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INTRODUCTION

This third volume of “Foreign Legions” deals with Central and Southern Europe. It
also contains a substantial “Addendum” made possible by the large amount of ad-
ditional material, especially relating to Belgium, which has become available since
publication.

The author would like to express his gratitude to all those readers of the first two
volumes of this series who, as invited, wrote in with further information and/or
corrections. He would wish to extend this invitation to the present volume as well.
Any supplementary facts or corrections would be very welcome. In this connection
particularly appreciated would be further information on the youth movements men-
tioned (with view to possible future publication on this subject).

It may be observed that much of the material on the medals and decorations of
Slovakia and Croatia has already appeared in the author’s “Orders, Decorations,
Medals and Badges of the Third Reich” Vol. 2 (Bender, 1973), but as this is now out of
print, it was considered appropriate to include this material here along with some ad-
ditional facts. Quite a sizeable section has been devoted to the orders, decorations
and medals of Hungary. This has been done because, as medal collectors will be
aware, no comprehensive study of the awards of the Horthy period in Hungary has
ever appeared in English. This is an attempt to remedy this sad deficiency.

The fourth, and final, volume in this series will deal with the “Ostvolk” - the mul-

tifarious array of eastern volunteers in the German forces, along with those from the
Baltic states, Finland and Romania.
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ALBANIA

Italy conquered and occupied Albania in March 1939 (six months before the out=
break of the Second World War). After the Axis victory over Yugoslavia in 1941, th
frontiers of Albania were extended at Yugoslavia's expense to include the province o
Kossovo with its mixed Serb and Moslem population. When Italy quit the war, Ger-
many took over the “protection” of Albania. Hitler ordained that it was to be “treated
generously’ (this was due mainly to his desire to maintain good relations with the

Islamic world - Albania’s population being largely Moslem).

Himmler argued that with their traditional hatred of the Christian Serbs, the Alba-
nians could be counted on to make fierce anti-resistance fighters, Following this line
of reasoning, he authorized the setting up, in April 1944, of an all-Albanian division of
the Waffen S.5. For this new formation he selected the name Skanderbeg in recogni-
tion of Albania’s most celebrated warrior-hero (Iskander Beg) who, in the mid-15th
century, had driven the Turkish invaders out of Albania.

Although nominally “Albanian,” the new division drew many of its recruits from the
former Yugoslav region of Kossovo. Volunteers came forward in insufficient numbers
{about 9,000 volunteered of whom only 6,500 were passed as medically fit), and it
became necessary to pad the new division with men drafted from other S.S. units. The
cadre personnel were German or Volksdeutsche. By August the division, now known
as the 21 Waffen-Gebirgs Division der S.S. “Skanderbeg,” was deemed fit to be sent
into action against the Partisans (the only duty for which it had been trained). Its per-
formance was lamentable. Within two months there had been close to 3,500 deser-
tions! Ta compensate for these losses, Himmler was obliged to draft in some 3,800 of-
ficers, petty officers, and ratings of the Kriegsmarine currently “unemployed’’ in
various parts of the Aegean. Even this was not enough to save it from disintegration.
By early 1945 the 21st Division was in such sorry shape that Himmler decided to stand it
down and use what reliable personnel remained to form a “Battle Group”
(Kampfgruppe) - a conveniently vague term which could signify anything from several
thousand men to a few score! Eventually the “Skanderbeg” faithful were incorporated

into the “Prinz Eugen” Division as part of its 14th Regiment which was then accorded

he somewhat dubious honor of bearing the name ““Skanderbeg.” The involuntary
e ; 4
; s’ from the Kriegsmarine appear to have ended up in another scratch Waf

Hy ! nteer : :
k. on (the 32nd Volunteer Infantry Division) hastily thrown together in the

fen 5.5. divisi
closing stages of the war.
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Collar patch with runes. Worn only by
officers.

Plain black collar patch. Worn by non-
commissioned ranks.

Albanian double headed eagle worn on
left arm by all ranks of the division (an
example in the Forman Collection).

Special collar patch with the helmet of
Sranderbeg. Tli‘-nis was tried out but was
withdrawn on the grounds that it was
unrecognizable from any distance.
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Silver-grey thread on black Skanderbeg cuff title.

The “Skanderbeg’ Division had a special collar patch designed for it. This took the
form of the goat’s head helmet of Iskander Beg. No doubt this patriotic symbol w_as
highly appropriate but it was also, unfortunately, quite unrecognizable at any dis-
tance! The result was that it was never adopted (although it was certainly manufac-
tWred and the .5, “map”’ continued to feature it long after its official abandonment!)

In place of this special patch, officers wore the standard 5.5. runes, and other ranks




simply a plain black patch. On the left upper arm the black double headed eagle of

Albania was worn on a red shield with a black backing. As a mountain division, |

members were entitled to wear the §.5, type edelweiss on the right upper arm and o

the side of the cap. A black and silver “Bevo” cuff title SKANDERBEG was authorize
It may have been carried over to the *Prinz Eugen” when the “Skanderbeg” vetera
were transferred to the 14th Regiment of that division (this,

A conical fez, or skull cap,

however, is uncertain),
in white lamb’s wool (traditional Albanian headgear) wit
the $.5. eagle and death’s head on the front was authorized for

wear by Moslem mem
bers of the division,
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German made belt buckle with Skan-

derbeg helmet. This may, or may not,
ave been intended for the Skander-
eg Division.
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(a) (b)

(a) The official vehicle sign of the division;

(b) an alternative, but unconfirmed vehicle
sign (based on the Skanderbeg helmet).
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The Treaty of Versailles which reconstituted Europe after the First World War
brought several new states into being - among these, Czechoslovakia. This was
created out of four former regions of the defunct Austro-Hungarian Empires
Bohemia-Moravia, Slovakia, Carpethian Ruthenia, and parts of Silesia. The Czechs,
Slovaks, and Moravians are Slav peoples, but considerable bodies of ethnic German

to accept their changed status and their reluctance turned to militancy with the rise o
Hitler in neighboring Germany. Discontent was deliberately fostered as a part of long-
term Nazi strategy. Without doubt, the German propagandists from the Reich found
fertile soil among the expatriate Teutons of Czechoslovakia.

In 1910, a Pan-Austrian Workers Party had been formed in Vienna. Before the end of

the First World War, it had been renamed the German National-Socialist Workers
Party (D.N.S.A.P.). A Czech section of this party was created in November 1918.
Despite the close similarity of their party labels, the D.N.S.A.P. and Hitler’s N.S.D.A.P.
were not directly connected aithough sharing many of the same pan-Germanic, anti-

Slav, and anti-Semitic sentiments, By 1929 the D.N.S.A.P. had some 200,000 supporters
among German-speaking Czech citizens.

Even innocent sounding bodies like the German Gymnastic Association (Deutsche
Turnverband) acted as vehicles for the dissemination of Hitlerite ideas among the Ger-
man community. This influence was particularly strong along the border regions of
Bohemia and Germany (known as the Sudetenland where Germans formed a high
percentage of the population). Tension between the Czech state and its German sub-
jects increased and led to the suppression of overtly Nazi parties and political “sports
clubs.” In October 1933 the D.N.S.A.P. went into voluntary dissolution (one day
before the official decree ordering it to do so came into effect). In the same year a
Sudetendeutsche Heimatfront (Sudeten German Home Front, or S.H.F.) was formed
under Konrad Henlein, leader of the Deutsche Turnverband in the Sudetenland. In

order to conform with Czech regulations relating to political movements, the “Front”

od its name to “Party (Sudetendeutsche Partei, or 5.d.P.) the following year. l'Jn-
g uch had been banned by the Czech authorities since 1931, but the wearing
> éls;,;ard was permitted, and “rank” within the S.d.P. was indicated by a scheme of
:::sbar:d chevrons, etc., worn behind the Party’s lapel badge.

Throughout the mid-30s, the S.d.P. stepped up its activities, encour‘ag‘ed and finan-
ced by various Nazi agencies in the Reich. Hitler's occupation of Austria in Marc!'n 1938
left the Czechs in an even more precarious position. Westerf\ Czechoslovakia was

nclosed on both flanks by “jaws” of Nazi controlled territory, and tf':e gt::vern-
e, a5 well aware that the type of subversion that had preceded the invasion of
mr:;i: was now being practiced by Hitler’s henchmen within their own state. Prior to
:}:::Anschfuss, aso-called “Austrian Legion”hadbeen farrn.ed E)y the 5.S. and S.A. fror:
among pro-Nazi exiles from Austria. This clandestine “Legion’’ had b?en transforme
into regular 5.5. and S.A. units after Austria had been incorporated Tto tl.'le Greau?r
German Reich, but its organizational structure (in Germany) had remained intact. This
was now put to use as the basis for a Sudeten German Le.gion (Sudetendeurs?he
Legion) raised along exactly similar lines. Like the Austrian Leglf:n, the St{deten Legion
was not, in reality, a single entity, but the generic term for a variety of umt-s, some S.A.,
some Allgemeine S.5., a few Waffen S.5. (known at this point in time as 5.5.-
Verfiigungstruppen). The S.A. units were styled S.A. Hilfswerk Nord-West (H.N.W.),
roughly, “‘S.A. Auxiliary Formation North-West.” As a sub-division of SA Grupp.e
Hochland, its members were entitled to wear an edelweiss badge on the side of their
kepis. On their reddish-brown collar patches (right side) they may have had the metal
letters HNW (or simply NW). There were around 8,000 men in this particular S.A. for-
mation. Those of a higher physical standard and proven political dedication (perhaps
some 1,500) were accepted into the Allgemeine S.5. Of these latter, about 500 were
adjudged fit to be admitted into the 5.5.-VT Standarte “Sudetenland” recently formed
at Munich (Dachau). Later this regiment was incorporated into the 5.5. Standarte 2
“Deutschland,” thus, finally, to become part of the celebrated “Das Reich” Division.

Within the Sudetenland itself, Henlein had formed a strong arm group of the 5.d.P.
known as the Freiwilliger Schutzdienst (Volunteer Defense Service), or F.S., ostensibly
to provide “physical training and furnish voluntary aid in the case of accidents and
natural disasters,” but in reality a para-military training unit. The local 5.d.P. leader at

Eger let the cat out of the bag when he spoke of it as, “a body of soldiers on duty at all
times."”

From July 1938 onwards, the German army ran weekly, five-day courses (Monday to
Saturday) at Neuhammer, near Breslau, for F.S. men who secretly slipped out of, and
back into, Czechoslovakia under the guise of holiday-makers or travelling
businessmen. In Germany they were furnished with a make-shift uniform (mainly Ger-
Man army) and instructed in the arts of rifle shooting and demolition of static defenses
" Slearly in preparation for sabotage of the Czech frontier installations. Each course
fOmprised some 50 trainees who, at its conclusion, took an oath of loyalty to Hitler.
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Otito Spronk Collection

In September 1938, the Sudeten Legion had its name changed to Sudetendeutsches
Freikorps. Units were set up along the Czech border, and it appeared that an arme
insurrection might break out at any moment. This was prevented only by the shamef
“Munich Agreement,” by which Britain and France (without consulting, or even i
forming, the Czechs) turned over the entire Sudetenland to Hitler. On October 1st
the same year, Czechoslovakia ceded more than a third of her territory (including h
most vital frontier defenses) to Germany. With the result that only six months later, o
14 March 1939, when the Germans moved in to take over the remainder
Czechoslovakia, the government was powerless to resist. From that day on the Czec
state as a political entity ceased to exist. The Sudetenland was incorporated into th
Reich as Gau Sudetenland, Bohemia and Moravia were declared to be a Germar
“Protectorate,” while Slovakia became, in theory, an independent state - in practice,
German puppet.

SUDETENLAND

The Sudetenland was formally incorporated into the Greater German Reich i

January 1939. The headquarters of the new Reichsgau was at Reichenberg; its leader
Gauleiter Konrad Henlein - his reward from a grateful Fiihrer for his part in the
destruction of Czechoslovakia.

Konrad Henlein
in uniform.

Type of belt buckle worn by Henl
and Freikorps members.

After the absorption of the Sudetenland into Germany proper, the 5.d.P. no longer
had a function to fulfill and was, consequently, dissolved. All the Nazi organizational
aructure was introduced. Until such time as standard N.S.D.A.P. uniforms we.re
available, some S.d.P. leaders wore a sort of provisional uniform consisting of tunic,
trousers, and peaked cap. On the band of the cap was a ribbon in the Sudeten colors:
plack/red/black, and on the peak an elongated swastika very sirnilar.to that Iau?r
adopted by the Flemish Germanis 5.5. (see Vol. 2 of the present series). A semi-
aniform of white shirt, black tie, and black breeches was sometimes worn by S.d.P.
members both before and after the take-over of the Sudetenland (despite the Czech

government’s prescription of “political uniform”).

An S.A. Gruppe Sudeten was established in September 1938 drawing its strength
mainly from the now disbanded Freikorps. Although Prague was not, of course, in-
cluded in the Sudetenland, S.A. Standarte 52 (a regiment of 5.A. Gruppe Sudeten) was

quartered in that city (again made up largely of ex-Freikorps men).

Decoration of Honor for Gau
Sudetenland. Instituted as late
as January 1944, All gilt except
for the black-red-black
(Sudeten colors) at base of
wreath,

Three versions of the Achievement Badge of the German Gym-
nastic Association in the Sudetenland (in fact, a political
organization).
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(b) (<)

Lapel badges: (a) S.H.F. (Sudeten Heimat Front)

(b) 5.d.P. (Sudetendeutsche Partei) Ladies type
(c) S.d.P. male party member

(all the above are silver on red.

S L

S.d.P. lapel badges of rank. There are, in fact, 14
ranks since eacg of the above can be in gold or
in silver. The author apologizes for the fact that
the first of the above (the type with oak leaves)
was wrongly identified in his “Orders, Decora-
tions and Medals of the Third Reich,” Vol. 2 as
being the “Badge of Honor of the S.d.P.”

Karl Hermann Frank wears the first ver-
sion illustrated above with oak leaves., .f
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The last gathering of the S.d.P. flags at Reichenberg, 5 November 1938.

Brassard (and flag) of the
S.d.P. Sudeten deutsche

Party) which existed be-
fore the German occupa-
tion of Czechoslovakia.

Flag of the 5.d.Pp. after the Ger-
Man occupation of Bohemia-

ater by the Kuratorium. This
“ﬁ;\ was also sometimes seen
E!il‘nple
One). Black and red are the

Oravia. This flag was also used

rassard (photos show, for
+ K.H. Frank wearing

s of Bohemia,




Metal belt buckle w
Freikorps Sudetenla
box containing a la
in Czechoslovakia

ith runic F.S, Said to be for the
nd but probably never issued. A
rge number of these was
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onet of the Assault troo osstrupp) of the

f the Freiwilliger Schutzdienst perform military style
m;i{n?v?trlsaospasest Althtg)ugh not actually in uniform, they
deliberately dressed alike. It would take only a change of dress
to convert this squad into German R.A.D.!

BOHEMIA-MORAVIA

In March 1939, a “Protectorate’” of Bohemia and Moravia was established.
Although, for all practical purposes a satellite of Germany, it was permitted its own
Sivilian administration under a Czech president, Dr. Emil Hacha. All political parties

Sudetenland. Bl
eath), and Stosstru
troops, advance). Note S.d.P. bad
eagle and swastika on hilt of bayo

e says Sieg oder
pp voran (Assault
ge and S.A, type
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were banned except the “official” National Solidarity (Narodni Sourucenstvi) Move-
ment (N.S.) which declared itself in favor of the setting up of a corporatist state on
fascist lines. By May 1939 over 98% of the male population of the Protectorate had
been enrolled in the N.S., but its very size made it unwieldy, and its protestations
loyalty were never trusted by the Germans. Theoretically, the supreme authority was
the Reichsprotektor, a post held by career diplomat Constantin von Neurath from
1938 t0 1943, but in truth, real power was vested in his deputy. The most celebrated i _‘
cumbent of this office was Reinhard Heydrich (appointed in September 1941 to suc-
ceed K. H. Frank). When, in June 1942, Heydrich was assassinated by the Cze
resistance, his place was taken by Police General Kurt Daluege. In August 1943 ther.

was a revision of the administrative structure of the Protectorate, The largely nominal

Moravia was created. Karl Hermann Frank (predecessor to Heydrich as Deputy
Reichsprotektor) was given this post and invested with virtually dictatorial powers, He

remained in it until the end of the war (after which, along with Daluege, he was
hanged as a war criminal).

Although, in theory, all political parties, other than the N.S. were banned, a number
of overtly fascist organizations were allowed to continue in existence. They were:

(a) The National Fascist Community (Narodni Obec Fasisticka) formed by General!:
Rudolf Gajda in 1920 and owing its inspiration to Mussolini rather than Hitler.

Membershi bad%e of the
Narodni 3bec asisticka
(about twice actual size).

(b) Czech National Solidarity Movement “The Flag” (C.N.S.T. “Vlajka”). It had a
membership of around 13,000 (less than 0.2 percent of the population) and, like the
above, was modeled more on Italian than German fascism.

Two versions of the membership badge (not actual size) of the
C.N.S.T. Vlajka Movement (Cesky Narodni Sourucenstyi Vlajka).

VLASTI ZDAR

Two membership badges of
the Narodni ourcenstvi.
The ladies’ version is the
same as for adult males ex-
cept that it is on a gilt,
horizontal brooch pin. The
motto “Vlasti Zdar” means
“All for the Fatherland.”

Youth

Adult males

(c) Fascist Action Committee (Fasisticke Akcni Komité) ‘

(d) Movement for National Restoration (Akce Narodni Obrody). This was not so
much a political party as a grouping of anti-Semites.

{e) Czech Federation for Collaboration with the Germans (Cesky svaz pro
Spolupraci s Némci) founded by Jan Fousek shortly after the outbreak of war,

V. Duchac

Gold and silver honor badjes for mem-

bers of the Czech Federation for
Collaboration with Germany,
(fl The Activists. A group of out-and-out collaborators founded by Colonel
Emanuel Moravec (formerly of the Czech General Staff) in the summer of 1940,

None of these groups was of any great importance in itself, but as th‘e‘ war
progressed, the leaders of some of these factions began to infiltrate the Czech civil ad-
ministration and displace officials whose “loyalty” was regarded as suspect. For exam-
ple, Jan Fousek was, in May 1941, placed in charge of the N.S. His first action was to
dismiss 1,573 prominent members of the party as politically untrustworthy. Fousek
then compelled all N.S. office holders to take an oath of unconditional loyalty to
Hitler. Colonel Moravec of the Activists became a cabinet minister (in January 1942) as
Secretary for Education. Later he was appointed to the Office of Public Enlightenment
(the Czechs borrowed this euphemism for “Propaganda” from the Germans!). When
the Kuratorium fiir Jugenderzeihung (see below) was formed, Moravec was appoin-

ted its General Leader.

(a)

@) Lapel pad f the D.N.S.A.P. (German National-Socialist Workers Party). Despite
the cloge sin%?la?ily of name, this was not directly related to Hitler's N.S.D.A.P.
(although sharing many of its aims).

21




Peter Grach

(b)

(b) A well-made lapel badge, but very probably only a commemorative piece relati
to the occupation of the Sudetenland in 1938 rather than an award (certainly not the
equivalent of the Golden Party Badge).

C. Ailsby Collection

(c)

(c) Lapel badge of the DeutscheTurnerbund with date “1919” (the date on which t
“Gymnastic Association” was founded in Czechoslovakia).

V. Duchac

(d)

Honor Shield of Duke Wencelas. With

and without wreath, below is the

miniature with wreath. Black eagle with
22 red “flames” on silver.

with the break-up of Czechoslovakia, the former Czech army was disbanded, but in
October 1939, President Hacha asked the Germans for permission to raise an armed
force 10 assist the police in the maintenance of internal order and security in the
protectorate. The Germans agreed. They stipulated, however, that this Government
army (Regierungstruppe, or Vladni Vojsko) must not exceed 8,000. In practice, it fell
short of this figure. It had about 7,000 members of whom 280 were officers (including
no fewer than 40 generals!). In addition, there were some 350 uniformed civilian ad-
ministrators, 15 of whom held a rank equivalent to that of army general. The result was
2 somewhat top heavy force! Artillery and automatic weapons were not allowed. The
Regierungstruppe had only Model 98/24 Mauser rifles (ex-Czech army), bayonets,
and, for officers and senior NCOs, 7.65mm calibre revolvers. Sabers, later replaced by
daggers (ex-Czech Air Force), could be carried by commissioned ranks on ceremonial
duties or on leave. Cavalry units were envisaged, but the horses ear-marked for these

were appropriated by the Wehrmacht at the start of the Russian campaign.

The government army had three rather grandly named “Inspectorates” - Prague,
Brno, and Hradec Krolové - each with four battalions (subdivided into four companies
each). Almost all the personnel were former officers or NCOs of the Czech army. Few
soldiers can have had so peaceful a life! Duties consisted either in ceremonials or
“guarding” property and installations which, in fact, were never at any time in danger
of attack! Only in the latter stages of the war did the government troops see anything
approaching active service. In May 1944, 11 of its 12 battalions were moved to
Northern ltaly, leaving only the 1st Battalion for guard duty in Prague. In Partisan-
infested Italy, the Czechs were used only in the passive role of building defensive in-
stallations (Stellungsbau). About ten percent promptly deserted to the enemy! In the
autumn of 1944, the remainder were brought back to the Protectorate. By this time,
the four-year engagement for which most had enrolled had expired. Few wished to
sign on for a further four. Before the end of the year, the government army had disin-
tegrated, What little was left took the side of the resistance in the last days of the war,

The only “decoration” which could be awarded to the Regierungstruppe was an
Achievement Badge (Leistungsabzeichen), instituted about July 1944 “for repeated
aCts of assistance to the German forces.” It was in three classes (bronze, silver, and

Achievement Badge (Leistungsabzeichen)
awarded to the “Government Army” in
bronze, silver, or gilt.




gilt), but judging from its extreme rarity, the Czechs must have given their Germag
masters little cause to award it!

Unlike their Slovak brothers, the Czechs did not take an active part in the campaig

against Russia. A Czech League against Bolshevism (Ceska Liga proti Bolsevismu) .-:-'I_
formed, but it did little more than hold meetings and mount anti-Soviet exhihitions,;

(7) Staff Sergeant (8) Sergeant Major
is true that one slightly demented ex-brigadier of the former Czech army did tr
repeatedly to persuade the Germans that he could raise a “St. Wenceslas Division!
from among his pro-German compatriots who would be happy to serve side-by-sid
with their Wermacht comrades. The Germans were not convinced. When, in the lag

Shoulder strap (with unit
number) for ranks (1) to
(5) inclusive.

desperate weeks of the war, they agreed to allow him to try, he succeeded in raisin

only 13 volunteers!

UNIFORMS OF THE REGIERUNGSTRUPPE

All ranks wore a grass green tunic buttoned to the neck (senior officers occasionall
wore an open neck with white shirt and black tie) and grass green trousers with bla :
shoes. Officers could wear breeches and black top boots, NCOs black German-styl
Jack boots. Shoulder straps were piped in yellow. Senior NCOs (sergeant and ug

Shoulder strap (with unit
number) for ranks (6) to 7

(8) inclusive,

wards) had yellow lace down the center of their shoulder straps. The battalion numbe
(in Arabic numerals) was worn on both shoulders, in gilt metal for officers, in whif
metal for others. Staff officers wore the number of their military district, or Inspeg
torate, in Roman numerals. Rank was indicated by the combination of the shoulde
strap style with the number of stars worn on the collar. These were five-pointed ant
attached directly to the collar (not to a collar patch). Junior NCOs wore white meta
stars, senior NCOs silver, officers gilt. As an alternative to stars, officers occasionall
wore rosettes. Headgear for all ranks was either a Czech army style forage cap o
peaked cap. On duty an ex-Czech army Mod. 1935 steel helmet (painted green) wa
worn, on the left side was a transfer, or decal, with a white lion rampant (emblem @

Bohemia). The forage cap badge was simply crossed swords; later this was replaced b

Government Army Rank Insignia (Enlisted Ranks)

ar .

(1) Private (2) Senior Private

L:“O soldiers of the government army, a corporal and sergeant. Note badge over right
east,

24 (4) Lance Corporal (5) Corporal (6) Sergeant




Cloth breast badge

a shield with the arms of Bohemia-Moravia. The peaked cap badge was also originall
crossed swords surmounted by a rosette of white/red/blue (blue being the ou
color), but later this was changed to a wreath of linden leaves with crossed sword
superimposed. The piping on both types of headgear was yellow. Cap badges wer
gold for officers, white metal for others. On the peaked cap the chin strap was goll
braid for officers, silver braid for senior NCOs, and brown leather for others.

t I for (left to right) Subaltern ranks (with battalion number
{mlﬁirlisla’:ypsmsuid Roman numeral), General.

Rosette as an alternative to star for officer’s

All ranks could wear a double-breasted greatcoat with two rows of six buttons dow collar patch.

each side, Belts were brown for officers, black for other ranks.

NOTE:
The ranks of General 2nd Class and General 1st Class existed in
theory but no officer reached either of these grades.
Cap badge for non-

commissioned ranks (not
actual size).

Government Army Rank Insignia (Officers)

LN IR

2nd Lieutenant 1st Lieutenant Captain

.;_;

Private in Junior NCO of Senicla‘r‘ NCO tin Senior ngu?tyi“
i i ¥ ing-ou ar
marching kit. a cavalry unit w:' nzrc;'r - gL:l ey

Colonel General 3rd Class




General in

Senior NCO in
_ walking-out undress uniform
uniform with sword. with greatcoat.

(b)

Peaked caﬁs for:
(@) Junior NCOs and men

(b) Senior NCOs

(c) Officers (other than Generals

(d) Generals.

Officer in marching kit.

General in
parade uniform.

Military Official with rank Officer in guard duty uni-

equivalent to Captain in form.
walking-out uniform with
greatcoat.

Forage cap for non-commissioned
ranks.

Officers” cap badge, 1st design Officers’ cap badge, 2nd design




Officer’s belt buckle

On-duty guards wore a lanyard and aigulette which varied according to rank
follows:

Red lanyard with brass aigulette: junior NCOs and men

Silver lanyard with white metal aigulette: senior NCOs

Gold lanyard with gold aigulette: officers.

Badge for Marksman’s lanyard of the
“Government Army.” (Shields with the
arms of Bohemia and Moravia within an
oval wreath of linden leaves, The whole
in grey metal.)

In 1943 a badge which had no function other than ornamentation was introduced f
wearing above the right breast pocket (symbolically, perhaps, since this was where th

Wehrmacht wore its well-known eagle-and-swastika device). It took the form of a d

shield with the lion rampant of Bohemia. The shield is flanked on both sides

“wings"” of two linden leaves on a red background, piped in blue, then white. This

badge is known to exist in a gold thread, silver thread, and white cotton version
presumably for officer, senior NCOs, and men, respectively.

Officers” and military officials” shoulder strap badges:
i T o e -

Non-specialist
Officer

Veterinary
Officer

nidentified Technical Admin. Military Official
lI:ut possibly Specialist Official Auditor of
Auxiliary Judicial Service
Administrative
Service

Bandmaster collar
patch (golden lyre)

GENDARMERIE AND OTHER POLICE FORMATIONS

The Protectorate Gendarmerie was, in the main, simply the previous Czech
Gendarmerie carried over into the new regime with only a very slight modification of
iNsignia, A an auxiliary to the Gendarmerie, a Bereitschaftspolizei (Alert Police -
literally “Readiness Police”) was raised by voluntary enlistment during 1943. Its func-

tion was 1o fulfill the role of “other ranks” to the Gendarmerie - all of whom were

3




either commissioned officers or senior NCOs. Both Gendarmerie and Alert Polig
wore a light grey uniform. Gendarmerie officers wore peaked caps, tunics, a
trousers with, in bad weather, capes (also grey but with a dark collar). The cap badg
was the Protectorate coat of arms upon a square set at a 45 degree angle, surrounda
by a wreath of linden leaves. The old Czech Gendarmerie helmet continued to b
worn by NCOs - officers did not wear this type of headgear, only a peaked cap. On e.

front of the helmet was a large metal badge incorporating the arms of th
Protectorate.

Cap badge of the Gendarmen

” A 'u”
| 'H” ||||”

i
(a) (b)

Shoulder straps (a) for officers ai
(b) for NCOs. Each can be with of
two, or three stars according to

I m

m

The old Czech Gendarmerie helmet is shown being
worn.

anks had red collar patches and red down the center of the shoulder strap upon
.k was indicated by either one, two, or three stars (officers had five-pointed
three-pointed). Stars were white metal for NCOs and junior officers, gilt

Allr
which

stars, NCOs
for senior officers. Belts, gaiters, shoes, etc., were brown leather. Breeches were worn
or

duty, trousers and shoes off duty. Senior officers had twin red stripes down the
outer 5eams of their trousers.

The Gendarmerie was equipped only with very light weapons, some of these, like
the short saber, symbolic rather than practical. Officers could carry a 7.65mm pistol;
NCOs had a 1895 model Mannlicher carbine (with a bayonet).

The Alert Police wore a similar grey uniform to that of the Gendarmerie but with
trousers, Not breeches, They had a red band round a peaked cap which was rather
<imilar in appearance to the old Czarist army type. On their red shoulder straps rank
was indicated by one, two, three, or four white metal “buttons.” The cap badge was
the same as for the Gendarmerie. Again, only light weapons were carried.

M

| hui It i I|||I i

Shoulder straps with rank “buttons,” one, two, three, or
four in silver.

8
I LT

The Traffic Police wore a dark blue uniform with ranks indicated by stars on the
collar patch (but in 1944 changed to the same scheme of ranks as the Gendarmerie).
The Water Police had light blue in place of red as the center color of the shoulder
strap. The Excise Guard wore the same style of uniform as the Gendarmerie but in
light green with dark green collar patches. The cap badge was the same for all
branches of the Protectorate Police.

An indigenous Luftschutz was raised by selective conscription in 1943, This served
both as a Civil Defense force and as an auxiliary to the German Flak artillery. The uni-
form for non-commissioned ranks consisted of a brown tunic and brown breeches
With dark blue puttees (this may have come from French army stores) and a greenish-
Brey forage cap with the crossed swords badge of the government army. Officers wore
anopen-necked greenish-grey tunic with rank indicated by one, two, or three stars on
both ¢ ollars. All ranks wore the Protectorate coat of arms (in full color) on the left up-
PEr arm. On duty German blue-grey Luftwaffe steel helmets were worn with the
Protectorate badge on the left side. Civilians employed as messengers wore a dark

blue brassard with Alarm-Verbindungsdienst (Emergency Communication, or Liaison,

i3




Service) with, below this, its Czech equivalent, Poplachova Spojovaci sluzba. This sey

vice was attached to, but not part of, the Luftschutz.

There was also an Air Raid Clearance Service (Aufraumungsdienst) whose mem
wore a red brassard with this German word above its Czech equivalent. This seryje

was later incorporated into the Luftschutz.

A Harvest Guard, the equivalent of the Gardes Cham

pétres in France, existed |
Czechoslovakia before the war and continued, under G |

erman tutelage, during th
Protectorate. It was not uniformed. Members wore only an oval badge which featup,
the Protectorate lion with, at the top, the German words Beeidete Wache and |
Czech equivalent, Prisezna Striz (Harvest Guard) below.

Badge of the Beeidete Wache (Harvest
Guard) of the Protectorate. The above
is actual size. It was based on a rather
similar pre-war Czech badge.

In the autumn of 1944, the Red Army was beginning to close in on Czechoslovakia
and the Germans started to press Czech (and other) civilians into service as defensi

schechen

il

o 3 f
UsLMsaLz

Cuff band “Czech Labor Action” (

ployed by the Germans in the construction of defensive fortifications as the Red Army
approached Czechoslovakia. '

ners Labor Action cuff band worn by nonCzech citizens engaged on the same
mﬂ Fyellow on dark blue).

h Tschechen-Arbeitseinsatz (Czech Labor Action) in yellow, other civilians had an
E band with Auslindereinsatz (Foreigners Labor Action). As a reward for those who
a"dn :rlll;;ularly well, a special badge of honor was instituted. It is a bronze shield with
flie‘;mmcmrate eagle and swastika above a scroll upon which is .Fiir Arbeit Zu‘m
Schutze der Heimat (For work on the defense of the Homeland) with, bta-neath., :s
equivalent in the Czech language. Behind the scroll is a spade crossed with a pick.

Date of
Badge of Honor for Work on Home Defense. ;
iliaslﬁutinn uncertain, but late in the war. Bronze pin-
back shield.

THE KURATORIUM FOR YOUTH TRAINING

As a counterpart to the Hitler Youth,* the German authorities set up in May.1942 a
Czech Youth Movement known (in German) as the Kuratorium fiir Jugenderziehung
in Bshmen und Mihren (The Curatorship for Youth Training in Bohen'?ia o
Moravia). Under the supervision of Hitler Youth officers, Czech boys and g|rls‘b.p_-.
tween the ages of 10 and 21 had to perform “service duty.” In 1944 and official
announcement stated that there were 300,000 boys in the Kuratorium. Officers wore a
blue-grey tunic with deep turned-up cuffs, silver buttons, silver piping round the
collar, black breeches, and top boots. On a Hitler Youth type peaked cap the so-called
*German boys and girls in the Protectorate had their own Hitler Youth units which
Wore standard H.J. uniform.
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Officer’s cap badge

Officers wore a blue-grey tunic with the collar q!ged in silver.
Black breeches were worn with black top boots. The belt was in
black leather with the Kuratorium eagle on a round metal
buckle. Metal cap badge as above.

Minister
Emanuel Moravec

Wenzel-Adler (Eagle of Duke Wencelas) was worn above a white/red/blue cockad
(blue being the outer color). This same eagle with, on its wings, the heraldic shields o
Bohemia and Moravia (in full color) was worn on a white background on
red/white/red brassard (i.e. a brassard in the same basic colors as that of the Hitler
Youth). The Kuratorium was divided into two age groups, 10 to 15, and 16 to 21 years.
The younger boys wore a blue-grey shirt without shoulder straps, open at the neck
with a neckerchief, belt and cross-stray, black or brown short trousers, white stock=

.atld a variety of dress was,

_ed slightly from the norma
fieed he flag of the former S5.d.P. ¥
the Czech Military Academy, and currently Minister of

government. He had a son in the Waffen S.5.

4 black shoes. The older boys wore white shirts with black ties, black trousers,
& and a belt without a cross-strap. This was known as the “emergency uni-
mably the Germans planned a more elaborate uniform for “‘after the
ps wore the Wenzel-Adler brassard (as described above). But fiue
d too difficult to provide,

_bhck Shoesf
%‘;m" . presu
' ou

Ty poth age Br : :
§e time shortages, even the “emergency uniform” prove : s
£ in practice, worn. swastika flags were carried. These dif-
| type in that the central white circle is outline in black -

Leader of the Kuratorium was Emanuel
this was, infact, t

Moravec, former lecturer at
' ion in the Portectorate
fducation 1N

. i in Bi ; . Red with
jum fiir Jugenderziehung in Bohmen u. Mihren. Red
\l'r;}sls: ri:sgl' é':};et"ﬁ?;g‘“é? le l\.wi’thsarfmi of Bohemia and Moravia in color. This may
have been adapted from the N.S. Sudetenbund brassard.

Alternative version of the above. Brassard is now colored red/white/red in the style of
that of the Hitler Youth.
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Emanuel Moravec, leader of the Kuratorium between an unidentified S.S. officer and
an officer of the Hitler Youth.

The Wenzel-Adler (presumably in a metal version) was awarded annually to the fif=

teen best members of the Kuratorium from each Bezirk (District). This eagle alsal

featured on another award of the Protectorate - the “Shield of Honor of the Protec=

torate of Bohemia and Moravia with the
Protektorates des B6hmen und Mihren mit dem Herzog-Wenzel-Adler). This decora-
tion was instituted by K.H. Frank on 6 June 1943, the

tion of Reinhard Heydrich. Duke Wence

first anniversary of the assassina-

slas {or Wenceslaus) of Bohemia lived from

908 to 929 A.D. and made a treaty of friendship with the Saxon King Henry | (“Henry

the Fowler,” who later became Holy Roman Emperor and was one of Himmler’s idols),

Eagle of Duke Wenceslas” (Ehrenschild des’

Karl Hermann Frank awards the
first “Shield of Honor of the
Protectorate’ on 18 June 1944,

Recruiting label urging Czech youth to
join the Kuratorium.

s e Ger-
which placed Bohemia under German protection.* He was, therefore, to th Gh,
: 1 ic r this

Mans, the symbol of Czech-German collaboration (he paid the price for t
. i man

collaboration by being murdered by his own brother - a fact which Ger

l 0 nae er |h Honor i 5 1S | [hf("e
1-]&"'-:_\'-”!.’& te d _{i to gl(}ss ove } e ono Shleld Of DU‘(E‘ W!f' 1(:(3135 IS T

gla r e ’-.h' i ilver T h h bast’.‘,a
jr‘-‘ d ‘xhil’_’ld wi.lhoutaw e:’!th at [h baSe,a 5 \e]d Wlthasll\" rwreath at the

iniature on a
shield with 2 gold wreath at the base. Any of these could be worn as a miniatu
!iti[k-;nn_

*For these corrections to the information given in my “Orders, Decorations, M(-‘dr "
4nd Badges of the Third Reich” Vol. 2, pages 87-88, | am indebted to Mr. Vaclav
Métic

ka of Prague.

V. Duchac
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SLOVAKIA

On 18 March 1939, after the German occupation of Bohemia and Moravia, what v,
left of Czechoslovakia became the, theoretically, Independent State of Slovakia und
Prime Minister (later President) Josef Tiso, In reality, Slovakia was, and remaine
vassal of Germany. Under the so-called Treaty of Protection by which Hitler .:.
Slovakia under his “care,” the Slovaks were required to forego an independe

foreign policy and follow Germany’s lead. This took them, a few months later, in
war.

Ever since the formation of Czechoslovakia in 1918, some Slovaks had worked f;
the break-up of the state and the creation of an autonomous Slovakia. The most jg
portant faction in this respect was the Slovak Peoples Party of Father Hlinka (Hlinke
Slovenska L'Udova Strana, or H.S.L'S) formed as early as 1918 by a Roman Cathol
priest, Father Andrej Hlinka, It was originally Catholic and chauvenistic rather 4
fascist. It acquired its Nazi tone only after Hlinka's death in August 1938 by which tim
the Slovak autonomists had come to regard Hitler rather than God as the person
likely to bring about the miracle of Slovak independence!

The H.S.L'S had, early on, formed its own black-shirted action squads, known as h
Rodobrana (Home Defense) modeled on Mussolini’s Blackshirts (Hitler had not at thi
stage - 1922 - appeared on the political scene). On the left breast of their black shl:'
members of the Rodobrana wore a silver double-armed cross. This emblem repre
sents the twin patron Apostles of the Slavs - Saints Cyril and Methodius. When @
upon a three-peaked mountain, it is the national emblem of Slovakia and, as such
features on many of the insignia of the period.

The Rodobrana was subjected to a good deal of police harassment and eventuall
was outlawed. In July 1938 a new Party militia, the Hlinka Guard, was formed. T
guard was to play a sinister role in the later history of Slovakia. It might be compare
to the 5.5. in Germany, although, due to internal squabbles among its leaders, it nevel
achieved the status or influence of that organization.

By an order of 5 September 1939, membership of the Hlinka Guard was made coms
pulsory for all males between the ages of 18 and 60 years, while membership of it
youth branch (The Hlinka Youth) was obligatory for young persons between the ages
of six and 17 years. But this sweeping decree proved so unpopular (not to say imprac
tical) that a new statute was drawn up on 21 December 1939 which allowed enlistment
to be purely voluntary. The guard was now organized as follows:

Hlinka Guard 1st Class (men in the 20 to 35 age group)

Hlinka Guard 2nd Class (men in the 36 to 60 age group)

Hlinka Transport Guard, H.D.G, (Hlinkova Dopravna Garda)

Hlinka Academic Guard, A.H.G. (Akademicka Hlinkova Garda)

Hlinka Guard Abroad, Z.H.G. (Zahranicna Hlinkova Garda)

Hlinka Guard Elite Storm-Troop (P.O.H.G.)

Ome Spronk Collection

President Tiso is greeted by an §.5. guard
of honor on his arrival in Berlin,

In addition to the above, there was the Hlinka Youth (Hlinkova Mladez) “a voluntary
organization for boys and girls of the Roman Catholic faith, of aryan descent, in sound
health, and without a criminal record.” They were sub-divided as follows:

Vicata (Wolf Cubs): boys from six to ten years

Orli (Eagles): boys from 11 to 16 years

Junaci (Young Lads: boys from 17 to 20 years

Vily (Pixies): girls from six to ten years

Tatranky (Tatrian maidens): girls from 11 to 15 years

Devy (Maidens): girls from 16 to 20 years

The Hiinka Youth manual for 1943 refers to a “dagger of honor," and several medals
but does o, unfortunately, illustrate any of these. Boys wore a Hitler Youth type of
Uhiform with brown shirt, dark shorts, and a black forage cap with a round badge in
the form of a Slovak double cross upon a stylized eagle. The girls uniform appears to
have beep a dark skirt and white blouse with a neckerchief (rather like the B.d.M. un-

form) with the Slovak double cross above the left breast pocket.

4
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Cap badge of the Hlinka Guard,
cloth version (white cotton eagle
with red fasces and red Slovak
Cross in blue circle), all on black.
(Example in a private collection.)

Slovakian Dr. Tuka wears a metal version of the above Hlinka Guard cap badge dur

a visit to Berlin on 24 November 1940. To his left is German Foreign Minister vo
Ribbentrop.

| badge of the Hlinka Peoples
Slovakia (Slovak cross
ve H.5.S., standing for Hlinkova mer members of the Rodo
ki L'Udova Strana)

Commemorative badge (gilt metal)

worn on left breast pocket bl for-
rana,

now part of the Hlinka Guard.

\
\\

il

i

|

Flag of the Hlinka Guard. Blue
cross on white circle on red field.

Unidentified cloth badge.
Probably only a trial item never
actually issued.
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Belt buckle for ceremonial belt of Hlinka Guard officer. The motto “Naz

cesta nemozna na straz” means “To go back is impossible, be on

guard.”

Officers of the

Hlinka Guard. Note officer on right carries a dagger,

\\

= ——
fwo versions of the brassard of the
Hlinka Guard (blue cross on white
circle, red background).

Dagger of the Hlinka Guard.
This dagger has been the
subject of several mis-
identifications, it is definitely
not “Eastern Peoples” or
“Spanish,” but is one of
some four variants made at
the Brno Arsenal for the
Hlinka Guard during the
Second World War. Some
versions have an inscription
on the blade which in tran-
slation reads “Never refreat,”
others have a narrower
blade than is shown in the
au:ump:uwingi photo. Others
still have a lanyard ring on
the pommel and there are
alternative types of metal in
which the dagger is finished.
It does not appear (from
photos) that all Hlinka
Guard officers carried a
dagger, possibly it was regard-
ed as a distinction to be earned
(or possibly just not enough
were produced in the time!)



Emblem of the Hlinka Transport
Guard

Hlinka Guard (also Hlinka Youth) Hlinka Guard. Cloth version of cap
bronze cap badge. badge (white cotton).

Detail of cap cockade in Slovak:
national colors and wreath of lin-
den leaves.

Josef Kirschbaum, the
commander of the
Hlinka Academic Guard.

46 Two versions of brassard of the Hlinka Transport Guard.
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Armed members of the
(The collar patches as w

Boys of the Viéata (Wolf
town in Slovakia.

Hlinka Guard wearing ex-Czech army steel hel
orn in this photo were later dropped.)

Cubs) of the Hlinka Youth on parade through |

i i i Youth. Note

- of the Girls section of l'he. Hlinka
|"“:‘:!L-irln on the extreme right is in a German B.d.M.
tha‘fortn Girls wear the Hlinka emblem _above left breast
::'(kct but on upper arm (except for the officer, extreme left).

:mblem worn on left upper arm by male
:E:t: (iﬁuth, and above left gteasl pocket by
female Hlinka Youth.

VK. Ager

Members of the Hlinka Youth on friendly terms with members of the Hitler

;omh. Note the tassel worn on the side of the forage caps of the Hlinka &
Ouths, F




50

Member of the Hlinka Youth (center) with, left, a Hungarian boy and right,
German boy. It might appear that the Hlinka Youth is wearing a badge o
his collar, {nul this is, in fact, the cap badge of the boy behind who |
resting his hand, with his cap in it, on the shoulder of his comrade in fron

[@] | Civil lapel badge of the Hlinka Youth. Red double
cross on while within a blue circle on which, in
yellow, Hlinkova Mladez (Hlinka Youth).

The basic Guardist uniform was black - in fact, ex-Allgemeine 5.5. uniforms supplieg
by the Germans, Rank was indicated on the collar patch and by a narrow shouldel
strap (inthe manner of the old Austro-Hungarian army). Shirts could be black or white]
worn with a black tie. Officers had black breeches and top boots, “Sam Browne’ belts
and cross-straps. Daggers were not normally carried, but photos show some offices
with them - possibly presentation awards. Headgear could be either the ex-Czech
army “pork pie’’ type of forage cap or a peaked cap in the German style. On the lef
upper arm all members of the guard wore a red brassard with the double cross o
Slovakia in blue on a white background (sometimes circular, sometimes oval). The
Transport Guard had the addition of white “wings” on either side of this center pieces

The design of the brassard varied; there appears to have been no “standard”
“issue” type.

On the peaked cap an eagle, rather like the German type, was worn above, for the
Academic Guard, a metal fasces, and for all others a wreath of linden leaves enclosings

the national cockade, a red/blue/white rosette (white being the outer color),

Dr. Tuka arriving in Berlin on 24 November
1940. Note the dagger being worn.

Slovak army dagger, but also worn by senior
diplomatic officials (see photo above).

Veterans of the original Rodobrana wore, on the left breast pocket, a metal badge in
the form of a Slovak cross within a wreath of thorns (symbolic of their suffering under
the erstwhile Republic).

The Hlinka Guard Elite Storm Troop (Pohotovostne Oddiely Hlinkovej Gardy) or
POH.G., wasa specially selected unit of the fittest and most dedicated young Guard-
18ts formed in May 1941 and sent to Germany for instruction by the §.5. For mu.ch of
the war, the P.O.H.G. was held as a sort of special reserve, but after the Slovak national
1evolt in the autumn of 1944 when the Germans had to step in and restore order, the
P.OH.G, was given a fresh lease on life, armed by the 5.5., and accorded a leading role
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in crushing the revolt. Insufficient volunteers could be found at this late date to brj
the existing P.O.H.G. up to effective strength as a fighting unit, with the result |
men from other Slovak military, or para-military, formations had to be drafted,
these means the P.O.H.G. was brought up to a strength of around 3,500 men,

Badge of the K.d.P. (Karpaten
deutsche Partei) Carpathian German
Party for Volksdeutsche in pre-war
Slovakia.

Estimates of the strength of the Hlinka Guard as a whole vary considerably. In 1§
there were said to be 27,682 Guardists 1st Class, and 19,703 Guardists 2nd Class. t
maximum the Guard may have had around 100,000 members, but as German fortu,
declined, so did enthusiasm for the Guard. By 1943 it may have shrunk to as few ;
000. Only the fanatics of the P.O.H.G. remained loyal to the end, and even here, asy
have seen, it was impossible to raise a respectable number by purely voluntary meas

In 1939 the K.d.P. became simply
the D.P. (Deutsche Partei) and
adopted the above as ils_bad e (a
blac';( swastika on a white shield
with a red border).

weyolution” of this badge. Originally the eagle was of a "nf)n-political"‘ sort i.unli:e
with the 5.5., German army, or N.S.D.A.P. types) and held in its claws ? shield with t E:
glovak emblem. Later the eagle became the 5.5. type but still lhe‘shleld was Slovak;
finally, all pretense having been dropped, the 5.5. eagle held in its claws the badge
described above - a swastika on a shield.

THE VOLKSDEUTSCHE

Rather more devoted to Hitler’s cause were, of course, those citizens of Sloval
who were of German stock (the Volksdeutsche). Most of the racial Germans of pj
war Czecloslovakia had lived in the Czech areas, but there were also pockets of eth
Germans scattered throughout Slovakia. Of the three million citizens of Slovakia,
347 were registered as Germans.

The pro-Nazi Volksdeutsche of Slovakia had, before the break-up of #
Czechoslovak Republic, belonged to the Carpathian German Party (Karpatendeutsch
Partei, or K.d.P.), which was the Slovak branch of Heinlein’s 5.d.P., but on 9 0cto
1938 the K.d.P. became the Deutsche Partei (D.P.). Its former monogram lapel ba; -.
was replaced by a black swastika on a red outlined white shield. The Volksdeutsche
Slovakia were disappointed that the Fiihrer did not annex Slovakia and declare it to k
a German colony, but Hitler had no wish to prejudice good relations with Slovakia f@

i & le. 2nd design. S.5. type
F.S. ecagle. 1st design. “’Non- FS. ea r &
the sake of its less than 5 percent German population. Despite this disappointmen olitical” eagle with shield of eagle with shield of Slovakia
vakia.

the D.P. consciously and, with the unconcealed aid of various agencies within
many, set about building itself into a facsimile of the N.S.D.A.P.

As the K.d.P., the party had had only 27,585 registered members, but as the D.P.
had (by March 1939) more than doubled this figure - about 20 percent of its mem
bership being women. The D.P. was divided into seven districts (Kreise), administerel
by some 3,800 “political leaders.” In November 1940, and Arbeitsfront déi
Volksdeutschen (A.d.V.) - a Labor Front for the Volksdeutsche was established as
counterpart to the D.A.F. in the Reich; leaders for it were trained in Germany. Th
D.P.'s Deutsche Jugend (German Youth) was its equivalent of the Hitler Youth. An em:
bryonic Labor Service, the Deutscher Aufbau Dienst, or D.A.D., carried out building

ES, cagle. 3rd design. S.5. type
€agle with Nazi shield.

projects such as the construction of a new sports stadium in Bratislava, the Slovak
capital. The D.P.'s equivalent of the Allgemeine S5.5. was the Freiwillige Schutzstaffel
(Volunteer Defense Squad, or F.5.). Its uniform was virtually the same as its German

e : . F.S. wearing the 2nd
counterpart except that the 5.5. eagle held in its claws, not a wreathed swastika, but a A member of the = .

design eagle. 53

shield with a swastika on it (similar to the D.P. lapel pin). It is interesting to note the




Arm badge of the F.S.
(white cotton on black)

Belt buckle of the F.S.

Motto is “Honor, Blood
and Soil.”

Stick pin of the German Labor
vice (Deutscher Aufbau Dienst
D.A.D.) in Slovakia. Said to ’
been given in bronze, silver, or gil
according to merit of work done ¢
number of hours put in as a volun
teer

4

_ in the German-
90 king  battalion of
P=slovak army. Man
rest camera wears
nghield’;_. type eg:
others w
b’”’;:rlﬁml round cen-

fer yPe:

Just as the Allgemeine 5.5. in Germany developed within its ranks an Action Troop
(the Verfigungstruppen, the forerunner of the Waffen 5.5.), so the F.S. burgeoned its
own active corps, the Einsatztruppen, or E.T., which was armed, trained, and provided
ﬁflh uniforms by the S.S. in the Ostmark (Austria). In March 1940 the F.S. numbered
5,622 spread throughout 127 different units in the country. By 1942 this had risen to 7,-
500 with its own flying, motorized, and “cavalry” sub-units. The F.S. played a minor
role in operations against Poland in September 1939 (as did the Hlinka Guard).
Although encouraged to volunteer for the Waffen S.5., only some 750 F.S. or E.T. lads
had, by the spring of 1942, done so, and those who did join up found themselves dis-
tributed piecemeal along its several divisions. By the summer of 1942, however, with
GCermany’s manpower shortage becoming critical as the result of fearful losses on the
Eastern front, the S.5. Ersatzkommando Siidost (S.S. Replacement Command South
East) decided, in July of that year, to introduce conscription for all Slovak
Volksdeutsche males between the ages of 18 and 40 years. This move was strongly
resisted by the Volksgruppenfiihrer Franz Karmasin who feared that his most reliable
followers might be filched from him and the administrative posts which they vacated
filled by Slovaks,

A compromise was reached: recruitment would be entrusted to Karmasin who
would encourage all physically fit men up to the age of 35 to ““do their bit"” by joining
the Waften 5.5., but compulsion, as such, would not be applied. Karmasin would be
dllowed the final decision as to who was, or was not, essential at home. This solution
S€€ms to have produced reasonably good results. Between 70 and 80 percent of men
in tha age group presented themselves at the recruiting stations. No exact figures are
Vailable, but between 1,000 and 2,000 Slovak Volksdeutsche were passed as fit for the

Waffen s 5 Although this would have been sufficient to form at least one regiment,

Members of the Freiwillige Schutzstaffel of the German Racial Group in
O%akia receive a badge of honor (of some sort - possibly for a sports com-
Pelition). Note the “shield” type of brassard.
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the volunteers were simply distributed to whatever division required replace:

Some were sent to anti-partisan formations, a few ended up as concentration cg

guards. In January 1944, the voluntary principle was abandoned and conscription ;
plied. In June of the same year, even the Volksdeutsche in the Slovak armed fore
were compulsorily transferred to the Waffen $.5. An arm shield with “Slowake;j”
man spelling) exists. It is almost certain that this was not worn by anyone in the Waff,
5.5, since individual volunteers never wore nationality emblems (such devices we
worn only where a whole unit consisted either very largely or entirely of volunteere
the same ethnic origin).

Rally of members of the Hlinka Guard and Volksdeutsche officials.

Lapel badge of the Deutsche Jugend (D.).), the equivalent
of the Hitler Youth in Slovakia. This same design was
also used as the cap badge of the D.J.

swastika and

A silver 1
silver oak leaves with the silver and red K.d.P. badge in
the center.

Carpathian-German Decoration.

By the end of 1944, most of the young manhood of the D.P. had been ab-
sorbed into military service of some sort on Germany’s behalf. Lads from the
D:eutschv Jugend were being sent to the Military Toughening-up Camps run
jointly by the Hitler Youth and the Waffen S.5. The very young and the
elderly were organized into an armed Heimatschutz (Home Defense) whose
creation was announced over Bratislava radio on 28 August 1944. This was the
@uivalenr of the Volkssturm in Germany and was compulsory for all males
between the ages of 16 and 60 years. Those who were under the age of 40
were regarded as automatically belonging to the Waffen $.5. By this time the
whole of Slovakia was under direct German rule. Most of the Heimatschutz
were employed
however, were used to assist the Germans in their round-ups and deporta-

in guarding their locality against partisan attack, some,
tions of Slovak Jews - something which continued almost to the very end of
the war

THE ARMED FORCES OF SLOVAKIA
The Sioyak army took an active part in the war. During the brief campaign
3gainst pPoland in September 1939, some 115,000 Slovak reservists were called
P, and three divisions and a so-called “Swift Group” were created. They formed

Part of General List’s 14th (German) Army. Once the Polish campaign was over, most
of the Slovak r
|

e 1941, there was a second general mobilization. Two divisions and a new “Swift
Groyp
p

tivateq

eservists were demobilized, but after Hitler’s attack on Russia on 22

(the term might best be translated as motorized light infantry group) were ac-
The total strength of these three formations was 1,346 officers and 40,393 other
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ortions became frequent: 1,300 members of the Security Division went
over 10 the Soviet Partisans whom they were supposed to be fighting, while
entire regiment from the 1st (Slovak) Infantry Divisian laid down its arms
Ifld }oined the enemy. In September 1943, the Slovak High Command begged
mr to be allowed to withdraw its forces from Russia. Hitler refused. He
it "anded instead that the Slovaks increase their commitment of troops. In
;h! end, the most that he would allow was that the Slovaks be transferred to
, ﬁuieter front. Both divisions were pulled out of the line and amalgamated
” a single unit under the designation Technical Brigade. Brought up to
divisional strength at home, it was then sent, as the Technical Division, to
aérthern ltaly where it was put to work building defenses.

| The two officers who, in turn, commanded the Schnelle Division, Josef
furanec and Augustin Malir, were both awarded the Knight's Cross of the
Iron Cross by Hitler. The Slovak government, for its part, created a multitude
of decorations and war badges which it lavished on its soldiers; indeed, all
.@emberf_- of Slovakia’s armed forces received, in a grade commensurate with
their rank, a decoration known as the “War Victory Cross” (on 14 March

Défilé d'inkg
slovaque.

Slovak infantrymen marching in formation.

ranks. They joined the 17th German Army which formed part of Army Group Sold
By August 1941, the Slovaks had suffered losses of 106 killed, 188 wounded, and 30 m
sing. The bulk of their expeditionary corps was brought home, leaving only about’
000 still on front-line service. From these still-active units, two new divisions
created:

(@) The Swift Division (Schnelle Division in German, or Rychla Divizia
Czech). This was the resurrected “Swift Group” under new command.

(b) The Security Division (Sicherheits Division or Ziistna Divizia) which c@
sisted of three battalions and was used mainly on anti-partison operations
the German rear,

The Swift Division comprised two infantry and one artillery regiment plus
Panzer battalion. The Security Division had a total of 8,475 officers and
Unlike its sister division, it was almost without mechanical transport. On
strength were 601 farm carts and 2,577 horses! The Swift Division took part
the fighting in the Crimea, but during the enforced airborne evacuation frd
the Kuban which followed this campaign, it lost all its heavy equipme
Bereft of transport, it was reformed as the 1st (Slovak) Infantry Divisi@

Augustin Malar

Josef Turanec
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The national uprising of the autumn of 1944 brought about the viry
collapse of the Slovak army. Apart from the Technical Division in ltaly,
that remained were a few companies of ex-regulars (that is to say, fo
regular soldiers of the pre-war Czech army). They were reformed as _,
Domobrana (Home Defense, or the Sloy

equivalent of the Heimatschutz.

Home Army) and became

Slovakia also had a small Air Force consisting (in 1940) of three figh
squadrons, three reconnaissance squadrons, one technical wing, and
reserve wing. The Air Force, like the army, played a small part in the Pg
campaign in the autumn of 1939 and was again in action after Hitler's
sion of the Soviet Union. It sent two of its three fighter squadrons to Rug
(equipped with ex-Czech Air Force Avia B-534 fighters), along with g
reconnaissance squadron of Letov '5-328 biplanes. The Slovak aircraft we
hopelessly obsolete and their crews inadequately trained. The two figh
squadrons were pulled out of service in October 1941 and sent to Ge na
for re-equipping and further training. They returned in the summer of 42
a single squadron (No. 14) equipped with Messerschmitt 109-E fighters
serve as part of Luftflotte 4 (which was the air support of Army Gra
South).

After suffering heavy losses in the course of the air battles above 1§
Crimea in the autumn of 1943, the Luftwaffe replaced the 109-Es of Ne.
(Slovak) Fighter Squadron with the improved 109-G. The antiquated Letoy:
3285 were replaced by Hienkel 111 bombers.

Shortly after the Slovak land forces were withdrawn from Russia, the Sloy
Air Force requested permission to bring back its flying units, By early
the Slovak aircrews were returned to their homeland where they assisted
Luftwaffe in the defense of Slovak airspace.

The total strength of the Slovak Air Force was only around 4,000 officé
and men, and at no given time were there more than about eighty SloV
aircraft in serviceable condition. As its insignia the Slovak Air Force use
Balkan Cross, similar to that of the Luftwaffe except that it was blue
with, in the center, a large red disk. The cross was outlined in white, thi
combining the red/white/blue national colors of Slovakia. During the Poli
campaign Slovak aircraft flew under German colors but with a white outline

blue Slovak double cross on a red circle as their tail marking.

UNIFORMS OF THE SLOVAK ARMED FORCES

The Slovak army and Air Force (there was, of course, no navy!) wore thl
same uniform. It was basically the khaki garb of the pre-war Czech army wi
the characteristic “pork pie' forage cap or, for dress occasions, a peaked ca

L

(@

. (a) Major on the General Staff. Working dress. Khaki tunic and

g.ﬁkus::: [};.)’ 1st Il.ieulenam in the Cavalry. “Walqug out” dress - kha_'lu tunic,
moﬁ breeches, black top boots, white shirt, white gloves. (c) 1st Lieutenant
in Motor Transport Corps in parade dress. Khaki tunic and trousers, ~white
shirt, white gloves, gold braid belt, and gold aigulette. (d) Captain in air
fou:::. Khaki tunic, breeches and shirt, black tie. Service dress. (e) Colonel in
the Flak artillery in parade dress. All officer ranks have gold buttons and
have dark cuffs (either dark brown or dark green). () Captain in Medical
branch in all white summer uniform (cap band is dark green). (g) Captain on
the General Staff in parade dress. Very dark green tunic and breeches, white
shirt and black tie, gold braid belt, and gold aigulette.
All officers were entitled to carry a dagger. It is the same for both army and
air force, except that the army type has a white hilt and a silver sheath and
was worn with a gold troddel. The air force type has a gold hilt and 8.11:[ of
the sheath is also gold, but it was worn without the troddel. fficers
somelimes wore ceremonial swords.

(8)

(b) (c) (d) (e)
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Fho

Top row (left to right). Cadet NCO in khaki service dress; Cadet NCO in
tive service kit; Sergeant of the Cavalry in walking out dress (khaki tunic
maroon breeches); gergeanl of the Air Force in walking out dress (white |
and black tie). Lower row: bayonet and troddel (silver for officers, silver
red for NCOs, brown for other ranks); peaked and forage caps, sports ¥
with red band and gold emblem on black inverted tirangle; buttons W
crossed swords emblem (gold, silver, brown according to grade). Infant
and Pioneer (or assault engineer) infantryman, both in active service

_/‘\g’s
oy

Rank was indicated on both collars, the branch of the service being denoté
by the color of the collar patch. A white uniform could be worn in summi
(by officers only). Cavalry units had maroon colored breeches. On active du
the tunic was buttoned to the neck, but for “walking out” or parade dres

b
@@
« @

officers could wear an open neck tunic with a white shirt and black tie. #
their parade dress, all ranks of the Air Force wore a dark, open neck, bit
tunic and trousers.

e

On active duty, ex-Czech army steel helmets were worn which had, on the
side, the Slovak double cross in white. The Volksdeutsche of Slovakia
e allowed to serve in their own German-speaking units. By an agreement

we

the Slovak and the German governments, ethnic Germans could

be[weeﬂ :

nsfer at will from the Slovak to the German forces without loss of
3 ; !
citizenship. 1t would appear that not all were anxious to do so despite the

«hortations of their Volksgruppenfiihrer since, even as late as June 1944,
e .
till one Volksdeutsche infantry battalion and one Volksdeutsche ar-

therg was 5 :
tillery battery within the Slovak army. In July 1944, all Volksdeutsche in the
slovak forces were compulsorily remustered into the Waffen S.S. The

Volskdeutsche in the Slovak army wore on the left upper arm a swastika
prassard and, as their collar badge, a swastika on a shield.

Peaked cap of a general in the Slovak army. Dark brown with green
Walfenfarbe. Gold bullion eagle, wreath and swords. Gold visor cord. Black
leather peak.

pEN ; Cap badge set for peaked cap of
1 L non-commissioned ranks (white
metal).

Oifi
Cap

T
u;,-;\‘ cap badge set for peaked
gilt
Bﬂ‘nerjc..

metal), gold bullion for
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Slovak air force
dagger.

Cap badge for forage cap. In gilt
for officers, in white metal for non-
commissioned ranks,

Regimental number worn on collars, Collar shield for racial Germa
(Volksdeutsch) units of the Slov
army.

Alpine or Mountain Troops (gilt for
officers, silver for others).

The collar badges (left l
and right) are gilt for
officers, white metal for

: al
NCO ranks. Graduate’s badge of the Gener

Staff College.

S e

Collar badge for Guards Regiments.

)

Graduate’s badge of the Admin. (or
Commissariat) School
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(2nd Lieutenant-Colonel: gold stars. General ranks: silver stars)

MAAWAY *

2nd Lieutenant

Cadet Officer

Slovak army steel helmet.

Lieutenant Captain
ARMY AND AIR FORCE RANK INSIGNIA (Worn on Both Collars) i
(Below: silver stars) ;
Private Lance Corporal : Major Lieut. Colonel

67

Staff Sergeant Sergeant Major




The branch of service colors of the Slovak armed forces were:

General Staff Engineers: black
Infantry Armored Units: pink
Artillery: red Transport: light brown
Cavalry: yellow Signals: dark brown
Air Force: light blue Legal Dept.: dark green
Medical: dark blue

}carmine

P i epiminn
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. J“M“h
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e - - ]
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e A . = e
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Non-commissioned ranks belt buckle

SLOVAK ARMY TRADE BADGES
(Worn on Left Upper Arm)

Signals
(red on brown)

Machine Gunner
(red on brown)

Cartographic Dept.: light green

(yellow on brown)

Mounted Infantry
(red on brown)

Mountain Artillery
(red on brown)

Mortar Crews
(red on brown)

Boat-Pontoon Engineers Machinists

Transport Units
4 (green on brown)

(red on brown)

Headquarters Staff

Carpenters
s (white/green/red)

Bandsmen
(green on brown)

(yellow on brown)

Searchlight Crews

Pioneers (Infantry)

Cyclist
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Antiaircraft
Battery Personnel

‘Iﬂbmlu,“’,,ﬂm "

Expert Motorist. This is one of a series
badﬁes most of which (although not this one) date bac

lo the pre-war Czech army.

Supply Units
Commissariat

¥ dompr=—renl
s o |
I‘-‘ﬂl;'»-"-‘-‘h.

I: T ﬂw} i-lu'g_i:l'i«_ 1

il

ity

Preukaz

& minlstirnemue odimaku

Authorized certificate for Light Machine Gun
Proficiency Badge (for wearing as a miniature on

civilian clothes),

Radio Operator
(red flash on wpl‘l!ite, |
and brown, lower, h

of pmliciencz

LABOR BATTALIONS

Males of an age or a physical grading which rendered them unsuitable for normal

military service could be conscripted into the Labor Battalions of the Slovak army,

'{hese wore the same uniform as the army but were distinguished by having dark
Wn cuffs and collars and a trade, or speciality, badge on the left breast pocket. The
i;bor gattalions also had their own rank insignia, The Company Commander wore an
imbm{dured rosette on both collars (all the officers above this grade were Slovak
Iiiﬂﬂﬂ- Technical instructors had two metal buttons on their inverted triangular collar
:ﬁm:he& A Forman 1st Grade had two silver stripes around collar and cuffs, a Forman

2nd Grade, a single silver stripe in these places.

- -1-5peciai all-Jewish Labor units were formed, with their own distinctive headgear - a
mijor’s cap (from the now disbanded Czech Danube Fleet). This had a dark blue cap
vﬁbbon The Jews had the dark brown cuffs replaced by dark blue ribbons placed in
the form of a St. Andrew’s cross on the lower parts of both sleeves. They had no rank

nsignia, all their officers and NCOs being non-Jewish personnel from the army. In-
itially there were two of these all-Jewish units, but after the invasion of Russia they
were merged as a single battalion and sent to the Ukraine as a bridge building forma-
tion. Later the battalion was brought back to Slovakia to work on airfield construction.
It was then given a dark blue uniform (their former khaki dyed this color). By 1942 the
less physically fit members of the Jewish battalion were being weeded out and dis-
patched to the death camps along with other Slovak Jews. What was left of the bat-
talion was renamed a Civil Forced Labor Brigade and turned over to the tender mer-
ties of the Hlinka Guard.

There was also a Labor Battalion made up of Slovak gypsies.

Collar patch of
Company Commander
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Collar patch of an Instry
tor (two metal buttons)

Officers Manual laborers, Signals
Miners, etc. Personnel

Carpenters, Clerical Workers Medical
Woodworkers, etc. Personnel

The above are only a few of the several emblems worn in the
Labor Battalions.

Forage cap for “Aryans.”

Sailor cap for Jews and Gypsies.

Tunic and sailor cap worn by the
Jewish Battalions of the Slovak
army. This was the first design. 73
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bomber
pilots; si

Pilot/Observer bad
silver wreath for d

k

ge. Gilt

ay fighter and day
ilots. All-gilt for night flying
er eagle and wreath for ob-

THE SLOVAK AIR FORCE

eagle and

Air Gunner’s badge,
One color only: silver.

servers (day); silver eagle and gilt
wreath for night flying observers,

Flight Engineer’s badge. For officers

the propeller is silver, the wreath
gilt; for others the whole badge is
silver.

the campaign a
(wing and fuse

rll"U

() - (i
T (i

Insignia worn on the tail of Slovak aircraft taking part in

ainst Poland in 1939, The other markings
age) were German.

Wing, fuselage, and tail marking for
Slovak Air Force units operating on
the Russian front.

¥ .
B
.-

Slovak pilots being awarded certificates of proficiency. Note
the daggers being worn.
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SLOVAK GENDARMERIE

Gendarmerie cap badge

LN 3!':
:..‘ ‘A \ {'?
non-conl}‘missioned’ rank = 2 il - = p&
(one, two, or ree stars). Silw : - 5 " tinka  Acadcstlc
“bar” darmerie with an o[ﬂm of _thg Hlin

bar” at rear of patch. r. Offic Ers{S:‘):O:lhde ‘ftl)or;akﬁgﬁzﬂ pointing). Uniform is very similar to that of the

ak Army, but note different type of cap badge and different shape of
- collar patch.

Junior non-commissioned ranks Senior
(one, two, or three stars)

A ST T T

** * SLOVAKIA: ORDERS, DECORATIONS, AND MEDALS

A ORDER OF PRINCE PRIBINA

The senior order of the State of Slovakia, the Order of Prince Pribina, was

Warrant  Officer grades (one, two,
or three stars). Silver edging on two

Commissioned qrades (one, two, of
Si
sides.

three stars), Silver edging on

instituted on 8 May 1940 and named in memory of the first ruler of an in-
sides,

dependent Slovakia (in the 9th century A.D.) It is in six grades as follows:
@ Special Grade: a collar with breast star and sash.
(b) Grand Cross: a breast star, sash, and sash “badge.”

{©) Grand Officer: Neck decoration, breast star but without a sash.
{d) Commander: neck decoration only,

(€) Officer: unknown, but possibly a pin-back cross.

0 Knight: a cross from a ribbon.

3 The basic emblem of the Order is a circular medallion with the profile of
Generals. Silver wire linden leaves. Shoulder strap for }
officer grades.
Warrant  officers |
have the same but
without the piping |
round the strap it- |
76 self. (Silver wire),

Prince Pribina from which emanates rays in the form of a cross; betmleen
their arms are three blue enamel “hills,”” from the center one of which rises
the si0, 51 double cross. Any grade could be “with swords”; in which case
Normal bound twigs (or fasces) which form the suspension are replaced 77




Grand
‘Cross

“swords” to the Order of the Slovakian Cross).

The ribbon for all grades (and sash) is coral red with a narrow blue ¢
stripe - this stripe being always one-seventh of the total width of the it
(or sash) which, of course, varied in width with the grade.

The Special Grade collar was awarded to King Carol and Crown p
Michael of Romania, King Boris of Bulgaria, and German Foreign Minis

Ribbentrop. An award of the Grand Cross was made to Himmler in A
1943.

Commander
grade (civil)

ORDER (AND MEDAL) OF THE SLOVAKIAN CROSS

Instituted in May 1940, the Order of the Slovakian Cross in in seven
classes .

Collar of the Order
fand Cross
Grand Officer
OT'I"Ir‘r\dnder
icer
Knigm
Meda|
As fr(‘lm

Sash and sash badge of the Grand Cross.

4 November 1942, “swords” could be added to any grade.




Medal of the Order of the
Grand Cross with swords Cross. It is in three grades: bronze,
and gold. When the award was
swords,” the cluster of linden lea
the suspension loop was replace
crossed swords on a small circular y
(as with the War Victory Cross O
Class with Swords). The motto of
der, Verni sebe svorne napred
“True to yourselves, go forward.”

“WAR VICTORY CROSS” ORDER

called “War Victory Cross” Order, which was instituted on 11 Sep-
The S50~

1€ o pribina and the Order of the Slovakian Cross coming before it).
. r

prince :
. i f Slovakia with
% | of the Order). The basic emblem is the double cross o

Medal ©

«ms ornamented with linden leaves.
-ns a 135

ture was:
e class struc : . ’
E { Cross; an eight-pointed silver breast star upon which a gilt outlined
Grant :

1939, ranks third in precedence among Slovak honors (the Order of

ly four grades, it was later expanded to seven (including the

vak cross and a cross worn at the throat from a ribbon. .
. 5h')ln-s,' a neck decoration in the form of a red enamel Slovak cross with
P (\: Ibetween its arms. The cross is outlined in gilt.
E. lass: as above, but the rays are silver instead of gold.
i?: (kl(:-.s:. a pin-back blue enamel cross with a silver frame and silver rays,
n left breast. |
W‘:’t: ‘: ;.155: a bronze Slovak cross without rays worn‘from a nbb.(:n, y
sth, 6th, and 7th Classes: round medals in, respectively, gold, silver, an

bronze, worn from a ribbon.

“With swords” suspension for
the medal of the Order,

Grand Cross

L 3

The Grand Cross with swords is pictured. The ribbon (and sash) of the
der and Medal is black with two narrow light blue stripes
either edge).

2nd Class neck decoration with original
ribbon (blue with woven linden leaves,

(slightly inset fro edged in white/red/white).
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Any grade of the order or medal could be “
ed along the arms of the breast star, :
arms of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Classes. On the 4th class they feature on ¢
ribbon. The 4th Class has an enamelled metal Slovak
ribbon; with “with swords,"
when without swords, it holds a fasces,

with swords has a white enamel center
without swords).

The Medal of the Order has as its obverse design the Slovak cross
rays between the arms, the reverse has linden leaves
Merit). When the medal is “with swords,” the
linden leaves with superimposed, crossed
without
medal by a V, similar to the V on the Bravery Medal.

The ribbon of the medal and neck decorations is red with
ter stripes. The ribbon of the 4th Class,
basically red with a sort of “folk art”

original ribbon for the 1st Class neck decoration was coral red u;ith
__ linden leaves in yellow; that of the original 2nd Cla?s neck decorat f:m
L [mwith woven linden leaves and inset edges striped in white/red/white
b::i‘:e being much narrower than the red). -

h 1944, all members of the armed forces of Slovakia who hacf ser-
P N.Wc t,}reak for the past four years were awarded a War Victory
W‘.[h"u_‘ y rade commensurate with their rank (the 6th and 7th classes
g gnniss.ioned ranks, the 5th to subalterns, the 4th to majors and
- nOﬂTOZIS and so on, up to generals). In all, 3,769 awards of the
. ena:tndcoh::daf; were made during the Second World War, of these 437

3rd Class without swords.

1st Class
without swords

with swords.” These
or placed between the two horizon

eagle attached to
the eagle holds gilt crossed swords in its talol

It may be noted that the 4th
(not brown as is the case whe

and Za Zasluhy (Fe
suspension is a circular wreat

swords. When the medal |
swords, the suspension is a bar of linden

4th Class without swords
leaves attached to th

two yellow cen:
however, is a very elaborate one &

ornamentation of “dots” of red, yellow

4th Class with swords
and blue between vertical white stripes at either edge.
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5th Class with swords (ob-
verse) (obverse)

5th Class without swords 5th Class without _

(reverse)

Metal emblem for 5th, 6th, or 7th
classes without swords.

BRAVERY MEDAL

On 8 May 1939, the Slovak government instituted a gold medal for “herail

deeds in the struggle for the independence of the Slovak people.”

On 11 September 1939 (ie. after the outbreak of war), a bronze and |
silver class was added and this medal could now be awarded for bravery if

the field,

The gold medal has a red ribbon with a narrow blue central stripe flanke
by white. The silver medal has a blue ribbon with a narrow red central stripe
flanked by white. The bronze medal has a yellow ribbon with a narrow green

central stripe flanked by white.

The reverse of the medal shows the arms of Slovakia above palm leaves

tied at the base by a ribbon or scroll,

when the award was for merit rather than for bravery, a “bar” could be
Wh to the ribbon. This bar takes the form of a circular wreath of linden
5 from which flies a ribbon bearing the words Za Zasluhy (For Merit).
23

“For Merit” bar (the
actual size is 19mm)

COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL FOR THE DEFENSE OF SLOVAKIA

A bronze shield-shaped medal was awarded for two minor incidents in
1939, The obverse of this medal is the same for both, but one has on the
feVerse the wording: Za obranu Slovenska v Marci 1939 (For the defense of
Sovakia in  March 1939), the second has the Za obranu Slovenska
Javoring ‘Orava. The first commemorates some scuffles with the forces of
Hungary when that country was allowed (by Hitler) to occupy part of Slovakia
(the Sobrance District) in March 1939.

The second reverse commemorates actions on Slovakia’s frontier with Poland
8 the stary of the Second World War (in the Javorina-Orava region).
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Both versions of this medal have the same ribbon - blue with a na
white central stripe and white/red edges (red being the outer color),

“Bars” could be added to the ribbon. A bar with JAVORINA could be
ded to the ribbon of the first issue medal. There is also a bar wlth';
1939 (probably for frontier defense up to the outbreak of the Second W
War, and a bar with simply 1X 1939, presumably for actions in the brief .
paign against Poland (in which Slovakia participated),

Cross of Merit for the
Defense of the State,

"
=

Medal with “Javorina”
bar (bronze).

MERIT MEDAL FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE NATIONAL INSURRECTION

To reward courage and loyalty during the popular uprising against his regime in the
autumn of 1944, President Tiso instituted a special medal in six grades: (a) large medal
{36mm) in bronze, silver, and gold; and (b) small medal (30mm) in bronze, silver, and
iﬁld. The ribbon for all grades is the same. It is 30mm wide with six sets of alternate
red/white/blue stripes (red being to the left). The obverse shows a profile of Dr. Tiso
with his name and I. Prezident Republiky (1st President of the Republic). The reverse
has the motto Za Boha, Za Narod (For God and For the Nation) around the Slovak em-
blem with linden leaves at the base.

Obverse

Merit Medal ‘iorh the
Suppression of the
National Insurrection.

CROSS OF MERIT FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE STATE

Instituted in 1939 in two classes: a silver cross and a bronze cross. This decorati
was awarded by the Ministry of Defense to civilians who had made outstanding e
tributions to the work of Slovakia's armed forces. There were no further awards af
December 1942, by which time only 20 of the silver crosses had been bestowed
possibly less than 100 of the bronze crosses,

The ribbon is red with a blue central stripe, flanked by white on either side, T

cross itself is white enamel; it is the outer frame which is either silver or bronze l
cording to its class).




BADGES
RED CROSS DECORATION SLOVAKIAN WAR AND SPORTS

A decoration in three grades was instituted by the Slovak Red Cross, possibly 3
1943. The grading is:
1st Class: a cross worn at the throat. This is a red enamel Latin cross with silya;
“frame"” and silver-gilt laurel leaves between the arms. In the center is a red ¢
white within a blue circle. The ribbon is blue with white/red/white edges, :
2nd Class: the same type of cross as above but worn on the left breast from a
whose colors are the reverse of the 1st Class, i.d., a blue ribbon with white/blue/w
edges.
3rd Class: the same as the 2nd Class but blue enamel arms, It was worn from
same type of ribbon as the 2nd Class (on left breast).

A T —
SORENL 355 L

- l | - Commemorative badge of
B?ctelesein ot'heuta‘i)l:'te:‘:r 19’:;- the “Schnelle Division” on
‘;:}44. the Russian front.

Tank crew badge,

For officers in silver
(with colored shield);
for others, all bronze.

2nd Class decoration. On the
reverse is (in Czech): “Slovak
Red Cross. Cross of Merit of the
2nd Grade” and a number.

(b)

(a)

Badge of Honor for service on the Eastern

t - .
:;?ndesign as issued (b) original, unissued,

design




(a) (b)

Military Sports badge. (a) Full size; (b) as a
miniature stick pin

Labor Service Sports badge

(a)

(b)

Slovak Military Vehicle (and tank) markings
(a) 1940-1942 (b) 1942-1945

white/
blue/
red
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GREECE

Mussolini, jealous of Hitler’s triumphs of the spring and summer of 1940, dg
mined to stage a spectacular military conquest of his own. For this reason alone
had no outstanding quarrel with the country), he invaded Greece from Ita
occupied Albania on 28 October 1940. The anticipated easy victory failed
materialize, and by the winter the Greeks had actually passed over to the off
and were pushing the Italians back. The fate of Greece was, however, sealed w!
ter destroying Yugoslavia in April 1941, Hitler turned his armies on that country
Germans brought the campaign to a speedy conclusion, and from April 1941 untill
tober 1944, Greece was an Axis-occupied land.

The lonian Islands were annexed by Italy, Eastern Macadonia and Thrace-
awarded to Bulgaria, and the remainder of the country was divided into Germ
Italian, and Bulgarian zones of occupation. The Germans held Athens
Thessalonika and, after a celebrated battle, also the island of Crete.

The Greek king, George I, fled the country before the arrival of the Axis forces,|
a puppet government was set up in his place. Resistance movements in Greece, 8
neighboring Yugoslavia, were split between the communist and the non-commut
and although they dissipated much of their respective strengths in fighting €
another, they did, individually, succeed in causing the Axis forces a great deal of t#
ble. Particularly vulnerable were the lines of communication running through'
country which were vital to the conduct of Rommel’s campaign in North Africa

To counteract this insurrgency, the Germans (always the dominant force in the @
cupation partnership) recruited Special Security Battalions (Ellinika Tagms

Asphaleias) which were nominally under the control of the Greek government, rath
like the Milice Francaise of Vichy France (see Volume 1). These “governmental” for€
continued to wear Greek army uniform: khaki, and of a style very similar to that of!
pre-war British army. The Royal Crown was, however, dropped from its insignia onf

grounds that the king had “abdicated” on quitting Greece in April 1941.

The Higher 5.5. and Police Leader in Greece set up a so-called Volunteer Genda
merie (in Greek, Ethelontiki Chorophylaki) which was independent of the govefl

3

mresentalion to one of the Special Security Battalions recruited to fight the Greek

nce.

Preceded lers, Colonel Poulos leads his Poulos Verb.and. Although he
"'"-‘ars((e}regﬁ ;‘rﬂn?ybuunﬁligﬁn, the rest of his unit wore German uniform.

Ment's Security Battalions, and wore German uniform (a mixture of German Police
and army), with, on the left upper arm, a facsimile of the Greek flag. Units with this
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German-sponsored force were often named after their individual commander. Fq
ample, one notorious battalion was referred to as the Poulos Verband from Co
Poulos, a regular Greek army officer who commanded it. Although the unit asay
was garbed in German uniform, Poulos himself continued to wear his Greek
uniform. .

Greek national flag as worn ¢
the left upper arm by membe
of the Volunteer Gend
(on their German unifo

Greece, like all other occupied lands, had, of course, its own home-grown fas
Before the war an extreme right-wing and "'patriotic’ movement, the E.O.N,
Organosis Neolaeas - National Youth Organization) had been formed by Alexal
Kanellopoulos. It was subdivided into two age groups: :

Scaponfs (Pioneers): young people of 10 to 13 years

Phalangites (Falangists): young people of 14 to 25 years.
The E.O.N. wore a blue uniform of forage cap, blouse-type shirt, and ski trousers’
a white tie, white spats, and a white belt. The shoulder straps and the flaps of
breast pockets were piped in blue/white. (Blue and white are the national co
Greece). The E.O.N. emblem was a Greek double headed axe not unlike
francisque of Petain’s France within a wreath of laurel leaves surmounted by a cr@
Oddly enough, this crown did not disappear with the supposed “abdication” of
king as it did from army insignia. The E.O.N. flag was a white cross on blue (like
upper left quarter of the Greek national flag) with, in the center, the axe head with
wreath of green laurels.

-

gugler and drummer of the E.O.N. Blue uniform with white tie.

Flag of the E.O.N.

E.O.N. badge worn on
front of the forage capi

C nial dagger carried by some officers of
lheu.:‘?g.N. It wagsgacluaily German-made (by the
Fickhorn Dagger and Sword Company). It is
nickel with ﬁue leather scabbard and blue
leather on the grip.
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The celebrated ““S.S. map” of
February 1945, to which fre-
quent reference is made in this
and other volumes of this series,
It purports to show all the arm
shields and collar patches of the
non-German volunteers in the
Waifen 5.5. Many of these are
confirmed as having actually
been worn, some appear to
have existed but not worn,
others belong to the realm of
fantasy - for example, the arm
shields of Switzerland and
Sweden. By the time this map
had been produced, many of
the areas shown as being under
German occupation had, in
fact, been liberated!
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+ that the Hungarians, albeit without great popular enthusiasm, should
jgined Hitler’s “crusade” against communism. They entered the war on
ne 1941 having up to that time remained, at least in theory,' neutral,
thstanding their armed assault on Yugoslavia two months prevrot:tsly.
.r rated the Hungarians as little better than the Italians as soldiers. During the
e Soviet counter-attack from Stalingrad in February 1943, when the full force of
£ jan Army struck and broke through the weakest sector of the front between
i:‘:,::nian and ltalian forces, it descended upon a poorly equipp'ed and supplied
_arian 2nd Army. It was the Hungarian’s inability to withstand this onslaught that
f resulted in the German 6th Army being encircled and finally destroyed at
arad in the winter of 1942/43.

HUNGARY

After the war of 1914-1918, the old Austro-Hungarian Empire went in|
state of voluntary liquidation; a process given legal sanction by a
treaties more or less forcibly imposed upon the defeated by the
that war. Under the Treaty of Trianon (in 1920) Hungary lost three-fift
former territory and two-thirds of its former population.* This loss of
Hungary regarded as her rightful domains (in fact, the ceded areas
ethnically very mixed) induced a deep sense of grievance. It appeared
Hitler was the only hope of redress. In this the Hungarians were not di
pointed. The German Leader did a great deal to restore the balance,
with the German conquest, and later dissolution, of the Czechoslovak s
Hitler granted, under the so-called “First Vienna Award,” part of Slovak
Ruthenia to Hungary. The remaining part of Ruthenia was turned
Hungarian jurisdiction in March 1939, The “Second Vienna Award”
August 1940 ordained by Hitler required Romania to hand over nortl
Transylvania to Hungary (this area had been in Romanian hands since
and reverted to her at the end of the Second World War). The defe
Yugoslavia in 1941 brought Hungary further gains - this time in the sha
the Backa and Baranja regions** (the northern “tip” of Yugoslavia cont
with Hungary). All these acquisitions carried within them substantial
minorities. More than half a million ethnic Germans found themselves

Hungarian tutelage. They were to prove something of a thorn in the flesh
the enlarged Magyar state.

THE HUNGARIAN NAZIS

-~ Before the war there had been a bewilderingly large nun.1ber of H}Jngarian
" 7i"” parties. This was due less to the widespread popularity of fg‘lSCIS'm than
the national sense of grievance, endemic anti-Semitism, and !hfz fallure: of
one leader sufficiently strong to draw together the various rival factions
e were never less than ten of these at any given timel). Worthy of ‘mt_m-
is the Hungarian National Socialist Workers’ Party (Nemzeti Szocialista
M.P.) founded in 1932 by Zoltan Bészérmeény, which adopted the brown
shirt of German Nazism with the “scythe cross” as its emblem. A break-away
.;'ﬁﬁ'lited Hungarian National-Socialist Party was formed the following year by
Eéaunt Fidel Palffy which openly used the swastika. In 1934, Count Ale.xander
Festetics formed yet another Hungarian National-Socialist Party, also with the
éﬁastika as its principal emblem. But by this time, Hitler had come to power
in Germany, and the Hungarian government was inclined to regard the
:-"'il.\fastika as a “foreign” importation. Its use in politics was, consequently, b?n-
* ned. Count Festetics’ party substituted for the swastika a traditional Hungarian

Symbol - the so-called “Arrow Cross.” This device was later to be purloined
There was little natural affection between Teuton and Magyar, but pate

Hungary owed a not inconsiderable debt of gratitude to the German Leal
and it also shared his animosity towards Communism - something wh
Hungarians had experienced to their sorrow at first-hand during the brief
bloody regime of Bela Kun (1918-1920). This had been ousted by a right-wi
coup in 1920, and from then on Hungary had been under the quasi-fas
rule of Admiral Nicholas Horthy (appointed “Regent” in 1920 and accord
virtually dictatorial powers as head of state in 1926). It was, therefore, na f.

Y N ics’ Second design of emblem of
*1. Czechoslovakia receiv 65,000 sq. km. and 3.5 million people. Ema?ilem“o' scg?"llis:eﬂetﬁs d design of lem of
2. Yugoslavia received 65,000 sq. km. and 4 million people. 5 (1934), 1st design (swastika Socialist Party (Ar ry) ross

**This is the Serbo-Croat speh'ing. The Hungarian spelling is Bacska; the G upon ih B a ; 1 2 3 i ro : C
man SP‘—’”fﬂg, Batscha. which map o nd m p o Hunga

Hungary),

10
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by another emergent fascist party which was to prove vastly more s I

Arrow Cross Leader, Ferenc
and win more popular support than all the others combined.

ilasi (in civilian clothes)
E:i?h an officer of the Move-
ment (note Arrow Cross
brassard).

This movement was formed in March 1935 as the Party of National Wi
Ferenc Szalasi (born in 1897 of Armenian ancestry in Transylvan
managed to win to its side many of the small “Nazi” parties then extap
1939 it adopted the “arrow cross’”” emblem of Count Festetics and took th _ -
its new title. The Arrow Cross Movement rapidly won nation-wide sy : l. I; B
due mainly to the personal charisma of Szilasi. It gained 30 seats in
Hungarian parliament. But its very success (and violence) caused '
see it as a threat to the stability of the state, and in February 1939
declared illegal.* It was not “legalized” again until after the German
of Russia in June 1941. In the meantime, an “official’” Hungarian
Socialist Workers' Party (Nemzeti-Szocialista Magyar Munkas Part) had |
created. Formed in July 1940, it was permitted to sport the swastika but
in patriotic colors (a green swastika on a white background within a
cle - green/white/red being the national colors

of Hungary). B '

Lapel badge of the “of-
ficial” Hungarian Nazi
Party.

(b)

. bt b) is the used when the
government-authorized Nazi party was never a serious rival to Szilasi’s Arrow Cross emblem (a) is the original type, (b) type

Arrow Cross became the “Hungaria” Movement in 1944.

Cross which came more and more to dominate Hungarian politics as
tried to prop up the defeatist Hungarian government. Indeed, the more
Hungarians sought to disengage from the war, the more formidable €
Arrow Cross influence become, until, in March 1944, the party was (um
German pressure) declared the only permitted political movement in
state.** When, in October 1944, Horthy tried unsuccessfully to make a separate pes
he was kidnapped by an S.5. commando group. Szilasi was then made Prime Minis
On 4 November 1944 he was promoted to the rank of National Leader - a post
was, however by this time, largely nominal since the country was in a state of near &

chaos with the approach of the Red Army which encircled Budapest, the Hungat
capital, on December 24.

*Szalasi was jailed in 1938 and released on 16 October 1940. After being
Prime Minister, his government lasted from 5 October 1944 to 4 April 1945,

**It was now called the “Hungaria” Movement, and it added an “H"" to lf a 2 M t with Arrow Cross brassards.
’ , 3 ungaria” Movemen
center of its emblem. The name Arrow Cross was, however, still commonly usé Two members of the “Hung
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Otte Spronk (a “still” from a news film of 1944)

“Hungaria” or Arrow Cross br

assard. The red and white stripes derive f
the Hungarian coat of arms.

; i i th’s head and crossed daggers worn by the so-
l"'rl;?:trllrj S:It::ds‘?'h::f l‘li'u? Ar:ow Cross. These squads were responsible for

Propaganda poster showing the rounding up and deportation to death camps of Hungarian Jews.

the Arrow Cross flag bet-
ween the flags of Germany
and Hungary. Wording
means (roughly) “One heart,
one desire, forward to vic-
tory.”

Arrow Cross men al ai
headquarters in Budapest.

&3

Sorger of t Troop (or “Assault Company”) of the Arrow Cross (or
:'H"“ﬂdf?d" Hfzr:ovse:::;l]. 'l'h!: example (from the Military Museum in Budapest) -
Obviously German made.
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While still on the subject of Hungarian fascism, reference may hep
made to the Levente Movement. Although not strictly a political party
movement, founded in 1920 and taking its name from Prince Leve
Hungarian historical renown provided physical and para-military training on a o

pulsory basis for all young males between the ages of 12 and 18 years, A fe
Levente was formed in 1941, also compulsory. In 1942, the Levente was officially 5
part of the Hungarian armed forces. At this time it had around 1,300,000 membey
both sexes). 1

Levente Youth cap
The motto means:
Fatherland, King.” Worn
front of f’orage cap.

NOTE:
The above motto was cha
in 1932 to “For a B
Tomorrow.”

Levente Youth Breast Badge
(green, white, and red),

Levente Youth Marksmanship Badge.

VK. Ager
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Officers were allowed to wear a black tunic. On the left arm a red
-:-;_-.ard with a yellow sun wheel on a white circle was worn. Initially the
M. was @ voluntary organization, but later membership was made obligatory
" physicaﬂy fit male Party members on attaining the age of 1.8. In the
> hysical and para-military training was carried out on the basis of tests
"D'.M-‘I Pu-p to an award of the German National Badge for Physical Training.
e spring of 1942, however, the V.D.U. was allowed to institute its own

Trenka

g it is simil its German
jon of this badge. In general appearance it is simiiar to its Germ

versi

is'"al but is slightly smaller and has the letters F.D.S. (Volksdeutsche

origin<’

hzeichen) in place of D.R.L. (Deutsches Reichsabzeichen fiir

§por{ a

Levente Youth civil lapel
Levente Youth badge (metal)
Leader’s Badge

mplacl?d by the V.D.U. “sun wheel.”

THE VOLKSDEUTSCHE

As has already been mentioned, there was a substantial minority
Hungarian citizens who were of German, or Austro-German, origin - the
called Volksdeutsche. Not all were, of course, pro-German, much less
Nazi. Some wished for complete Magyarization, others wanted to be §
Hungarian citizens while at the same time preserving their German _
life and German language, still others saw themselves as Germans who
pened to reside outside the Reich in a physical sense while belonging i
spiritually. Predictably the Foreign Departments of the Nazi Party and of

S.S. encouraged this last category and sought to exploit their pan-
sentiment.

In November 1938, an Ethnic Union of Germans in Hungary {Vo.'ksbun'_
Deutschen in Ungarn, or V.D.U.) was formed under the pro-Nazi Franz A
Basch, who in 1939 was granted the title of Volksgruppenfiihrer (Racial GF
Leader). Under a Hungarian-German protocol of 30 August 1940, the
Volksgruppe was accorded a privileged position within the state
recognized as a separate, largely self-regulating, ethnic community. The
consciously modeled itself on the German N.S.D.A.P. In place of the “squd
Nazi swastika, it adopted the ''sun wheel” (Sonnenrad) often referred to
mobile swastika, The V.D.U. had its equivalent of the German S.A., kno . -
the Deutsche Mannschaft (literally German Manhood) and its counterpaft e
the Hitler Youth, the Deutsche Jugend (as will be seen from other chapl
in this series, this term was common to all Volksdeutsche youth formatit
outside the Reich). The Deutsche Mannschaft (D.M.) wore white shirts
black ties, black trousers or black breeches (with top boots) and a blacks

Y
=2

LeleSUbU”ge”}f and the “square”swastika at the base of the badge is

Civil lapel badge of the
German Racial Group in
Hungary. Gold mobile
swastika on white with
red surround and gilt let-
tering.

A D.M. officer
addressing a meeting.
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. D.M. was not normally armed (officers were allowed lct carry revolvers)
$ the autumn of 1944 when it was renamed the Heimschutz (Home
) to become the local equivalent of the Volkssturm in Germany fset up

<ame time, and equally useless!) To bolster up morale in tlhe
‘hihutz, the Waffen S.5. secunded to it eight officers and fifteen senior
< as cadre personnel.

l

lw

T ,“ fnimmunulllll!lmu

il ”
Brassard of D.M. and V.D.U. Political Leaders. Yellow
“sun wheel” on white circle on a red brassard.

f the German Racial Group in
:{I:Ega?y. Yellow “sun wheel” on a white
background, enclosed by a red circle.

Emblem of the Deutsche
Volkswohlfahrt (German
Peoples Welfare Organiza-
tion). This was the
Hungarian racial German
groups’ equivalent of the
“"Winter Help’’ in
Germany.

The V.D.U. flag was white with, in the center, a yellow “sun wheel’l’ within a
red ﬁ;de. It may be noted that this version of the “sun wheel” is virtually
ébsed, i.e. the circular arms actually touch the transverse arms of the cro-ss,
thus completing the “wheel” effect. But most other versions of this device
employed by the uniformed organizations of the V.D.U. have a space bet:
‘Ween the curved arms and the straight arms thus giving a “mobile swastika’
~dppearance rather than a wheel,

Sports Badge of the German Racial Group

monogram V.D.S. stands for VOlksdg

Sportsabzeichen). The Deutsche Jugend dressed at first in a junior version of D.M. uniform

- White shirt, black shorts, and a black forage cap), but later adopted Hitler
- Youth garb - the only difference being in the brassard on which the German
SWastika was replaced by a black “sun wheel.” The Deutsche Jugend (D.).)
Was subdivided, like its Reich counterpart, by age and sex as follows:

DJ. - boys 14 to 18 years

DJv (Jungvolk) - boys 10 to 14 years

DMB. (Deutsche Midelbund) - girls 14 to 18 years

M, (lungmidelbund) - girls 10 to 14 years old il
® organizational structure was identical to that of the Hitler Youth rising
Wough Kameradschaft, Schar, Gefolgschaft and Stamm to Bann (the largest

“Victory” (“Victoria”) device adopted by
German racial community in Hungary dur-

ing the war (around 1943),
110
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formation). There were seven Banne in enlarged Hungary (i.e. includin
newly-acquired territories). ..
Up to 1943, the D.J. based its training on tests designed to leg
award of the Hitler Youth Achievement Badge (about 300 had been. 4
this time), but thereafter the D.]. was allowed its own Leistungsabzeich

\though the D.J. may have shared a common fascist outlook with the
arian Levente, there was no love lost between the two. Indeed, clashes
en youths from the two organizations were by no means uncommon!
er replications of Nazi German originals were the Frauenschaft (for
le Party members), the National-Socialistische Erziehungsheime (national-
alistic training homes), counterpart of the “Napolas” of Germany, and the
che Volkswohlfahrt (German peoples welfare) corresponding to the

inter Help” organization of the Reich.

is virtually identical to the previous bad

MILITARY VOLUNTEERS

‘Hungary, as an independent sovereign state, had, of course, its own army,
air force, and river forces. Its Volksdeutsche minority were not exempt from
conscription into any of these, but the 5.5. worked doggedly (and ultimately
successfully) to circumvent this and procure the young racial Germans for it-
_ Until 1941, direct German recruiting in Hungary was illegal. This did not,
err, prevent the S.5. from spiriting away two or three score of lads from
their Hungarian homeland to the Reich where they enlisted in the Waffen
§S. Most of these ended up in the 6th S.5. Mountain Divison “Nord” in
Finland.

The acquisition of the former Yugoslav Backa region by Hungary in 1941
brought with it a further large addition of Volksdeutsche who, as outsiders
~never previously under Hungarian rule, were of very dubious loyalty. The S.5,
was not slow in attempting to exploit their uncertain allegiance. In this they
- appear 1o have been fairly successful, since by December 1941 they had
managed to recruit some 2,000 young men from this region (most went into
the “Das Reich’ Division), while the German army and the Todt Organization
gained a further 1,000 men apiece. This interference in its domestic affairs
fesulted in an official Hungarian protest to Berlin. As a consequence, Ger-
Many’s Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop met Prime Minister Bardossy of
Hungary in January 1942 in an attempt to regularize the recruitment of young
||| ||4| ||” i ““ Volksdeutsche into the German forces. Bardossy was opposed to any sort of
||| |.| I ‘ “"” encroachment on Hungarian rights, but under heavy German pressure, was
I MLIJ I H ‘ Prepared to condone recruitment provided three prior conditions were met.
These were:

Achievement bad hy
Deutsche j'::ge:d.g e of 68

Boys of the uhe Jugend on the » h
with their fla g
bramrd)e." g (colors same as for the

(@) Enlistment must be strictly voluntary
(b) Minors must have the written permission of their parents or guardians,
() All those who enlisted in the German armed forces would automatically

NC ) e

Wi o Despite these restrictions, the S.5. managed, in the course of an intensive
rd o :
¢ Deutsche Jugend. fécruting drive carried out within Hungary between 22 March and 3 May

Emblem of the Deutsche l"”II”'|
Jugend. r”“ ” ‘
I

m

13
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1942, to raise 16,527 volunteers, although of these only 12,067 were acey
as physically fit for service. A second drive in mid-summer producg
further 9,041 (of whom 5,793 were passed as fit). Most of the recruitg_c
by these two drives went to either the “Prinz Eugen” Division in Yugos
or to the 8th 5.8, Cavalry Division "Florian Geyer” (known at that timg,—‘
as the S.S. Cavalry Division) on the eastern front.

The loss of their Hungarian citizenship was a grievous blow to

Volksdeutsche volunteers, many of whom spoke only broken German an
ten preferred, among themselves, to converse in Magyar. Thus they fe

themselves in the unhappy and ambiguous position of being looked:'

V. Duchac

“dirty Krauts” by their fellow Hungarians and as “Hungarian pigs” by §
Reichsdeutsche comrades-in-arms! This was made the more bitter by
knowledge that loss of citizenship did not apply to Volksdeutsche volung
from other countries such as Romania, Slovakia, or Croatia.

As a token encouragement to their ethnic brothers to “do their bit}
senior leaders of the V.D.U. (including Gruppenfiihrer Basch himself) sigh
on with the Waffen S.5. and went through a (nominal) period of active ¢

. silver and black cloth badge

: - issued to those who volun-
1943; the upper age limit was now raised to 35, and, as a result, a fus 74 o & ":’zr:ﬂns‘%;: t; ::r::::ﬂsgl
the German racial group in
Hungary.

at the front. The 5.5. mounted a fresh recruiting campaign in the autump

thirty to forty thousand volunteers were enlisted. The majority went eithe
the 11th SS Volunteer Panzer-Grenadier Division “Nordland” on the eas!
front or to the 16th S.S. Panzer-Grenadier Division “Reichsfiihrer S.5.” in I

= ISR

— _ e g

i i ith uniforms.
- t before being kitted out wit
?isote“l,li:;n ;gfs runes badge pinned to the jacket.

: | Deutsche Mannschaft (D.M.) after
'°|t1n1|_‘('ring for the Waffen S.5.).
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By the early months of 1944, Hungary had come to resemble more a ¢
man occupied satellite than an independent state. On 14 April Himm_.
ceeded in forcing the Hungarian government to revoke its law under--'
5.5. volunteers were obliged to forfeit their citizenship. Henceforth, \
volunteers would enjoy joint German-Hungarian nationality - at least un
end of the war. At the same time the previous option of perfar'rning.
service either in the Hungarian or German armed forces was abrogated,
the future, young Volksdeutsche males would have no choice - they g
serve only in the Waffen S.S. Conscription was now frank and undisg .

The first “Hungarians” upon whom the harsh asperity of 5.5. con
was to fall were the young men of the Backa, and this the resull
ironic mischance. It happened in the following manner. Now that the
ing of names as well as numbers on its divisions had become the cus
the Waffen S.5., Hitler wanted to know why no S.5. division bore the na
of Nazi Germany’s most celebrated martyr, Horst Wessel. He suggestec
Himmler that a new division be created and this name bestowed upor
Since Horst Wessel had been an S.A. leader, the Fiihrer delivered him:
the opinion that it would be appropriate for the new S.5. formation tc
sist. mainly of S.A. personnel. Himmler must have been more than a
taken aback by this latter proposal. Not only were relations between the
and the S.5. notoriously (and traditionally) bad, but at this stage of the
the once-vast reserve of active manpower represented by the S.A. had b
virtually drained away. There were, in any case, already in existence u
the Army and Luftwaffe which were earmarked to receive 5.A. personnel |
these were, for the most part, undersubscribed.

Himmler, however, determined at least to carry out his leader’s wish |
the name “Horst Wessel” be appended to a freshly-raised S.S. division. E
where was he to find the necessary recruits? Only one as yet not fully |
ped resevoir of manpower remained. This was the young manhood of |
Volksdeutsche. Thus, the lads of the Backa, once technically Yugoslavs, m
technically Hungarians, but in the eyes of the S5.5. expatriate Teutons, fou
themselves subject to the inexorable logic of Heinrich Himmler that all m
of Germanic ancestry, however remote (and settlement in the Backa dal
back to the days of the Empress Maria Theresal) must, in Germany’s hour
need, bear arms on her behalf.

The result was that the 18 5.5, Freiwilligen Panzer-Grenadier Division whi
bore the name of Nazidom's sacrificial hero, Horst Wessel, was made up, f€
the most part, of non-Germans! Although its cadre was drawn from a su
posedly Reichsdeutsche formation - the 1st Motorized S.S. Infantry Brigad
this too was, to a large extent, of Volksdeutsche composition - for exa ':.
most of the volunteers from Danish North Schleswig had been assigned.”

. since lost all meaning. A

o the

Train

‘wus a gd
‘Wessel’ recruits.

| orted
:::;z-r (alternatively S.5. Kampfgruppe “Horst Wessel” - both terms were ap-

plied to i) it was employed to bolster up a collapsing front. It remained on
- i-independent
active duty as a semi-in o . ;

remainder of the division came out from their training depot in the Backa to
'I.-jain it at the front. The division, commanded by S.S. Oberfiihrer August-
;-W‘ilhelm Trabandt, later by S.5. Oberfiihrer Georg Bochmann (and, for a very

. prigade. A further irony was its designation as a “Volunteer" rFramr}ﬂ;gm)
his attribution was customarily attached to Volksdeutsche dl\:'lSIcms
s., and at one time had been reasonably accurate, but n. haﬁ
pplied to the entirely conscripted “Hungarians
“Horst Wessel,” it can be seen only in a rather sardonic light!

jon. T
the Waffen S.

ing, some
ing began in the winter of 1943, and by the following spring

ere “blooded” in active engagements with Tito's partisans  in
. w . .

e lavia. But German losses in the east were now so crippling that any
. i i ind i to the front to
ined or half-trained S.5. unit was liable to find itself rushed

p in the line. This was true of the, as yet, unfully trained “Horst
In July 1944, a “battle group” from the division was hastily
to the Ukraine where, under the name of S.5. Kampfgruppe

unit until December 1944 when the

by S5 Standartenfiihrer

i in the closing stages of the war, ‘
- B served actively

Heinrich Petersen, secunded to it from the “prinz Eugen”), Baes,
against the Red Army and also the partisans of the “National Uprising” in
Slovakia. All three of its commanders were holders of the Knight's Cross.

Recruitment of female Volksdeutsche was introduced in May 1944, Girls betweojlrl\ 17
and 30 were required to belong to the 5.5. Helferinkorps (5.5. Women’s Auxiliary

Corps).

Himmler’s demands on the Volksdeutsche of Hungary were stepped up In
June 1944, he announced his intention of raising two further S.5. divisions
from among their number. He did not fail to point out that the percentage
of volunteers which had come out of Hungary was considerably lower th-an
that from Romania, Croatia, or even linﬁ Slovakia. One division, he said,
would be cavalry. For this purpose, the 5.5. requisitioned some 20,000 horses
from cavalry barracks, remount depots, and private riding schools throug.h'out
Hungary. Press-gang methods were now resorted to in order to find sufficient
“Volunteers” Whole villages were cleared of their young m.en by S.S.
Organized razzias. Only about 200 V.D.U. officials were left at their posts; the

fest found themselves in field grey.

By October 1944, Hungary no longer looked like a German occupied coun-

Y, it now was one. Thereafter, the ruthless conscription methods of the Waf-

fen S5, were applied to the Hungarians as well as to the Volksdeutsche.
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In addition to the two projected Volksdeutsche divisions, Himmler e
the creation of four all-Hungarian divisions within the Waffen S.5. In
Hungarian divisions, Magyar would be used as the word of command;
Volksdeutsche formations it would be German. The Reichsfiihrer S.S.
to have been unaware that many of the Volksdeutsche hardly spoke Ger
or that the supposedly all-Volksdeutsche divisions often contained
“pure” Hungarians. Indeed, in a racially mixed country like Hungary,
ethnic definitions were impossible. Frequently a German-sounding s
and an ability to comprehend elementary military instruction in the
language were sufficient to catagorize a young man as being Volksdeut
(whether or not he thought of himself as German).

Using as its ground unit (Stamm) the 17th Regiment of the 8th S.5.
Division, a fresh division was raised in Hungary during the summer of
was given the designation: 22nd S.S. Volunteer

Cavalry Division *“M;
Theresa” (Hungarian No. 1). This final

appendage, “‘Hungarian
(ungarische Nr. 1), seems to have been an error on the part of the !
authorities and has been a source of confusion for students of the 55 e

since as the same designation was borne by no fewer than three differ
S.S. divisions (simultaneously!).

Known initially simply as the S.5. Division ““Hungary”(5.5. Division Ungam
it did not receive the number 22 or the name “Maria Theresa” until Se
ber 1944. It consisted of Volksdeutsche and “pure” Hungarians indiscrimi
intermixed (with the former being in the large majority). As this result
intractable language problems, the “pure” Hungarians were pulled out
transferred to a smaller unit, 5.5. Kampfgruppe Ney (Battle Group Ney
name deriving from its Hungarian commander, 5.5. Obersturmbannf. Kare
Ney). It remained attached to, although not an integral part of, the 2
Division. Its members wore the same “cornflower” collar patch as the rest |
the 22nd Division. The only half-trained and largely untested 22nd Divisi@
was virtually anihilated in the battle of Budapest. 5.5. Kampfgruppe '
(variously known as S.5. Brigade Ney and S5.5. Regiment Ney) survived to cafl
on fighting until May 1945 when it surrendered to the U.S. Army at Salzbui
in Austria. Its strength at this time was around four or five thousand mefr

The activation of Himmler's projected second Volksdeutsche division to@
place amid conditions of such chaos and disorganization in the autumn ©
1944 that there was barely time to kit out its members with proper uniform!
Many had only civilian headgear. This won it the sarcastic nickname “Sloud
hat division” (Schlapphut-Division). It was allocated the number 33, but such
was the confusion at S5.5. headquarters as to the racial composition of its own
divisions that it too was styled ungarische Nr. 1! The 33rd S.5. Volunteef
Grenadier Division was, in reality, never fully activated. Ill equipped and '

- s
! » = .

A soldier of “Maria Theresa” and a “Hungaria” Movement member standing guard
un a bridge in Budapest.

prepared, it was thrown into the line at Pécs in sc:iuthern ;u:hg:rle:h;rfm;l.
was crushed out of existence by the steam-roller a w:nce e
‘I;he number 33 was then reassigned to the french “Charlemagne
Volume 1 of the current series).

tge(;( the four projected “pure’’ Hungarian divisions, only -twc;)‘ t?\:z; Zoe:‘
beyond the planning stage. These wtlare the zil\zt;aftf::-;};:ir;:i::; ‘::garische
23 i ich was given (at last correctly : :

ls\ff f;‘:’:‘i‘he “:; cWai‘fem-gC.renacﬁen"-Diwi.'.ioﬂ der S.5. “Hungaria” t’u:garrsch;
Nr. 2). The two other planned, but unformed, divisions were t0 be nov\;nlhe
the “Gombos” and “Gorgey” Divisions (taking their r.1ames frcmhheroesst?on 4
1848 uprising in Hungary). As it transpired it was ‘q-u[te out o:1 tt:e q:;uh e
find arms, equipment, and transport for four dwnsioris, wn: b
personnel ear-marked as cadre for “Gombos'! and Gorgey” were
to the “Hunyadi” and “Hungaria” Divisions. . e
Two other hastily assembled S$.5. divisions drawing their pt'ﬂ"«:yonne,Vahmte“ar
in part, from the Hungarian Volksdeutsche were the 315}1"?:.5. “S.t il
Grenadier Division and the 37th S.S. Volunteer Cavalry Division ‘ L:zb s.is
A reference to the 31st Division will also be found in the chapter on Croatia. ‘ls Da? :
Was the Germans and Volksdeutsche remnants of the disbanded. 23rd‘ Mounta.m TI_::“
sion “Kama'" whose Moslem recruits had been sent back to their native Bosnia.
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place was taken in the autumn of 1944 by further drafts of Volksdeutsche from
Backa and Baranja regions supplemented by some two or three thousand “'_
Cross” fanatics. The division consisted of three “Grenadier” (i.e., infantry) regim
plus a “Fusilier Battalion”” formed from the ex-Arrow Cross men. The division pl;
an active part in the defense of Hungary against the Soviet advance but was de ..; .

in the process. The divisional commander was a German, S.S. B"fgadefﬁhrer'
Lombard. :

The 37th Volunteer Cavalry Division “Liitzow” was an even more hurrj

convoked unit. The Hungarian Plains are famous for their herds of !

horses and, for this reason, horse-power in the most literal sense of the
was more readily available than mechanical power in these last days
war. In February 1945, Himmler decided that it would be possible to a
the two existing cavalry divisions of the Waffen S.S. (the 8th and the 23
by a third freshly raised division which would draw its men and mounts fr
Hungarian sources (although not from Hungary itself which by this ti
been occupied by the Russians). In theory the division comprised two
regiments, but it is extremely doubtful if either of these ever reac
anything like full strength. Given the short life of this division (19 Febru
8 May 1945) it is hard to imagine that it could have achieved any sort
fective cohesion. It was granted the name Liitzow (Freiherr Liitzow
hero of the War of Liberation of 1813) in April 1945,

Use was also made of Hungarian cavalry by the German army. In the su
mer of 1944, the cavalry regiments of Prinz Karl zu Salm-Hordomar and Pr
zu Sayn-Wittgenstein (both German) were amalgamated with the 1st Hungarl

Cavalry Division to form the Hartenek Cavalry Corps (under German
command).

UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA

Without doubt the 18th Division had a cuff title Horst Wessel, but the S
monogram collar patch so often attributed to this division in post-w
histories of the Waffen 5.5. was almost certainly not worn. A photogra
which purports to show an S.5. sentry wearing this special collar device is
authentic. The original photo from which this was “adapted” is, in fact, of @
R.A.D. sentry - not even a genuine 5.5. man! Members of the division wof
the normal S.S. runes, It is true that the S.A. monogram collar patch was pt
into production and bona fide examples are to be found (as well, of cours
as numerous fakes) but these in all probability never left the main S
clothing store at Dachau and were “pilot” types only. Doubtless hostility 1t
wearing any S.A. insignia would account for its non-adoption by the 5.5, Pré

judice against their “brothers” in the Storm Troop on the part of members o

7

in pos!-wa
b—d{ntlﬂg u

! RSOSSN TS NN e

~ culf title
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Division but almost certainly never

55 (who regarded themselves as more than just a cut above the “brown

the S.A) must have made the idea of wearing such a device
Similarly, it is doubtful if the S.A. monogram was used as the

" Of

horrent.

le sign of the 18th Division - although again this is often shown as such
ehicle

¢ sources. It is conceivable that the vehicle sign was simply a sword

pward at a 45-degree angle.

7% ¢ KAt 7
Horst Wessel

for the 18th Division. This was certainly both manufactured and worn.

S.A. monogram said to be the vehi-
cle srinn gl the 18th Division but
unconfirmed by any photographic
evidence.

s.A. monogram said to be for 18th

worn.

The 6th Cavalry Division being, despite its complement of Volks}deutsche
recuits, classed as a Reichsdeutsche Division, did not have a special collar
patch. (1 wore standard S.5. runes. Prior to March 1944 when it was granted'
the title “‘Florian Geyer” (in honor of a 16th century leader of the Peasant?
Revolt in Germany) and authorized to wear a cuff band with this name,. fl
had no official cuff title. It is true that a Czech-made “S.S. Kavallerie Dwf-
sion” cuff title does exist and may have been worn by some members of this
unit, but if so, it was certainly without official sanction.

The 22nd Division wore as its collar patch a cornflower. As the corn.flower
has traditionally been a symbol for Germans outside th(.e.F.alheriand, it was
Mot inappropriate. The vehicle sign of the 22nd Division was a!so. a..
comnflower, The illustrated history of the Waffen S.5. (original German- Tlt‘h&.
“Wenn alle Briider schweigen”) shows as the arm shield of the 22nd Division
4 black cornflower upon a background of the red/white/green national colors
of Hungary, There is, however, no evidence to suggest that such.an arm
Shield vas anything other than theoretical. The same German source |Hustr‘a"tes
% the arm shield of the 25 Waffen Grenadier Division der S.5. “Hunyadi” a
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Collar tch of 25th Waffen-Gren.
Df:risionp?‘Hunyadi.” (Certainly issued
and worn.)

Collar patch of the 22nd S.S. Vehicle sign of 22nd S.S. Volys

Volunteer Cavalry Division “Maria Cavalry Division.
Theresa’”” (certainly issued and
worn).

A projected arm shield for the
22nd S.S. Division, but very
doubtful if ever issued or worn.

F ter is
~ Offic 25th (“Hunyadi”’) Division of the Waffen S.S. In the cen
 the sﬁis?gn;?ecommaitder, Yl.l. General Grassy. Note that the oﬁniler or!‘ I:a:
wears the “H” collar patch. The officer on the right still wears the unifo

) ol the Hungarian army.
black raven holding in its beak a ring on a background of the Hungs

national colors. (The raven and ring was the emblem of the Hunyadi
Again, this is extremely doubtful. If the 25th Division did, in fact,
arm shield (and there is no photographic evidence to substantiate this),

much more likely to have been that illustrated on the 5.5. map (see B

Projected arm shield of 25th
Wafien-Grenadier Division der S.5.
“Hunyadi.” This is as shown on the
S.5. map. Colors are unknown but
are most probably oblique
red/white/green upon which a gold
or white Hungarian crown and
“arrow Cross” emblem is placed.
Not known if this was ever issued.

96). That is to say, the crown of St. Stephen of Hungary above the “Am
Cross” emblem on a background of red/white/green. Confirmation of
comes from (a) the book “Die Werbeaktionen der Waffen 5.5. in Unga
which describes (although it does not illustrate) this device, and (b) the
that the vehicle sign of the 25th Division is an Arrow Cross and two stylil

crowns. The collar patch with a large H was intended for the Hunyadi Di
sion. This was certainly both made and worn (by at least some members
the division). Due to the chaotic conditions at this time, it is doubtful if #
H collar patch was ever issued on a wide scale or if the St. Stephen’s Cro¥
and Arrow Cross arm shield was ever issued at all. In fact, a variety of drf€

was worn in these cursorily assembled divisions. Hungarian army
mingled with German field grey, S.5. rank insignia with Honved grades!
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e 26t
An alternative projected arm shia .
for 25th Di\risitrn. l\l'e unrl'i'kely
have ever been made or i

The raven with a ring in its
was the emblem of the Hun
family. Janos Hunyadi was a
century Hungarian militar

who was largely responsible
t1!;|5v6mg oul the !’Turks (he died

Ily well s
i theory that

actua |

th
plack patch.

Vehicle sign of the 25th Division.
Note the use of the “Arrow Cross”
emblem.

ected arm shield for the 26th
on-Grenadier Division der S.S.
ngaria.” Very doubtful if this
‘was ever made or issued.

“Normal 5.5, runes.

Headquarters pennant of the 25th Waffen §.5. Divisi

“Hunyadi.” Black :Painsl a background of the Hun::lili‘::
national colors: red (uppermost), white, and green. (The
above sketch is based on a drawing supplied by an ex-

Collar patch whic
intended for the

h Division also had an Arrow Cross, this time with three stylized
its vehicle sign. It has been suggested that the H collar patch may
peen intended for both the “pure” Hungarian divisions, since it could
tand for “Hungaria’ as for “Hunyadi.” It may be noted in favor
in the book “Wenn alle Briider schweigen,” the putative
26th Division is shown as being a large black H on a
of the Hungarian national colors (again there is no evidence of
existence of such an arm shield). Very probably, the collar patch
e 26th Division was either the standard issue S.S. runes, or simply a

Vehicle sign of 26th Waffen-
Grenadier Division der 5.S.
“Hungaria.” Note the use of the
“Arrow Cross” emblem.

The 33rd Division (i.e. the Hungarian, not the French one) may have had a
"Sun wheel” collar patch and “sun wheel” vehicle sign, but this is unconfir-
| 3 % . .
~ med. Once again, the collar patch was, in all likelihood, either plain black or

h may have been
33rd Division and

member of the Divisi
r of the Division.) not, as suggested in Vol. 1 of the

present series, for Danes in the

Nordland Division. 125
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The scratch 31st and 37th Divisions do not appear to have had any &
collar patches or arm shields; although it is possible that since some I
of the latter came from the shattered 22nd Cavalry Division, the ¢ .
collar patch may have been carried over (by these) into this division

_tire Hungarian army amounted to only 21 divisions, it was a require-
that was not likely to be met! Horthy agreed to send three army corps,
of three divisions, plus “a strong mobile unit.”” This force, known as the
arian 2nd Army, consisted of the 3rd, 4th, and 7th Army Corps‘pius an
.ndent armored division - in all some 250,000 men. It took up its battle
along the banks of the Don on the northwest flank of the German

rtly after it had assumed responsibility for this sector of the front, it had
o the full fury of the Red Army’s counter-offensive from Stalingrad - an

jaunched on 12 February 1943. Poorly armed, inadequately clothed
the bitter weather, and even insufficiently fed, the Hungarian forces

Two versions of vehicle sign for the Vehicle sign of 37th S.S.
31st S.S. Volunteer-Grenadier- Cavalry Division “Liitzow.”

unable to withstand the weight of the enemy’s assault and began to
Division.

tegrate. The 9th Division, under General Oszlanyi, did, however, hold its
und and was, in fact, the last Axis unit to pull back - for which it \n'ras
ended in the official Wehrmacht communique. Similarly, the Hungarian
Division had to take heavy losses while covering the withdrawal of the
man 168th Alpine Division from Ostogozhak, In the course of the whole
-_3(i.on, Hungarian losses amounted to 147,971 men.

.,{h,er this debacle, the Hungarian army more or less opted out of the war.
it troops that were left in Russia (about nine divisions) were used only on
son, or security, duty in the rear. It was not until March 1944, when the
ians reached the Carpathians, that Hungarian land forces found themselves

Vehicle sign of 33rd Division. Although unconfirmed, this
would seem to fit in with the “sun wheel” emblem used
by the Hungarian Volksdeutsche who made up most of
this Division (as would the “sun wheel” collar patch).

HUNGARY AT WAR
Hungary’s contribution to the Axis war effort was considerably less than
of her neighbor, Romania. But, as one of the defeated of the First |
War, Hungary had been subjected to severe restrictions on the size of
med forces, while Romania, which had been on the side of the victors;
fered no such limitations.

When Hitler invaded Russia, the Hungarian army (or Honvéd) was p
armed and inadequately motorized. Its armor consisted of only 65
made Ansaldo light tanks and 95 Swedish Toldi machines. Transport
available for hardly one third of the existing forces. The first Hungarian
to be sent to Russia comprised one armored and two motorized brigh
along with ten battalions of alpine troops. This combined force was St
“The Hungarian Mobile Army Corps” and came under the command
German 17th Army operating in the southern sector of the Russian front
to very heavy casualties (more than half its men and three-quarters of
mor lost), the Corps had to be withdrawn from active service in Decefl
1941, The following year Hitler informed the Hungarian High Command !
he wished them to send “twenty-five divisions to Russia.” Since, at this €

Hitle ts General Vords, chief of the Hungarian General
Slaii.r Bg;:weeen them is Dome Sztojay, the Hungarian Prrisr‘i
Minister. German with back to camera is probably Field Marsha
Keitel, (June 1944)
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once more in the front line. By September 1944 the Red Army was pg Collar
into Hungary. There were large scale Honved defections. In an att
stiffen resistance, the Wehrmacht often integrated German and
military units (naturally under German command). On 15 October 19 _-
miral Horthy attempted to negotiate peace with the Russians. It provq[.
tive. Thereafter, the Germans assumed direct control over the country, _'.‘

the end of any pretense of an independent Hungary.

HUNGARIAN ARMY (Commissioned Ranks)

s

Officer cadet: silver star, gold horizontal bar.

NOTE: !
Hungarian army color-of-sef
(Walfenfarbe) was Inf
Freen; Artillery: red; C
ight blue; Armore
black; Technical and Sup
brown; Generals: red (
braid center).

Infantry Warrant Officer’s
dress tunic.

2nd Lieutenant

Lieutenant

Captain

Lower sleeve
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Major General

Lt. Colonel

Lt. General

|
130 Colonel senpr




General Gusztiv Jany, the
commander of the
Hungarian 2nd Army in
Russia. In addition to the
Knight’s Cross of the Iron
Cross, he wears Hungarian
Order of Merit Knight’s
Cross (both with and
without swords), upon the

ribbon of the first of these
he wears a miniature of the
Grand Cross (indicating that
he holds this grade although
it is not being worn in full

on this, his active service
uniform). Above the Iron
Cross 1st Class he wears
“Knight of Valor” badge.
The other two medals are
ﬂobably the Llarge Gold
edal with Crown of the
“Signum Laudis” decoration
and the Officer's 25 years

service cross.

- "M|SSIONED RANKS

3 Lieutenant: color-of-service patci:‘

@fucutenant: as above but two go

7 in: as above but three gold stars .
e or i tch, gold braid, one silver star
or: color-of-service patch, ﬁver i

) : ve but two s
jonel: as abo 1 2
it Co but with three silver stars !
0“.’"{4(.;::1:;21):“:& patch, gold braid gold piping, one silver star
i alorneml: as above but with two silver stars

. Ce |: as above but with three silver stars =
g Id leaf ornamentation replaces the stars

' arshal: a go .
p “bars” worn on the cuff are gold; generals have the addi-

le rank |
ﬁf ?}T dl-lrtTnyg:tr":an crown in a laurel wreath above this.
of

gold star, gold piping
stars

Koroswy

General’s greatcoat collar insignia

HUNGARIAN ARMY (Non-Commissioned Ranks)
LOWER SLEEVE
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Field Marshal Warrant Officer
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Infantry Staff Sergeant tunic. The
stripes on each sleeve indicate
graduation from high school,
allowing the individuaF

in rank at a faster pace,

Trenka

Sergeant

Corporal

S e,
Ty ryr— BERRRETITRERS

Lance Corporal
All regular NCOs of the Hung

armir and air force wore on
per left arm a silver triangle outl
in black, then in a propriate

fenfarbe (e.g., red for Artillery).

Non-c issioned Ranks: 5 -
g}’ Priv(:\rl‘::‘::;g?—of-service t':)ollar p:tch w:::i{:agl:'t‘el::??t:rplpmg
1) Senior Private: as above but with one € o
) Lan al: as above but with two white meta
§ Sl o i e aliemel S
'geant: color-of-service collar ¢S
@ Slaﬁ Ser t: as above but with two silver stars
s i ilver stars s A
: -Major: bove but with three silv whiich
m ;ff::tl (g)fl?i'c‘:err.: ‘::so?m-;f-service collar patch with vertical gold braid bar on
a silver star, gold piping

£ ih issi ranks, silver
fank “bars”” on the cuff are light brown for IU"!:" ﬂﬂ“::’"::;:f"o“e'i £
Senior NCOs, and, for Warrant Officer, one silver, one g

to advance

for
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FRRIEARRIRRRAVAN,

rrresass

Senior Private

/J = —
(0 TRy ==
e/

Private

Badge worn on left side of
forage cap by lower ranking of-
ficers (the color of the triangle
is in the appropriate “Waffen-
farbe™),

///// ~ z - ‘." l

Badge worn on left side of Badge worn on left side of
forage cap by light infantry forage cap by alpine troops.
(here 24th Regiment).

e,
» 2 iey,
—

’ Wl AN
""#/////Il///,‘ﬂ/}%f
Badge worn above right breast pocket by mem-
bers (and former members) of the Frontier
Guard. It is silver wire on a grass green
background for officers only. Other ranks were
in green embroidery on a brown background.

%
L7/

L

ked € lor front of forage cap of Hungarian army and air force. The center piece is in
| Sirro, | 5°7ian national colors (red/white/green) and is the same for all ranks, but the
:““moh‘;n( is g':)ld for officers, silver for senior NCOs, and brown for others. Also the

. of chevrons varies with rank (increasing number or width with increasing

hnio"“ ), and these are, as before, gold for officers, silver for senior NCOs, brown for
| f‘ﬂlplr NCOs (the lowest rank, private, is without a chevron of any sort). lllustrated ex-
€ ks for L1, Colonel.

|
Badge worn on left side of
for.:Fe cap by senior officers, in
gold wire.
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| iniature of lhg
vil ',‘:'b;ﬂge (the actual size is

m).

Korossy

Obverse Reverse

Master Parachute badge (metal: green
and bronze).

Enlisted ranks paratrooper badge 139

Officer’s Paratrooper Badge
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Tank Destroying badge of the
Hungarian army,

Gorget of the Military Police (or,
literally, “Field Security”) of the
Hungarian army (an example in An-
%r.'ew Mollo Cll) lection).

ere is a similar gorget with the word
CSENDOR (Gendarme) in place of
Tabori Biztonsag.

140

Jungarian airmen had, perhaps, a slightly more successful record than their

atriots on the ground. The Hungarian Air Force, although small (just
. 300 aircraft of all types at the start of the Russian campaign), sent two
¢ squadrons to the front immediately. These were equipped with Italian-
. aircraft - the obsolescent Fiat CR 42 biplane and the more modern
iar!i' RE 2000 monoplane (known to the Hungarians as the Heéja Il). The

'\ sarian squadrons formed part of Luftflotte 4, which at this time was

erating from bases in the Ukraine. Losses were heavy and both squadrons

" e brought home in December 1941 for re-fitting. In June 1942, a new
'-nsar#an “Air Brigade” joined Luftflotte 4 at the front. This comprised one
ter, one bomber, and two reconnaissance groups (each of two squadrons)
Lata total of around one hundred aircraft. The fighter component was now
irely RE 2000s, the bombers were Italian Caproni Ca 135s (by now out-
while the reconnaissance squadrons were equipped with German
inkel He 111s (for long-range work) and Heinkel He 46 and Weiss Manfred
m high wing monoplanes for short-range operations (these latter types proved
50 vulnerable that they were almost at once downgraded to antipartisan work
in the rear where there was no air opposition!)

By the autumn of ‘42, the Germans had begun to replace the RE 2000s
with Messerschmitt 109 Es - a process speeded up after the Hungarians lost
the bulk of their fighter strength in the air battles above Stalingrad. In
November 1943, one of the two front line fighter squadrons was recalled to
the homeland to defend Hungarian air space against an ever mounting Allied
Saxon bombing offensive. The Hungarian Air Force also formed six new home
defense fighter squadrons which the Luftwaffe equipped with the latest makes
of its own fighters - Me 109 Gs, Me 210s, and Focke-Wulf 190s.

This seeming generosity on the part of the Germans was not engendered
50 much by confidence in their Hungarian allies as by the ironic fact that the

HUNGARIAN AIR FORCE RANK INSIGNIA

i

Airman Junior Lance Senior Sergeant
Lance Corporal Corporal Lance Corporal

M




German aircraft industry was now turning out planes faster than it as.
ble to train pilots to fly them! After the occupation of Hungary by
Army, the Hungarian Air Force fought on. Two of its fighter
operated from airfields in Austria right up to the end.

The Luftwaffe carried off some 16,000 young Hungarians (about one thi,

them girls) to act as Flak helpers in the defense of the Reich,

/ﬂ““-.

{e
fv

Staff Sergeant  Sergeant- Warrant 2nd st
Major Officer* Lieutenant Lieutenant

*The same !Jpe of shoulder strap but with gold piping instead of silver denot.
ate, -

ficer Candi

142 Captain Major Lt. Colonel Colonel Major General

ﬁomber pilot,
Captain Emery von
e Myiradi-Szabo.

Air Force olficer’s
belt buckle

Air Force dag
€ross guar
Republic (1945-1948).

NOTE
B

Hungarian air force
officer’s dagger

er without eagle on
used in Peoples’
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“ap badge for senior NCOs (in silver)
Enlg officer (in gold wire).

Cap badge for junior NCOs and men
(in bronze).

A Hungarian airman shows a German comrade-in-arms the
beauty of his city, Budapest.

Badge of rank (here for staff sergeant)
worn on both cuffs of flying suit. This
follows exactly the same scheme of in-
signia as for !¥1e shoulder straps.

Major Paul Szabados is shown wearing the officer’s cap badge o=

Officer in Staff sergeant in
and pilot badge.

144 _ service dress. flying overalls.




of wing and rudder marking of Wing and fuselage marking of

' tan ai i Hungarian air force aircraft, 2nd type.
fungarian air force o Rudsder and aileron siripe in
red/white/green.

Pilot’s badge. In gold for officers, in
silver for others.

Ludigkeil wears a metal ver=

sion of the above pilot’s
badge.

146

Unit emblem of the famous “Puma” squadron,
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LA

Il

4

(a)

Examples of Hun?arian arm shields which exist but m
act, issued. (b) is an extremely well ma

designs, never, in
from an example in the For
coat of arms (in full color) but seems too ela

borate to have ever been inte .
wear on combat uniform. (a) is also a Bevo item and may belong to a tentative s¢
Ccountry in German,

all of which have,

River Forces cap badge

SAINT LASZLO DIVISION

After the occupation of Hungary by the Red Army,

army and air force were regrouped under over

148 Austria, One such formation was the Saint Lasz|

scattered units of the Hungarial
-all German command in Croatia an
0 Division, commanded first by Majo

| szugyi, later by Lt. General Kudriczy. It saw action against the Russuar;s in t:e
v = Y ’ 5 l
: lley (of Croatia) and later in Carinthia (Austria) where it surrendered to the
va valley
! own emblem m luminum badge measuring 65
.I‘h ivision had its own emblem - an oval stamped alu s -
- ith the crown and battleaxe of Saint Laszlo and, on a scroll at the base,
L 42mm Wi : b
" :j szent Laszlo Hadosztaly (Saint Laszlo Division). .
E H 77 saint o
.53 Laszlo, or Ladislaus, was king of Hungary from 1077-1095. As the pfatrond. =
ol . 'm exi i iate choice of name for a divisio
his was an appropria
| ilitary men and exiles,
;both mi

fﬁhiCh was formed (and destroyed) in exile.
|

" Badge of the
Saint Laszlo Division

Trenka

(b)

:{v have been only
e item (by Bevo-W,
rse, the Hungarian

ROYAL HUNGARIAN GENDARMERIE

" 1 . ed i
The Royal Hungarian Gendarmerie was a para-military police force first raised ‘
: ion it i ties in
1881. During the Second World War, in addition it its normal constabulary duti h
ke i i i i ce in the
the homeland, it also took an active part in operations against the resnsthan <
i - . - . - r
fear of the Hungarian front and in security duties in those territories whu(:j ,asa )
I illi etimes
i ired from her unwilling and som
of the Vienna Awards, Hungary had acqu :
i rmerie was
hostile neighbors (Slovakia, Romania, Yugoslavia). By late 1944 tr.me C.,e.n.dans e
acting as part of the armed forces of the country. Five Gendarmerie divisions, : Ih,e
y © : ; .
000 men and 160 officers, played an important role in the 52-day defe;s: %
I i i i rm
fapital, Budapest, which ended with the capitulation of that city to the Re y
15 Foi:ruary 1945, .
ri P
The Gendarmerie wore a uniform virtually the same as that of the F:\unga i
- i worn
but with one very distinctive feature - a large bluish-green rooster feather
left side of the cap.
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last joint German-Hungarian enterprise remains to be mentioned. This
P i h (Harvest Guard) which consisted of three-man patrols (two
e Hungarian) whose task it was to protect crops or other
e (d“:::e against sabotage. The Germans would appear to have had
5 o hift uniform - possibly the “left overs” from S.A., or other
-";athef m‘ake-sli buckle was, for example, a discontinued Jungvolk type
" Th‘f—’" e by a standard Hitler Youth design), and their cap badge
:Wlacetl 4 ::mhavz originated by the Technical Emergency Service (Teno)!
MUI[:';:'T:ULZ was permitted to carry small arms.

Officer’s field
with the distinc
the side.

cap (here for Captain) Badge worn by senior NCOs of
tive rooster feathers on

Gendarmerie when “on watch,”

Gendarmerie cap badge as it existed in World
War 11,

e

s . . ive i ion in fire arms
. i Guard) receive instruction in fire
‘:gl::deu‘:fga E'?I:fhl‘.lgfl. l{lﬂlanfgill}. uNole "Sigrune:' bell"b::kleb:r:;::!ar to i
"'““Sft?lk" bello buckle) and what appears to be a “Teno p
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HUNGARIAN ORDERS, DECORATIONS, AND MEDALS

ORDER OF ST. STEPHEN
This Austro-Hungarian Order was revived by

this Hungarian government in August 1938. It is
in three grades: Knight (as illustrated), Com-
mander (worn at the throat), and Grand Cross
(breast star and sash). The ribbon is red with
green edges. The cross is dark green enamel
outlined in gilt. In the center is the Hungarian
arms (white cross, green “hills,” red “sky”). On
the white surround is the Latin motto
“Publicum meritorium praemium” (Reward for
public merit). The commander grade has the
same cross on a white ribbon. The grand cross
sash has the same cross as the sash ““badge.”
The breast star of the Grand Cross is eight point-
ed with the same cross, but in this case the
white surround and Latin motto is replaced by a
circular wreath of green oak leaves.

= =

Order of St. Stephen breast star. Breast star for
officers only.

ORDER OF ST. STEPHEN

Order of St. Stepl
Knight.

COLLAR OF THE GRAND CROSS

It is in gold and consists of 13 double §’s (St. Stephen) and 12 MT monograms
initials of its founder in 1764, the Empress Maria Theresa) plus 24 crowns of th
Stephen variety (different from the so-called “Holy Crown of Hungary” whi
features on all other Hungarian orders and devices).

Military Order of Maria
eresa, Knight.

the Golden Spur

Collar of the Grand Cross

" Aunique badge was worn on the ribbon of the Order of St. Stephen (although it is
ot connected with that Order). Itis illustrated above. Basically it is the Papal Order of
the Golden Spur, but it is combined with not only the Holy Crown of Hungary and the
“double-barred Patriarchal cross (both common Hungarian symbols) but also with the
ancient emblem of the 15th century Hungarian Order of the Dragon (which creature
appears within the spur and behind the white enamel cross which has a K (Karl) in the
center. This unique device was awarded on the occasion of the coronation in 1916 of
the last Austro-Hungarian monarch (the Emperor Karl | of Austro-Hungary, or, to the
Hungarians, King Karl IV of Hungary).

THE MILITARY ORDER OF MARIA THERESA

Another traditional Austro-Hungarian Order
revived by the Hungarian government (in
November 1938), It is in three grades: Knight
(as illustrated), Commander (neck decoration),
and Grand Cross with sash. In fact, the first
award of this rare and prestigious Order was
not made until 28 January 1944 when it was
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conferred on Major General K. Oslanyi, commander of the 9th Li

ght Infantry !
of the Hungarian army.

The cross is white enamel outlined in gilt. The center piece is red/white/

the motto “Fortitudini” (For bravery). The ribbon is red/white/red jn
proportions.

T T I )

Star to the Grand Cross of the Military

Knight grade with normal pre-war rib-
Order of Maria Theresa,

bon.

ORDER OF MERIT
Instituted in June 1922 as the Hungarian Cross of Merit, and originally in only three

grades: a bronze, a silver, and a gilt cross; but later expanded into an Order in six
grades as follows:

Trenka

Knight

Officer

Commander

Grand Commander

Grand Cross

Grand Cross with Holy Crown of Hungary.

The ribbon (or sash) for all grades was plain green except for the Grand Cro.ss with
Holy Crown of Hungary whose sash was edged with white and red (red t.JEIl'lg the
Outer color). In 1939 the “war decoration’ ribbon (red with narrow white/green

®dges) was introduced for all grades including the sashes of the Grand Crosses.

Military Order of Maria Theresa, Commander.

However, it may be noted that on the sash of the Grand Cross with Holy Crown of
Hungary the green edge stripe is about three times wider than the white stripe (and
Mot the same width as is the case for all the other grades).

The Knight is a white enamel cross with gilt edges. In the center is the double cross

and “hills” on a red background, whole being enclosed in a circular wreath of gilt-
Outlined green laurel leaves. It was worn from a triangular ribbon on the left breast. 155
154 . ;




| Commander grade neck decoration

The Officer is the same cross (but slightly larger), worn without a ribbon ag
with swords.

back decoration on the left breast pocket.
The Commander is the same type of cross worn from a ribbon around the

The Grand Commander is as above but with an eight-pointed breast star (on

the same type of white enamel cross). There is no sash.

d de.
The Grand Cross is a rather larger version of the same but with a sash ang Grand Commandes g+

“badge” (i.e., the same white enamel cross at the juncture of the sash).

The Grand Cross with Holy Crown of Hungary is an eight-pointed breast stag
which is the white enamel cross between the arms of which are gilt rays and\
whose upper arm is a gilt crown. At the juncture of the sash is the sash “badge®

white enamel cross but, in this case, surmounted by a gold crown.

= -
Sl
£

Officer grade without swords.

R o
Knight grade with swords and “war
decoration” ribbon.

Officer grade with swords and “wé
decoration” green laurel leaves.

Any grade of the Order could have the addition of crossed swords and/or the *
decoration” green laurel leaves (between the lower arms of the cross). When this¥é
the case, the ribbon was, of course, the ““war decoration” type. When only the rib! d
was worn, a fascimile of the cross (or breast star) was worn on it. Generaﬁy speakl Hungarian Order of Merit, Grand Commander

the grade awarded depended on the rank of the recipient. (worn interchangeably with the Grand Commander 8

156 breast star).




Grand Cross with Holy _tioned above, the original Order of Merit consisted only of a bronze, silver,

Crown of Hungar : but after the creation of the Order the three crosses continued to ex-
with sash and gsasyl: #dhftr:ds:i o?h:eril (in two grades: bronze and silver) was added. This CO‘EII'Eled as
badge in presentation \ow award since even the Cross of Merit in gold ranked below 'hf‘ Signum
case. ' Y in bronze. The two grades of the medal are on the same ribbon - plain green;

: i the cross are on the same ribbon - green with two red stripes at the

T 3'3:!:::1 :ross is all bronze; the silver, all silver; but the old class has ared
nd to the center-piece gold double cross and “hills,” and the wreath is gilt

icks! Du reen laurel leaves. When only the ribbon was worn, a small metal facsimile

> medal or cross was worn on it. - (v

0 inscription “A Hazaert” means “For the nation.

L

F | -~

N -

L 1 ’ I
A F /

. - - -
s -
& 1 Obverse Reverse

Grand Cross with Holy
Crown of Hungary.

Korossy

Medal of Merit in bronze Medal of Merit in silver
(8reen /white/red/white/green ribbon (green ribbon)
of the “War Decoration”)

158 Grand Cross and neck chain given to Hungarian government officials.
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ORDER OF THE HOLY CROWN OF
HUNGARY

Instituted in 1942, this Order was inten-
ded only for non-Hungarian subjects who
“in peace or war have rendered
meritorious service to the Kingdom of
Hungary.” The official (published) date of
institution was 3 March 1943.

The order was subdivided, in the man-
ner of other Hungarian Orders, into five
grades:

Grand Cross i . .

: Officer grade with “war decor,
Grand Officer wreath and crossed swords
Commander

Officer

Knight
There was, in addition, three medals (or
crosses) - bronze, silver, and gilt.

The basic “badge” of the Order is as illustrated above (for the pin-back’
grade). Any grade could have the addition of the “war decoration"w
presumably for bravery in action, crossed swords. The ribbon of the
described as being of the “war decoration” type.

Presumably Germans would have been the most frequent recipients of -
foreigners only” Order. It is, in fact, extremely rare, possibly due to the late daté
institution.

THE “SIGNUM LAUDIS”"MEDAL

The ““Signum Laudis'” medal was instituted in June 1922 and was then in two cl

a bronze and a silver medal. The ribbon for both was green with narrow whité
edges (red being the outer color). In April 1939 the “war decoration” ribbon (réd
narrow white/green edges) was authorized for this medal. At the same time @i
and much higher grade, was introduced: the Large Gold Medal with Crown. ‘
ter is a gold oval medal with an outer edge of gilt outlined green laurel leave
suspension is a gilt V surmounted by a gilt crown. For bravery in action, gilt swo
be added at the base of the V and the ribbon is the “war decoration’ type. Fo
merit the swords are omitted and the ribbon has narrow white and red edges (i
of the white and green of the “war decoration”). A second award of the med
swords was indicated by the gilt swords being on a silver “bar” attached to the rib

When only the ribbon was worn, a facsimile of the medal was worn on it.

{audis” medal in bronze with

"'orauon" ribbon and crossed

Do 3

wit

(Below) Larﬁe Gold Medal
reverse with swords.

ie Gold Medal
Crown of the
5lgnum Laudis.”

“gjpnum Laudis” medal in silver
i normal civilian ribbon.

161
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“Signum Laudis” medal “For Bravery.” The
Hungarian text which accompanies the original
illustration of this medal with the unusual
red/white ribbon describes it merely as
“Bravery Medal” (Batorsagi Erem). Since there
would appear to have been a more than ade-

uate number of medals for bravery in the
field, it is possible that this medal was awarded
for civilian, or peace-time, bravery (as at fires,
life-saving, or other emergencies). It is a silver
medal with a ribbon which has four red and
three white stripes of equal width.

DEFENSE OF THE NATION CROSS
Instituted on 1 March 1944 for merit in the
military defense of Hungary in the face of the
advancing Red Army. The ribbon is green with
a white/red/white central stripe.

THE FIRE CROSS

“Fire Cross” instituted on 24 November 1941 for merit in the war or the defens
the nation which could include being wounded, etc. It is in three types: (a) for coff
tants; (b) for non-combatants; (c) for those mobilized for home defense.

The ribbo
between red
ribbon.

h and “hills,” the rest gilt. It was awarded
ficers for examples of sound leadership in

(c)

zontal stripes

(b)

nis the same for all three grades: alternate white/green hori

“bar" was worn on
and white vertical edges. For the wounded, a metal “bar

's Combat Leadership badge. A green

i i Heroes (Vitézi Rend). Hungarian
afr)rll':hi:\ ?ull color, blqehit:agﬁc;t:;ia‘(::':.efk
; onri ears of corn.
?L‘:enh?gal:‘:?:r? for mi itary or civil d;stu:’clmr:
insituted in August 1220 WOID ez (knight)
t. Recipient ha 3

l\’nr?:tl“: could be passed on to his eldest son. By
1943, over 14,000 had been awarded. No Jew
coul’d be a member of the Order.

NOTE:
Could be awarded to army or
air force personnel.




BRAVERY MEDAL
Originally instituted in 1922 in one class

(silver), but in April 1939 expanded to the
following:

't on the ribbon alone was worn, a facsimile of the medal (in the apporpriate color)
.- (n on it, except in the case of the Officer’s Gold Medal, which had, instead, a
Tle of the crown, crossed swords, and wreath device in gilt metal.

Bronze Medal Large Silver Medal

Small Silver Medal Large Gold Medal.

It was intended to be a fairly low-ranking
award given only to non-commissioned ranks,
but in September 1942 an Officer’s Large Gold

TIONAL DEFENSE CROSS
Medal was added to the above grading. NA

Instituted on 11 December 1940 and
given for countering communist in-

The ribbon is the same for all grades: the
“war decoration” type; red with narrow
green/white borders. The Officer’s Large Gold
Medal has the addition of the Hungarian
crown, open laurel wreath, and crossed swords
in gilt metal upon it.

fluences on the home front. The ribbon

is red and green (red uppermost) with a

- narrow white central stripe. In one class
only.

The obverse is a bust of Admiral Horthy. The

reverse has the coat of arms of Hungary,

crossed swords, and the word Vitézségért.

The order of precedence of this award seems to follow a slightly illogica
Whereas the bronze medal ranks below the bronze Medal of Merit (and
“step” above the “Fire Cross”), the Silver Medal ranks above the silver
Merit, but below the silver Cross of Merit. The Large Gold Medal ranks abov
Cross of Merit, but below the bronze “Signum Laudis.” The Officer’s Gold M

COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL OF THE WAR OF
however, ranks above even the gold grade of the “Signum Laudis”!

1914-1918 FOR NON-COMBATANTS
The medal for combatants is the same except
that swords appear behind the shield on the
obverse. Both were instituted in May 1929. The
ribbon for non-combatants is white with broad

Crown, crossed swords, and wreath device wors
on the ribbon of the Officer’s Gold Medal.

red and green stripes, slightly inset from the
edges (red being the outer color). The ribbon
for combatants is alternate white and green
horizontal stripes in a “ladder” between red
and white vertical stripes (white being the
outer color). This is, in fact, the same ribbon as
that of the “Fire Cross” of the Second World
War. The Commemorative medal was also
awarded to Hungary’s allies of the st World

Commemorative Medal of the War and is often found on German medal
ar of 1914-18, non-combatant

165
groups.
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Medal for
combatants

AWARDS FOR MILITARY LONG SERVICE

Awards of military long service consisted of
the following: for non-commissioned service;
6, 10, 20, and 35 year crosses. For officers: 15, 25,
and 35 year crosses.

The non-commissioned cross has the Roman
numeral VI, X, and XX (on silver for the latter
two), to indicate the years of service, but the 35
years’ cross has the arms of Hungary enclosed
in a wreath of oak leaves (all in silver) in the
center. The ribbon is the same for all four: red
with white and green broad edges (green be-
ing the outer color). More than one could be
worn at a time.

The officer's 15 years’ cross is gilt with the
crown of King Stephen in the center. The rib-
bon is white with a red (right) and a green (left)

Cross for 6 years’ service
(non-commissioned ranks)

side stripe and red/white/green in the center.
For 25 years, the cross has green inset edges
and the arms of Hungary in silver in the center.
The ribbon is green with red and white edges (red the outer color) and a very narr@
central red stripe. For 35 years, the arms of Hungary are in gilt and there are g@
angels as “supporters” on either side. There is also a gold oak leaf added to
suspension. The ribbon is the same as for non-commissioned ranks.

35 Year's Service

25 years’ service (Officers)

Cross for 20 year's service (Officers)

{Non-commissioned ranks)

HUNGARIAN RED CROSS DECORATIONS

In March 1930 the Hungarian Red Cross instituted a number of awards. There were:
a1st and 2nd Class decoration, a bronze, silver, and gold medal.

The medal is oval and has the double armed white cross on which a small red‘lcross
and a zold crown is placed. The bronze class has a bronze ba.ckgroun:, the.; si :;:
silver background, but the gold class has a black background “f:th or'fly t t;o:tler il-l!‘g‘at
being gold. The ribbon is the same for all three: white wltlh sd:g ytion :
red/white/green edge stripes (red being the outer color). The 2nd Class ec?r: o
apin-back green enamel cross with gold rays between its arms; in the center is s
shield with a red cross, this is surmounted by a gold crown. The 1st Class Decoration |

1st Class 167
Decoration
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many in the spring of 1941. Obverse design is a knight on
The ribbon is blue and yellow in equal proportions (the
Date of institution: 4 September 1941.

ok rather shabby, being in

the same upon an eight-pointed silver breast star. For merit in war, the so-
decoration” consisting of an open wreath of green oak leaves could be ad
grade. There was, however, no “war decoration” ribbon for the medals.
the ribbon was worn, a small metal facsimile of the medal (or decoration) wa

atry’s defeat by Ger
) .back (Hunyadi).
peing on the left).

lithoush the designs are well executed, the medals lo
‘:

.1l gm" zinC.

K L —
= s = TR~

2nd Class Decoration of the Medal in bronze of the
Hungarian Red Cross. Hungarian Red Cross.

NOTE:
The “War Decoration” oakleaves are placed on the
medal or cross just below the red cross.

(3) Occupation of the
Backa-Baranja Region

(2) Occupation of North Transylvania
1940 oo

COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS

This trio of medals commemorates three
bloodless victories in as many years. The first
celebrates the so-called “1st Vienna Award” by
which, on orders from Hitler, Slovakia had to
cede part of its southern territory to Hungary.
The obverse shows Prinze Rakoczi, a Hungarian
military hero. The reverse has the date “*1938.”
The ribbon is red and blue in equal proportions
(red being on the left). Date of institution: 4
November 1938.

The second medal is for the “2nd Vienna
Award"” when (again on orders from Hitler) the

e

Hungarians gained north Transylvania (or in o
German, the Siebenburgen) from Romania. -
The obverse shows a portrait of King Matthias
Corvinus and the date “1940” . The ribbon is

plain blue. Date of institution: 1 October 1940.

(1) Occupation of South Slovi.:
1938

The third medal is for the occupation of the
Backa-Baranja district of Yugoslavia after that
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1 10 step in to pull the Duce out of his difficulties. This he did do not so much
a sense of comradeship as from a fear that should the Britigh establish a
1 ead in Greece, it might be impossible ever to evict them. From Greece the
deene anian oil fields were within easy bombing range. An attack on Greece f:ouid
W sily mounted through Yugoslavia, or at lease with Yugoslav compliance.
::::;fore, sought to bring the Yugoslavs within the Axis orbit by getting them
re to the so-called Tripartite Pact (an alliance originally only beme.en the thn'ae
. Germany, ltaly, and Japan, but later joined by Hungary,.Bulgarla, Romania,
go;akia}. After considerable pressure the Yugoslav Regent, Prince Paifi, agref.-d to
the Pact. He was almost immediately deposed by a clique of Serbian c'.~ffu:ers‘...II
Hor regarded this as tantamount to a repudiation of the agreement, even thoulg
e new Yugoslav government grovelingly pleaded that it was merely a matte:r of in-
k- politics and (in a written note to the German Ambassador) prf)fessed its con-
d “loyalty” to Germany and its willingness to stand by the:' provisions of 'thedre-
..-agreement. Hitler disdained such professions of friendship and determine . to
yugoslavia by a single massive blow. This fell, unpreceded by any declaratu:)n
,on 6 April 1941 with an air attack on the Yugoslav capital, B:elgrade, followed by
ning campaign (it lasted only 12 days) in which Yugoslavia’s armed forces were
en into the ground by the combined might of Germany, Italy, and Hungary.

YUGOSLAVIA
(CROATIA, SERBIA, SLOVENIA)

Yugoslavia was created in December 1918 by the fusion of the kingdom of
with the south Slav regions of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire (that
Slovenia, Croatia, and Bosnia-Hercegovina). Shortly before the end of the
War, the tiny principality of Montenegro had voluntarily united itself with S¢
newly created state, under the Serbian royal house, was known as the Kingg
Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (5.H.S.) until 1929 when the name Yugoslavia (li
Eopith e ) was Sihiclly wiepted. After her defeat, Yugoslavia was carved up among the victors in the following ma.n~
Croatia (including Bosnia-Hercegovina and Dalmatia) was declared to be an i
endent state, although permanent German and ltalian garrisons “’-‘""ai_""d behind
n two separate “zones of influence” (the Italians in the western, or Adriatic coast, half

It was, from the start, an unstable union. The Roman Catholic Croats r
dominance of the Greek Orthodox Serbs with their “eastern” habits, so di
their own Vienna-oriented “European” outlook. Friction between Croat
threatened the very existence of the state. Most Croats wanted at the least
state in which Croatia and Slovenia would be on equal terms with Serbia.
tremists demanded nothing less than the establishment of an entirely au
Croatia. The most militant among these latter was the Insurgent Croat Revolt
Organization (Ustaska Hrvatska Revolucionera Organizacija, usually abbreviatel
its plural form, Ustase). This movement, founded in 1929 by a Zagreb la
Paveli¢, was destined to play a significant role in the country’s subsequent
first Pavelic looked towards Italy for aid and support. Mussolini was willing enoy
give shelter and financial assistance to Ustase fanatics when they were out
their own homeland. The Duce had dreams of incorporating a future Croatia W
his Italian Empire and seems to have imagined that a grateful Ustase would co
in the achievement of this aim. Hitler, on the other hand, showed little inter i
Balkans and even after the outbreak of war in September 1939, wanted nothin
Yugoslavia except cooperative neutrality. The whole situation was, h

dramatically altered as a result of Mussolini’s unprovoked and unjustifable assau
Greece in October 1940. The Italian leader, jealous of his Axis partner, yearn
military triumph of his own. Unfortunately for both leaders, this plan miscarrie
asterously. The Italians were unable to overwhelm the Greek army, and Hi

of the country, the Germans in the eastern landlocked region). It was Mussolini’s in-
. on that an ltalian prince should become king of the new Croatia and thus forge a
anent bond between the two states. Aimone, Duke of Spoleto, was selected for
role and even accorded a title - King Tomislav I1. In fact, the whole transaction was
apure charade. The “king’’ never set foot in his “kingdom,” and it was German, rather
than Italian, influence that predominated from the very start.

Serbia was reduced to roughly the size it had been prior to the Balkan wars of 1912-
3. It was placed under a German military governor but allowed to have its own
tivilian administration and raise self-defense forces on a limited scale.

. Slovenia was partitioned between the two Axis partners, Germany taking the lion's
share. I1aly’s segment was named the Province of Ljubliana.

Montenegro was enlarged by having its frontiers extended to embrace part of the
Dalmatian coast and granted theoretical “independence” under Italian patron:ge. A:
With Croatia, it was Mussolini’s dream that an Italian prince would occupy the “royal
'M’menegrin throne (vacant since its last occupant fled in 1918), but no one could be
foung willing to accept this unrewarding function!
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Other alterations to the former frontiers were that Macedonia (or South Serbia)
given to the Bulgarians (although they had contributed virtually nothing to the rét
campaign). The historic Kossovo Region of Serbia was accorded by Hitler to Albi
(which latter country had been annexed by Italy in April 1939). The Vojvodina,
region which forms the northern “corner” of Yugoslavia between Hungary |

Conditions in the above new territories were as follows:

or under Bulgarian
administration

Romania and comprises the three districts of Backa, Baranja, and the Banat, was
divided between Germany, Hungary, and Romania.
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missioned ranks were officers of the former Royal Yugoslav army who
ined at least their previous status and, in many cases, received a greatly advanced
n ;i . . .

Colonel Kvaternik was a prime example of this accelerated promotion since
g. .

B com

CROATIA

The "battle of Yugoslavia” was not yet over when the Croats, with Germas

Italian backing, declared their independence. To Pavelic and some 300 Ustaie 5 .-’din me first a general, later a field marshall The Home Army consisted mainly of

R ’ * C : - 3 o

under Mussolini’s protection in ltaly, news of the German attack on thels y ¥ units, but there were some armored formations (equipped with obsolete Ger
afantry t

came as a complete surprise. It was not Pavelic but one of his principal henchm,
Croatia, Colonel Slavko Kvaternik, who, on 10 April 1941, announced the setting
“a free and independent State of Croatia” and appealed to the people to take

pz Kpiw. IV G and IV N tanks, and Hungarian CV 33 and CV 35 tankettes).

of loyalty to Ante Pavelic as its leader. Pavelic reached Zagreb on 14 April and "
declared himself Poglavnik (leader) of the new Croatia. Slavko Kvaternik was o
ed with the post of Commander-in-Chief of Croatia’s armed forces (at that momg
time, non-existent!). On 17 April Pavelic declared war on Great Britain, thereby i
ing Croatia an ally of the Axis. 'I
Hitler spoke of the presence of German troops in the supposedly independent¥
as “purely temporary.” In reality, foreign troops never quit Croatia’s soil for the e
war, and Croatia became increasingly a vassal of Nazi Germany. 1

Poglavnik’s personal standard
as head of state.

There seems to have been something resembling nostalgia for the old Austro-
"Hungarian army (in which many of the senior Domobrana officers, including Kv-ate.r-
‘nik, had once held commissions), reflected by the ““Austrian’’ style of rank insignia
worn on the collar.

All ranks wore a gilt oval cap badge with NDH (Nesavina Drzava Hrvatska - Indepen-
dent State of Croatia), but, presumably for artistic convenience, the letters appear as
NHD. Officers wore this on the peak of their German-style cap above a wreath of lin-
den leaves (the national flower of Croatia as it is of Czechoslovakia) which enclosed a
cockade in the Croat national colors: red/white/blue. Generals had the wreath and
chin strap in gilt, lower grade officers had a silver wreath and a silver braid chin strap.
Non-commissioned ranks wore a mountain cap whose style was again a throw-back to
the Austro-Hungarian army. On the front of this they wore the oval gilt cap badge as
described above.

At first ex-Yugoslav army khaki was worn, but later this was replaced by field grey
(Bosnian Moslem units, however, retained the brown uniform with which they were

Dr. Ante Pavelic, Croatia’s “Leader.”

Paveli¢ and Kvaternik wasted no time in putting the country on a war footing: "
instituting a fascist-military dictatorship. Croatia established its own army, knowi
the Domobrana (roughly, Home Defense or Home Army), in which service '
obligatory for all physically fit males (in three categories) from 18 to 55 years. Mos! g dllowed 1o wear the red fez prescribed by their religion).
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Red fez with black tassel for Moslem
units, Same oval metal badge as for

others.

Officers wore top boots and breeches. General staff officers had, like their German
counterparts, a red stripe down the outer seams. Non-commissioned ranks wore put-
-- Belts, ammunition pouches, etc., were brown leather. German steel ‘helmets
f::e worn on parade or active service duty. Buttons were gilt for generals, 5|Ivfer for
::olhef officers, and black for non-commissioned personnel. Collar patches were in the

German style peaked cap worn by of-
ficers. Black band. Red piping for

senior officers,

‘wolor of the branch of the service:
- Medical: dark blue

Veterinary: brown
Engineers: dark green
Catering Corps: light blue
Commissariat: dark brown

Generals: red

General Staff: red and black
Infantry: carmine

Artillery: light red

Cavalry: yellow

Car badge for officers. Generals k Technical troops: black
gold

wreath; other officers haye
wreath, but for all officers '
pa;rl of the badge (the oval metal p
gilt.

SHSEEES
Visor cord for generals (gold).
officers have the same but in

Visor cord for lower ranking o
(silver). The same differences 1
style of the visor cord also appliec
the Croat Air Force.

DOMOBRANSTVO RANKS (Worn on Collar)

i Cadet at Military Academy
e (silver or gold “bar” according to grade)

(Domogran)

g I " Lance COFPOfal
Trainee NCO (gold “bar”) (Desetnik)

& i

Senior Lance Cpl. g:g:;:}l

(Razvodnik)

The Croat Oberleutnant at left wear!

. M-43 style visored cap with a gilt o
. metal badge, as for the peaked ¢
& above, NCOs also wore the same €
. and badge.
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Marshal of Cmat:i
Sergeant _ Staff Sergeant General
(Narednil() (Castnicki Nismjestmk] (Pukovnik) AH;:S:::; t’::skk ?I:Id by
Slavko Kvaternik
= —
S 1 . ?‘
Sgt. Major Officer Cadet, or

(Stozerni Narednik)

=

Ensign (Zastavnik)

ﬁif

2nd Lieutenant

1st Lieutenant

(Poruénik) (Nadprou¢nik)
% % __;' E? m D
ﬁ:ﬂ'ﬂ AR n-'uvnr T WLVAY RV, VAY, ':.
Capt. Major
(Satnik)

wralt
,'~.f.l'.l".l [ l ar

(Bojnik) ¢ 7

Croat Marshal Kvaternik and Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop at the Fithrerhaupt-
Quartier on 21 July 1941,

Lt. Colonel
(Podpukovnik)

&

Senior Lance Corporal in Medical Branch

=

&g .o e
AR AARA RN AR AN

Major General
(General Bojnik)

Lt. General

(General Porucnik) Lance Corporal in Signals Branch

18




Croat Post Office in 1944). The Storm Division, equipped with second-hand
went into action on Christmas Day, 1944, against the Red Army in the

<h tanks, ;
d to have met with some success.

. River sector. It can be sai

ternik on a state visit to
e a.!.\,-'i?rr?n;s his Marshal of Croatia
germ (also a Croat army dagger). His
o Cross 1st Class derived from the

5‘,‘: World War.

Lance Cpl. to Captain Major to Colonel Major General to Ge
(white metal (gilt metal) (silver metal)

The above detail of the trefoil rank badges of the Croat Home Army are from a
man publication “Uniformen der Kroatischen Wehrmacht” (May 1942),

In place of the old Austro-Hungarian stars of rank, the Domobrana wore silvej
trefoils. The Domobrana expanded from an original six divisions in Novembe
fifteen before the end of the war. There was, in addition to the regular divisionggel W I
special Leader’s Bodyguard Division and a Replacement Division. There was als
Officer Cadet School, a Cavalry School, and a Battle School. Although large in i
bers, the Home Army was unimpressive in combat. It was poorly equipped
politically unreliable. Its unwilling conscripts frequently deserted to the res £
ten taking their weapons with them. The Home Army was dubbed “the supply i
the Partisans””! When a major operation was mounted against the resistance,
Home Army was seldom accorded more than a supporting role. Threatened with
sion by the Red Army in the last months of the war, the Domobrana, by poolings
available resources, could muster only one battle-worthy formation: the 1st €
Storm Division, This was raised in the winter of 1944/45 and was kitted out with
Finnish army uniforms (supplied by the Germans from stocks in the Reich undelivé
to Finland at the time of that country’s unilateral defection from the war). A spé
emblem was worn above the right breast pocket. It takes the form of the Croat shil

surmounted by the Ustase emblem and the letters H.U.D. (Hrvatska Udarne Di i:‘:;
Croat Storm Division) flanked, on either side, by tapering “wings” in red/white/bl dagger

(Philatelists may be interested to note that this emblem is featured on a stamp isst

i adet of Croat Home Army
gﬁ:&ﬁ:e:s bar on collar patch). His steel
helmet appears to be of the 1914-18

German variety.

*Actually, this “baton”
€s the form of a

183
Ceremonial axe.

Badge of the Croat Storm Division.
182 Worn above the right breast pocket.
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., |talians raised no objection to the Croats forming their own air force and even
k puted towards its creation by donating some aircraft. This was, perhaps, a rather
erous gesture that it might at first appear since the aircraft they handed over

in all respects, inferior to the ex-Royal Yugoslav Air Force
themselves! The bomber

gen
. G 50 fighters) were, '
er “Hurricane” fighters which they expropriated for : ;
e new Croat Air Force consisted of those Royal Yugoslav Air Force Dornier
* (about half the original 70 Dorniers were

ed these with some of its own Dornier Do

.;. of th
7 ks which had survived the brief “war

cerviceable). The Luftwaffe supplement

which were being replaced on squadron service by the more up-to-date Junkers

: 88 bombers. |
'!['hg Croat Air Force at first wore the uniform of the former Yugoslav Air F.orce,
:.ing the royal insignia and adding Croat emblems. In May 1942 a new uniform
< introduced virtually identical to that of the Luftwaffe. The schern.e of r?nks w.as
almost exactly the same. There were, in fact, only the following minor dif-
ces: the “birds” worn on the collar are rather less V-shaped than their German
and the oakleaves (of Luftwaffe officers) are replaced by linden leaves.
ars a rather odd resemblance to that of the

Ante Pavelic with soldiers of the Croat Ho Army. They wear, unusually, Czec!
helmets (with the Croat checkerboard shield on the side). :

The Volksdeutsche of Croatia had their own German-speaking unit wif

v 4 v 2 . unterparts,
Domobrana. This will be dealt with later in this chapter.

Croat Air Force officer’s cap badge be
ant-day West German Air Force! Officers were permitted ceremonial daggers.

ew qualification badges, modeled on the German pattern, were introduced in
to replace the rather modest eagle (somewhat like the R.A.F. Pathfinder ba.cl.ge]
which had, previously, acted as the aircrew device (it was, in fact, the only surviving
part of the former Royal Yugoslav Air Force pilot’s badge - the rest having been jet-
tisoned since it incorporated the arms of Yugoslavia).

A | The branch of service color (or Waffenfarbe) of the Croat Air Force, which was worn
R 3 the underlay of the officer’s epaulette or piping of the non-commissioned ranks’
G e A R el i gy shoulder strap as well as being the basic color of the collar patch, was:

Under the “Pact of Rome" which Paveli¢ had signed with Mussolini at the
the defeat of Yugoslavia, Croatia was not permitted to have a navy of its own
not, however, prevent the Croats (who have a long naval tradition) from servir
dividual volunteers in the German Kriegsmarine, or from forming a “Nava
(see later). After Italy quit the war, the Croats were free to form a navy. This t
on the former Naval Legion. The first uniform was similar to that of the It
French navy with, on both shoulders, gold bars (known as passants), but this was

42

On their cap, ratings wore a band with Rata Mornarica (literally “War Ni
Above this they had the same gilt oval badge with NHD as worn by the land .' lf'
Petty officers wore peaked caps with an oval badge with a “fouled anchor” (an an
with its cable twisted round it). Officers had peaked caps which had, within a

Generals: scarlet

Flying personnel: sky blue
Hak gunners: red

Technical branch: carmine
Medical personnel: dark blue
Supply services: black

of linden leaves, an anchor. Superimposed on the anchor was a horizonta
badge (possibly bearing the letters NHD, although this detail cannot be vouchet
with certainty). On the first type of officer’s uniform, this badge was surmoun ' Auxiliaries: grey

The home-based Croat Air Force was, from time to time,
Luftwaffe in air operations against the Partisans. Only in the later stages of the war did

ithave 1o defend its own skies against enemy aircraft.

red/white/blue cockade, Later this cockade was replaced by a winged Croat ¢ called upon to assist the

board with the Ustase emblem above. On the visor of the peaked cap, officers
rank of captain and above wore a single row of gold intertwined braid (knowl
“troplit”) in the same way as German naval officers wore oak leaves, Those with't
CROAT VOLUNTEERS IN THE GERMAN FORCES

The Croat Legion Within days of Hitler's invasion of Russia, Paveli¢ had issued an ap-
“crusade against bolshevism.” The

rank of rear admiral and above had a double row of “troplit.”

On the left side of their trench coats, officers wore a rectangular dark blue €l
Peal for Croats to rally to Germany's side in the

patch on which was a trefoil above a short gold bar, or bars, corresponding in nu
"8Sponse was immediate. An infantry regiment was raised in a matter of weeks. Two

and width to the “rings” worn on the cuff.
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., Croat Domobrana. Its uniform and ranks were entirely German. The only dis-
ing feature was a red and white checkerboard shield worn on either the left or
ht upper arm (photographs show both!) There are at least three variants of this
. (a) with Hrvatska, (b) with its German equivalent, Kroatien, and, (c) without
ng of any sort. The regiment was awarded a flag. It is the horizontal
_/white/blue standard of Croatia upon which is the grandeloquent motto “Sto Bog
sreca junacka” (“By the grace of God and the deeds of heroes").

battalions were formed at Varazdin, while a third, composed entirely of Bg
established at Sarajevo. All three were then moved to Dollersheim in |
amalgamated into a single unit under the designation of 369th Re-inforced
fantry Regiment (369 Verstaerktes Infanterie Regiment (Kroatisches)) - the |
inforced” indicating that it had its own complement of artillery. It consig"'_.
infantry battalions, one machine gun company, one anti-tank company
guns, three batteries of 105mm calibre field guns, in addition to the usual hy
ters staff and supply company. 2 \On 22 August 1941, the 369th Regiment set out on foot to join the German 100th
Licht Division currently fighting on the southern sector of the Russian front. It saw its
‘action at Valki that September and thereafter fought with considerable courage
Joss of life at Kharkov, Kalatch, and along the Don. As part of the German 6th
y, it was drawn into the Stalingrad cauldron, where its commander, Colonel
or Pavecic, was killed. About 1,000 Croat wounded were flown out to safety. By

/ B . lanuary 1943 in the beleaguered city, the 369th was reduced to less than one battalion
E{R 1‘3 ' ched to the German 24th Division), but by 1 February it was listed simply as a “’bat-
'___._4 oup’ (a rather vague term). It perished with the rest of the 6th Army.

The regiment, or legion, as it was more popularly called, had an effective
about 5,000 officers and men. There were around 700 base personnel
Stockerau in Austria. The majority of the regiment were Croats, but there y
some German officers and NCOs. The 369th was a regiment of the German ;

By building on the base personnel at Stockerau, the recovered wounded, and by
mounting a fresh recruiting drive in Croatia, the Germans succeeded, between Sep-
ber and December 1942, in raising two new infantry regiments which were
ignated the 369th Infantry Division. It took the name Vrazja Divizija - Devil’s Divi-
. Actually a more literal, if less flattering, translation would be Diabolical Division!
had been the soubriquet of the 42nd (Croat) Infantry Division in the old Austro-
garian army. The Germans preferred to call the 369th the “Chess Board Division”
{Schachbrett Division) - a reference to its red and white arm shield. The divisional

(a)
Two variants on the arm shield, (b) has the word for Croatia in its Germm'

(b) was almost certainly not issued or
worn (one of a series of un-issued BeVo

acl;n:m:'l:)i.relds with place name in MRVATSKA

The type of arm shield worn by Croat
volunteers in the Italian sponsored
Croat Legion. Since these were volun-
teers in the Italian, not the German,
forces, this does not properly belong to
this study, but is incﬁded for purposes
of comparison.

| |
il I

Croatian volunteers in the Italian forces (above) are shown
wearing the white-based shield as illustrated at left.
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r was a German, Lt. General Fritz Neidholt. Veterans of the 369th “Legion”

maf‘ide
\q‘?_muuuuduuuul Aty by gy g _ Wﬂrded a commemorative badge which was worn at first on the left side of the
e jater on the left breast pocket. It takes the form of a linden leaf on which is the
P tchgckerboard and the words Hrvatska Legija (Croat Legion) and the date, 1941.
E Cree
2 Croat Legion
= Commemorative
ST ﬂ badge (white metal)
AR S 4 B
DT Gihd B
Stsasasssasa sy VaddddbAAAARRAAADAE

Obverse Reverse

Flag of the 369 Division. Obverse is red (upper) white (cen
in the white center, the red and white che':ﬁrimard aims ::?’Cia'::tiglm
in a gold ornamental “frame.” In the left upper quarter is 369 in gold. Around
ter piece is the motto (in Fold) STO BOG DA 1 SRECA JUNACKA (““By the grac
and the deeds of Heroes”). The fringe on three sides of the flag is re /whﬁ
:g:ﬁ‘r;ms l:vhlttlz and hasl(ii“ lzhAe g&nter the A.P. (Ante Pavelic) monogram in g
also in go 2 er
it '),- gold, GLAVNIKA | ZA DOM (“For the Leader

pue to the rising tide of resistance within Croatia, it was decided that the 369th Divi-
\gjon would be employed only on counter-insurgency operations in its homeland. The
‘ame applied to the two later Croat divisions raised by the Germans. These were:

473 Infanterie-Division (Kroat.) formed at Déllersheim in January 1943 and compris-
ing two infantry regiments (L.R. 383 and L.R. 384), one artillery regiment, one pioneer
battalion, a medical, and a signals company. It took the nickname “Tiger'’ (Tigar) Divi-
" gjon. Its commander was Lt. General Emil Zellner, a German.

392 Infanterie-Division (Kroat.) formed, also at Déllersheim, in September 1943. It
had, like its sister, two infantry regiments (I.R. 846 and I.R. 847) and an artillery regi-
‘ment. It also had an antitank company and a reconnaissance battalion. It took the
name “‘Blue Division” (Plava Divizija), a rather presumptious title since this was
‘already borne by a much more distinguished (Spanish) division. The divisional com-
“mander was Lt. General Hans Mickl, a German.

All three above mentioned divisions were part of German army and wor
iform and rank insignia. They were distinguished only by the red and white checker-
board arm shield of Croatia. In operations against the Partisans, only the 369th Divi-

e its un-

sion played any significant role.

Pole top for the
flag of the 369th
Division.

Two versions of Home Army tank crewman’s badge. 189 ' |

——A

188 Presentation of flag to the 369th Division on 16 May 1944,
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Rickey

T f d »
The Croat tank crewmen above are wearing protective helmets with the

board shield on the side. Note the man at right is weari i
man’s badge on his upper right breast. . wing 2 version SL AN

Croat officer candidates in June 1944 (note checkerboard shield on side of he .

Croat Legion arm shield as shown
in photo above. HRVATSKA is the
Serbo-Croat word for Croatia.

Parachutist’s Badge of the Croat Home
Army. Very obviously modeled on that
of the German Luftwaffe, it is silver-
colored with, at the base, the red and
white shield of Croatia in colored paint.
At the top of the badge is the N.D.H.
monogram. (Adrian Forman Collec-
tion)

Forman Collection
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CROAT NAVAL LEGION

As mentioned above, the Italians, while they were still in the war,
creation of a Croat navy, but this had not stood in the way of the Croats w
med a “Naval Legion” within the Kriegsmarine, This expeditionary farc
the command of a Croat officer, Andre Vrkliana, who held a co,
Fregatten-Kapitin in the German Navy. Formed in July 1941, the Nava
sisted of around 900 officers and ratings who manned an improvised “fle,
verted fishing boats engaged mainly on mine-sweeping in the Black Sea 2
Azov. In the summer of 1943 the Naval Legion was augmented by a Crg

tillery battery, and the make-shift vessels were replaced by authentic m ne: ;

on loan from the German navy.

The Croats succeeded in recruiting to their ranks some former Red Na
of Ukrainian origin who changed sides and, in some instances, brougk
with them! The Croats wore standard Kriegsmarine uniform with only
white checkerboard shield of Croatia to distinguish them. This shield co
without the word HRVATSKA at the top. The Ukrainian volunteers wo
German and Red Navy garb. The Croat coastal artillery battery adopted
coastal artillery field-grey with, again, only the checkerboard arm shield t
their origin. The Naval Legion was superceded by, and absorbed into,
when this was established following the collapse of Italy (see below). Vi
Naval Legion, like those of the land and air legions, were awarded a co
badge. This is an oval wreath of finden leaves with the words Hrvatska Pom
(Croat Naval Legion). Inside the wreath is an anchor upon which is the Cry

board shield and the date, 1941,

O
&)

=

| —

\Y%

Leading Seaman
2nd Class

Able-bodied Seaman Leading Seaman

3rd Class

y o

—

(Red chevrons on left arm. Gilt trefoils on shoulder stri

:_s"b-li('utenant i AN nd sil
AN he epaulettes are silver with gilt trefoils, except Admiral which is gold and silver

% %
N\ \ <

Chief Petty Officer Warrant Officer Midshipman

(Gold bars on cuff, golden tress round shoulder strap, gilt metal trefoils)

Commander

Lieutenant Lt. Commander

€rwoven,)
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| ratings short coat and sea-going

Captain Rear Admiral Vice Admiral

‘Sailor’s collar. In each corner at back is
a yellow trefoil.

e
==

l““k insignia as worn left side of of-
iCer’s {rench coats (here for rank of
faptain). Gold on dark blue.

Croat Navy seaman in what would ap-
pear to be a German Navy tunic. His
cap band has RATNA MORNARICA in
yellow.

Petty Officers’ sea-going and dress
jackets.

Petty Officers’ and Officers’ trench
coats showing rank on left arm for petty
officer and on left breast for officer.
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Badge as worn on second design of-

ficer’s cap.

) ; {
“Troplit” ornamentation worn on visor

of cap - a single row for
ble row for admirals.

captains, a dou-

Marshal Kraternik (center) with an officer of the Luftwaffe and (right) a senior officer

of the Croat Navy. Note that neither Kraternik nor the naval officer wear eapulettes.

A€ naval uniform is the first design with a rosette above the wreath on the cap and
Passanis” on the shoulders instead of, as from 1944, German style epaulettes.

Naval Legion badge. This is
found in various versions,
some have a colored shield,
others have not. Usually
silvered white metal, but
some have a brown wreath
and a white enamel anchor.
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CROAT AIR FORCE

. Croats contributed two squadrons, one fighter, one bomber, to the German air
) in the east. The bomber squadron, consisting of Dornier Do 17 Z medium bom-
; arrived at Vitebsk in October 1941 where it was designated at 10 (Kroat.) K.G. 3
q0th Croat Squadron of Bomber Group No. 3). It commenced operations the
Jlowing month, but after losing six of its aircraft in the first few weeks, it was
L uhdrawn to Croatia for further training. It returned to the front in July ‘42 as 15
Weoat) K.G. 53 but was brought back to Croatia that November to be incorporated
» the Croat Air Force. It did not return to Russia but remained at home taking part

Croat rating in the Germ -

wears the Croat shield wi?ﬂ #.:"
HRVATSKA” (Croatia) similar to the

worn by the army volunteers, '

£om time to time in anti-partisan operations.

} The Croat fighter squadron had, on the other hand, a long and successful tour of
front-line duty. It served at 15 (Kroat.) J.G. 52 (the 15th Croat squadron of Fighter
\Group 52) under the command of Major Franjo Dzal (who later became commander-

in-chief of the Croat air force). The squadron was equipped with Messerschmitt Bf 109
G fighters and served on the southern sector of the eastern front. The Croat pilots ac-
quitted themselves well. The first Croat to be awarded the Iron Cross 1st Class was an
‘airman. No less than 14 Croat fighter pilots achieved the status of ““ace” (that is to say,

Unidentified gilt metal b
right breast . Possibly on?;’sl:r
(From a photograph)

Frailey

“shot down ten or more enemy aircraft). The most successful was Cvitan Gali¢ who
‘scored 36 victories before himself being shot down over his homeland by U.S. Air
Force “Mustangs” (in the spring of 1944). In all, the Croat fighter squadron chalked up

e S 1 = LT T

Frlel
L

‘an impressive total of 283 aerial victories.

!I

Flag of the Croat Air Force. (The Croat
rll Navy had an exactly similar flag except

that the gold eagle is omitted.

The Croat volunteers wore standard Luftwaffe uniform with only an “Air Legion"”
badge o distinguish them (they did not wear an arm shield). The Air Legion badge, a
Winged Croat checkerboard surmounted by the Ustase emblem, was normally worn 199

German and Croatian sail e : : . . 2 : .
198 national arm shield wi!h(::l:}lré‘ll-:l)l“\?g'r?l'a?’s’ Vit Wlack: Sa In mid-1942. Note t




Note: both
designs also ex-
isted in silver
wire on black
cloth.

Wireless-operator’s
badge, 1st design.

Above and below: two versions of the Air
Legion badge.

on the right breast pocket (German personnel sometimes wore this above ‘ {
breast pocket), but it could also be worn in a cloth version on the right or
(photographs show either). At first the Croats wore only an eagle (as we have
their qualified aircrew member’s badge, but later a whole range of flying insignia

different types of aircrew function) was introduced.

First version of Croat Aircrew badge.
Gold metal eagle worn above right
breast pocket.

Wireless-operator’s
badge, 2nd des:gn.zm

Pilot’s badge,
1st design.
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CROAT AIR FORCE RANKS

2
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=
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Private Acting Lance Corporal
(white metal trefoils)

CROAT AIR FORCE WAFFENFARBE
Generals: scarlet

Flying personnel: sky blue Supply services: black
gunners: red Aux?
Technical branch: carmine

liaries: grey

Corporal Sergeant Staff Sergeant

(white metal trefoils, silver tress)

i . 2nd Lieut. Ist Lieut.
Lance Corporal fosign (Silver braid, gilt metal trefoils)

Medical personnel: dark blue

1 General
% (on Maj ke Coloue{nel_ ree e oils one silver trefoil on
i e gmlﬁ;fﬂi” (twa gt trefolle) ' glll wans Enters\:roven silver
| A "

and gold braid; un-
derlay is scarlet)

2 ai " 3
Collar patch and underlay of epaulette in “Waffenfarbe 20




Marshal of the Air Force (crossed silver metal batons gp
interwoven silver and gold braid). Underlay is scarlet,

¢

Colonel Kren (center) of the Croat Air Force being welcomed on his arrival in G
many. Note his dagger and the absence of shoulder straps (these must have beef
later addition). Just behind the saluting officer one can make out an admiral of 8
Croat Navy (his rank insignia of one broad, one narrow “ring” with, above these,
Croat trefoil in an open wreath of oak leaves is just discernible).

Cap hadﬁe for air force officers. Lower
1

part is §

ver wire, upper part is silver

metal. Non-commissioned ranks wore
only the upper part (in white metal) on
a forage cap. Generals had both parts in

gold.

Croat naval officer,

air force officers, and a Luftwaffe Major.
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This Croatian NCO
Croatian Legion
(metal and emb
and the first version
Aircrew Badge. '_,

Newly gradu

f |
ficers of the Croat Air Force take the oath o
loyalty. Th ::fz':rot'h': uniform of the Croat Air Force, obviously

closely modeled on that of the Luftwaffe. ‘ "

i i

|

|

» {

.&% |

Croat Air Force
(or Air Legion) dagger.

[ - . T

es Croat Air Legion officers on their ar
e Croat volunteers wear normal Luftwaffe uniform. Note Air
also the small eagle above the Luftwaffe emblem on the right breast.

Major Rathmann of the Luftwaffe welcom
in Russia. Th
206 badge,
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the Lroat bomber squadron flew under Luftw
mounted by the Ustase symbol on the nose
originally also flew under Luftwaffe colors,
wing and fuselage marking. This was the ch
first white and then in narrow black. The o
Croat Air Force at home was simply the red
trefoil was introduced, the checkerboard i

affe markings with a Croat
of their aircraft. The figher ¢
but later the Croats developed ¢
aracteristic Croat trefoil in b!ack:-_‘:.
riginal wing and fuselage marking
and white checkerboard. When y}
nsignia was relegated to the tail

E i
- .
h

‘. . i -r_-f“" :
d surmounted by the |

i -

JU-88 of the Croat bomber squadron with the Croat shiel
symbol on the nose of the aircraft,

Emblem for wings and sides of
fuselage of Croat Air Force air-
craft. The tail marking was the red

and white checkerboard of
Croatia. ’

Croat checkerboard emb
worn as tail markinﬁ,
originally as the wing and
emblem,

THE WAFFEN §.5.
hough the peoples of Yugoslavia are ethnic Slavs, the race “experts” (or
' .S. Headquarters were able to convince Himmler that th.e Croats were
A dants of the Goths who had once overrun the region and were
P dfsce':}i:” eople suitable for recruitment to the Waffen 5.5. The Waffen
. f?zjaorn:t:empt:d to raise, no fewer than three divisions from Croatia. These
85, raised,
B volunteer Mountain Division “Prinz Eugen”
:t;:h Mountain Division :Handsihar”
23@ Mo{unr::i?a [t)ll'l‘:s:r:inrz:-l;n," was Volskdeutsche and, as such, will be dealt
mf::i'rointthis ’chapter. The ““Handschar’” and the “Kama” were Croat.

The raising of a division from among the Moslems of Bosnia~Hercegc;:ina v\fa: lf1hr::
{ by Himmler in February 1943. It may be necessary to say at this poin .

. :1 bulk of the population of Bosnia-Hercegovina are of the Moslem faith,
fhimmuﬁ:ea-tthl;ically identical to their Christian compatriots, Their conversion to Islam
'Moarip of those strange accidents of history. Their forefathers once b‘e|onged tc;a
Vf“ h-.:ersecuted Christian sect known as the Bogomils who, in gratitude for the
::’:e ti:lerant attitude extended towards them by the Turks (who ove;ranbtehe :::kt;:j
in the 15th century) adopted the religion of their conquerors. Thus t ley ; ?;1 e
unique phenomenon - a European people who embraced the Moslem fa
ﬁith its dress and social customs).

Croatia’s dictator, Ante Pavelic, had neither been consulte.d no’r forew.arned’cby
Himmler that the Germans intended to inveigle his Moslem SL.ijECl? into thEI;SEfVI ’ed
He was furious and reacted by placing as many obstructions in their path as he .cou .
devise. (He dared not, of course, countermand Himmler's orders.) H.e was convlmc.e
that the Germans were trying to undermine his authority. by dellberatl:aly;}pay;::
Catholic off against Moslem. He raised innumerable objectron.s.. When a tt tf:s:a-ed .
been overruled by Himmler, the Poglavnik requested that recruitment bv:' restric <
members of the Ustase (thereby doubtless hoping that it would be confmedc.! to tno;
Whose loyalty to himself was beyond question) and asked thaf the ne,tw mi:: e
Named the S.5. Ustase Division. Both requests were ignored. Himmler fnstrucz n
Gruppenfiihrer Konstantin Kammerhofer, the Higher S.5. and Police (:..ea. -:‘ ;f
Croatia, to use the full weight of his authority to ensure that by 1 Augustat :lﬁld o
fot less than 26,000 men had been activated. To strengthen Ke.mjamerh:ofer s akn t, o
Reichsfiihrer S.5. promoted him and credited him with two million Re:chs:ta(lir s or &
SPent on an intensive propaganda campaign. Kammerhofer rode rm.lgh:1 o :v;an
Opposition. The required 26,000 volunteers were conjured up ”even t oul.g'r rury
Were, as the French say, “volunteers in spite of themselves.” To Pave If ] t rir,
Moslems were frequently combed out of his own forces and transferred, voluntarily

Or otherwise, to the Waffen S.S.
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become the 13 5.5, Frei. Gebirgs Division (k
Waffen-Gebirgs-Division der §.5.
“handschar” is Turkish for a scimitar,
above a swastika (the scimitar is the em
divisional vehicle sign.

Collar patch with
(scimitar) and swastika,

Since the personnel of
Moslems, they were allowe
the §.5. emblems,

“Handschar’’

A clear photo of the collar patch being worn,

this division were
d to wear a fez with

given the number 13 in October
roatien). In May 1944 it was renamed
“Handschar” (kroatische Nr.

1). The

which symbol it displayed on its collar.f
blem of Bosnia). A scimitar was also used

standard field-grey was worn but, as Moslems, the fez was permitted as headgear.

was red for parade and “walking out” dress, field-grey for normal service usage
This

poth cases with a black tassel). On the front of the fez was a death’s head sur-
’ ted by the S.5. eagle and swastika, The special “handschar” collar patch seems to
mounte

heen introduced about October/November 1943. Prior to that, either the S.S.
have D€

or a plain black right hand collar patch was worn. Not all the personnel o.f the
ruﬂef . of course, Moslem. Many of the officers and senior NCOs were either
- were\;ofksdeursche. They were permitted the option of wearing the normal
Germimsnt:;in cap. All members of the division, as supposedly “mountain troops,’
" mf}::itled to wear an oval edelweiss badge on the right upper arm. On the left 1.‘|p-
I below the S.S. eagle (or, in the case of the Feldgendarmerie, below the Police
B ell membe.rs of the division wore a red and white checkerboard on a black
emblt‘[:::;nad This can be found either in the straight-sided version usually associated
:al::f;f:e 5.S. or in the more shield-shaped type favored by the army. As far a; can[:::
ascertained, neither of these was surmounted by th'e word HRVAT?KP;{[E!S ustehotr;ose
egion version). After the introduction of the special “handschar cc‘) Ia;;:a c ;ar ot
members of the division who were also full 5.5. members were entitled to w
§5. runes on or below the left breast pocket.

Arm shield

Full 5.S. members wore the S§.5. runes
on the lower left breast.

n
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Two non-commissioned officers of the G i
mm [ endarme
‘I:IFael}g;:I:‘aJa?l::;srl.on quss:Lon é Mgslem girl. Note lh:f:u?f‘ ll!:]:
te” and the Gendarmerie arm bad i
Placebol the S.S. eagle above the Croat checkerboar. .ET‘I:;;':':;:
répm ably German’smce he wears the D.R.L. sports badge, the
erman Horseman'’s badge, and (below this) the S.S. runes.

The straight sided arm shield (as worn in
the above photo). This was worn as an
alternative to the curved sided “army”
type,

gimmler did not get much joy from his Moslem soldiers. In September 1943 the
givision was moved to Le Puy in the south of France for further training. There it made
i,jgtOrY as the only S.5. division ever to mutiny. Almost all the cadre personnel were, at
Jhis StaBe: either German or Volksdeutsche (secunded from other divisions, notably
wprinz Eugen”). To have placed Moslem recruits in the hands of Christian (or
d‘lﬂrhaph more correctly, non-Moslem) officers and NCOs would, at the best of times,
en an insensitive action; but to turn them over to the tender care of the 5.5., a

have be
pody no! noted for its piety or tolerance, was to invite trouble. The Germans scarcely

O,nr_ea!ed their contempt for the Mujos or Muselgermanen (a sarcastic term for these

honorary Germanics!) In fairness it must be said that Himmler did decree that his
Moslem 5.5. men were to be afforded “the undeniable right to their religious de-
mands,”” and that their dietary regulations were to be respected. With typical Teutonic
earnestness, the Reichsfiihrer §.5. attempted at the same time to outlaw “those jokes
and facetious remarks about Moslem volunteers which some of our comrades find so
amusing.”” It would seem that despite this injunction, the disparaging “jokes and
facetious remarks” continued, since on 16 September some of the Moslem trainees
{obviously deficient in an S.5. sense of humor) killed a number of their officers and
sparked off a major mutiny. This was quelled only after some further loss of life - this
time on the part of the mutineers. Order was eventually restored, the ring-leaders
shot, and discipline reimposed. By the end of the year (1943), the division was deemed
fit for active service but only in an internal security capacity. The division comprised
21,065 men (360 officers, 1,931 NCOs, and 18,774 other ranks) - well above normal Ger-
man divisional strength. During 1944, the “Handschar” took part in several operations
mounted by the Germans against Tito’s Partisans. It distinguished itself mainly by the
number of atrocities it committed in what was, on both sides, a singularly brutal cam-
paign. By the end of the year, a major withdrawal of German forces from southeastern
Europe was well underway, and the “Handschar” was, for all practical purposes, dis-
banded as a division. The local Bosnians were officially allowed to revert to civilian
Status - possibly in order to prevent them from doing so unofficially (taking their
Weapons with them!) The German and Volksdeutsche component, about 6,000 men,
Were remustered as a Kampfgruppe (Battle Group) called variously Kampfgruppe
Hanke or Regimental Group “Handschar.” It fought in Hungary and Austria until the
end of the war.

The other Moslem Croat formation, the 23rd Mountain Division “Kama,” was even
less distinguished. In view of the 13th Division’s poor record for indiscipline in camp
and unruly behaviour in the field, Himmler's continued faith in Moslems as ap-
Propriate §.5S. material is hard to understand. Possibly he reckoned that the Moslems’
aditional hatred of the Serbs would make them good anti-resistance fighters (most of
the Yugoslav resistance was Serbian; the Croats and Slovenes began to flow into
Tito's armies only late in the war). The official date of the activation of the new division
Was 17 June 1944. It was given the designation 23 Waffen-Gebirgs-Division der S.5.
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HRVATI HER[:EB'B.:[
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HRVATSKIH S5 PUWE

A recruiting poster urging Croats from Bosnia
and Hercegovina to join the Croat §.5.

“Kama” in September of the same year. Like the Handschar,” it consisted mainly
Bosnian Moslems (about eight or nine thousand) with a cadre of Germanf_
Volksdeutsche personnel along with some Croat Moslem officers and senior NC
secunded from the “Handschar.” Basic training was performed in Hungary, but W
the Red Army steadily closing in, it became impossible to carry on. After having bé
in existence for less than four months, the division was disbanded in October ‘44
German and Volksdeutsche personnel were used to form the cadre of a new divisif
the 317 5.5. Freiwilligen-Grenadier-Division (31st S.S. Volunteer Infantry Division)
scratch formation consisting mainly of Volksdeutsche from southern Hungary @
native Hungarian collaborators (see chapter on Hungary). The Moslem recruits Wi
sent back to Croatia. The number 23 was reallocated to a Dutch division (see chap
on Holland in Volume 2 of this present series).

A collar patch with a sun flower was designed for the “Kama” Division, but there

no evidence that this was ever either manufactured or worn. Due to the short timeli

- amic

. was in being, it is most likely that either a plain black collar patch or the stan-
510"(‘ runes were worn. As with its sister Moslem division, the headgear of its
5‘-;3'(”50““&' was a field-grey, or red, fez. All members of the 23rd Divi.si.on wore
c|-,e.;kerlcn:iard shield of Croatia as used by the 13th “Handschar” Division.

(b)
(a)
Collar patches of the 23rd Waffen Gebirgs Division der S.5. “Kama” (Kroatisches. Nr.

i 2:.'0; mal S.5. runes; (b) special sunflower patch which does not appear ever to have
got off the drawing board.

Vehicle sign of “Kama” Division

CROAT INTERNAL SECURITY AND UNIFORMED POLITICAL FORMATIONS

The Ustase The Ustase, the political movement founded by Ante Pavelic, although
certainly commanding only a minority of active support in Croatia, came everﬂually to
dominate the entire life of that country. Pavelic’s original followers from his days of
exile in Italy could be numbered only in hundreds, but soon these few were expanded
into a vast uniformed militia (Ustaska Vojnica) which eventually reached a strength of
some 20 battalions. Most of these acted as static garrison troops, but some becamle
“active service,” or, “emergency battalions” (Pripremne Bojne), taking on a semi-
independent character. Often instead of a battalion number, they took the name. of
their commander. Two of the most celebrated, or notorious, were Boban’s Battalion
(Bobanova Bojna), and Colonel Francetic’s Franceti¢eva Bojna. This Iatte.r., on account
ofits unique black uniform, was nicknamed the Black Legion (Crna Legija). It was th-e
best equipped, most fully mechanized, and certainly the most brutal of all the Ustase
Militia battalions. ‘

At first the Ustase bully-boys directed their fury against the Serbian.minority in
Croatia, only later did they turn their attention to the forces of the resistance.
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Ustase units wore either ex-Royal Yugoslav, or ex-Italian army, uniforms. Lat
acquired their own (home produced) uniforms, but these were worn only by off
This locally devised garb consisted of a British army style tunic, breeches, and
boots with a white shirt and black tie. Headgear was a peaked cap (again moy
looking that German) with a small Ustase U and grenade badge on the cap

Collat patches were red with a large U and exploding grenade emblem (tl
of the Ustase movement). Veterans, that is to say, those who had shared Pa
in ltaly, wore blue/white/red collar patches (the national colors of Croa
veterans formed the basis of Pavelic’s personal bodyguard known as
(Poglavnikova Tjelesna Bojna - Leader’s Bodyguard Battalion). Later this
changed to P.T.S. (Poglavnikova Tjelesna Sdrug®), or, Leader’s Bodyguard Regir

Ustaie militiamen guarding Paveli¢ during a

speech.
This “Regiment” may, at its peak, have had a strength of over 10,000 men, but o:lthesz
only about one hundred were employed as actual bodyguards. The P.T.S. wasa :we ;
the ““honor” of wearing the blue/white/red collar patch - but in this case the order o
the colors was reversed and the Ustale U and grenade emblem added.

NS

nm

Three versions of the Ustase Militia collar patch. The first two are red cotton ¥
white metal emblems. The last one is melar:\rilh a gilt colored metal embl

type of collar patch was worn by Ustase Militiamen who joined the P.T.S. but
original P.T.S. members entitled to the types shown below.

Ustase officer’s belt buckle (blue U on
red background).

Collar patches of the P.T.S. (The Leader’s Personal Bodyguard). The first is the pre=
and early war type. The second was introduced in 1942 and was for non-comm
ranks, the third type was for officers, but these could be worn only by orig
pre-war) members of the P.T1.S. The collar patch colors are “mirror image,” th
say on one side red/white/blue, on the other blue/white/red - the blue part be

Forag ith U badge in front and
the color facing inwards (towards the wearer’s tie). ge cap wit 8

fank “stars’”’ on side.

*Serbo-Croat language specialists may query the spelling of this last word. ’
tainly Zdrug is more usual, but the substitution of S for Z was one of the lingul
“purifications” introduced by the Pavelic regime!
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Ustase officer, Marijan Nosi¢, wears the second style (non-
Italian) type of Ustase uniform with peaked cap and cap badge

set as shown on right.

Emblem of the Black
Legion of the Ustase.

Forman Collection

Cap badge set.
part is an A.P,
standing for Ante P

Ustase volunteers (on left of photo) sign on in the Waffen 5.5.

Marshal Kvaternik (standing)

o \f . with Pavelic. On his collars
Belt buckle of the Pri Bojne (the ' ) Paveli¢ wears red/white/blue
elt buckle of the Pripremne Bojne (th€ tches. 219
active service battalions of the Ustasel collar patches




Non-commissioned ranks (worn on both upper arms)

o O O S
1 .
Cadet N.C.O. Lance Corporal Corporal Sergeant

OOO
S

Sergeant Major

Commissioned ranks (worn on both lower arms)

o AR

2nd Lieutenant

OOO

Lieutenant Captain

IO O] IOOOI | s |

Lt. Colonel

AV

—

Officer Cadet

Colonel Brigadier-General

Three variants of rank circle. Last shows Major (Bojnik) rank with ornamental “bs
The rank insignia could also be worn on the left side of the forage cap.

£
ol B '

_

This is possibly the P.T.S. type.

ik,

e i i i . The
lag pary o Croat st I the L, e e
two circles and a bar to denote his rank).

The U and grenade device was used as a cap badge and as a belt buckle.motif. Rank
was indicated by red circles and red bars worn on the upper arm or, by officers, on the
cuff. Rank also was shown on the left side of the forage cap. On active duty, a steel
helmet could be worn. This was either an obsolete German type (the 1916-1935.ver-
sion) or the French variety (as used previously by the Royal Yugoslav army). In either
case, 3 U badge was worn on the front. Other Ustase formations twere: -

(a) The Railway Guard Battalions of the Ustase (Ustaska Zeljeznicka Bojna). Thjese
were first formed in October 1941 and had the duty of protecting the railways against
Partisan attack. There may have been as many as 20 battalions before the end of the
war,

(b) The Ustase Security Service, or U.N.S. (Ustaska Nadzorna Sluzba). This was a sort
of Croatian Gestapo which worked in close cooperation with the 5.D.

(c) Ustase Reserve Service (Ustaska Pripremna Sluzba)

Two versions of non-commissioned
Ustaie belt buckle.

m




222 the Ustase Youth on the march.
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Ustase Railway Guard’s belt buckle (ac-

Collar patch of the Ustise
tual size).

Guards

(d) UstaSe Youth (Ustaska Mladez). This was divided into three age groupss.
7-14 year olds
12-15 year olds
16-21 year olds.

It was open to both sexes and was voluntary. Uniform was grey-green with, on !
forage cap, the same U and grenade emblem as for adults.

- § de with their officers.
12 to 15 years age group of the Ustase Youth on para
g:ﬁl?:- lrI;;hl arl mZmberss oF the Home Army (Domobrana).

Hitler Youth boy (left) talks to ;
younﬁ member of the Ustase
Youth at a rally of European
youth in Vienna.

Badge of the Us!iaife b\*oulh (Usl:ail:ha 4 |
Mladez t breast - probably N,
il'lla(:\?;\:!dor?gl: ‘:nerit or sport Cap badge set of the Ustase

achievement. Gendarmerie,

(e) Gendarmerie (Oruznictvo), This was, until 1942, under the co?'nmand‘ of the
Home Army, but after that time it was made part of the Ustade Security Service a.nd
became the Ustage Police (Ustasko Redarstvo). It was not part of the State Police
(Redarstvena Straza - literally, the Police Guard).

The Ustase militia battalions sometimes acted as auxiliary guards at German installa-
tions in Croatia. They also furnished a volunteer division for the Croat Home Arrr.ly. In
the summer of 1944, the Ustaie Militia and the Home Army were fused as a single
Military force. 223

Lads of the upper age group of
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STATE LABOR SERVICE

On 20 August 1941, Croatia introduced a State Labor Service - the Drzavnga
Radna Sluzba (literally the State Honor Labor Service, although this second y
pears to have been dropped since it was always referred to simply as the D,
quite patently modeled on the German R.A.D. Service in the D.R.S. was obl
all physically fit males between the ages of 19 and 25 who were required to s
months in its ranks prior to call-up for military service in the Home Army.
of course, regular serving cadre personnel (specially trained for the task at R
ters in Germany). By the summer of 1942, the D.R.S. had a membership

The D.R.S. emblem was a wreath of barley heads enclosing a spade upon
the checkerboard shield of Croatia surmounted by the Ustase emblem. Un
sisted of an open-necked tunic (color unknown, but probably brown) with whi
ficers wore a collar and tie and other ranks a sweat-shirt. Officers could wear b
and top boots, other ranks had trousers and black shoes. Normal headgeas
forage cap, but officers could wear a peaked cap. Belt buckles followed the Ge
style - round for officers, ”square': for other ranks - in both cases featuring
within a wreath of barley.

Emblem of the Croat Labor Service.

The scheme of ranks is not known but would appear to have been one, two;
three bars (possibly silver for lower, gold for higher, ranks) worn on the shol
straps. Collar patches (possibly black) were worn on both sides; senior officers ¥
on these a head of barley (probably in silver thread). The commander of the D
was General Palcic. Although originally conceived as a work service, the D.R.S, €@
and in emergencies did, act as combat engineers in cooperation with the armed foi
(for example, during major offensives against the Partisans).

Member of the German racial section of the Croat Labor Service. His sweal-$
badge is that of the German National Sports Association (D.R.L.).

Labor Service Sports badge (in three
classes: bronze, silver, and gilt).




The leader of the Croat Labor Servi
General Palcic, inspects Croat of|
trainees at an R.A.D. camp in Germ

Tentative illustration of cap badge set.

GERMAN RACIAL MINORITY IN CROATIA

The State of Croatia had a population of some 6.3 million, and of these more than
150,000 were registered as being of German origin - the so-called Volksdeutsche. Not
unnaturally, the German minority demanded, and received, preferential treatment.
They became, in effect, a state within the state. A German Cultural Union
(Kulturbund) had existed within Yugoslavia since 1920, but it was not until 1938 that
the leadership of the Bund passed into the hands of dedicated Nazis. Thereafter, its
“cultural” activities tended to give place to more military pursuits. A parallel forma-
tion to the S.A., known as the Deutsche Mannschaft (D.M.), was formed for men bet-
ween the ages of 18 and 45 years, with a Hitler Youth-type junior offshoot called the
freverer (the Renewers, or Rebuilders). Hitler had shown no great interest in

Yugoslav affairs in the inter-war years. His main concern even after the outbreak of
hostilities had been to preserve peace in the Balkans (from which area raw materials
Essential to the German war effort flowed). Some enthusiastic young D.M. lads had, it
s true, crossed over into Austria to sign on with the $.5., but it was not until January
1947 that the S.S. began to recruit actively within Yugoslavia. It set up “clandestine S.5,

egiments” (getarnte S.5. Standarte) among the German racial communities and ex-
horted Volksdeutsche youngsters to evade Yugoslav military service. Among the Ger-
Man forces invading Yugoslavia in April 1941 were Volksdeutsche lads from Croatia
serving with the Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler).

Two “blow ups” of Croat postage

stamps issued to honor the Croat Labor

After the setting up of the Independent State of Croatia, Pavelic signed a series of
226 Service.

‘decrees (21 June, 31 July, and 30 October 1941) granting the ethnic Germans the right
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to establish a Volksgruppe (Racial Community). The leader of this COMMUunjpy
Branimir Altgayer who was given the rank of State Secretary in the Croat cab, .
July 1941, Himmler authorized the creation, from the ranks of the DM,
amounted to the Croat-Volksdetusche equivalent of the Allgemeine 5.5. It was
as the Finsatzstaffel, or ES (roughly, “Action Squad”’) and was open, on a Vol""
basis, to all physically fit men between the ages of 17 and 22 who could sign gn
periods of service varying from four years to as little as six months. In Novembe
same year, a regular active service unit, the Verfiigungsbataillon (approxi
“Everready Battalion’) was activated within the framework of the E.S, It cons; .
six companies and was granted the name “Prinz Eugen” in memory of Prince
of Savoy, the Austrian military hero who, in the 18th century, had been responsib|
clearing the Turks from Croatia. A second regular ES. battalion was raised )
thereafter, in addition to four Bereitschaftskompanien ("Readiness Companies’
a Stabswache (Headquarters Guard Unit) with companies in Zagreb, the Croat
and Essegg, the main town of “German® Croatia,

The uniform of the E.S. was field-grey with a dark green collar on which was (
right) two stylized “wolf hook” emblems (bearing a strong resemblance to the
5.5.) Sometimes the two “wolf hooks" are close together, sometimes more
spaced (doubtless due to differences in local manufacture). On the left hand si
a black collar patch with the rank of the wearer indicated by a system which is vi
identical to that of the Waffen §.S, (although the names of the rank follow army,
than S.S., usage). Rank was also indicated on the shoulder - again the scheme is ¥
tually the same as that of the army/Waffen S.S. The 5.5, eagle was worn by all ra
the left upper arm. Due to shortages of equipment, many items of accoutremen
ex-Royal Yugoslav Army while the steel helmets were old 1914-18 war, German
The tunic could be worn either open or closed at the neck. If open, a khaki shi
black tie was worn with it. A forage cap with the S5, eagle on the front was worn!
non-commissioned ranks; officers wore a peaked cap with the S.5. eagle above; not
the customary death’s head, but a wreath (probably of linden leaves) enc!o&l-
cockade (conceivably in the red/white/blue of Croatia).

Right hand collar patch,

Feldwebel

ES. Schiitze Gelreiter

E.S. Oberschiitz

E.S. Gefreiter

E.S. Obergefreiter

Above worn on left upper arm. 229

Stabsfeldw.

Oberfeldw.




ronze badge which, although not positively
ﬁ:lcnliﬁed, is almost certainly related to the Ein-
satzstaffel (ES.) of the German Volksgruppe in
Croatia. The curious type of double runes (or
wolf hooks) are the same as those worn on the
£.5. collar patch. It is, lherpiore, possible that
this may be a Sports, or Military Sports Badge of
the E.S. (Photo approximate actual size, from an
example in the collection of VerKuilen Ager of

new York.)

o i
5;;:&

LEELERE]  LEREEE

E.S. Fihnrich Leutnant Oberleutnant

-

E.S. Leutnant

P

Uni ic field-grey with dark green collar. Black collar patch with two white
“\u\'lo(l)lrsTn;Irtﬁl' Rgrr;kyo:a black paglch on other side. Khaki shirt, black tie. Black beiit,
black boots. Steel helmet is 1914-18 type. Field equipment partly ex-former Yugoslav =

rmy.

E.S. Unteroffizier

ES. General
(silver and gold
interwoven thread)

Oberstleutnant

—
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The Volksdeutsche were not exempt from service in either the Croat Home Ay
the Croat Labor Service, but in both they were allowed to have their own allc
units. Within the Home Army a German-speaking Jiger (Light Infantry), battal;

set up in December 1941; its uniform a

Domobran except that on the left upper arm a white swastika in a circular
white oak leaves was worn. There was also a Volksdeutsche Railway Security
to protect the rail lines running through the Volskgruppe region. In the earl

of 1943, the Jiger Battalion and the Rail

5.5. The younger and fitter members of these two formations were remuste
active service divisions of the Waffen 5.5., the older or less fit were posted to p

other internal security, units.

The uniform was that of the former
Royal Yugoslav Army, a brownish-
green color. Steel helmets were often
of First World War type. Collar patch
color may have been Jiger green. All
insignia was standard Croat Home
Army (includinq‘the daq er); the onl
exception was the swasllta on the !el{
upper arm.

Private in working uniform showing
wreathed swastika arm badge.

&l -1943

[/

Commemorative badge of the Police
(Obrana) of the Independent State of
Croatia. (From an example in Marburg
Museum in Yugoslavia.)

nd rank insignia were the same as the .-

way Security Battalion were taken over

Badge (possibly of merit) of the
National Relief (Pomo¢ means aid or
relief) founded in 1941 as the Croat
equivalent of the “Winter Help” of
Germany.

/A

Cap badge for the State Police
(Redarstvena).

Medal (or Honor Badge) to commemorate the
foundation of the Croat State, mentioned on
age 161 of the author’s “Orders, Decorations,
edals and Badges of the Third Reich” Volume
2, but (at the time of publication) no illustration
was available. Instituted in March 1942 and

in silver to Ustase men who had
?(:;::Iegeft:re 1934 and in bronze to those who
ad joined after 1934 but before April 1941.

THE PRINZ EUGEN DIVISION

Beyond doubt, the most celebrated Waffen S.S. Division raised from amolng
Volksdeutsche communities outside the Reich was the 7 5.5. Volunteer-Mountain-
Division “Prinz Eugen.” lIts story is as follows:

The Waffen S.5. had, from the very start of the occupation, tried to recruit men for
its combat divisions from among the Volksdeutsche of Yugoslavia. In this it had not
been markedly successful. Less than one thousand volunteers had come forwa.rd, and
these had simply been distributed piece-meal among whatever S.S. units were.urT r_nost
Need of replacements (many of the volunteers ended up in the “Das Reich” Division).
Word reached Himmler’s ear that more volunteers might be forthcoming if they were
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Two squadrons of cavalry (Cavalry Abteilung 7)
volunteer Mountain Artillery Regiment 7 -
fhe supporting pioneer, signals, Flak, dispatch-rider, antitank, and reconnaissance,
etc., Abteilungen also all bore the number 7.

The uniform of the “Prinz Eugen’’ was standard Waffen S.S. field-grey (the Panzer
company wore normal Panzer black). The right collar patch had an (?dal run? (t'he

mbol of kinship or family). One photograph shows §.5. Standartenfiihrer Heinrich
.:‘;wrson, commander of the artillery regiment, wearing the Odal run.e on both
collars, but this seems to have been exceptional (although possibly not unique). Get-

n officers and NCOs secunded from other divisions could continue to wear their
:::rmal s.S. runes collar patch. If they opted for the Odal rune patch, they were en-
titled to wear their 5.5. runes on the left breast pocket - this practice was, howevir, |..=x-
pressly forbidden by Himmler in 1943. As a mountain division, members of the “Prinz
gugen” were allowed to wear the edelweiss on the upper right arm and on the left
side of the mountain cap. A cuff title PRINZ EUGEN (silver on black) could be u:*orn by
all ranks. After the death of the division’s first commander, Artur Phleps (on active ’ser-
vice in September 1943), the Volunteer Mountain Regiment 13 was granted the right
to wear a cuff title in his honor with ARTUR PHLEPS (again standard silver on black
type) - this award was made in November of the same year.

permitted an ethnic formation of their own and not required to
predominately German divisions. It was decided, therefore, to raise a divis
could consist mainly of Volksdeutsche from Croatia and the Banat, In Marc
Volunteer Mountain Division (Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division) was actiy.
following month it was granted the name “Prinz Eugen.” In October 1943, it
the list of numbered Waffen $.5. divisions (the practice of numbering did not
before this time) as the 7th Division. Despite its prefix of “Volunteer,” by .
did all of its members come into this category. Moral pressure, and in the
analysis, outright conscription had to be applied. In April 1943, all the active «
units of the E.S. were incorporated into the *Prinz Eugen.” Recruitment was ¢
out not only in Croatia and the Banat but also in Serbia, Romania, and
(among the Volksdeutsche communities in these places). R

Finding equipment for the new division was frought with difficulty. The war
eastern front was a constant drain on German resources. Front line units had
anti-partisan formations had to take second best. The *Prinz Eugen” was obli
commandeer 9,000 rifles from the Postschutz (Postal Defense Service) and sca
weapons from the arsenals of defeated foes. The result was a strange mixty
weaponry: Belgian antitank guns, French howitzers, Yugoslay army field guns
machine pistols, and Italian mortars!

The commander of this largely Volksdeutsche division was Artur Phleps, himse
Volksdeutsche (from Transylvania) and one-time general in the Romanian arn

The “Prinz Eugen” took part in its first major offensive against the Parti
January 1943. This action, code-named “Weiss” is perhaps better known as th
of Neretva. Although the whole operation (the largest mounted to date again
forces) certainly inflicted heavy losses on the Partisans, it could by no m
claimed as a victory. The insurgent forces escaped encirclement to fight again -
they did with ever increasing effectiveness until the end of the war. The “/Prinz
was called on to participate in most of the subsequent actions mounted against
It never, except in the very closing days of the war, actually served in the front li
tur Phleps was replaced as divisional commander by S.5. Brigadefiihrer Carl V0
Oberkamp in July 1943. Later commanders were Otto Kumm (August 1944 to Jant

1945) and August Schmidhuber (January to May 1945). Both of these held the rank §:
Brigadefiihrer.

Two versions of the special Odal rune collar patch of the Prinz Eugen Division. (Exam-
ples in Dodkins Collection)

Initially the “Prinz Eugen” consisted of two mountain light infantry regiments:
5.5. Gebirgs-Jager-Rgt. 1
5.5. Gebirgs-Jager-Rgt. 2

Also one artillery regiment, two squadrons of cavalry and pioneer, signals, recof

naissance, etc., support units, In October 1943 the composition of the division wa
5.5. Volunteer Mountain Rgt. 13
5.5, Volunteer Mountain Rgt. 14
1 Panzer Kompanie

md g

5.5. as worn on the . .
leit Lt::::t pocket of Ger- S$.S. Standartenfiihrer

¢ et Petersen (note Odal
mans in the division. r:ne on both collars)

235




236

Being a mountain division, its members could wear the $.. type
edelweiss arm and cap badge.

s oo = e o=

s o e oS =SS s o B S eSS

" Prinz Fu

e T e s EF R EEEE T, fe ST b

Artur
Phleps

During his time as divisional commander, Phleps wore on his left arm what would

Prinz Eugen cuff title in silver-grey thread for enlisted ranks and aluminum \
ar to have been a unique arm badge - a white Odal rune on a black circle out-

officers. .

lined in white.

An Odal rune was also used as the divisional vehicle sign.

Culif title ““Artur Phleps” (silver on black) worn by members of the 13th Regi
the “Prinz Eugen” Division, after November 1944, in honor of the former com
of the division.

Two versions of the 7th Division vehicle sign.

POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AND YOUTH MOVEMENTS OF THE VOLKSGRUPPE IN
CROATIA

The Volksgruppe in Croatia had its own facsimile of the Nazi party of the Reich,
Membership of the National-Socialist German Community in Croatia (National-
Sozialisti ft in Kroatien, N.5.D.G.K.) was obligatory for all

White Odal rune on black worn on left 0zialistische Deutsche Gefolgschaft i

upper arm by the dividonal comsman- Persons from the age of 18 upwards. Women had to belong to the Allgemeinen

der (Artur Phleps) but not, apparently, i inschaft (D.A.G.) The
by any other member of the division. ftauenschaft (AF.G.), workers to the Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinsc
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Corps of Political Leaders wore a uniform which appears to have been models
that of the N.5.D.A.P. The red brassard had an elongated black swastika on a
lozenge. The Volksgruppe leader, Altgayer, wore on both collars an Odal ru
a wreath of oak leaves. Other rank insignia for political leaders is not k
designs may have incorporated the Odal rune. A black Odal rune on a white
background on a red field was the flag of the Volksgruppe.

Branimir Altgayer (born 8 November 1897), Leader of the
German Racial Community (Volksgruppe) in Croatia.
(Photo taken from “Jahrebuch der Volksgruppe in Kroa-
tien” for 1943.) The Odal rune collar patch may have been
unique to Altgayer.

The Volksdeutsche youth was organized along lines very similar to those of th
man Hitler Youth as follows:

Deutsche Jungvolk (D.).V.) -
Deutsche Jugend (D.).) - boys of 14 to 18 years
Jungmidelbund (J.M.B.) - girls of 10 to 14 years
Deutschen Miadelbund (D.M.B.) - girls of 14 to 21 years
There were four Youth Banne and two Independent Stimme - Stamm Agram (Zagl
Company and Stamm Mittelbosnien (Central Bosnia Company). The D.]. had a m&
bership (according to the “fahrbuch” of 1943) of 15,000. It had, like the Hitler You
its own cavalry, motor sport, and glider units. The “Jahrbuch’ makes referenl'.*ﬁ}_l

boys of 10 to 14 years

flag of the German Volksgruppe in

m band of Political Leaders of the
German Volksgruppe in Croatia.

of German

leader

Political
Volksgruppe.

Croatia.

IM.B. Leistungsabzeichen” (Achievement Badge of the J.M.B.) and also a D.M.B.

Leistungsabzeichen, but does not illustrate these.

It would appear (from photographs) that the uniforms of the Croat youth move-
ment were virtually identical to those of their Reich counterparts. The emblem of the
D.J., for example, is simply the Hitler Youth badge with D.}. added. It may be noted
that the term Deutsche Jugend as a substitute for Hitler Jugend was common to
several Volksdeutsche youth movements (e.g. those of Hungary, Romania, and

Slovakia as well as Croatia).

Emblem of the Deutsche Jugend in
Croatia (the local equivalent of the
Hitler Youth).
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Pennant of a Hitler Youth company in Zagreb.
It is rather unusual that the name of the Croat
capital is given in the original form and not in
the more usual German form of Agram.

There was, as we have seen, a German-speaking unit within the Croat State Lak
Service. The German-speaking Railway Guard Battalion and the German Jager
talion in the Croat Home Army were (as mentioned above) taken over by the S,
the spring of 1943 as part of a general stiffening of internal security against an e
creasing Partisan threat. Police Volunteer Units (Polizei-Freiwilligen-Verbdnde) y '_
raised by an order from Himmler dated 15 July 1943. In Croatia seven battalions (e
of four companies) were activated. The volunteers were both Volksdeutsche
Croat, with a cadre of German Police officers and senior NCOs. Each company &
sisted of two German officers, ten German NCOs, while the rest (three officers |
135 other ranks) could be either Volksdeutsche or Croat. They wore normal Gern
uniform. For the more elderly Volksdeutsche males, an Ortsschutz (or Local
Guard) was formed around this time to act as a static self-defense force. That
struggle against the Partisans was taking its toll is testified by the figures quoted in
1944 “Jahrbuch” which lists as “fallen in the battle against the Bolshevik Balkan |
tisans,” 441 names as against only 312 who had “died for Fiihrer and Fatherland in i
East”’ (this is to say up to mid-1943).

It has been estimated that the Volksdeutsche of Croatia contributed the follo
to Germany's armed forces:

To the Wehrmacht . . . .. 1,386
To the Waffen §.5. .. ...17,538
To Police formations . . .. 3,488

To the Org. Todt . . .... 2,200

More than 14,000 volunteer workers from “German’ Croatia went to work in thE

Reich; 2,636 Volksdeutsche served in the armed forces of Croatia.

Dr. Budak of the Croat Foreign Department.

yoal
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CROAT ORDERS, DECORATIONS, AND MEDALS

ORDER OF THE IRON TREFOIL
The Order of the Iron Trefoil was instituted in November 1941 and intended g
as the highest award for members of Croatia’s armed forces (although, like
Croat awards, it could also be conferred on members of the armed for
allies). It is in four classes:
4th Class: a silver outlined, black trefoil cross worn from a triangular ribk
left breast. E
3rd Class: a similar cross but worn on a normal ribbon from the second busa,
of the tunic.
2nd Class: the same cross but worn as a pin-back decoration (without a ribl
the left breast pocket, '

1st Class: the same cross, but slightly larger, worn on a ribbon at the thre

4th Class
tion, reve

4th Class decoration, ob-
verse

242
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1st Class decoration

1st Class with “war decoration” green oak leaf wreath.
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To any class the so-called “war decoration” of green oak leaves could be add
“especially outstanding acts of bravery.” On the reverse is Za Dom Spremni (
defend the Fatherland), and the date of the foundation of the state, 10.1V.19
ribbon is the same for all grades - the war decoration red-with-white-edges type
choice of the second buttonhole as the place to wear the 3rd Class (like the Irog;
2nd Class) and the fact that the highest grade is a neck cross (like the Knighg? 8
and not, as would be normal with an Order, a Grand Cross with breast star,
seem to indicate that Pavelic hoped that the Iron Trefoil would become thq-
Cross” of Croatial :

ORDER OF THE CROWN OF KING ZVONIMIR

The Order of the Crown of King Zvonimir was instituted in May 1941 and was«
classes: (a) 3rd Class: a white enamel, gilt outlined cross worn from a ribbon; (&
Class: a similar cross but worn as a pin-back decoration without a ribbon; (c) 13{
a similar cross but worn on a ribbon round the neck; (d) 1st Class with Star: as abi
but with a breast star, no sash; (e) Grand Cross: an eight-pointed silver breast
sash and sash “badge.”

Any class could have crossed swords (for military action). For bravery in the field
“‘war decoration” wreath of green enamel oak leaves could be added around
ter piece. For civilian merit the ribbon (and sash) is white with red edges; for war mi
the so-called “war decoration” ribbon was employed - red with white edges. It will
clear that much of this derived from the old Austro-Hungarian practice. The me
“Bog i Hrvati” which appeared on the reverse means “God and the Croats." The
1076 (which also appears on the reverse) was the date of the coronation of King
Zvonimir.

BOG | hRVATI

Reverse of the 3rd Class
with swords

3rd Class with swords.

2nd Class with swords.

2nd Class with “war decoration”
green oakleaf wreath. I

Grand Cross 245




MEDAL OF THE ORDER OF KING ZVONIMIR

Instituted in December 1941, this medal is in three grades: silver, brg
“iron" (this latter being,

in fact, white metal or zinc), Like the Order itself, the
is white with red edges or, for war service, red with white edges. For bra =

field, a metal wreath of gilt oak leaves could be added to the ribbon. The .
shows the king with his name Kmitar Zvonimir and the date of his coronation, 1
The reverse features the Ustase emblem and Bog i Hrvati (God and the Cro

the date of the foundation of the Independent State of Croatia, 10.1V.1941
words Za Zasluge (For Merit).

Bravery Medal, obverse

WOUNDED MEDAL

Suspension for the

Gol

Bravery Medal

Reverse

The Wounded Medal was instituted on 9 April 1943 and is in two classes: gold and
“iron”’ (in fact, grey zinc). The gold medal was awarded only for severe disablement
which resulted in the man concerned being invalided out of the service, or to ti:!e
next-of-kin of a man killed in action. The “iron” medal could be given on four ‘?hf-
ferenty types of ribbon to indicate the number of times wounded. For one wounding

Obverse

Reverse

BRAVERY MEDAL

Instituted in December 1941, this comes in four types: bronze medal, small

medal, large silver medal, and gold medal. The small silver medal was given to next
kin of fallen NCOs and enlisted men. The large silver and gold medals were awa €
for bravery in the field. The obverse has a portrait of Paveli¢; the reverse has
Ustase emblem and the words Za Dom Spremni (Ready to defend the Fatherland)
Za Hrabrost (For Bravery). The ribbon is the “war decoration” type - red with
edges. More than one class could be worn at a time,

Bravery Medal. This is a half size
miniature ribbon (actual size is 15mm)

& with facsimile of the medal attached to
8 it

Medal with ribbon for being wounded Reverse .
Once,
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the ribbon is a “ladder” of alternate white/red narrow horizontal stripes with
edges and a blue vertical stripe down the center. For two wounds the

without the center blue stripe but with two blue stripes inset beside the w
For three times wounded there are three blue stripes (i.e. it is like a com
the ribbon of the once and twice wounded). For multiple wounds a gilt mi

2nd Class decoration
for Christians

and Fatherland) and on the reverse Priznanje Domovine (The Gratitude
Fatherland). ]

L oA .I :
TR

s

Ribbon for being wounded once.

Ribbon for being wounded three times. Ribbon with gilt metal wreath m |
wounded more than three times.

) i 1st Class decoration

¥ for Christians

CROAT ORDER OF MERIT

The Croat “Order of Merit”’ (Red za Zasluge) was instituted in May 1942 S et .

five classes:
3rd Class: a cross from a ribbon
2nd Class: a pin-back cross
1st Class: a neck decoration
1st Class with Star: as above but with a four-pointed star worn on the left bre
sash.

Grand Cross: an eight-pointed breast star with sash and sash “badge.”

The badge of the Order is in two types: one a red enamel cross with silver o
tation given to Christians; the other a silver “star”” with red enamel center in
for non-Christians (this meant, in practice, the Moslem citizens of Bo
Hercegovina who would be unwilling to wear a cross on religious grounds).

1st Class decoration

' for non-Christians
The ribbon is the same for both types and all grades (including the sas .

white/red/white/red/white in equal proportions with very narrow red outer
On the reverse is the date of institution 10.V.1942 and the words “Za Zasluge™
Merit). The Ustase U and grenade emblem features on the obverse of both 1) pe
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Grand Cross
for Christians

st Class with Star
for non-Christians

3rd Class on a ribbon for
ladies, non-Christian

® »
Sash and badge of the Grand Cross (for
Christians).
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COMMEMORATIVE WAR MEDAL
The head of state did not wait until the end of the war before instituting
memorative medal! On 29 December 1943 Paveli¢ awarded all members of. f;.
uniformed forces (including the Police, Labor Service, and Ustase milit
memorative “medal.” In fact, this never seems to have gone beyond the
only” stage - the medal itself does not appear to have been manufacty
“medal” was awarded for six months active service or twelve months non-c;
duty. It could also be awarded to members of the armed forces of Croatia’s
ribbon is a ““ladder” of alternate narrow blue and white stripes with whit
edges (red being the outer color). In the center of the “ladder” is a metal b
the Ustase arms above a red and white enamel shield of Croatia. It was
manner of the German Iron Cross 2nd Class, diagonally from the second bi
of the tunic.

Commemorative War Medal

COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL OF INDEPENDENCE 1918-1943

This medal, instituted in December 1943, commemorates not the foundation
Independent State of Croatia, but of Croatia’s independence from the
Hungarian Empire at the end of the First World War, The obverse shows the b
the Independent Croat State, the reverse has the dates 1918 5. XII 1943" (i.e.
years). The ribbon is red with three white stripes.

Obverse Reverse

hN(i:TtEI: rticipated in the big anti
ded to those who had participated i -
m:::rsi;lw;:emonsltalions in Zagreb in December 1918.




SERBIA

The vassal state of Serbia was under a German military administration head
General Heinrich Danckelmann, but was, like the “Protectorate” of
Moravia, allowed to have its own civil government with powers to raise a p
number of internal security troops. Prime Minister Milan Nedi¢, a former ch
of the Royal Yugoslav Army, might be compared to Pétain in France ing
favored cooperation with the Germans in order to prevent his country fallin
communist influence. The German authorities were willing to allow the armi
to 10,000 men for self-defense purposes - obviously this would ease the b
their own security troops.

l

The indigenous forces at the disposal of the Serbian government comprisec

(a) the Serbian State Guard (Srpska Drzavna Straza), or 5.D.S. An armed polic
or gendarmerie, which incorporated the Drina and Danube Regiments of the
Royal Yugoslav Gendarmerie. It had a strength of 153 officers and 1,779 other

(b) the Serbian Frontier Guard (Srpska Grani¢na Straza) or S5.G.S. This was a st
frontier defense force.

(c) the Serbian Volunteer Corps (Srpska Dobrovoljacki Korpus) or S.D.K. This
the most overtly collaborationist of the three. It consisted largely of members o
war Yugoslav fascist party known simply as Zbor( Rally) or of its youthful offs
Beli Orlovi (White Eagles). Originally known as the Serbian Volunteer
(Komanda), it was formed in Belgrade in September 1941, It was popularly
as the Ljoticevci (Ljotic-ites) after its commander, the erstwhile Zbor chief, Dim
Ljotic. The S.D.K. consisted of 12 companies, each of about 120 to 150 men. In Jan
1943, when the name Volunteer Corps replaced Volunteer Command, the forms
was reorganized into five battalions, each with three companies. Early in 1944,
battalions were expanded into five regiments (of three battalions each, except
Regiment which had only one). At the same time an artillery “division” (it
fact, only about 500 men) was added. Arms for the S.D.K. were supplied both by
Serbian government and the German military authorities.

If Nedic’s Serbia is to be compared to Pétain’s France, the State Guard migh
likened to the Vichy police or Garde mobile, whereas the 5.D.K. could be equaté
with the Milice francaise. (See Volume 1 of this series.)

The uniform of the 5.D.K. was basically that of the former Royal Yugoslav
prisingly even the Royal Crown and monogram (of Peter Il) was retained. T
regimental badge, worn on the right breast pocket, took the form of the Cre
Karadjordjevic(the royal family’s name)with, in the center, St. George slaying ad
(Communism?). Around this, in Cyrillic script, is the motto: “With faith in
King and Fatherland. Volunteer.” In the presence of the German military comma i

bio

yugos!av Army. Col

__5.0.K. was presented with a regimental flag in the Serbian colors bearing this same
i e and motto. When this was reported to Himmler, he was moved to addres;- a
actic letter to Field Marshal Kietel containing the words, “I consider it decidedly

us (sehr fragwiirdig) for us Germans to present the Serbs with a flag inscribed,
h faith in God, for King and Fatherland.’” The offending banner was not,
AWEVET) withdrawn.

gnia was worn on the shoulder straps and was the same as for the Royal
lar patches and shoulder straps were plain black until March 1943
en these were changed to dark blue. With the expansion of the S.D.K,, its com-

: Rank insi

E nd had to be entrusted to someone more versed in the military arts than Ljotic.

in 1944, General Kosta Musicki was appointed S.D.K. commander. When, in the
’ Yautu mn of the same year, the Red Army liberated most of Serbia, the S.D.K., along
with the State Guard, was evacuated to Slovenia. All former Serbian self-fiefense
fmces were now placed under direct 5.5, command. The 5.D.K. was absorbed u:\to the
Waffen S.S. on 27 November 1944, In March 1945, it was rechristened the Serbian 5.5.
;ICQrps (Serbisches S.5. Korps), but there is no evidence that it ever adopted S.5. un-
iform, and certainly there was no special collar patch even on paper.

SHOULDER INSIGNIA OF THE SERVIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS
(All shoulder straps are dark blue.)

@

t Staff Sgt. Major _
‘:(:'(;I:Joi;:l (I'os:g:::l‘nik) (Namdsgitl.t) (Narednik Vodnik)

Non-commissioned ranks have silver stars.

Private*

(Dobrovoljac)

*Literally, “Volunteer.”

Breast badge of the Serbian Volunteer
Corps. Actual size. Bronze metal.
Motto means “With faith in God, King
and Fatherland, Volunteer.”
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(Officers have gold stars)

(@]

2
Jl NN
'ﬁ*y ‘@ *j‘x‘?’}’ \’%‘v
2nd Lieut 1st Lieut,

Capt. 2nd grade Capt. 1st grade
(Porucnik) {K:gelan 2 ﬁlasse) (Ka;;:.-lan 15I(rlasse)

(All shoulder straps are dark blue.)

(Potporuénik)

The color of the g

strap and, for
Lieutenant to Cag
1st Grade, the
down the center of

1 _ shoulder strap ind
‘{@Y‘;\, ,{é‘) the branch or the a
AN (Example: red for Infar
\?}, try.)
Lt. Colonel Colonel Brigadier-General

(Potpukovnik) (Pukovnik)  (Brigadni Djeneral)

Exactly the same ranks were used in the Serbian State Guard (5.D.S.) and the S¢
Frontier Guard (5.G.S.) except that Private was called Strazar in the 5.D.5. and Gra

in the 5.G.S.

o

Two officers of the Serbian Volunteer Corps.

(for King Peter II).
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around the shotkl

Cap badge with Cyrilli

The German Volksgruppe in Serbia was much smaller than that in Croatia since, of
_urse, Serbia had at no time been a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. There was
1 ly a single battalion of the D.M. in Serbia. As the Partisan threat increased, Himmler
: dered the removal of isolated Volksdeutsche communities from various parts of the
:;untry to the greater security of the Volksgruppe region of Croatia.

.In sddition to the above “official” defense forces, there also existed in Serbia. a
ri,ﬂvatelv organized defense corps which owed nothing to governrne.ntai sponsorship.
This was the so-called Russian Guard Corps. Ever since the Revolution mf 1917, large
Iwmbers of anti-communist Russian émigrés had found asylum in Serbia. Belgrade
:hld come to rival Paris as a center for anti-Soviet expatriates. Hitler’s inv?sion. of the
USSR, in June 1941 was greeted with jubilation by these exiles who imagined it
:‘would result in the overthrow of the Soviet system and their own lriurnpha:t return to
a liberated fatherland. Thousands hastened to join the German “crusade”’; even the
most elderly and decayed ex-White Army officers offered to don uniform onc.e rTlor.e.
All were rudely rebuffed. Hitler categorically ruled out the employment of er?-ngr?s,
arguing, doubtless correctly, that they would be politically embarrassing and militarily
incompetent. Denied the opportunity to fight communism at the front, some of the
‘would-be warriors determined at least to combat its resistant manifestations at home.

For cap with white/yellow/black
ros:?l:. ‘I'h type of cap is more like the
British army type. Certainly not
Yugoslav in origin.

This private in the Russian Guard Corps
wear's) the collar patch with a button.
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RUSSIAN GUARD CORPS RANK INSIGNIA

—

_|ndependent Russian Corps (Otdel’niy Russkiy Korpus) was formed in Belgrade ':n
september 1941 by Brigadier M.F. Skorodumov. Three d-ays later he was arrested ; y
. Germans - presumably for acting without their authority - and' removed from his
| ppointed command. Major General Boris A. Shteyfon (or Steifon) took over the
yonic corps which, on 2 October, was renamed the Russian Guarc-l (or D?fense}
usskiy Okhranniy Korpus). It eventually reached a strength of five regir'nents.
1he first three were activated in September-November 1941, the fourth in April 1942,
fifth in December 1943. By September 1944 it had 362 officers, 1,?95 non-
o missioned officers, and 9,540 other ranks. Interestingly, less than one-tl:urd were
cdents of Serbia, the largest single group (over 5,000) came from Romania, others
:;I” gulgaria and other Axis satellites, some even were Soviet citizens - after tht'e cap-
{;o: of Odessa by Romanian troops, a recruiting office was opened in that city.

s
pmb’
’cgrps (R

The Guard Corps’ somewhat ambiguous status of being neither part of the
-wrnmental self-defense forces nor of the occupation troops was brought to arn end
on 30 November 1942 when it was absorbed into the Wehrmacht as the Rtfsslsch:s
schutzkorps, known after October 1944 as the Russisches Schutzkorps Serbien (T he
Russian Guard Corps, Serbia). Shteyfon died on 30 April 1945, and comm?nd of tl :
Corps passed to Anatoliy I. Rogozhin, commanding officer of the 1st Regiment an
..une-time lieutenant in the Czar’s Personal Bodyguard.

Corporal
Larger than German army equivalents

/Z 9} , _ i

= -

2nd Lieut. Lieutenant

(silver “‘bar”) (as before plus silver star)  (as before plus

) S )

0] [T &

L 0 =

4 y i A /[
Major Lt. Colonel Colo
(two silver bars) (as before plus silver star)  (as before plus

Major General

Officers of the Rus-
(gold “bar”)

sian Guard Corps in
Serbia (Cossack sec-
lion). Note the
Cossack sabre
Carried by the officer
in the picture.

Collar patches are in two types: (a) light blue for Cossacks and (b) crimson for infal
units,

The Russian Guard Corps was formed in Seblember 1941, but in November 1942

absu;rbed in the German Wehrmacht and thereafter German army rank insig
usedq.

Prior to its incorporation into the Wehrmacht, the Russian Guard Corps won.a a
Czarist-style uniform improvised from former Royal YugoslavArmy khaki with aRussian

258 scheme of ranks worn on the collar. But rank was the subject of much vexation. Since
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This officer w
Czech steel he
Eilh a white

eorge’s Cross
ted on the fron

many of the volunteers were former high ranking officers of the Czarist or Whité
mies, there was an overabundance of colonels and generals. No one wished to
a lower rank than his former one; a problem which was resolved by the lu
device of adopting a scheme of double ranks - one’s current Guard Corps status
dicated by one’s collar, and the former grading on Imperial-style shoulder boar
Collar patches were crimson for infantry and light blue for cavalry [romanticallj_r_',;
accurately, called “cossacks”). On the front of the cap a black/yellow/white j
was worn. On active duty ex-Czech army steel helmets were worn. On the f
these a white St. George's Cross was painted. After November 1942 and its inco
tion into the German army, standard Wehrmacht uniform was worn, and the absuf
double rank scheme dropped.

Armed merely with light infantry weapons and virtually without mechani€
transport (there was even a company of cyclists), the Guard Corps was fit only for:
porting anti-partisan operations in a modest capacity.

There was some talk of making the Russian Guard Corps part of General Viast
German sponsored “Russian Liberation Army” (see final volume of this seriesh
this came to nothing.

. This was a mobile strike force. There was

SLOVENIA-STYRIA

with the defeat of Yugoslavia in 1941, Slovenia was partitiorlled belw::en tt\e two
Axis partners - Germany taking the lion’s share. Mussolini received .the Province ?f
liubhana” {that is to say, Slovenia south of the River Sava). The remam(‘ier‘of S‘lovema
was taken under German “protection” with the ultimate object of ”bn-ngmg it home
10 the Reich” through a process of Germanization. The German-acquired area c.cn-
gsted of Lower Styria (Untersteiermark), Carinthia (Kdrnten), and -Upper Carniola
(Oberkrain). In October 1942, these three regions were incorporated into the Greater

German Reich as Reichsgau Karnten and Reichsgau Steiermark.

The Italians organized a self-defense force in their zone of Slovenia under the name
Anti-Communist Volunteer Militia (Milizia Volontaria Anti-Comunista, or M.V.A.C.).
also a static “White Guard.” After Italy’s
defection from the Axis in September 1943, the S.5. assumed control of all the defense
forces in Slovenia which they renamed the Slovene Home Army (Slovensko
pomobranstvo). Along the Adriatic coast this force was known as the Slovene Coastal
Guard (Primorska Slovenski Domobranci).

The Slovene Home Army wore a greenish-blue uniform consisting of an open-
necked tunic, trousers, and forage cap. This uniform was certainly not of Yugoslav
origin. It may have come from the quarter-master’s stores of one of Germany's
def.eated foes - possibly the Royal Netherlands Navy. The scheme of ranks (worn on
the shoulder) was, however, entirely Yugoslav and followed that used by the former
Royal Yugoslav Army. On the front of the forage cap a cockade in the Slovene
national colors, white/blue/red (white being the outer color), was worn. On the left

upper arm the blue eagle of Slovenia was worn on a white shield outlined in blue. This

Cap cockade

\\'\\\\\\.\\\\\\

Blue and white arms of Slovenia. Worn
on left upper arm.




shield is featured on the celebrated S.S. map of February 1945, but although
tainly worn by the Slovene Home Army, there is no evidence of its being so on
5.5. uniform. The commander of the Slovene Home Army was Brigadier-Ge
Rupnik, who had the distinction of being the only non-Serb to attain the rank (&
the war) of general in the Royal Yugoslav Army. r

SLOVENE HOME ARMY RANK INSIGNIA ddti:risgedn:::h
= with light blue
‘ ; Q”_I q underlay)

J H‘\L

The Slovene Coastal Guard (or, to give it its full title, The Slovene National Security
Corps of the Adriatic Littoral) was commanded by Colonel Kakalj. It consisted of 15
_companies (around 1,800 men in all). The Slovene Home Army had (by 1944) six assault
pattalions (Sturmbataillone) in addition to miscellaneous static ‘“Communications
f[)efense Units” - a total strength of 57 companies (around 11,500 men).

Private Lance Cpl. Corporal Sergeant
(same color _
as uniform) =

£k 3-"‘ ‘eﬂ

Dark green with silver “frame” and gold “bars” ‘ : q"‘ ;.-. it &
-y

@

Officers of the Slovene Home Army.
Thetr uniform is described as

ish-blue.” Note the Slovene arm
badge on left upper arm.

Warrant Officer 2nd Lieut. Lieut.
Silver shoulder _ v
strap T~

Silver straps with gold stars

S

&

Gold straps with

L Brigadier-General Leo Rupnik, com-
ki mander of the Slovene Home Army.
L Rupnik was the first non-Serb to attain

(before the war) the rank of general in
the Royal Yugoslav army.

¥

Lt. Col.
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In Lower Styria the local Volksdeutsche were formed into a Steierscher Heimatby
with a Deutsche Jugend as its youth branch and equivalent of the Hitler Youth
Carinthia there was a Kdrtner Volksbund with a Volksbundjugend as its counte
the Hitler Youth. After these two regions were absorbed into the Greater Gery
Reich, the two youth movements were transformed into what were called |
Youth Preparatory units (Hitler Jugend Anwiirter Einheiten), membership of wj
was made obligatory for all boys between the ages of 14 and 19 years.

In the spring of 1941, physically fit males of the Steierscher Heimatbund
couraged to join the Wehrmannschaft (roughly: Defense Militia). The same ap
young men of Upper Carniola. At first membership was voluntary, but on 17 April
the chief of the Civil Administration in Lower Styria issued an order making it
pulsory. The strength of the Wehrmannschaft in Lower Styria (in 1942) was o
quoted as being 87,400; and in Upper Carniola, 17,592 (in this latter regior
Wehrmannschaft was known as the Selbstschutz).

From the best elements of the Wehrmannschaft in Lower Styria;
Wehrmannschaftsbataillon Siid (South) was formed as a mobile strike force agair
Partisans. It was later expanded from one battalion to five and given the desi
Wehrmannschaftsregiment Untersteiermark (Defense Militia Regiment Lower S

The uniform of the Wehrmannschaften was the same as that of the &
Wehrmannschaften of the Reich; that is to say, brown tunic, trousers, shirt, i
mountain cap. Collar patches are described as being “raspberry red.” This colo
also used as the shoulder strap piping and the lozenge background to the white mi
edelweiss which was worn on the left side of the cap. A brassard was worn. Th
sometimes green and white (the Styrian colors) with the black Styrian lion rampanti
a white circle, but in other versions the lion is white and superimposed upon a bl

swastika on a square background. This Styrian lion with a sword also appeared-."'
decal on the left side of the brown steel helmet.

With the creation of the Volkssturm in Germany in October 1944, i
Wehrmannschaften and Selbstschutz were incorporated into it.

Alternative lﬁpe of brassard with Styrian lion without swastika
on green and white (the Styrian colors).

August 1

g

enfiihr
. Note

ttner with a Wehrmannschaft man,
etrl-nﬂlone:m swastika brassard.

Styrian Wehrmannschaft members
on a field exercise.
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Brown colored German steel hel

7 the Wehrmannschaft with Styri
” sword, and swastika emblem on s

Wehrmannschaft belt buckle.

F

W

Detail of the above emblem (a white

J stencil).
The 24th Division 1

The 24 Waf!en-Gebfrgsv(Karsrjéger} Division der §.5. evolved from a spe ﬁ
trained mountain company (5.5, Karstwehr Kompanie) formed in the summer of 194
to deal with Partisan resistance in the Carso (Karst) and Julian Alps. By November of
the same year it was expanded to a battalion. After the fall of Mussolini in July 19 &/

and the resultant intensification of Partisan activity both in Yugoslavia and nort
ltaly,

%

ern

Himmler decided that it would be necessary to increase the strength of the

Kartswehr Battalion, hopefully to divisional status by taking on locally enlisted voluf

ers. Recruited in the South Tirol, Istria, and Slovenia, it was, according to Paul
jeers.

gausser, ““a mixture of Italians, Slovenes, Croats, Serbs, and Ukrainians.” A di\risionz-il
peadquarters was established at Udine in northern ltaly, and ev‘entua‘lly three re.gl-
s were formed: two of mountain infantry and one of mountain artillery. Its actiAve
f“e:: e was confined to anti-partisan operations except for one very brief brush with
::; gritish in the closing stages of the war. |
A special “Karst flower” collar patch was designed for it. This rfwfzst not be confused
ith the flower worn by the 22nd Division which was the traditional cornflower of
;ermans outside the Reich. This Karst flower is illustrated on the S.5. map of February
1945, but there is no evidence that it was worn or even manufactured. In‘ alll
pmh.sbiii{y the collar patch was either plain black or the standard S.5. rum?s (certainly
for its German cadre). It has been suggested that the horizontal gr‘een/whm.a/r‘ed arm
chield with ITALIA may have been intended for the 24th which was,‘ it ns. true,
sometimes referred to as “the Italian Division,” but again there is no conflrmation of
this fact. Although Istria is now part of Yugoslavia, it was, at that time, a region of Italy,

(b)
Collar 'pa!ch for 24.Waffen-Gebirgs (Karstjiger) Division der S.5. is shown on the S.5.

(a)

ing li i o *** but there is no

1945 as being like (c) - described as a ““Karst flower, «

rer:?:; ggrciemarla;zch a dessign u\?as ever issued, and it is more likely that T:rgber; :si this
division wore either (a) a plain black collar patch, or (b) the normal S.S. runes.

Vehicle sign of
24th Division.

i i h among German botanical
*The author has to confess that despite extensive researc °r cal
ref !:'ean:e ?)ooks, he has been unable to discover what is meant by a “Karst flower”!
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ADDENDUM

Corrections and Additional Information Relating to Volumes 1 and 2 of this Se,

Volume 1
NORWAY

General Secretary of N.S., R
Fuglesang. Note the unusual desj
cap badge (compare with that

on page 10 of Vol. 1). This resem
the arm badge and was robably
first design, later replacecr

Another first design, later replaced. This is the first
pattern of the collar patch for the Fprergarden
(Leader’s personal Bodyguard). The second pattern is
illustrated on page 19, %’his version of the Vidkun
Quisling monogram also appears on a dark blue M-
35 German steel helmet in the possession of the
Norwegian Army Museum in Oslo. On the other
side of the same helmet is the N.S. eagle and sun
cross emblem in white.

Hagelin (center) with State Secretary of the Minist
Piuﬁmdmer (in civilian clothes) and State Secretary Dr.,
Germany in April 1941,

of the Interior (of Germany)
?luckart during Hagelin’s visit to

N.S. eagle and “sun cross” of the type which

would appear to be worn in the

above photo.

Possibly emblem of the Diplomatic Corps or
State o¥ficials (high civil servants, as Beamte in

Germany).

FRANCE
| am indebted to M, Jamin of Ostwald, France,

for the following information on

ichy French formations and their insignia. Since part of the purpose of this series is to

assist collectors, or others, in identifying items the
Information is worthy of inclusion even though it
Organizations are rather obscure!

may have, or have seen, this new
may be felt that some of these o

]




Administrative Staff (on a dark blue bar)
i de Service ;

5?;)1 %sﬂnt Chef de Service

(c) Chef du Bureau

JOFTA and SET

In September 1942 the Vichy government introduced compulsory direction

for males between the ages of 18 and 65 and unmarried females between

But liability for service outside France (i.e., in Germany) was restricted to

ween 20 and 35 and even here the draft was ?P lied in military fashion, initiall
young men in the “classes’’ of 1940, 1941, an ‘P942, that is to say to 20, 21, an

olds. The first of these left for Germany in February 1943. :

To deal with the problem of sending so many young men to Germany,
authorities set up a uniformed organization known as the JOFTA (Jeunes
francais travaillant en Allemagne - Young French workers working in Germa
also established special camps in Germany at which those without a trad
taught one.

The uniform of the JOFTA was dark blue. It consisted of a “battle d
blouse, ski trousers worn with white gaiters or rolled down white stocki
beret basque. Additional items were a f)lue/white/red cloth bar worn on the
per arm and a colored rank bar above the right breast pocket. Sometimes, u
an arm badge with the coat of arms of the province from which the man ez
worn on the left arm (below the blue/white/red French nationality bar). A
ficially, an écusson Pétain might be worn on the left breast pocket.

In 1944 the term JOFTA was changed to SET (Service Encadré du Travail,
Paramilitary Labor Service) and some of the details of the uniform were altere
ﬂatches were now introduced. These were red with a regional number or

eadquarters staff at the Kellerman Center in Paris, a francisque, The rank insij
still bars above the right breast pocket, but in sliﬁ_htly enlarged and altered
the left breast pocket a French shield with SETF was at %irst worn, later
replaced by a more elaborate badge (see illustrations below).

The SET was also responsible for the care and training of French labor cons
the homeland as well as in Germany. A special Staff Training School (école ds
was established at Beaufort-en-Valle (in the Department of Maine et Loire). §
wore the same uniform as above but had their own tyg)e of rank insignia. At
was in the form of triangular collar patches, but after a few months this was ch
shoulder straps.

SET RANKS AND INSIGNIA
Rank bars (dark blue with gold, except first two which have white bars):

L pe |

Seconde d'équipe Chef d’équipe

A i | ]

Assistant Chef de Camp

[& & | [& % % |

Commissaire assistant Commissaire adjoint

EXrd [T2resies][]

Commissaire Chef de Section

[t |

JOFTA RANKS

@ & & (e) Chef de Division
2 gold stars Blue central “bar”
(b) & & 0)
2 silver stars 2 white “bars”
© & ®
1 gold star 1 white “bar”
(d)
red central “bar”
Headquarters Staff (on a white bar) General Service Units (on a red
(a) Chef de Service 1st grade (a) Chef de Cam
(b) Assistant Chef de Service (b) Assistant Che? de Camp
(c) Chef de Service 2nd grade (c) Chef de Chantier
(d) Clerk in Service Chiel’s office (f) Chei d’équipe :
(e) Clerk (g) Second d’équipe Breast Badge, first design Breast badge, second design 7
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Shoulder strap with numb

Blouse type tunic (here for an Assistant)

Collar patches for (a) a region (6 is

Rennes) and (b) for Headquarters staff
in Paris

(a)

JOFTA/SET Staff Training School (Ecole des Cadres)

272

(1) (2)
First desi f rank i i
o tzslalg:;-o rank insignia, worn o1
: E (1} DITECtEUI' de l' p l
— ——y (2) Instructeur pri::ﬁ
:%L (3) Instructeur chef
(4) Instructeur
(5) Chef de service
3 @ (6) Adjoint dans un service .
All collar patches are dark blue with
green “bars” or chevron. Stars are gole
\E’/ =y
(3) (6)

(c) Chef de service (3 red bars)

(d) Instructeur (red central stripe)

(e) Instructeur Chef (2 red stripes)

0] Insgt)lcleur Chef spécialisé (gold
star

(g) Instructeur principal (red stripe,
gold star)

(h) Directeur de I'école (red stripe, two
gold stars)

q sb:ctglﬁ ::ﬂ%l:s. ranks insignia, worn on
(a) Attaché (1 red bar)
(b) Adjoint (2 red bars)

CORPS FRANC FRANCAIS

An interesting but little known anti-resistance group was the so-called Corps Franc
francais (French Free Corps) formed in Bordeaux by a French army officer with the
approval of the German authorities. This small unit, perhaﬁs no more than about 100
men, wore French army khaki (Model 1940) with, on the shoulders, German rank in-

signia and, on the upper arm, corresponding ranks of the French Régiments de la

Garde (normally this insi?n ia would have been worn on the cuff, not the upper arm),
Above their French rank insignia they wore a “symbolic French arm shield” (the exact
design is not known but it may have featured Joan of Arc or Char!emaﬁne or some
other symbol of French military history). Weapons were provided by the Germans.
The unit claimed that it fought only against the Communist F.T.P. resistance and not
against the Gaulliste F.F.l. resistors.

'i®15 |

(d) (e) () ®)

(a) (b) (c)

(a) Corporal

(b) Lance Sergeant } - gold chevrons

(c) Ser?eant

(d) Staff Sergeant - silver bar, red center
(e) Sergeant Major - gold bar, red center
(f) 2nd Lieutenant - 1 gold stripe

(g) 1st Lieutenant - 2 gold stripes
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JEUNESSE ET MONTAGNE (J.M.)

The sub-section of the Chantiers de la Jeunesse known as Jeunesse et Mong:
(literally “Youth and Mountain,” although perhaps better rendered as Mounta
ing Youth) has already been mentioned ?pa e 138) but some further informatio
be of interest. This largely independent and voluntary formation wore the da
of the French Air Force and, on their shoulder straps, their own rank insignia, g
different from that of the rest of the Chantiers. This is illustrated below: E

il ) o f

il

I.
‘\ﬂ

o L .
L '?ﬁ[l'l‘l g “ il IHU'
I Ll I B

(ii) (iii) (iv) (v)

(i) Chef d’équipe

(ii) Chef de Groupe
(iii) Chef de Centre
(iv) name of rank unknown
(v) Chef de Groupement
(vi) Chef de la |.M.

All stars are gold except that of a Chef d’équipe
which is silver. All shoulder straps are in color of un-
iform - dark blue.

Badge of the .M.

EQUIPES NATIONALES (E.N.)

The E.N. was an organization created by the Secretariat General for Youth and
open to the entire youth of France, both male and female, as a vehicle for social 2
civic service of all kinds. The E.M. membership consisted of two types (a) those w
wished to enroll in it exclusively, and (b) those who, as members of other yo
organizations, wished to participate from time to time in its activities (i.e., help outin
an emergency).

The E.N. had three age groupings as follows:

Cadets: 12 to 14 year-olds
Pionniers: 15 to 17 year-olds
Volontaires: 18 to 25 year-olds

(Leaders could, of course, be over this last age as there was no age limitation in theit:
case.)
The organization was divided into:
Main: 5 members under a Chef and Deputy Chef
Section: 3 to 6 Mains
Groupe: 2 to 4 sections .
Ban: an administrative area covering various Groupes (there being normally oné

Groupe per town or rural region). Every Groupe had its flag and there was also @
national E.N. flag.

Winter uniform consisted of a navy blue tunic and trousers, or plus-fours (girls had
a navy blue skirt), navy blue beret, white shirt and black tie. In summer the tunic was
left off and the white shirt worn open at the neck with the sleeves rolled up. Rank
was worn on the shoulder straps in the manner shown below:

Chef de Main Chef de Section Chef de Groupe Chef de Ban

Chef de Ville  Chef départemental Chef régional

(silver stars and bars except in the case of the Staff who had gold.)

All ranks wore a white embr(i;ideredbc:ailtic cross‘sdog;};?v Lerfd}et:!r-ez!:ep:gl:et% :r‘lci |(t)i?:

ide of the beret. Two honor badges cou ed: :

tcr;;slsefl:\sl‘ggnze, the othe{‘ thle fcel!)tic cross "l‘c e‘rhagﬁei:a&:r‘eﬂgsisi é%c: Ib::r‘;%g,ugﬂt
re worn above the left breast pocket. |
?&I:evrvire also “unit citations” in the form of colored lanyards:

Blue for a Main
White fofr a Seétaon
i or a Groupe. ‘
lnTa:lic(?i!t?;n custody g? the national E.N. flag could be awardfﬁl tgea rg:rgﬁrl\gr‘ﬁ
deserving region for a specified period of fime depenete B S Giahtip of the
, on ove a h i :
:12?;;25] E?L.?r:;‘ﬁa': awarded to the Angers region in recognition of its heroic work
during an (Allied) air attack on the town of Nantes. ' et
A Civil Defense section of the EN. was known as the Service Interministe

Protection contre les Evénements de Guerre (Interministerial Service for Protection

against Acts of War) or S..P.EG.

the E.N. This, in a miniature
?oarir’n,b:vdageal:i w;rn as the civil lapel badge.
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ga e 121: the metal badge “Marcel Déat” was worn by all those who had jq
P before 7 March 1944, the date on which Déat became Minister of

National Solidarity in the Vichy government. His followers liked to refer to
“coming to power.” d
page 139: the rank insignia of the Compagnons de France shown on this page
second design. The first design took the form of slip-on tabs on which rank w:
(in much the same manner). These were worn on the left shoulder strap

page 167: KRIEGSMARINE WERFTPOLIZEI

Worn on right u
French arm shi
semicircle with writin
name of location o
question).

r arm.
with above this a

Worn on left upper arm. 3
White police-type eagle with a
swastika on a navy blue backgroun

( bly the
lm“‘urrlt in

In addition to the Kriegsmarine Wehrminner mentioned on pages 166-7,
man navy also employed another French volunteer guard unit. This
Kriegsmarine Werftpolizei (Naval Dockyard Police) at the important U-boat b
Pallice. This unit, formed at the beginning of 1943, was part of the German
whereas the Kreigsmarine Wehrminner were more military police. The We
wore a uniform similar to that of the Danish Marinevaegtere (illustrated on
but with a forage cap. They wore, on the right arm, a French shield of the
lustrated with, above this, a white semi-circle with writing (the author has been
to find out what this wording was, but it may well have been La Pallice). On
arm they wore a version of the Police arm badge on navy blue.

page 177: The breast badge of the Groupe Spécial de Sécurite of the Milice as
on page 177 of this series is entirely accurate (it was drawn from an actual exan
but two variants of this badge have since come to light and are illustrated below,
be noted that in (a) the arms of the gamma emblem are more turned down th
mal and that the bones of the skull and cross bones badge appear below the sk
not behind it. In (b) the bones do not appear at all and the arms of the gamir
more florid. There would appear to be no wording on the upper part of the badges
has to be said that (b) may not be entirely accurate since it is (.!ljrawn from a photogfd
of one being worn whereas (a) is taken from an actual example in the a
possession.

@ (b)

r%o 194: the all-black uniform shown as illustration (a) was only a project which was,
n act, never worn. . . . .‘ f the
3 du Maréchal did not wear the “horizon blue” uniform o
:gl !:g:rn-tl?%fc \?Jg:id '::Var One, but ahblacl;‘ tung;:I aT(d bluﬁl"?culs:artsht‘ro%ri} élrw:: 31}1&::;

i i i i tie, blac '

eams of which was a black stripe), white shirt, blac ( B o 8
' i | . On guard they wore a model 1935 army cras ,
hﬁg;ﬁ”? lLﬁa%iunﬂﬁéagrng;sie képgf. The collar badge (as illustrated on pa%ﬁi‘w?] wa?
.E.rorn below a gouble inverted silver V on a black patch on both collars. This type of
badge was also worn on the front of the crash helmet. e s

e 196: (a) first design, and (b) second design of the badge worn on rig ast
N?ko’tg‘l;y [:gelréarde:l u Maréchal (Pétain’s personal bodyguard). Type {i;‘]_ \:a_s t'I?
spt?tutéd in August 1942 and i;a w}'