 
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shell necklaces, and tattooing was common. 
D ecorative arts, such as those practised in other 

parts of orth America, were not as flu orescent, but 
bead work and thread embroidery were skilfull y clone 
by the C herokee, Creek and Seminole, most notably 
on bandolier bags, coats and on men's belts and knee 
garters in the early 19th century. However, the 
isolation of the F lorida Seminole during the 19th 
century resulted in the independent development of 
distinctive clothes. H ere the use of cut and sewn 
patchwork quilted bancls was developed, after the 
adoption of hancl-cranked sewing machines, around 
1895. H orizontalbands of quilting were fi rst applied 
to men 's ' long shirts', which were characterised by a 
front opening (suggesting a clevelopment from the 
E uropean hunting coats or military coats popular 
amongst Creek and Cherokee men in the early 19th 
cenrury). T he ' big shirt', opened only to the waist, 
appeared about 1900, and la ter a short version allow
ing the use of trousers (pan ts) to become popular. 
T he ingenious methocl of joining pieces of cotton 
cloth of contrasring colours was also adapted to 
womcn 's skirts to form a dress, which became dis
tinctly that of the F lorida Seminole. 

lt is generally believcd that the JI!Iikasuki Semi
nole were the prin cipal motivators ofthis new style of 
decoration. F rom about 19 10 the style of quilting 
seems to ind icate the datc of manufacture: the bands 
grad ually narrowed o,·er t ime, with the complexity of 
designs constantly changed by expert seamstresses 
and sometimes influenced by white American com
mercial clemands. 

T he F lorida Seminole also retained the art of the 
preparation of buckskin hicles, solcl to white traclers 
until recent times. Seminole and Creek men of the 
19th century wore heacl turbans, si lYer gorgets, buck
skin Ieggings, breechclouts, bcadcd baldrics or trian
gular- flap bandolier pouches ancl beacled or fin ger
woven woollen knee gartcrs, all of which have long 
since fallen into disuse, but the ancient ori gins of 
some of these articlcs can be seen on the human 
fi gures engraved on the shells cxca,·ated from Spiro 
ilouncl , the lississippian site in Oklahoma. 

The M ississippi Choctaws ha,·e also been able to 
preservc a form of folk dress for special occasions, 
dances and fairs. Men's dress for such functions 
consists of a black fei t hat or Shapo (from the French
Caj un dl({peau) which is often decorated with ribbons 
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that hang loose o,·er the brim at the back. Sometimes 
an eagle or turkey feather is attached, with vachis 
shaved away. Shirts are collarless cotton, in variably 
in a solid colour and with ribbon applique of con
trasring colours along the sleeves' edges. Some men 
wear a silk scarf or a necklace of beads. A shoulder 
belt or baldric, single or in pairs, is oftcn worn, and 
sometimes a belt with ribbons, perhaps simulating 
the old finger- woven sashes ofthe early 19th century. 
Commercial black slacks and shoes complete this 
outfit. Olcl moccasins were the classical eastern single
front-seam type of buckskin, with )arge angle or leg 
flaps. Catlin , the artist, sketehed Choctaws in the 
1830s in the 'hunting coat ' - a cloth garment worn 
over the shi rt, similar to those of the Creek and 
Seminole. 

The Florida Seminole 
recained cheir discinctive 
dress of woven beaded 
sashes, l ong shirts wich 
horizontal bands of 

con trasring clod1, and 
curbans du ring ehe 19th 
cenwry. (Na tural History 
M useum, Washington DC, 
USA) 



' Vomcn wcar German silver or beadecl combs at 
the back of thc crown ancl a beaded necklace in nct or 
openwork. Dresses arc full length, or nearly so, \Yith 
a fitred top which has ruffles at the bottom, usually in 
one solid colour with applique work of contrasring 
colours on the bust, back and cuffs. o,·er thc clress is 
\YOrn a long white apron with ruffles, sometimes 
decorared wirh applique work . Sih-er carrings, brace
lers ancl rin gs are widely used. 

D ecorati vc accessori cs such as baldrics and belts 
sometimes hayc bcadcd spiral or coiled snake designs 
(widespread in southcastcrn art right back to prehis
toric timcs). 

Hunting and food 

Some classic sccncs oflndian hunting were drawn by 
the Frenchman Jacqucs le ~Vloyne of the Timucua of 
northcrn Florida during the 16th century. They 
show men disguising themseh·es " ·ith " ·hole 
deerskins to approach \Yithin arrow-shot of their 
prcy. 

Mythology emphasised that the spirits of ani
mals could be vengeful when killed if not placated by 
the bunter, although somc hunters believed the allot
ted animal 's life-span continued elsewhere after 
death . · 

An ancient hunting method was the use of cane 
blowguns- darts which could kill small animals up to 
ÖO ft away. A few Eastcrn Cherokee descendants in 

lorth Carolina today can still demonstrate this hunt
ing technique. 

D~r was thc most hi ghly prized game for meat 
and hidcs; bears were hunted for their fat; and birds, 
particularly turkeys, were also much sought aftcr. 
~~lcat was sometimcs smoked over an open firc for 
" ·inter storage. In Florida, alligators were killed by 

Buckskinleggings (above) 
possibly southeastern c. 
1830, part ofa group of 
items supposed to ha ve 
been obrained from 
Osceola, pcrhaps while 
imprisoned at Ft 1\Ioultrie, 
Charleston, South 
Carolina, and passed 
berween con1n1ercia / 
associa tes ro Liverpool 
where they were deposited 
in a mu$eum in 1878. 
Thread embroider_,. used 

here has been noted on 
several Cherokee coats. 
(National J\Iuseums 8.: 
Galleries on J\lerseysicle, 
Lh·erpool, UK) 

Sash Sen1inole, belo11·, 
c. 183.'i. rl documented 
Seminolc sash of cloth 
decomted ll'ith beaclwork 
collected du ring the 
Second Seminole ll'ar 
1835-12. (Primte 
collection) 
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Pouch and belt ofred 
trade cloth (c. 1850). T he 
pouch lws a triangular flap 
and is decorated in typica l 
Seminole beadwork. 
A ttribuced to Billy 
Bowlegs the Seminole 

chief during ehe Third 
Seminole War in Florida 
1855- 58. (National History 
J\lfuseum, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington 
DC, USAphotograph M.G. 
johnson) 

ramming a 10 ft pole down the throat of the beast and 
ki llin g it with arrows and clubs. Coastal tribes ate 
clams, crayfish and crabs. 

Indian corn (maize) was known to most south
western Indians (except the Calusa), and they some
times harvested two crops of corn each year along 
with beans and squash. The knowledge of corn 
cultivation and that of beans, squash and chilli had 
spread through Mexico's centrat valley and coastal 
regions, and reached northwards, into the Missis
si ppi and Ohio river valleys, by the time of the late 
Adenas and early H opewells. Maize agriculture 
reached its zenith among the later Mississippians, 
but remained important to their heirs, the south
eastern tribes. T he autumn corn harvest was dried 
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for winter storage; it wouldlater be made into a gruel, 
baked, boiled or fried in bear's grease to make a flat 
cake. Coastal tribes prepared savoury stews of corn , 
meat and fish. (Fishin g was common throughout the 
entire region.) The C herokee, CataiiJba and 
Chitmacha produced split-cane baskets for the collec
tion and storage of food. 

Warriors and warfare 

The Creek warrior fought almost naked; he wore just 
a breechclout, belt and moccasins, and his face and 
upper body were painted red and black. Individual 
warriors carried a bovv and arrow or a gun and 
ammunition, and a knife and tomahawk or warclub 
through his belt. The warclubwas about 2ft long and 
described by white traders as 'gun-shaped', with an 
iron projection at the bend - suggesting a very 
similar weapon to that used by Indians of the North
eastern vVoodlands. To complete his equipment he 
carried some parched corn, horse-ropes or halters 
and leather to repair moccasins. 

A Creek war captain would announce his inten
tion to invade a common enemy and recrui t from 
among families who had lost people in enemy raids. 
In his winter round house his recruits drank conse
crated herb and root decoctions to induce deities to 
guard and assist them against their enemies. Pledging 
support in sufficient numbers, once they had finished 
their fasting and purification, the warriors set off on 
raids which might take them away from their villages 
for weeks or even months. 

T he war captain or his assistant warrior or 
'waiter ' carried a holy ark or war bundle - usually 
made of thin sticks of wood and covered with 
hickory-spli nts - which contained consecrated 
materials of animal parts and sacred stones or 
divining crystals. This was never placed on the 
ground. The war party (usually 20--40 men), led by 
the captain and the leading warrior, moved silently, 
with a distance of a few steps between each warrior. 
Thus they proceeded while things promised them 
success; but if dreams por tended ill , they might 
return home. On the trail, warriors drank little ( water 
was carried in a hollowed cane, corked at both ends), 
often mortifying their bodies to gain di vine fa vour; 
they rarely resred against a tree, sat in the shade, or 
killed animals for food. (They were particularly wary 
of killing animals that were regarded highly for their 



spiri tual va lue, such as bear or deer, 111 case they 
angcred rhe animals' dcities.) 

When close ro enemy villages or hunting 
grounds, thcy proceeded with great caution. I f a 
small war party, they might crawl during daylight, 
and climb trees or gain high ground to d isco,·er the 
smoke of fi res. W hen they crossed tlu-ough open 
areas in thc woods, some warriors would coYer their 
comrades from behind trees. T o remain undetected 
they would take oblique courses, or walk on trees 
which had blown down ro conceal their tracks and 
avoid pursuit. When enemies encountered each 
other, they spokc loud insults and emitted shrill war
cries and death-whoops as they pursued each other 
from tree to tree. Each par ty desperately tried to save 
their deacl and wounded from being scalped (usually 
performed by slashing round the top of the skull with 
a scalping kni fe and Str ippin g off the scalp). T he 
Yanquishecl party quickly clisappeared from rhe fray 
by taking to the swampy thickets, but speedy pursu
ers often took capti,·es, who would later be tied to a 
stake and might be tortured by women on return to 
the victors' village. E nemy scalps were fixed to the 
tops of houscs or carried on branches of the ever
green pines until they hacl appeased the ghosts of the 
victors' own dcacl . Sometimes young enemy captives 
mi ght bc adopted. 

Among the Creeks, Seminoles and Cherokec, 
warlike functions, declaration of war judgement on 

An expert/.\' cailorec/ co<lf 
(c. 1850) parrerncc/ fi ·om 
Euro-flmerican broac/
capec/ hunring and 
mWm ry coars. Ir closely 
resemblcs rhrcc known 
Cherokee coa rs in US 
collecrions wich rhread 
embroiden • in floral 
designs. (By kinc/ 
perm ission of 
Birminglwm Museum & 
An Gallery, UK) 

capti,·es, and elections of war chiefs took placc in 
towns or by clans eiesignared for these purposcs; in 
cantrast there were some towns where pcace treaties 
were negotiated and \Yhere it was forbidden to shed 
human blood. Among the Creeks the term 'Red 
Sticks' has often been applied to warriors from the 
mosr noted towns controlled by rhe war clanssuch as 
the Atasi of rhe U pper Creeks and the Kai1Jita 
(Co11Jeta) of the Lower Creeks. (The Mikasuki pro
duced most warriors among the Seminole.) The 
symbol of wa r and a rallying point for the warriors 
was a red-painted pole in the public square- hcnce 
'Red Sti cks'. However, a more probable dcriYation 
was from the method of recording the number of 
days a war party was on the trail by counting sricks. 
Warriors left for war with parchecl corn cakes as 
provisions and equipped with a warclub, or later a 
metal tomahawk, bo"· and arrow, spear, sling and 
knife. In ancient times wooden or leather shields, 
breast pieces and arm bracelets afforded some pro
tection. \iVhen a successful war party returned, a 
purification ritual was necessary beforc a victory 
dance could be held . T he rituals for peace, menstrua
tion , purification and the great agricul tural fest ivals 
were held by the white clans or in rowns eiesignared 
whi te towns. 

In tertribai wars ancl internal factional dispures 
were common. M clntosh, a Lower C reek mixed
blood from Coweta, was Ieader of the pro-A merican 
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A fine example of 
Se1ninole art in beadwork 
decora tion on this cloth 
bandolier with a triangular 
flap (c. 1820). Some ofthe 
beads are gold-plated. 
ljohn W. Painter 
Collection, Ohio) 
southeast banclolier bags 
were perhaps derivecl fi·om 
European military slwt 
pouches ancl clevelopecl 
into prestigious ancl 
baroque forms, simjJar to 
those more comn1only 
assuciateclwith the 
North em 'Woodlancl 
Indians. By the early 19th 

century they servecl as 
etlmic symbolsrather than 
usable äccessories ofthe 
backwoodsmen , Indian or 
white, while on the trail or 
lwnting. Same surviving 
early 19th-century Creek 
ancl Seminole bancloliers 
are characterised by the 
tl'iangular flap ancl 
beaclwork of'figurative ancl 
abstract clesigns, perhaps 
o[ ancient origin, with 
s yn1bolic ancl esoteric 
m eanings. A possible Afro
Anlerican influence 1nay 
also be presenr. 

faction amongst the Creeks in the Creek war of 1812-
14, and was later killed by rival chief Menawa's 
warriors; and Major John Ridge, who held a similar 
pro-American position among the Cherokee, was 
mureiered along with members of his family and 
supporters by other Cherokee shortly after they had 
been moved to Indian Territory. 

Indian ball game 

Cherokee, Creek, Seminole and Choctaw played a 
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tough team game - similar to Iacrosse, except that 
two small sticks were used instead of the one in 
Iacrosse. The game was played between two teams, 
with ten or more men per side, originally from 
different villages. lt was played with a small leathcr 
ball, and goal-posts about 150 yds apart. Players with 
appropriately painted faces and bodies advanced into 
the fiele\ from opposite directions, yelli ng defiance, 
and met in the centre of the field facing each othcr. A 
medicine man tossed the ball between the players, 
who then attempted to catch it between their sticks. 
Players then blocked their opponents or cleared a 
way towards the goal. Points were counted by suc
cessfully getting the ball through the goal, and the 
first team making 12 scores was the winner. The ball 
game was excellent training for war: it required 
speed, agility, cunning and strength - and sometimes 
ended in death. The game is still played by Creeks, 
Seminoles and Choctaws. 

Another men's game was 'Chunkey', playcd with 
a stone disc and a pole. The clisc was rollcd aheacl and 
the object of the game was to throw the wooclen pole 
as close as possible to the spot where they expected 
the disc to fall. This game is extremely olcl, and was 
playecl on pitches especiall y preparecl for the purpose 
in !arger villages - called 'Chunkey yards' by white 
traclers. 

Choctaw and Lower Mississippi tribal history 

French interest in the South began after the exped i
tion of Marquette and Jolliet through the Illinois 
country and down the M ississippi River . In 1682 La 
Salle began to expand his Great Lakes Indian com
merce from Fort Frontenac into the Mississippi 
Valley. He Iee\ a party to the mouth qf thc Mississippi 
River and established contact with the Qpapam, 
Taensa and Natchez . La Salle's role in the commer
cial dri ve into the Lower M ississippi Valley encled 
with his assassination in 1687 after a struggle to save 
his Texas colon y, but the explorer Tonti sustained 
the tracle ofbison and beaver hides from the area. In 
1698 Spain established a permanent garrison at 
Pensacola Bay (Florida), but the most aggressive 
challenge to the French control of the Lower Missis
sippi region originated from the British of the 
Carolinas. In 1699 Pien·e le M oyne D'Iberville estab
lished the French post at Biloxi, in close vicinity of 
the Bilo-·ri, Pascagoula and Moctobi tribes. D espite thc 



diplomatic efforts of D 'Iberville and bis brother D e 
Bienville, the hostility between G reat Britain and 
France destabilised Indian tribal relationships. 
Chickasaws under British influence remained at war 
with the Choctaws, and the Alabamas contim1ed to 
raid F rench-allied Indian towns and Spanish mis
sions in F lorida. Among the Indians of the lower Red 
Ri ver, the Bayogoulas and Chitimcuhas probably suf
fered the warst hardships under French colonisation. 
The French missionary Father Saint-Cosme was 
killed by Chitimadws after they bad been attacked by 
Indians in F rench interest in 1706. T he Chitimacha 
village on Bayou La F ourche was destroyed by the 
F rcnch in retaliation. Generally the C hoctaws 
formed a relationship with the French similar to that 
of thc Iroquois with the British in Tew York, and 
were treated as a separate nation (if inferior) by the 
whitcs. T hey occas.ionally broke ranks and allied 
themscl ves to British traders, thus ensuring a supply 
of gifts from both the British and French as evidence 
offri endship and tribute for the use of their Iands. If 
gifts stopped, an act of aggression was presumed by 
the Indians, similar to that which happened in the 
Ohio country in Pontiac's reb ellion of 1763. 

T he Yamasee war in the Carolinas disrupted 
British trade with the interior tribes, allowing the 
F rench to build Fort Toulouse, near the junction of 
the Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers in 1717, and bring 
the U pper Creeks wirhin F rench commercial inter
ests; F ort Rosalie bad been built among the atchez 
the previous year. F ort St. Pierre, on the Yazoo 
River, and posts amongst the K adohadacho and other 
Caddoan groups on the Red River completed the 
contour of F rench commercial trade, which con
sisted largely of thc exchange of deer hides for 
European products. In 1729 the Natchez rase in 
rebellion against the F rench and attackcd F ort 
Rosalie, but wcrc forced to abandon their villages 
after combined attacks by F rench and Choctaws. 
M any Natchez were later sold into slavery in Santo 
Domingo; some sought refu ge amongst the 
Chickasaw, and other refu gees were allowed to settle 
in South Carolina and joined the Cherokee. 

T he F rench never defeated the Chickasaw, how
cver. T he latter resisted all the incursions by the 
Frcnch and their Choctaw allies into their tcrritory; 
but the F rench often captured Chickasaws, and of
fcred bounty for C hickasaw scalps. In 1746 the 

Choctaw, themselves now di vided in their relation
ship with the French, plunged into ciYil war, and 
their western towns openly rebelled against German 
and French settlements. Pro-French C hoctaws pre
sented scalps of many of their own warriors to the 
officials at M obile, and the two remaining hosrile 
Choctaw towns surrendered in 17 50. In all American 
colonies, F rench, British or Spanish officials pan·on
ised the chiefs who best served their in terests; this 
intensified factionali sm . 1 ative ceremonies, such as 
the Calumet ritual designed to reaffirm alliances, 
vvere encouraged , to ensure services from Indian 
Ieaders. U nder the leadership of Abilamon M ingo, 
the Choctaws resumed regular trade wi th the French 
and produced more deerskins for exportation than 
any other tribe in the area. The remains of the 
smaller tribes closcr to F rench Settlements became 
enclaves of diminished tribal groups drawn into the 
economy of colonists as traders, servants and labour
ers - some even added to the numbers of African
American sla ves in white households and plantati ons. 

Mississippi Choctaw m an 
in dance dress c. 1908. ote 
ehe beaded sash es and belt 

with possible ball gam e 
and othcr n10ti fs. 
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L e ft: Sash or s trap fron1 a 
bandolier bag . R eported to 
have belonged to Osceola, 
the farnaus Seminole hero. 
Tlw sash is southeastern in 
s ty le (Creek-Seminole). 
(Na tional i\1useums & 
Galleries on M erseyside, 
Liverpool, UK) 

Belo w Jeft: B eltor baldric, 
probably Choctaw. Cloth 
wich beadwork in scroll 
design (c. 1825), probably 
the a ncient snake or 
serpent designs oftribal 
m y thology. Similar 
examples have survived 
from the Ch erokee. (T he 
Nianchester Niuseum, UK) 

Above: A labama (Creek) 
beh c. 1880. R edcloth with 
bead work in cross ancl 
circle d~signs probably 
represen ting Sticksand 
ball of th e native ball 
game. (National History 
i\1useun1, Snlithsonian 
Institution , Washington 
DC, USA photograph M . G. 
j ohnson) 

With the transfer '-of F~nch territory ro the 
British in 1763, after the T reaty ofParis, Iands east of 
the M ississippi above L ake Pontchartrain became 
British, and the Spanish took control of Louisiana. 
Indians responded resourcefully to the political 
di versity of the region, and new officials accepted 
their fans, smoked their pipes and distributed peace 
medals. However, the non-native population was 
now increasing, with Acadians, English, Creoles, 
Canary Islanders and, aftcr the American Revolu
ti.on , Anglo-Americans. ' 

While some Choctaws continued trad itional 
farmin g methods of burning the underbrush for 
planring corn, beans, pumpkins, melons and sun
flowers, increasing numbers adopted E uro-American 
material culture, farming methods, dress and weapons; 
evenrually many Indians abandoned their native Iife
style for that of the white frontier people. In 1805 
Chief Pushmataha signed the T reaty of Mount Dex
ter-with the U nited Stares. T his began the cession of 
Iands which ultimately led to a treaty in 1830 by 
which rhe Choctaw largely moved ro Indian Terri
tory, to become one of the 'Five Civil ized T ribes'; 
their political and economic life thenceforth was led 
by mixed-blood Ieaders such as G reenwood L e 
Flore. Chickasaw fri endship with the British was 
transferred to the Americans after the Revolution, 
and few dispures arose with the new US govern ment. 
Follow.ing a series of treaties between 1805 and 1832 
they too yielded their Iands east of the 1ississippi 
Rivet: for Iands in Indian Territory, wbere their own 



national government was established, similar to that 
of the Choctaws. The smaller tribes of the area 
intermixed with the Creoles or joined the !arger 
tribes, leaving few Indians in the Lower Mississippi 
area by 1840 - their Iands were now in the hands of 
the white man. The ancient animal paths, Indian 
tra ils that linked villages, warpaths, village sites, 
cemeteries and mounds had been separated from the 
native people and passed to the newcomers for ex
ploitation. 

C h erokee history 

It was not until 1654 that the English from Virginia 
came into contact with the Cherokee. The Virginian 
Indians, the Porvhatans, were being constantly har
assed, and joined the English in a retaliatory expedi
tion in 1658. In 1 ~70 the German explorer John 
Lederer followed the trail of the Virginian traders to 
the southern tribes, and the same year saw the 
establishment of the colony of South Carolina and 
the beginning of formal treaties between that colony 
and the Cherokee. In 1691 colonists murdered sev
eral of the tribe, andin 1693 Cherokee chiefs went to 
Charleston to ask for aid against the Catarvba and 
Sha1vnee. Later, in 1705, they complained to Gover
nor Moore about the assaults by whites on their 
towns. 

In the Tuscar ora War, 1711- 13, the Cherokees 
took an active, but not overly important, role in 
aiding the English against their old enemies: with the 
South Carolina volunteers over 1,000 Indians, in
cluding 200 Cherokee, overran the Tuscarora, many 
of whose number were sold into slavery or fled north 
to join their kinsmen, the Iroquois. Having settled old 
scores with the Tuscarom, the Cherokee, in concert 
with many tribes - from Cape Fear in the north to the 
Chattahoochee River in tl1e south - rose against the 
English in the so-called Yamasee War of 1715. 

The Cherokees claimed the uprising was, at least 
in part, due to the misconduct of some English 
traders and the enslavement of many Indian people. 
It was a conspiracy, similar to that of the PoJVhatans 
under Opechancaough in Virginia, to extirpate all 
whites. The Yamasee, at this time the largest tribe in 
close contact with the colony of South Carolina, 
launched a series of ra,ids against the colony's settle
ments. The colonists soon rallied, under Govei·nor 
Craven, and crushed the beleaguered Yamasee, 

whose remnants abandoned the country for F lorida 
or joined the Creeks. The English then made short 
work of the smaller coastal tribes, and the C herokee 
were soon glad to sue for peace. 

By this time the French had established settle
ments at Biloxi Bay, M ississippi, in 1699, built Fort 
Toulouse on the Coosa River, near present-day 
Montgomery, Alabama, and were extending their 
influence to the surrounding Creek tribes. F rom this 
time, until French withdrawal from the American 
colonies in 1763, the area was a Stage for the struggle 
for colonial supremacy between France and Britain. 
T he Chickasaw, 'vvhose territory bordered the Mis
sissippi and French domain, controlled French ad
vances northwards, and the British kept them weil 
supplied with guns and ammunition. In 1730 the 
Cherokee were visi ted by Sir Alexander Cuming, in 
response to grievances which saw them ready to join 
the Creeks against the Eng1ish. Several Cherokee 
chiefs visited London and reaffirmed their British 
aHiance. The culture of the interior tribes was now 
being much affected by the adoption of European 
goods - horses, cattle and pigs - but the slave ships 
brought with them smallpox in 1738, and the Chero
kee lost many (some by suicide) in the resulting 
ravages. They were often at war: with surroun ding 
tribes, Chickasaw and Shawnee; with the Iroquois m 
the north; and in the war with the C reeks for posses
sion of upper Georgia which continued on and off. 
(The Creeks, although willing to be at peace wi th the 
English, were determined to keep the war with their 
traditional enemies, the Cherokee.) 

The English had encroached so much on Chero
kee territory by the outbreak of the French and 
Indian War, in 1754, th!}t even military posts were in 
Cherokee territory: Fort L oudoun had been built on 
the Little Tennessee River and Fort Prince George 
on the Savannah. The Cherokee were by no means 
fully committed to the British cause in the coming 
conflict. Lawless officers from Fort Prince George 
committed outrages in neighbouring Indian vi llages 
while warriors 'vvere away, which began a series of 
events which led to all-out war - the Cherokee and 
other n·ibes against the British. Led by Ononostota, 
they descended upon fron tier Settlements in the 
Carolinas and laid siege to Fort L oudoun, in 1760, 
which surrendered that same year. The captives were 
ransomed, but one officer, Captain John Stuart, es-

23 



caped and was led through the wilderness by a 
friendly Cherokee and eielivered safely to fi·iends in 
Virginia. Stuart later became the British S uperin
tendent for the southern ,tribes. 

Colonel Grant im·aclecl Cherokee country in 
1761 witb an army of 2,600, inclucling C bickasaw 
auxiliaries, ancl clestroyed man y towns and corn
fi clds. On the conclusion of peace between Francc 
and G rcat Britain in 1763, S tuart ancl the govt:rnors 
of Virginia, 1 ortb Carolina, Soutb Carolina ancl 
Georgia met at Augusta, ancl a peace treaty was 
concludecl wirb tbe C berokee in NoYember. (Tbrec 
C berokee cbiefs bad visitecl L ondon the previous 
ycar in an attempt to ccment relations.) 

Tbc pcriocl between thc end of the Frcnch ancl 
Indian War ancl the Amcrican Revoluti on was 
notablc for the number of ccssions by the Indians in a 
fruitl css cndeaYour to fi x permanent boundaries 
betwccn themselves and ad,·ancing white Settle
ments. The territory originally claimed by the 
C herokec extendecl north to the Ohio Rivcr, but by 
the time of th e Revolu tion it had been reduced to no 
more than half of their form er clomain. 

At the time of thc C herokee removal in 1838, 
only a core a1!a arouncl the junction of the s tates of 
Alabama, G eorgia and Tennessee remained in Indian 
hands. Just before the outbreak of the Revolu tion, 
the boranist William Bartram made an extended tour 
of C herokee country. H e lcft a pleasant account of 
Indian life, and noted their fri endly disposition . At 
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Indian lwnting. An Indian 
m etlwd o fhunting, 
dressec/ in dccr skins 
approaching prc.v. N ote 
the bow and canc quivcr. 
DioraJna . aamestOII'/1 
Settlem ent J\Iusewn, 
William .<;burg, Virginia, 
USJl , photograph J\I. G. 
j o/mson) 

the outset of the Revolution, thc tribes ranged on thc 
British siele, as they appeared to the nati ve peoplcs to 
be the solc represcntatives of authority against cn
croachment by American frontier settlers. Licensccl 
British traclers, particularly Scottish ancl Irish, wcrc 
resident in every Indian tribc of the area and many 
hacl intcrmarried and raised families. T hcy were 
encouragecl in their resohre against thc Americans 
with promiscs of plunder from the Settlements. In 
1776 the Americans cquippecl four cxpcclitions to 
enter Cherokee tcrritory simultaneously from as 
many different dircctions. Thosc lcd by Griffith 
Rutherford , of lrish origin, and William Cbristian 
reneiered crushing blO\YS to C hcrokee towns and 
wasred their cornfields. vVomen wcre shot down, and 
cattle and horses killed, until thc Cherokee werc 
compelled to sue for peace. 

The Cherokee conclucled thcir first treaty with 
the ncw US in 1785, which resulted in most of their 
Iands east of the Blue Riclge being given over to 
whites, but war resumed in 1792 and Cherokees from 
the Hiwassee ancl Chickamauga bands, under a 
mixed- blooclleader, John Watts, together with some 
Creeks, raided new American Settlements in T ennes
see. Peace was rcstored in 179-f. F rom thcn rill their 
remoYal west, in 1838, the C berokec made consider
able steps towards American assimi lation, and thc 
invention of Sequoya's alphabet bad an immediate 
effect on thcir institutions. Thc mixed- bloods had 
translated the Bible, published a ncwspaper, foundcd 



3 

Adena and Hopewell 
1: Adena priest, c. 500-200 BC 
2: Hopewell priest, c. 300-AD 500 
3: Hopewell woman, c. AD 500 
4: Hopewell man, c. AD 300 
5: Hopewell platform pipes, c. 100 BC-AD 
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Mississippian 
1: C hunkey player, c. 1200-1500 
2: Chunkey player 
3: ßirdman d ancer, c. 1200-1500 
4: Mississippian priest, c. 1200-1500 
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Mississippian a nd the 16th century 
I: Spiro warrior in armour, c. 1250 

4 

2: Mississ ipian woman from T ennessee, c. 1250 
3: Spiro man, c. 1200-1350 
4: Timucua man, c. 1564 
5: Timucua n woman, c. 1564 
6: Key Marco - wooden sculpn•res, c. 900-1400 
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Southern India ns visit London , 1734 
1: Tomochichi's wife 
2: Tomochichi 



18th century 
I : Cherokee man, c. 1790 
2: Koasati-Creek man, c. 1790 
3: Tunica chief, c. 1735 
~: Atakapa warrior, c. 1735 
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Seminole warriors of the 
2nd Seminole War, 1835-42 
1: Seminole warrior, c. 1836 
2: Seminole wan-i01·, c. 1836 
3: Black Seminole guide, c. 1836 
4: Seminole warrior, c. 1836 
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20th century 
1: Oklahoma-Creek girl, c. 1950 

3 
2: Mississippian-Choctaw m a n, c. 1910 
3: Mississippian-Choctaw wom an, c. 1980 
4: Florida-Seminole woman and child, c. 1915 
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schools, and even made plans for a museum and 
national library at their capita l, ew Echota. They 
had become the lead ing families of the nation. 
Sequoya (George G uess) was of German origin; the 
Doughcrtys, Galpins and Adairs l r ish; and the Ross, 
Vann and Mclntosh famil ics Scottish . 

T his period before remo,·al saw great cultural 
changes and continual political pressure for removal 
by the Go,·ernment, which all but wore out thcir 
resol\'C. Thei r Ieader , J ohn Ross, contin ued the 
poli tica l fight, but another prominent mixed-blood 
fa mily, thc Rid ges, and their allies were now pre
parcd to negotiate for remO\•al. (Some Cherokee 
bands had already giYen up the causc to remain in 
their ancient homelands; they had settled in Arkansas 
and :vlissour i and become known as the 'O id Set
tlcrs'.) D ivided now into two factions, one headed by 
Major John Ridge who werc now preparecl for re
moval ancl the National Party, headed by J ohn Ross, 
they began negotiations in 1835 that ended with the 
T reary of Tew Echota. T his ceded ro the US the 
wholc of thc remaining Cherokee terri tory east of the 
M.ississippi Ri,·er for five mill ion dollars, in return 
for new Iands in the west. Removal took place 1n 

Tahchee or a Durch, 
Cherokee chief wl10 rem oved 
west long befor e rh e m ain 
body of ehe tribe in order to 

Iead a lifest vle frec ofwhite 
influen ces. (From a 
Iithograph published by 
McK enney & HalllBJH-1.) 

1838. Ir was evident that removal coulcl only be 
accomplished by force, ancl General W infield Scott 
was appointed to en force a tragedy hardly surpassed 
in American history. early 17,000 C herokee were 
garbered into Stockades by troops, pur on steamers 
and transporred down the Tennessee and O hio riYers 
to the farther siele of the M ississippi. T heir journey 
into Indian Territory (now the Stare of O klahoma) 
was continuecl by land. It is cl ifficult to estimate the 
number of people who diedas a resul t of the remoYal. 
T hose removecl und er John Ross lost over 1,600 on 
the journey; perhaps 4-,000 Cherokee died on this the 
'Trail of Tears'. W irhin a few months of arriYing in 

Cr eek m an 's coa t c. 1820. 
The coa t is o f velvet and 
cloth with a shawl-like 
collar at the back, and 
appears to have been 
derived from English and 
An1erican lwnting or 
m ilitary coa ts o frh c 18th 
century adop ted by 
Appalachian fi·ontiersn1en 
and Indians. Several chiefs 
and tribal diplom ats 
visi ting Washington wer e 

painted by artists in rhe 
1820s and JOs wearing s uch 
coars. T his example has 
quilting around ehe lower 
body and thc s lcei'CS ha ve 
been m oclified by adding 
beaded gartcrs usually 
worn with Ieggings. (From 
th e permanen t collection 
ofth e Montela ir Art 
Nluseum, i\1onrclair, New 
Jersey, USA) 
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Sequoya, the Cherokee 
wlw invented the 
syllabary which allowed 
many Cherokee to become 
literate. Spent later years 

searching for lost bands of 
h is people in the west. 
(Lith ograph published 
by NicKenney and Hall 
1836-H) 

their new Iands many members of the Rid ge family 
and Elias Boudinot had been mureiered by adherents 
of the National Party led by John Ross. Not all 
Cherokees joined their kinsmen in Indian Territory: 
chiefTahchee (Durch) crossed into Texas and joined 
a colony already there under a chief caiJed 'The 
Bowl'. 

T he first permanent Cherokee settlement be
yond the M ississippi River was a direct resul t of the 
hostilities of 1794, and later, after the treaty of J une 
1817 by which the Cherokees ceded two considerab1e 
tracts, the first in Georgia and the other in Tennes
see, a further Cherokee migration to Arkansas took 
place. The majority of those who vo1untari ly re
moved clesired to re-establish the o1d Indian 1ife. By 
1828 a number had crossecl into Texas, then uncler 
Mexican jurisdi ction; by 1836 the Texans had gained 
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their indepcndence, and Samuel Houston concluded 
a formal treaty with these Cherokee. H owcver, in 
1838 Houston was succeeded by Lamar, who an
nounced his intention to expe1 every Indian tribe 
from Texas. The Texas Cherokee and their confcd
erates, splinters of many eastern tribes, were attacked 
and defeated by Texan troops uncler General Doug
las in 1839. As a result most Cherokee rejoined their 
kinsmen in Indian T erritory; those who did not 
gradually drifted down to Mexico where several 
hundred settled around Guada1ajara and Lake 
Chapala. Sequoya, the mixed-blood who devised the 
syllabary which bears his name, spent much of his 
later life trying to find some of the ' lost' bands of 
Cherokee in the west. He died in Mexico in 1843. 

Sequoya, whose father was a German, was born 
about 1760 and livedas a boy near Fort Loucloun . He 
becaine a goocl silverworker, bunter and trader, but 
an accident reneiered him a cripple for life. As a 
consequence, he turned to his more contemplati ve 
disposition ancl evolvecl the syllabary of 86 alphabeti
cal characters which reneiered the C herokee a Iiterare 
people \Vithin a decade or so. 

The Cherokee nation in Indian Territory rcor
ganised with a seat of government at Tahlequah, 
though divided between the old Ridge and Ross 
factions, and also by blood . T he full-bloods, perhaps 
one third of the population, took refuge in the hill 
districts, while the mixed-bloods occupied the low 
grounds and later the railroad towns. Native lan
guage, allegiances and traditions faded quickly 
among the prosperaus prominent fa milies whose 
Iifestyle resembled that of white Southerners - in
cluding the ownership of b1ack slaves. At thc Out
break of the Civil War in 186 1, as slave owner; the 
.Cherokee sympathised with the Confederacy. The 
Ross faction were for neutrality, but two Cherokee 
regiments were raised for Confederate service under 
Stand Watie and Colonel Drew. As a result, their 
Iands were ruined by guerilla warfare, schools were 
broken up, flocks and herds slaughterecl and 
orchards destroyed. Their whole country was in 
ashes. By 1898 the western Cherokee nation had 
ceded unoccupied Iands to the U SA. They num
bered 34,461, inclucling 26,500 by blood; the rest 
were negro freed men, intermarried whites and other 
intermarried or incorporated Indians of other tribes. 
Their descendants are in Oklahoma still. 



A number ofCherokee escaped removal by fleeing 
to the Great Smoky Mountains or to the headwaters 
of the Oconaluftee River and in part, due to the 
efforts of a trader, William Thomas, were allowed to 
remain in their homelands thereafter. The Eastern 
band of the Cherokee and their descendants still 
remain on the Q!Jalla Reservation in western North 
Carolina. 

The Creek war of1812- 14 

A number of people who rose to distinction among 
the Creek were descendants of ad venturers from 
E urope. They were at first traders, obtaining pelts in 
exchange for goods the Indians requi red - cloth, 
guns, meta! tomahawks and kettles - and they also 
introduced black slaves. They married into all the 
major southern interior tribes, becoming emanci
pated and incorporated wirhin the blood lines of 
leading families, thus producing, within a generation , 
principal ch iefs of mixed descent. Such a man, born 
about 1780, became known to whites as \iVilliam 
\tVeatherford. H e was a son ofCharles Weatherford, a 
Scottish trader, and his mother was the sister of 
Alexander McGillivray, another prominent and 
shrewd mixed- blood chief. Despite his European 
genealogy, he was essentially Creek by culture - a 
fine athlete, ball player and horseman. He was 
influenced by the visit to the Creeks ofTecumseh the 
Shawnee in 1811, who was urging the sou thern tribes 
to rebel against the Americans and to join his con
federacy in the North in a generat uprising. The 
Americans viewed T ecumseh as an agent of the 
British in the approaching war of 1812 and he did 
ultimately join with the British after the collapse of 
his cause at Tippecanoe, in 1811. 

Weatherford, with other chiefs, began plans for a 
war against the white settlers in Alabama, but the 
Creeks were spli t in their desire for war, and a 
number of internal dispures between the white 
(peace towns) and the red (war towns) led to near 
civil war wi thin the nation. This alarmed both the 
settlers and some of the acculturated and slave
owning mixed-bloods, some of whom took refuge at 
Fort Mims, located in southern Alabama almost at 
the junction of the Alabama and Tombigbee rivers. 
Although \iVeatherford wavered in his resolve fm war 
(his affection for families who had taken refuge at 
Fort M ims and the exposed position of his own 

Yolwlo-Micco, a Creek 
chief1790-1838. After a 
painting by Henry Jmnan, 

a copy o f a painting by 
Charles Bird King 
c. 1831-33. 

family and livestock causecl him to reconsider), he 
finall y threw bimself into battle. 

Fort Mims, constructed by Samuel M ims and 
his neighbours, hacl a total of 550 people inside ancl in 
its vicinity, including 245 military and mili tia. 
Several reports of Indians near the fort went 
unheeded, ancl the warriors rushcd thc main gares 
which had been openecl for repair, some reports say, 
or jammed open with sand. Thc battlc, on 30 August 
1813, was one of the most bloody in American 
frontier history. O ver 500 whitcs ancl blacks per ished. 
About 20 occupants of the fort succeecled in chopping 
a hole through the outer pickering and escapecl . 

The news ofFort Mims alarmed the cntire white 
population on the Creek frontier, and the Govern
ment despatched General Andrew Jackson south
warcl with 3,000 Tennessee volunteers and regulars, 
reinforced by 500 Cherokees, mostly recr uited by 
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Major Ridge and led by Chief Junaluska and some 
American Creeks under Mclntosh (later killed by his 
o" ·n peoplc). T hey plundered through Creek towns 
until , in larch 1814, they confronted Weatherford's 
(Red Eaglc's) terrified anti- American Creeks concen
trated on a sort of peninsula called Horseshoe - a 
bend in the Tallapoosa RiYer enclosing a hundred 
acrcs of ground . Across rhis narrow place the C reeks 
bad constructed a s trong wooden fortification , 
dcs igncd to rcs i t even artillery-fire. Within this 
encl osurc, houscs were further proteered by embank
ments of carth. Rcinforced with fresh recruits from 
Tennessec, Jackson 's army hurled themselves against 
thc fortification , and despite heavy Iosses o,·er
whelmed the C reeks. There " ·ere 557 dead warriors 
found in the compound, and uncounted numbers 
were killed in the ri,·er, trying to make their escape. 
Warchief ~ lemma escaped , but Weatherford surren-
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A romantic /9dJ-cenrurv 
dra wing of ehe surrend~r 
o fch e mLvcd-blood Creek 
Ieader ll "illiaJTI 
\Veacherford (a lso known 
as R ed Eagle) CO General 
Andrew }ackson following 
the 8 ;1ttle ofHorsesh oe 
B cnd in 181-l. }ackson, 
instead ofpunishing dJe 

lndianleader, gave him 
protection and libercy, 
allowing him to recurn ro 
his plantation, f:cunily, 
(riends and sla ves in 
1\Ionroe County, Alabama. 
Severf!l ofhis children 
married wl1itcs. H e dicd in 
182-J. (Sketch by unknown 
artist) 

dered by walking into J ackson's camp. Legend has 
it that Jackson, recognising a patriot, instead of 
punishment offered Weatherford protection. H e was 
released on his word to use his influence to maintain 
peace - which he did. H e lived with his wi,·es, 
children and slaYes in Monroe County, Alabama, 
until his death in 182-1-. The C reeks were ultimately 
forced to remo\·e to new Iands in Indian Territory, 
now Oklahoma, where their descendants remain . 



Gen. .Jaekeoa's. 

Plan otche battle ot 
Horseslwe B enc/18J.l. Anti
A m erican Creeks Iee/ b1· 
\lfeathertord a ncl J\1/en~wa 
1nade a stand '1ga inst the 
An1ericans une/er Anclrc w 
fa ckson at a Fortificcl 
p osition in a bencl oFthc 
Tallapoosa River, 
fllaba1na, but were baclly 
c/e/e~' tecl, effecci vely 
ending cheir resistance co 
American sccclcn1ent of 
th eir lands. 

The Serninole wars 

The Seminoles, whose history is so firml y associated 
with F Iori da, were not native to the state. They are 
descended from parts of tribes who, from time to 
time, moved south to replace near extin ct groups in 
the northern part of the state. The earlicst immi
grants were from the Lower Creek towns of Georgia, 
particularly the Ownee and Nhkasuki, from the 
Hitchiti-speaking groups who enslavcd othcr refu
gee groups from the north, the Yamasee and Yuchi . 
By 1750 there was a sizeable population , whjch had 
probably absorbed the few remaining Timuwa and 
Calusa Indians - the original natives of Florida. 
Later, true Creeks, Muskogee speakers from thc 
Upper Creek towns, added to thc growing Seminole 

William J\lfclntosh was a 
mixed-bloocl chief o f ehe 
Lower Cr eeks; son o[a 
Scottish trader and a 
Creek won1an, wlw had 
become Ieader of ehe pro
rLnerican Faction o[his 
people by ehe time ofthe 
British-flmerican con flict 
of 1812. His [o /Jowers aided 
d1e Americans againsr 
hostile Creeks i1f A msi in 
1813 and Horseshoe Bend 
in 181-J. He and his 

Followcrs acquiesccd in thc 
sa Je of hwcls to ehe 
A1n ericans in 1823 ancl 
werc sen tencecl to dca th by 
other Creeks as a 
consequence. 1\</enawa 's 
warriors killed hi1n at his 
hause on I Nlav 1825 f(Jr 
'selling ehe gn;ves oftheir 
ancestor.s'. (Photogmph 
courtesy ofthe Alabama 
Deparonent o/Archives 
and 1-listory, J\1/ontgomery , 
Alabama, USA) 
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l'ahd-Hajd or T!Je 
fllraclwol[, a Creek c!JicF 
who lwc/ visitcd 
Washington in 1826 but 
larcr emigratec/ ro Floricla, 
bccoming a Seminole 
Ieader anc/ parr ofrhc 
dcpurarion sen r wc.5r a(rer 
r!Jc Tr·eary o f Paync's 
Lanc/ing, 1832, ro cxamine 

rhcir proposec/ n eu· 
lwmcland. He later 
opposecl rei11oval ancl was 
killccl during the Seminole 
H'ar in 1836. (Lithograph 
publishecl by McKenney 
ancl Hal/1836-1-1 From a 
painring by C. B. King in 
1826) 

population. In 1763 Spain lost F lorida to England, 
and it rcmaincd in British hands until 1783; follow
ing thc Revolutionary War it again became a S panish 
posscssion. Howcvcr, border clashes were frequent, 
as black slavcs wcre offerecl frccdom and sanctuary 
by the Seminoles ancl whi te plantation owners 
crossed into I•lorida to recapture their human chat
tc ls. As Fcdcral law probibired further importation 
ofslaves from Africa, the rccapture ofbl ack fugitivcs 
who formed separate but politically integrated Semi
nolc rowns bccame of paramount importance ro the 
southern plantation economy. 
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JH ick-e-no-pah 
(Micanopy), a Seminole 
chieFcluring the Seconcl 
Scminole War; painted by 
Georgc Catlin whilc 

M icanop.v was imprisonecl 
wirh Osceola at Fr 
Moultrie, South Carolina, 
in 1838. 

Right: Seminolc counrry . 

In 1812 the US invaded S panish F lorida. The 
soldiers were forced to retreat, but ChiefKin g Payne, 
Ieader of the Seminole sin cc the death of his uncle 
Chief Secoffee in 1785, a pro-British chicf, was 
killcd. Payne was succeeded by his youngcr brother 
1icanopy. Following thc Creek war of 1812- H 

more Creek refugees fled to F lorida and the Scminole 
population doublcd. Between 1816 and 1818 Fcderal 
forccs made several attacks on Scminole ancl Black
Seminole towns. This, known as the First Scminole 
War, began a long series of bitter strugglcs, which 
intensifiecl after the transfer ofFiorida ro the USA in 



LOWER 

fA~~ ~IS''r """OVI/""''I J"rr'T 

To SPAN'S.IV ;t:"LO,e/DA 

C.I7Jo - l :?lf'? ,<:,t;>o-"> 
ow;r~ C~FI!!"~S 

a r~~/rCNtl'r/ 

FA?/""'VC>4~S w•-sr ro ,J. 
aK~ANQ,.,.., 4 ·r;;.;:;v-z ;;c;." ~ "" 
TdR,ro~y. 
AD SEA?,,."o.: t: '-'A>R 
/lil~s- 'B<tl2 r~."s~ , 

:;c;_.,.., ;e6S/S rc D Rc..-,ov..q~ . 
"'o"cNr w,r_." O.rcco~,q"._ ~ .. 
- - ·-· --·- - - - !:?..::-

/S"n' S/I'IIANOI. I 

SEPE~IIIT''S T'S o~ A'VNIII>vJIIYS, 

l"""'....,..oKALI& C5SLRvA'TtON 

• "" CY~iUSS lrliSE 
...;_?.,ß_~~<J~J.~4i~'>l-7~/~N~O~~~C:!:I-v~"t;!~~!:.-~~~~~----....... ~~,IGö / 
L...;.r,- ...,.".,OV"''.t. ro /-N~ -'.4"" 
T~~rroKI' tr>9vu vc soo 

" " r~c Ev~~C~A Z51:!"_s . ,.,..,'I"V&RG.'A0 
0

..,. ..,,..,. 
011 =~-""'e'J~'-..._ ~ •MIC.,OSUKt.l , ~ HOL.I.Vwooo M / cc:OS<-KL-E - ..s.-,._,,,.".,.-<E c ... ,.,,.,....r, ll:liSEifVAT•.:> • Ro.s liR VAToO., 

• -.r M.IAMI 

~· 
/)ES~/V7 .r.t.o-e'/D"q .S~'""O,(.e- ;~-' '·t'.. /it-:.. 
N"-""B~r,.e ~~~__?.ooo .:0:...,....,~~ ~:;,.. . .... ;;::.. .-{J1 .. 
Ar B~ICNTo".., "'"E ,<o?US'I<OCEF o,c .... ...,._,;;,...:~ / 
C~kx. SP€4-'<:'G/ZS :r....,E ""'?/..f:'.,S;.P..§..,V_<'!(G& , 

( A-11-t:"tjS!:'_~ 4RE H-'TCN/7'/ .SPEA":-;.1(',~ 

L_------~--------~39 



1819, when General (then Governor) Andrew 
Jackson informed the Seminole chiefs that they 
would have to move all their people to onc centrat 
area of the territory. By the time Jackson became 
President, in 1829, bis plan to remove all Indians 
remaining east of thc i\llississippi to Indian Territory 
(now Oklahoma) was gaining support; it became a 
reali ty when he signed the Indian Removal Act in 
1830. 

In 1832 the Seminole Ieaders met Government 
offleials at Payne's Land ing, on the Oklawaha Ri ver 
near Sil ver Springs, F lorida . Here it was agreed to 
send a party of chiefs west to inspect the proposed 
new Seminole Iands. John Blunt, Charley Emathla, 
Jumper and Black Dirt made the long journey in 
1833 and were persuaded to sign a document appar
ently promising removal of all Seminoles from 
Florida; thcy were given until 1836 to prepare for 
removaL When the chiefs rerurned from Indian Ter
ritory, confusion arose, as some chiefs swore they had 
never signed the treaty. W hile several of the older 
chiefs, such as Micanopy, agrced to move, the Blacks 
among the Seminole refused to follow their masters 
into exile. It was at this time O sceola (Assi Yahola), of 
U pper Creek and white desccnt, is first noted, as the 
Ieader of a war party against Charley E mathla, a 
strong supporter of remoYal. T hus began the Second 
Seminole War (1835-42), the most costly Indian 
campaign ever fou ght by the U nited Stares Army. 
Over 1,500 soldiers were killed along wi th many 
civilians, in a tragic conflict which saw a total of 4,420 
Seminolcs captured or surrendered and deported to 
Indian T erritory. Ini tially the Seminoles had success: 
Thompson, the agent urging removal, was killed 
during an engagement with a band of Mikasukis led 
by Osccola, and an army detachment led by Major 
Francis Dade was ambushcd and almost wiped out 
by a party of warriors led by M icanopy, Jumper and 
Alligator. T he struggle became a guerilla campaign, 
with a few hundred Seminoles using the forest and 
swamps as hiding places against increasingly frus
trated military commanders. Under a flag of truce, 
Osceola was seized by direction of G eneral Thomas 
Jesup, who spent much ofthe rest of his life trying to 
justify his action . Osceola's band were taken first to 
S t Augusti ne and Fort Marion but were later trans
ferred to Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, wherc 
Osceola died, probably of malaria, on 30 J anuary 
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Osceola 'Biack drink crier' 
c. 1803-38, Seminolc Ieader 
during ehe Second 
Seminole War. He died a 
prisoner at Ft 1\1oultrie, 
Charleston, in Januar')' 
1838, a few days a f'ter the 
areist George Ca tlin 
painted his portrait. He 
was born o f'Creek parents, 
although hispatemal 
grandl:1 ther n·as a 
Scotsn1an and he was 
sometirnes also known as 
Powell, ehe name of'hi.<; 

mocher's white second 
husband alter the death of' 
his own l'ather. H e m oved 
to Florida {ol/owing ehe 
Creek ll'ar ( 1812-J.I) ancl 
ga ined a formidable 
reputation during the 
Seminoles' m em orable 
srruggle wirh the 
fl m ericans. He is a !Jero to 
modern Floricla 
Seminoles, and several 
f:1 milies perpetuate h is 
narn e. 

1838. With him were Micanopy, Philip, Coa H ad jo, 
Cloud, 116 warriors and 82 womcn and childrcn, 
including his own family (although two children may 
have remained in F lorida). By 184-2 pcrhaps only 500 
Seminolcs were left in F lorida, mostly rcstrictcd ro 
the lower half of thc peninsula. 

The Third Seminole \Var brokc out in 1855 
betwecn a few Seminolc warriors under Billy 
Bowlegs, around Lake Okecchobee and in the depths 
of the Everglades. From this group of independcnt 



Th1·ce members ofßilly 
Bowlegs' band, possibly 
clrawn rrom plwtographs 
raken in 1858 while en 
mute to Indian Tcrritory. 
The fi·inged buckskin 
Ieggings of'Long ]ack' ancl 
the clcsigns on the b>llclrics 
o f 'Inspector General' are 
consistent with s urvi ving 
Seminole m <ltcrial in 
111usewns. Bands ofneck 
beacls arestill worn by 
Floricla Scminolc \VOmcn 
toclay. 

Seminoles, some of whom were allowed to stay in the 
E vergl::tdes, has grown the present Seminole popula
tion ofFlorida. In the West the Seminoles refused to 
join the Creeks; they established their own capital at 
We,roka and ha ve a record of orderly assimilation to 
white rural culture, although their Iands were allot
ted and melted away during the Oklahoma land grab. 
Today 8,000 Semitw ies remain in Oklahoma, and 
over 2,000 in southern F lorida . A few Seminoles and 
Seminole-Biacks established small colonies in Texas 
and Mexico. 
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THE PLATES 
A: Adena and Hopewell 
'Mound B uild ers ' is a popular term for the pre
hi stori c people who built earthen burial m ounds, 
sometim es of impressive proportions, at first in 
th e general area of the Ohio Ri ver valley but, 
subsequently, fa nning out over mu ch of eas tern 
North America, beginning about 3,000 yea rs ago. 
A people now termecl 'Adena', so-callecl from the 
name of the estate near C hillicothe, Oh io, where 
a maj or site was discove red in 1901, built lar ge 
cone-shaped mouncl s in which they buried their 
dead in bark- lin ed pits . Recovered grave goods 
inclucl e copper b racelets, s hell bea ds, tobacco 
pipes, mi ca and stone Ornam ents. Serpent 
Mo und in Ohio , so-ca llecl because of its s nake 
effi gy p lan , is tho ught to have been the work of 
Adena- relatecl people. 

H opewell culture, so- named from the Ohio 
farmer on whose land archaeologists found one of 
the r iebest of all burial mounds, appearecl about 
2,300 years ago (300 BC) ancl lasted for 800 years. lts 
influence extendecl throughout eastern North 
America via a vast network of trade in goocls, 
stimulated by burial ceremonialism , including dag
gers, knives of obsidian , sheet copper, mica cut in 
the fo rm of birds, serpents, human hands which 
were committcd to the burial mounds. T hey were 
hunters and ga therers, but agricu1ture which 
perhaps appeared in the Adena period became 
important and links them tentative1y with ancient 
Mexico. 

42 

Seminole chief, Billy 
Bowlegs, during thc Third 
Seminole War (1855-.'iS). 
I-Je wears a silver 
h eadband with traded 
ostrich feathers and sash es 
ofbeadwork. I-Je has a 
nwnber of descendants 

am ong presen t-day 
Seminole people. From a11 
early photograph or 
daguerreotype c. 1858, 
p erhaps taken in Ncw 
Orleans cn route to Indian 
Territory with his band. 

Al: Adena priest, c. 500-200 BC 

Wearing a bear headdress, a snake ornament on his 
ehest and holding an obsi dian blade. 

A2: Hopewell priest, c. AD 300-500 
vVearing a COpper antler headdress with r iver pearls 
and a feather cloak, based on archaeological remai ns. 

A3: Hopewell woman, c. AD 300 
Hairstyle based on recovered sculptures. 

A4: Hopewell man, c. AD 300 
Pipe and bear ornament on his ehest. 

A5: Hopewell platform pipes, c. 100 BC-AD 400 



Platform pipes of Steatite in the form of birds and 
animals. 

B: Mississippian 
About AD 700 new cultural stimulus from Mexico 
infiltrated north to the people of the fertile bottarn 
Iands of the Mississippi River and its tributaries, 
helping to develop a culture heavily involved in the 
planring and harvesting oflndian corn (maize). This 
culture, termed 'Mississippian', subsequently in
creased corn production so that it was able to support . 
a city of 30,000 people at Cahokia, Illinois, where a 
huge man-made flat-topped pyramid of earth over 
100 ft high was erected. Mississippian mounds were 
surmounted by temples, no Ionger just burial 
mounds. F rom Spiro (Oklahoma) in the west to 
Ocmulgee (Georgia) in the east, substantial quanti
ties of pottery, pipes, engraved conch shells and 
figurines have been unearthed along with a great 
proliferation of grave goods associated with the 
'Death Cult' complex at a number of sites. N ati ve 
copper was fashioned into ornate headdresses, 
plaques, ear spools and celts and craftsmen engraved 
intricate designs on shells imported from the Gulf 
Coast depicting dancers in ceremonial attire. The 
culture survived up to the time of the first European 
exploration in the early 16th century and, although 
on the wane, a form survived to be seen by the 
F rench when encountering the Natchez, whom they 
destroyedin 1729. 

Bl: Chunkey player ready to throw his spear, 
c. 1200-AD 1500 

B2: Chunkey player about toroll the disc- the 
'chunkey' 
Chunkey was a form of the widespread American 
Indian game of hoop and spear, played by the 
Mississippians and by the historic Choctaws and 
Creeks during the 18th century when witnessed by 
white traders. T he disc was rolled ahead and players 
threw spears or poles at the moving target - the 
closer the spear landed to the disc at rest the higher 
the points the thrower scored. The gamewas played 
on specially prepared fields - called 'chunkey yards'. 
The players' kilts and belt-sashes are known from 
depictions on engraved shells recovered from ar
chaeological sites. 

BJ: Birdman dancer, c. AD 1200- 1500 
Engraved conch shells excavated from the Mississippian 
sites have allowed us to reconstruct the ceremonial 
dress of dancers, which included roach-like hair, 
forelock decoration, sashes, belts and knee bands. 
Characteristic are the feathered wings attached to the 
arms and painted faces with particular emphasis on 
the eye probably representing the falcon, a bird with 
a formidable hunting and killing speed of attack -
and thus perhaps connected with the 'Southern' or 
'D eath' cult. 

B4: Mississippian priest, c . AD 1200-1500 
The importance of death ri tual and sacrifice, which 
goes bac;k to Adena culture with decapitation with 
ceremonial clubs widespread, reinforces the link with 
ancient Mexico. 

C: Mississippian and the 16th century 
Cl: Spiro warrior in armour, c. AD 1250. 
Adapted from a sculpture from the Spiro mound in 
Oklahoma, the western outpost of M ississippian cul
ture. He wears a helmet and armour (possibly cop
per) and holds a club made from a single piece of 
polished stone. 

C2: Mississippian woman from Tennessee, c. 
AD 1250 
Based on a figurine from a T ennessee grave site. 
Shows a woman with plaited hair, a headband and a 
short apron. 

CJ: Spiro m an , c. AD 1200-1350 
He wears an elaborate headdress, feather cloak, shell 
ear decoration depicting the 'Long-Nosed God', 
based on a sculpture recovered from the Mississip
pian site in Oklahoma, carved from brick- red bauxite 
of a seated man with hands on knees and a bowed 
head. The Spiro people may have been Caddoan 
ancestors. 

C4: Timucua man, c. 1564 

C5: Timucua woman, c. 1564 
T he Timucua figures are derived from the drawings 
of Jacques Le Moyne who accompanied the French 
H uguenot colonists to northern Florida in 1564, 
ousted by the Spanish shortly afterwards. Le Moyne 
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escaped and later produced a number of \Yatercolours 
depicting Timucuan people. J ohn White, the E nglish 
art is t who accompanied English settlers to Roanoke 
Island in 1585, in present-day orth Carolina, re
turning twice, made similar paintings of the local 
Algonkians (PonJ/wtans). T he works of both White 
and L e Moyne were published in 1590 and 1591 
respectively by the F lemish eng1~aver and publisher 
Theodore de Bry. H owever , tv,;o paintings of 
T imucuans are attribu ted to White, but Le tloyne 
inspirecl o r copied. The ta ttooed Timucua man wears 
a heacldress probably of raccoon fur and meta! objects 
possibly Spanish gold or native traded copper. Shell 
o r stonc pendants hang from his belt. The woman, 
also tattooed , wears a Spanish moss skirt. 

lissionised by the Spanish and destroyed by the 
E ngli sh, the Timucuans are exti nct. 

C6: Kcy Marco- wooden scu1ptures, 
c . AD 900-1400 
A group of remarkable wooden sculptural remains 
have been salvaged from the mud-water en vironment 
of larco Island, southern F lorida. Possibly the work 
of the Calusa people or their ancestors whose Iinguist 
and cultural Connections with other southeastern 
Indians or Caribbean Indians remains a matter of dcbate. 

D: Souehern Indians visit London, 1734 
Thc commercial interests of England 's southern 
cola nies South Carolina and Georgia requirecl the 
fricndly relationship with the interior Indian peoples 
and consequently the British undertook formal trea
t ies with the various tribes whom they considered 
separate nations. To cemcnt these re1ationships three 
important official delegations of Southern Indians 
visited L ondon in the 18th century. A group of 
C herokee Indians led by Sir Alexander C uming 
visited London in 1730; a group of Creeks led by 
James Oglethorpe (founder ofGeorgia) in 173-l and a 
party of Cherokee in 1762 led by L ieutenant (latcr 
Major) Henry Timberlake. T he party of 173-l in
cluded a Lower Creek Ieader named Tomochichi, his 
wife, nephew and several others, seen here wa lking in 
a London park. At this time for some unknown 
reason he hacl been outlawed by his own people and 
had settled with his followers at a place called 
Yamacraw close to Savannah. Subsequently rccon
ciled with his people, he helped to effect a rreaty 
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Two Ch erokee m en 
painted by Wi/liam 
Hodges RA in London in 
1790-91, wlw accompanied 
William Auguscus Bowlcs 
during an 'unort1cia I 
de1egacion ' ofC/wrokee 
and Creek Indians to 
London co re-escablish 
commercial and Jn ilitan· 
accivity between Greac -
Britain and the souehern 
cribes following ehe 
rlmerican R evolu tion. 
Bowles was a Tory 
American born on ehe 
!Vlaryland frontier in 1763 
w1w Jwd lived and married 
among the Creeks. H e was 
in tb e Baham as a fcer ehe 

American Revolution but 
subsequenrJ.v returncd CO 
live wit!J t!Je Creeks. The 
cwo Cherokces n1ay have 
becn ehe mixed bloods 
Moses Price and Richard 
juscice. Moses was still 
living in 1799 at Coyocee 
0 /d T own at the m outh of 
ehe Li tele T ennessee River. 
Bowles died in a Ha\'ana 
pri.wn in 1805. The 
Cherokees are wearing 
.si/ver ear spools and 
gorget.s, wich trade 
blanke es carricd on chcir 
slwuldcrs. (Courcesy ofthe 
Royal College ofSu_rgeons, 
London, UK) 

between the L ower C reeks ancl the Georgia colony. 
He died in Ocrober 1739 and was given a public 
funeral at Savannah. 

The C reeks' attire in L ondon is bascd on the 
painting by Vereist in 173-l; Tomochichi's wife, D I, 
wears English dress. Tomochichi, 02, has a tattoocd 
face and ehest and \\"ears a fur robc. Another male 
member of the party wi th rhe bcar cub holds a 
'calumet', a form of ceremonial pipe smoked to 
solemnise trcaties of friendship . 

E: 18th century 
El: Cherokee man, c. 1 790 
Our knowledge of the dress of Cherokec men before 
1800 is limited but it was a combination ofEuropcan 
and Indian materials. They adopted the frontiers
man's open- fronted coat, either of cloth or buckskin 
with a shawl- like shoulder cape, and worc sil ver ear 



spools and gorgets. The Cherokee made fine finger
woven belts and sashes, replacing native fibres with 
yarn and wool. They also made woven beaded belts 
and wampum belts with glass beads of the white 
traders. Their moccasins were the type known 
throughout eastern Iorth America, being the soft
soled variety of buckskin with a central front seam 
over the instep . T he Cherokee andChoctaw used the 
cane blowgun with poisoned darts for hunting, which 
had a range of over 30 ft. 

E2: Koasati-Creek m an, c. 1790 
The culture and dress of the )arge interior southeastern 
tribes bad become a vigorous mixture of European 
and native elements, reflected in the use of cloth 
turbans, silver gorgets, ear and nose rings, military 
coats, clotb Ieggings - but retaining tbe indigenous 
front seam. Beaded belts sometimes used designs in 
bilaterally symmetrical ' ladder- like' forms. Tbe 
Koasati were linguistically only distantly related to 
tbe true iluskogi Creeks - but came to be considered 
as part of tbe U pper Creeks - of Alabama and 
removed 'Nest of tbe Mississippi to Indian Territory 
(Oklaboma) and Louisiana during the early 19th 
century wbere descendants are still found . This fi g
ure is based partly on a sketch by John Trumbull 
wben a group of Creeks visited N ew York in 1790. 

E3: Tunica chief, c. 1735 
Tribai life of tbe lower Mississippi area diminished 
following the conflict between the French and 
1 atchez in 1729, witb intertribal animosities exacer
bated by colonial activity. H ere a Tunica chief with 
war-paint carries three Natchez scalps on his staff. 
H e is based upon a contemporary French sketch. 

E4: Atakapa warrior, c. 1735 
T he Atakapa tribes were scattered in present-day 
southern Louisiana and adjacent coastal Texas. They 
had a reputation for cannibalism. Their eastern 
bands, and the Opelousas, were by 1754 firmly in
volved with French traders and diminished rapidly. 
By 1885 only a few people of Atakapa origin re
mained near Lake Charles and amongst the Creole 
population of Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana. The war
rior sbown is based upon the drawing of Alexandre 
de Batz indicating face paint, distinctive hair style, 
and trade cloth breecbclout. 

F: Second Sernino1e War 1835-42 
T he Se1ninoles (a name probably derived from the 
Spanish 'cimarron' meaning 'wild') were originally 
Creeks who moved to F lorida during the 18th and 
early 19th centuries, at first from the Lower Creek 
towns of Georgia and later, following the Creek War 
with the Americans, 1812- 14, from the U pper Creek 
towns of Alabama. F lorida, then still Spanish terri
tory until transferred to the US in 1819 ( although the 
transfer was not completed unti l 182 1) was consid
ered a safe haven for the newcomers and runaway 
black slaves who formed separate, but politically 
integrated, Seminole towns. The Americans invaded 
Spanish Florida between 1816 and 1818, attacking 
Seminole and black towns in the fi rst of three wars. 
The Second Seminole War 1835-42, was one of the 
most bitter and costly Indian campaigns ever under
taken as the Americans attempted to remove the 
Indians from the F lorida peninsula to Indian T erri
tory. After the capture of Osceola, Wild Cat or 
Coacoohee continued the guerilla warfare until his 
surrender in 1841. Between 1855 and 1858 the re
maining Seminoles waged a last-di tch fight agai nst 
removal under Billy Bowlegs and Aripeka or Sam 
Jones in the Florida s-..vamps. Bowlegs was persuaded 
to move but Jones and his band remained in Florida . 

F1: Sernino1e warrior, c . 1836 
He wears a cloth turban with traded ostrieb plumes, 
an open-fronted coat, bandanna and shirt of traded 
calico, gingham, cotton or flannel. His sash and 
garters are of finger-woven wool with interspaced 
beads and his bandolier of red trade cloth bas typical 
Seminole curvilinear beadwork designs. 

F2: Serninole warrior, c. 1836 
His dress includes crescentic silver gorgets sus
pended around his neck, silver beadband , buckskin 
coat with beadwork and ribbon edging, buckskin 
moccasins and Ieggings. His face pain t consists of red 
war- paint representing blood, green which enabled 
better night sight, and yellow for death . 

F3: Black Sernino1e guide, c. 1836 
Black auxiliaries and scouts had fought with their 
Seminole hosts after escaping from Southern planta
tions, often adopting Indian dress, language and 
customs. He wears a red cloth bandolier. 
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F-1: Seminole ·warrior, c. 1836 
Sn·ipped as for combat, he wears a n·uncated triangu
lar cloth breechclout. 

G: 19th cen tury 
G 1: Creek chief, c. 1826 
During the early 19th cemury Ieaders of the Sourh
ern tribes were regular visitors to vVashington, nego
tiating treaties in the vain attcmpt to halt American 
scttlcmcnt of their Iands. Many were painted by thc 
artist Charles Bird K in g (1 785- 1862) and h.is associ
ate Gcorge Cooke. King was the official govcrnment 
painter of these Indian dclegations. D espitc the loss 
of many of the original works in a fire at the 
Smithsonian Insti tute, Washington DC in 1865, 
copies both by King hirnself and H enry In man (for 
the platcs uscd in thc 3-volume epic 1-fistm:JI of the 
Indian Tribes of North America by McKenney and 
Hall) have survived. T he Creek chief shown, partly 
based on the McKenney and Hall plates, shows him 
wearing a caped open-fro nted coat, sash, belt, front 
seam Ieggings and moccasins. T he triangular flap 
bandolier displays figurati ve beadwork, probably 
with spiri tual representations. A number of Creek 
beaded objects have gold- plated beads. 

G2: Eastern Cherokee booger dancers, c. 1900 
Mask disguises were long ago widely used in ritual 
appeals for successful hur1ting and war, but only 
amongst the consen ·ative Cherokee of orth Caro
lina (a band who escaped removal and later occupied 
the Q.ralla or Eastern Cherokee Reservation) did 
mask making survive to the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Later Eastern Cherokee masks were called 'Booger 
Masks' and were worn during interludes in Cherokee 
social dances, their faces often displaying Euro
American characteristics thus regarded as clowns and 
the antithesis of Cherokee culture. Their fu nction is 
therefore different to thc masks of the Iroquois of the 
north, their long-distant relatives. 

GJ: Westem Cherokee capitol building at 
Tahlequah, Indian Territory 
Despitc the tragedy of the relocation of the 
Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole 
to the new Iands oflndian Territory (now Oklahoma), 
these so-called 'Five C ivilized Tribes' made a 
remarkable adjustment to E uro-American culture, 
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A lWiccosukee-Sem i nole 
1V01nan o f souchern 
Florida c. 1980, working on 
quileed- or pacchwork
clecoraeed clothing. Tl1c 
clescenclants ofehe few 
Seminoles who rem aincd 
in Florida a fi:er ehe ehrec 
wars against ehe 
Am ericans are now 
diviclecl inco ewo groups: 
linguistically into thosc 
speaking Creek and those 
who speak Hitchiti (or 
Miccosukce); and recenely, 
also politically, in to two 
clistinct 'tribcs', the 
Miccosukee and Seminolc. 

the homes of mixed blood Ieaders and tribal cap ital 
buildings were modelled on southern styles. Somc of 
these buildings, including the Cherokee capi tol 
building, still survive as museums. 

G4: Cherokee ball game play er, c. 1890 
Various forms of the ball game were played by 
eastern tribes from Hudson Bay to the G ulf of 
Mexico. lt was played between two teams - some
times representing villages, clans or moieties- on a 
field with goals set at a distance of several hundred 
yards. In the south the gamewas played with two ball 
sticks (rackets); the object was to dri ve the ball under 
the goal of the opposing team. T he game was very 
rough and once used as a preparation for warfare; the 
Cherokee, Choctaw and Seminole sti ll play the game 
today. T he northern form of the game was adopted 
by Canadians und er the name ' Iacrosse'. Ceremonial 
Scratching scars shown on the playcr 's arm, per
formed by medicine men before the game, was con
sidered beneficial to health and wclfarc. 

GS: Stand Watie, Cherokee Confederate 
Brigadier General, 1865 
T he Western Cherokee of Indian Territory were 
divided into the old Ross and Ridge factions, the 
legacy of the removal which continued in the west 
with much bitterness with acts of murder and 
outlawry on both sides. At the outbreak of the CiYil 
War in 1861 the Cherokee as slave owners \\'ere 
southern sympathisers. The old Ridge party headed 
by Stand Watie and their organisation 'Knights of 
the Gold Circle' declared for active service with the 
Confederacy whilst the Ross faction , supported by 



thcir patriotic organisation the .Kitoowah (Keetoo
wah) Society were for strict neutrali ty. Two Chero
kee regiments were raised for Confederate service 
under Stand Watie and Colonel Drew, although the 
lattcr wcnt over to the Union siele after a dispure over 
service condirions. Stand Warie with 700 Cherokee 
and Creek men continued guerilla warfare through 
Arkansas, Kansas and Oklahoma and were among the 
last to lay down arms at the close of the war. The 
Keetoowah Society and derivative the 'Red Bird 
Smi th' group are still Organisations drawn from the 
conservative and predominantly fu ll-blood Okla
homa Chcrokees. 

H: 20th cen tury 
Hl: Oklahoma-Creek girl in ribbon dance 
dress, c. 1950 
Creek women and girls wear this dress during the 
'Busk' or Green Corn Dance and a part of the 
cercmony is descendcd from the women 's scalp 
dance parades of the 18th century. Carrying knives 
indicates their willingness to prcpare food. T he 
S tomp Dance, deri ved from an old Creek and Chero
kee ceremony, is the uniquely southeastern contribu
tion to the 20th-century Pan-Indian dances of Okla
homa Indians. P rimarily now a secular dance, the 
dress worn by girls consists of a blouse of a single 
colour with ribbon trim, a long, loose skirt with a 
light colour apron, both with ribbonwork. Long, 
wide ribbons arc worn as pendants from the hair or 
blouse. 

H2: Mississippi-Chocta w m an, c. 1910 
T he ceremonial costume of the Choctaw is q uite 
distinctive and is still worn for dances today. The flat 
ha t or 'shapo' (Chapeau) is of Cajun influence, an 
open- fronted coat or today a collarless shirt is worn 
which usually has ribbonwork in contrasring colour 
on the front or arms. Belts and baldrics have beaded 
scroll or coiled snake and ball game designs which are 
of ancient origin . Silver armbands, silver gorgets and 
face paint were also itcms of male adornment no 
Ionger scen but remembered. 

HJ: Mississippi-Ch octaw woman, c. 1980 
The ' traditional' dressstill worn by Choctaw girls in 
Mississippi on special occasions comprises a silver or 
beaded hair comb, a beaded nccklace of net or open 

beadwork, a dress derived from the 19th-century 
styles with full sleeves, fitred top, lang skirt of solid 
colour wi th ribbon applique work of contrasring 
colours. O ver the drcss is vvorn a lang white apron 
with ruffles at bottom and sides. The Chocta w and 
other southeastern tribes excelled in basketry and the 
craft sti ll persists. 

H4: Florida-Seminole wom an and child, 
c. 1915 
The dress of the Florida Seminole of the late 19th 
and early 20th centmies developed into unique 
forms . Men wore lang 'Big Coats' or knee- length 
tunics and womcn wore ankle- length dresses with a 
cape which later became a blouse, and many rows of 
neck beads. Dresses often had hand-sewn bands of 
contrasring coloured cloth around the lower par t of 
the skirt. Between 1895 and 1910 Seminole women 
obtained hand-cranked sewing machines ancl re
placed solid colour bands with bands of mul ti-col
oured quilting or patchwork. Our model also wears 
coin silver brooches. 

HS: Nlississippi-Choctaw girl, c . 1910 
Shows the origins of the modern Choctaw women's 
gala dress. 

Three cloth bandoliers, 
probably Creek or 
Seminole c. 1830, 
decorated with beadwork. 
Although the 
interpretation ofthe 
designs are unknown, 
similar bags have hun1an, 
animal, bird and oth cr 

symbolic figures in 
abstract fon ns, which are 
also present here, despite 
being en tirely constructecl 
oftracle materials. (From 
the pen nanent collection 
ofthe Montelair Art 
M usetm1, JVIon tclair, l'•lew 
Jersey, USA) 
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