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Introduction

10 May 1945

“Just moments ago, I 1aid my rifle down. For a true soldier, this is not an
easy task. I now truly understand the sadness my father experienced when his
battered but proud and undefeated Galician Army surrendered. But orders are
orders! And as I part with my rifle, [ part with a true friend. We first met at
Heidelager. Both of us were new to the army. Since then, we have gone through
an ordeal that only those who have attempted it would understand. Together,
we laughed and cried. We trained, ducked live bullets, bombs and shells and
we marched many hundreds of miles through heat, snow, mountains and pla-
teaus. Indeed, we experienced life as few will ever know. And although I am
saddened to leave you, 1 am glad that your master is dead. I know the Ameri-
cans are a decent lot of Christian men. We hope they will treat us well.

1 hear a whistle. I must fall in for formation. Scon, we will march down
the road into American hands. My next entry will be from captivity.”

With tbese words, the young Ukrainian soldier unwittingly made the final
entry in his diary. Although he probably would have written more, upon entering
American captivity he was searched. As a prisoner-of-war, his diary was confis-
cated by his captors,

Undoubtedly, the American soldier who returned home following the deacti-
vation of his unit had no real understanding of whom he had taken prisoncr and
what he stood for, But it doesn’tmaiter. Placed into a duffel bag, the diary traveled
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Galicia Division

my desk, rereading parts of Brycker’s anti-drug exploits in Queens, N.Y,, I could
not forget my conversation with the older man. Folding up the papers, I put Brycker
away, and began to recover what papers, military orders, documents, etc., that I
had. I knew that he was right. If other writers are currently delving into the history
of World War 11 in a manner that at one time was unthinkable, and even
unpermissable, why can’t 1? Besides, someone necded to reveal at last the ordeals
of that young soldicr found in the diary.

My project began well over 40 years after the conclusion of the Second World
War, and my suspicions that this undertaking would be no easy task proved to be
correct. Written and factual information is available but for the most part it is
scanered about in bits and pieces, frequently in foreign languages, and largely
unpublished. National and regional borders have changed. Cities, towns, and vil-
lages that existed at one time, along with whole regions, either disappeared or
were amalgamated into other states. With the re-emergence of the search for sus-
pected war crimninals residing in the west, such an activity also makes it difficult
for anyone to conduct any research in a free manner. As a result, 2 number of the
Division’s veterans were hesitant or unresponsive to any requests for assistance,
including even those who had conflicts with Nazi authorities and witnessed the
destruction of family members by the Gestapo, Police SS and other Nazi agencies.
Most of my writing was done prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union. It was still
easy to falsely accuse individuals, men or women, of alleged “war crimes” in East-
ern Europe and, along with state supplied “eyewitnesses” and “evidence,” com-
mence procedures. Therefore, I can understand war veterans reasons for any hesi-
tancy to speak openly about the past.

In order to accomplish any kind of mission, one needs the advice, assistance
and knowledge of others. This is especially true in undertaking a project such as
this one,

Former Divisional staff officer Yurly Krokhmaliuk provided me with much
valuable information. I first met Yuriy in October 1987, As we conversed, I won-
dered how he felt about my project. 1 would soon find out.

On the following morning, Krokhmaliuk’s wife told me that afler our discus-
sion, Yuriy was up until 2 a.m. assembling numerous papers, military orders and
archival documents fonnd in his collection. When I entered Yuriy's study, he im-
mediately proclaimed that “yesterday, you asked me questions that should have
been asked thirty years ago.” I had my answer.

For the next two days, we talked incessantly. Nothing was left uncovered.
With tremendous patience and true professionalism, Yuriy answered all of my ques-
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tions, as well as translating a number of documents and military orders. We also
discussed in extensive detail the issue of war crimes, and the numerous allegations
made against the Division. At no time was I afraid to ask sensitive questions nor
did Yuriy refuse to discuss any matter in depth.

From Yarty, I also obtained numerous copies of military orders, documents
and letters. Yuriy had been obtaining these materials from archival sources located
in Western Germany. As mentioned earlier, he did make an effort to translate, but
because there was 50 much material everything could not be handled. Later, others
would also provide me with additional orders and documents. Soon. I was more
than swamped.

Yuriy Krokhmaliuk’s brother, Roman, also assisted me. Although he was never
in the Division, Roman was a member of its Military Board. Along with Yuriy, he
filled me in on the role and mission of the Military Board, its relation to the Divi-
sion, and the problems and difficulties the Military Board encountered. Roman
also provided me with photographs and negatives which, to the best of my knowl-
edge, are scen here for the first time.

Besides the Krokhmaliuk brothers, there were others. Among them is
William “Bill” Nasi. A first-rate historian, Bill possesses some of the most clever
skills of researching and obtaining information on historical matters. This is espe-
cially true when he deals with matters pertaining to espionage, intelligence/counter-
intelligence, and the combat factors which affect everything. Bill is the type of
person who can tell you many things about various Allied and Axis World War I
leaders. He offered fascinating insights into 20th century European events, as well
as the events which occurred in Berlin, Moscow, and within the inner strata of the
NKVD, Gestapo, SS, SD and so forth. On more than one occasion 1 would call Bill
and ask “who is so-and-so.” I he did not have the answer immediatcly, he would
have it within a few hours. “Thanks Bill.”

Retired Colonel Harold “Harry™ Belil also assisted me. A former jump-quali-
fied Marine corporal who participated in the successful breakout of the 1st Marine
Division in the frozen mountains of North Korea’s Chosin Reservoir, Colone] Belil
at one time also edited and published New Breed magazine. In the 1980s, he kindly
published some of my articles on Airborne, desert combat training, and a detailed
article on the Ukrainian UPA insurgency. A first rate military historian, Belil pro-
vided me with books and information on the Second World War, the Waffen-SS,
and much positive guidance. Colonel Belil, thank you, “Airborne All the Way,
Semper Fidelis and forever, Shalom!”

Anotber former Marine veteran, Anthony “Tony” Munoz, provided me with
much information on Germany’s foreign legions. Also a first-rate military histo-
rian, Munoz especially specializes in the complex pre-World War IT and World
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nals and newspapers as the National Geographic and the New York Times. Hereaf-
ter, Ukrainian spellings will be mosdy utilized.

Readers must understand that a number of the original German documents
and orders have already been translated; therefore, I used them in their exact form.
Not one word, or letter, was changed. But there were many other documents, let-
ters, military orders, award/promotion certificates, etc., which I needed to have
translated,

Regarding such translations, I acknowledge that they were conducted in an
informal manner. However, I requested the services only of those who are totally
proficient in the given langnage. I especially sought the services of language spe-
cialists and those with an expertise in World War I German military terminology.
Frequently, I would sit alongside such persons as they translated. If I saw, or sus-
pected in the least that anyone had difficulties or was not as proficient in a specific
language as he or she claimed, I immediately ceased the translating and sought
others. As well, everything that was translated was cross-translated by others to
ensure accuracy. But one must keep in mind that until official certified translations
are made, unofTicial translations must be utilized.

At this time, I must thank my dear mother, Zenobia Logusz, for her constant
inspirations. “Thanks, Mom!”

Finally, the words found in the following pages are exclusively my own. Al-
though it remains for the reader to reach a final subjective conclusion in regards to
the “Galicia” Division, ultimately, readers must understand that history itself --
and not the Division’s critics — will pass the final judgement upon the “Galicia”
Division,

C’est la Guerre!
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Hitler Attacks Russia!

SUNDAY. 22 June 1941. 0315 hours. “FEUER!”

Instantly, with the shout of this one-word command, the stillness of the hot sum-
mer night was shattered as thousands of artillery and rocket batteries unleashed
their deadly salvos and rained shell after shell on Soviet Russia’s forward posi-
tions. As exploding shells ripped men, fortifications and units' into pieces, the
thunderous roar announced to the world the invasion of Soviet Russia and with 1t,
the largest military land invasion in history.

Operation “Barbarossa,” the code name of Nazi Germany’s invasion of So-
viet Russia, was the final result of much of Hitler’s personal thinking. The Soviet
state had to he invaded so that Communism could be destroyed {for Hitler consil-
ered it a threat to National-Socialism), and so that the German race could obtain
the necessary “lehensraum” — or living space — in the east, together with its enor-
mous potential in foodstuifs, indusirial raw material and oil.

Barbarossa’s plan called for a major drive into Western Russia with three major
army groups. From the south, commencing with Southern Poland and Rumania,
Field Marshall Gerd von Rundstedi’s Army Group ‘South’ (or Army Group
“Ukraine’), was to advance through Ukraine, destroy all Soviet forces in its path
and occupy Ukraine. From the center, starting with central and northern Poland,
Field Marshall Fedor von Bock’s Army Group ‘Center’ was to advance on Mos-
cow, the administrative capital of the communist world. From East Prussia, Field
Marshall Ritter von Leeb’s Army Group ‘North” was to sirike through the Baltic
States and link up with Baron Field Marshall Carl Mannerheim’s Finnish forces.
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1942, the fighting ability of the armed SS was not only clearly recognized by
Germany’s High Command but even by the Sovicts. Determined to employ addi-

tional such units in upcoming eastern-front campaigns, Hitler began to cxpand the
Waffen-SS8.1%

By the conclusion of 1941, Germans were no longer the only nationals serv-
ing within the Waffen-SS. For years, Heinrich Himmler and Gotilob Berger, Chief
of the 8§ Main Office and the man in charge of Waffen-8S recruiting, had shown
enthusiasm for foreign SS units. Soon, from the occupied countries, Danes, Duich,
Belgians; northern Europeans such as Finns, Swedes, and Norwegians, began 10
volunteer for Waffen-SS service. These volunteers were incorporated into special
legions bearing their countrics’ names, as for exampte ‘Flandemn,’ ‘Niedcrlande,’
and *Norwegen.’

At first. Himmler only permiitcd “Nordics™ 10 volunteer. While some foreign
volunteers couid be recruited from certain occupied nations, the numhbers were
teuly insufficient to build the foreign unitsto divisional strength. The lcgions, which
were meant 1o serve in action, made slow progress in completing their prepara-
tions. They hovered well below the minimum necessary for combat efficiency.
The 5th S8 “Wiking,” a division to be formed from western Europeans and Scan-
dinavians, is a prime example. At the outbreak of war with Russia, “Wiking™ was
so deficient in Scandinavian manpower that the bulk of that division had to be
raised from Germans. Therefore, by the end of 1942, the SS leadership was forced
to admit that the so-called “Nordic Alliance” was nothing but a failure. Yet man-
power was needed not only to mebilize new SS divisions but also bring the exist-
ing ones, which had suffered heavy casualties, back up 1o thewr onginal strengths.
Originally, the Waffen-SS was to be a small military elite detachment with strict
German and northern European raciat and physical requirements. But critical mili-
tary needs, combined with the establishment of the 13th Yugoslavian “Handschar”
Division in the spring of 1943. forced the Waffen-SS at last to disregard its “Nor-
dic” theories.!®

Germany's Plan For Galicia

Initially, the Hitler and Stalin Pact of 23 August 1939 had divided Eastern Europe
and the Baltic States into German and Soviet spheres of influence. As for Galicia,
Hitler and his foreign minister, Joachim von Ribbentrop, permitted that region 1o
be annexed by the Soviet Union. Shortly afterwards, on 17 September 1939, Galicia
was “libcraicd” by the Soviet army. On 4 December, the Soviets divided Eastern
Galicia into four “oblasts”: Lviv (Lemberg), Drohobych, Stanyslaviv, and Ternopil.
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Prior to the Nazi invasion of the Soviel state, Germany’s Minister for Eastern
European Affairs, Alfred Rosenberg,”? personally submitted to Adolf Hitler on 2
April 1941, a plan which was to make Galicia the seed for a new Ukrainian
state " In his plan. Rosenberg outlined separate states for Ukraine, Byelorussia,
the Cossack lands, Caucasia’s Region and even, Turkestan. Such a move, claimed
Rosenberg, would ensure that Germany would maintain a balance of power in the
cvent that the destroyed Russian communist state should ever regain its strengih.
On 20 April 1941, Rosenberg was insteucted by Hitler to produce a more detailed
plan for the Reichskomissariats,® The following month, on % May, Rosenberg
once again met with Hitler to present his plans. Rosenberg specifically based his
views for creating separate states on a Soviet statare, Article 17 {enacted in the
Soviel constitution of 5 December 1936), which provided (but in reality never
permitted) the Soviet Union's sixteen republics the right 10 secede if they so de-
sired. Rosenberg believed his plan 1o be ingenious, but instead of obtaining a sym-
patheuc car from Hitler, saw that Hitler was no longer interested in any separate
stalcs. Instcad, the soon-to-he conquered eastern termtories were now 1o be re-
garded as nothing but icmporary territories pending future German colomzation.
And on 16 luly 1941, Hitler officially announced at the Angerburg Conference
that “the former Austrian part of Galicia will become Reich territory!™*

Rosenberg, however, continued 10 urge some degree of freedom for Ukraine
and cven requested thai Kiev be its capital.” But that same day on 16 July, Hermann
Goering, Nazi Germany's Lufiwaffe commander who also headed Germany's Four-
Year Plan regarding the economic exploitation of occupied Eastern Europe (and in
all sense wiclded power over Rosenberg), proposed that Erich Koch be appoinied
Reich Commissioner over either the Baltic States or Ukraine. Although Rosenberg
strongly protesied Koch's appointment on the grounds thar Koch earlier bad siated
that he would not obey any of Rosenberg’s dircctives, Rosenberg was unable to
influence Hitler. Regardless, that same month, Hitler established two Reich Com-
missariats: “Ostland” —to encompass Byelorussia and the Baltic States of Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia under Heinrich Lohse and “Ukraine,” under Erich Koch.® In
1urn, the Reich Commissariats were subdivided into various regions and districts,*
Although the Reich Commissariats were supervised by Berlin’s Ministry for Oc-
cupicd Territories, with regard to who actually governed what, the Reich comimis-
sar would be the supreme ruler.®

On 29 Sepiember 1941, Hitler informed Rosenberg of a “policy by postpone-
ment."? As for Ukraine, there was 10 be no Ukrainian state? and with regard to the
“Galizien Land,” Eastern Galicia would be temporarily incorporated into Poland’s
General Government® until it would officially become Reich territory.* Prior 10
this announcement of 29 September, Generalleutnant Franz von Roques® had al-
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21 was largely fought in Ukrainc. In turn, this conflict placed a heavy strain on the
Ukrainian National Government and its army, the UNRA. (Ukrainian National
Republic’s Army). Because the UNRA never evolved into a well organized and
powerful force, it could not effectively engage and destroy Russia’s Red Armies,
the various roving anarchist bands and the numerous foreign interventicnist forces
operating within Ukrainc. In desperation, the Ukrainian National Government would
occasionally request the services of the more elite Ukrainian Galician Army* (whose
core was compesed of former members of Austria’s army) to assist the UNRA in
battles outside of Eastern Galicia. Such was the case, when from 16-19 July 1919,
Galicia’s 100,000 troops marched eastward into central Ukraine, Coordinating their
actions with the rernants of the UNRA, the combined forces repuised Red Russia’s
forces and by 31 August, had recaptured Kiev. But such temporary victories only
prolonged the inevitable defeat. Necdless to say, once the Ukrainian Galician Army
moved the bulk of its strength eastward, Poland’s army encountered lesser resis-
tance.

Overwhelmed by superior Russian, Polish and foreign forces, shattered by
internal strife and recciving very little foreign assistance, the Ukrainian govern-
ment {to include the onc in Eastern Galicia), began to collapse. In latc 1919 Simon
Petliura, who continued to head the Ukrainian National Repubilic, fled to Poland
proper. In desperation, in April 1920, he negotiated a joint Polish-Ukrainian treaty
with Pilsudski to wage war on Sovict Russia#' Many Ukrainians, cspecially the
Galician Ukrainians, were unhappy with such a move but, for the moment, Petliura
had no choice. On 25 April 1920, Pilsudski, with the support of anti-Bolshevik
Ukrainians, launched an offensive.** On 7 May, the combined forces cuptured Kiev.#
Although Poland’s military had grown in quantity and quality, Pilsudski’s plan
was too ambitious and his army lacked effective logistical backup. That same month,
reinforced Red Army forces under Mikhail Tukhachevsky and Scmen Budenny
began to repel Poland’s forces. By 25 July. Pilsudski had retreated to Poland proper.
For the Poles, the situation looked bleak.

As Red Russia’s armies poiscd to take Warsaw and overrun the rest of Poland,
Pilsudski’s resistance stiffened. At this critical moment, France tremendously as-
sisted Poland by dispatching French advisors under General Weygand with mas-
sive amounts of military aid. On 16 August 1920, Pilsudski’s and Weygand’s forces
struck the Bolsheviks both nerth and south of Warsaw. As the combined forces
shattered the Red front, Tukhachevsky’s forces fell back. Rapidly exploiting their
initial breakout, the Poles quickly advanced castward.

On 12 October 1920, a ceasefire was proclaimed. On 18 March 1921, as a
result of Poland’s suceessful war with Soviet Russia, the Treaty of Riga, concluded
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between Red Russia and Poland, conceded o Poland many of the lands it coveted.
By virtue of this treaty, Ukraine was divided between Poland and Russia. A large
part of western Ukraine, 132,000 squarc kilometers with a population in excess of
8 million, of which at least 6 million were Ukrainians, was allocated to Poland *

It must he noted, however, that before the Treaty of Riga was sighed, the
Council of the Leaguc of Nations declared in Paris on 23 February 1921 that “the
territory of Eastern Galicia, although under temporary Polish military control, still
officially lay cutside of Poland and therefore, the Poles have no lcgal mandate for
any permanent administration of Eastern Galicia.™* On 10 September 1919, by
the Treaty of St. Germain, the Ukrainian territory of Bukovyna was ceded 1o Ru-
mania. This was done despite previous American efforts at the Paris Conference 1o
attach the former Austro-Hungarian area of Bukovyna, which was home to 85,000
Ukraintans and approximately 300 Rumanians, 10 the disputed East Gatician terri-
tory.*

Ukrainians, as a people and a nation, were never officially permitted to par-
ticipate in the Parisian discussions. Altbough a Ukrainian delegation arrived in
Paris* to present its cause (and on occasion did succeed in mecting certain repre-
sentatives), Ukrainians were, as a rule, excluded from the discussions.

By 1921, Poland had secured a tremendously large number of minorities. In
its first official census of 1921, 69.2 percent of the population ciled their national-
ity as Polish; but some have claimed that this figure was too high;* 10 years later,
on 9 December 1931, a strict Polish census revealed that of 31,916,000 inhabit-
ants, 21,993.400 were ethnic Poles and ncarly 10,000,000 million were non-Poles.®
Clearly, Poland was composed of minorities. These minorities, including a large
proportion of the Jewish population, regarded themselves as separate nationalitics
apart from Poland. While of course other censuses would provide slighdy differ-
cnt figures, basically the figures indicated that over 30 to nearly 40 percent of
Poland’s population was non-Polish. To be sure, there was danger in this and a
number of observers and historians of that cra did note Poland’s perilous position:
“The Poles have taken on as enemies all their neighbors ... the statc they have
formed contains so many alien clements in geographical juxtaposition to “brothers
of blood™ that it is bound to be scriously affected when irredentist movements get
under way.”* “By concluding the Treaty of Riga, Poland had “condermned hersell
and, in fact, insisted on signing an advance copy of her own death-warrant.”

With America’s withdrawal from European affairs, President Wilson’s princi-
pal of 'sell-determination’ fell into disruption. Because the Paris Peace Conler-
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Galicia Division

the dark night, both men established a password. This password would only be
known to themselves in the event that some important or personal meeting would
again need to be set up at a future date

Forced at last to face the fact that the Division would become a reality — with
or without the formal approval or support of the OUN-B, OUN-M, or the UPA —
the various factions either had to render support to the project or, if still opposed to
it, remain completely neutral.

Ukrainian Proposals For the Division

In early 1943, Volodymyr Kubiyovych held a series of meetings with General-
Governor Wachter to establish some basic rules and needs for the Galicia Divi-
sion.** After cxtensive discussions, the Ukrainian Central Committee presented a
number of demands, of which the most important were:*

1) The Division is to be used only against Communist forces on the East-
ern front;¥

2) The officer corps is to be Ukrainian;*

3) The name and patch of the Division is to be Ukrainian;*

4) Members of the Division are (o be assured spiritual-religious rights;

5) All Ukrainians held in prisons and concentration camps, including the
imprisoned officers of “Nachtigall” and “Roland” are to be released immedi-
ately;¥

6) The Division will become a part of the Ukrainian Army which shall
arise in due time;

7) The Division is only to be a part of the Wehrmacht;*

8) The soldiers” families are Lo be provided with security;

9) In the territory of Galicia, a Military Board is to be formed to help tend
1o military matters and to look into the interests of the soldiers and their fami-
lies.*?

After these demands had been presented, discussed, and largely met, the first
steps for forming the Division had been taken. Now the idea had to be proclaimed
to Galicia's citizenry and volunteers had 1o be sought.

The Proclamation

Wednesday, 28 April 1943. From an old palace located on Chametsky Streetin the
Galician capital of Lviv, where Galicia’s ancient rulers had presided at one time.
Wachter’s proclamation was officially made public’* Announced throughout the
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whole of Galicia, the Galician governors' proclamation of 28 April may be cited as
the Division’s official date of birth.* With this proclamation, a number of main
points were announced and these points were as follows:¥

1} ... Now and then. the Ukrainian Galician population had expressed the
desire to participate, with arms a1 hand, in the armed struggle of the German
state. The Fiihrer, acknowledging Galicia’s stand, acceded (o this wish to take
part in the battle and so permitted the creation of the S8 Division “Galicia.”

2) Every soldier of this Division shall obtain full military equipment, pay,
meals and benefits for his family on the same scale as soldiers of the German
army. Spiritual guidance for the volunteers shall rest within the hands of your
clergy.

3) The Dijvision’s volunteers shall wear their regional insignia. When
enlisting into the Division’s ranks, those volunieers whose fathers fought val-
iantly in the ranks of the old Ausirian army shall be given top priority.

4) Ukrainian-Galician youth! You have earned the right to battle your
mortal enemy, the Bolshevik, for your faith and fatherland, for your families
and for the beloved fields of your land, and for a just new order in a victorious
new Europe...

For Wachter, the issue was critical: he knew that, in essence, the success or
failure of the entire operation depended on the number of registered volunteers; as
well, the future of Wachter’s career was probably also contingent upon it. So after
taking into consideration Galicia’s population, Wachter established a goal to raise
one division of approximately 20,000 volunteers.

In his orders issued to the Germans on 28 April 1943, Wachter emphasized the
need to refrain from the use of force in attaining this number stating:

“The application of any methods of coercion, including any sort of moral/
psychological pressure must be exclnded — otherwise, the entire enterprise
will lose its political significance.™*

That same day, Wachter appealed to Galicia’s youth to enlist into the “Galicia
*“ Division to fight communism, and to defend their families, their homeland and
Europe.¥ And on 6 May 1943, professor Kubiyovych appealed to Galicia’s youth.
In a highly moving appeal, Kubiyovych stated:®
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“The long-awaited moment has arrived when the Ukrainian people will
again have the opportunity to come out with gun in hand to do batile against
its most grievous foe — Bolshevism. The Fiihrer of the Greater German Reich
has agreed to the formation of a separate Ukrainian volunteer military unit
under the name SS Riflemen’s Division “Halychyna.”

Thus we must take advantage of this historic opportunity; we must take
up arms because our national honor, our national interest, demand it.

Veterans of the struggles for independence, officers and men of the Ukrai-
nian Galician Army! Twenty-two years ago you parted with your weapons
when all strength to resist had cbbed. The blood of your comrades-in-arms
who fell on the Fields of Glory calls you to finish the deed already begun, to
fulfill the oath you swore in 1918. You must stand shoulder to shoulder with
the invincible German army and destroy, once and for all, the Bolshevik beast,
which insatiably gorges itself on the blood of our people and strives with all
its barbarity to arrive at our total ruination.

You must avenge the innocent blood of your brothers tortured to death in
the Solovets Islands camps, in Siberia, in Kazakhstan, the millions of brothers
starved to extinction on our bountiful fields by the Bolshevik collectivizers.

You, who followed the thorny but heroic path of the Ukrainian Galician
Army, understand more than anyone what it is to fight in the face of uncven
odds. You realize that one can only face an cnemy such as Red Moscow shoulder
to shoulder with an army capable of destroying the Red monster.

The failures of the anti-Bolshevik forces of the European Entente in the
years 1918 to 1920 testify irrevocably that there is only one nation capable of
conquering the USSR — Germany. For twenty-two years you waited with sa-
cred patience for the holy war against the barbarous Red hordes menacing
Europe.

It goes without saying that, in this titanic struggle, the fate of the Ukrai-
nian people is also being decided. Thus, we must fully realize the importance
of this moment and play a military role in this struggle. Now the battle is not
uneven, it is not hopeless. Now, the greatest military power in the world stands
opposed to our eternal foe.

Now or never!

Youth of Ukrainc!

I turn to you with particular attention and call upon you to join the $§
Riflemen’s Division “Halychyna.” You were born at the dawn of the great
age, when the new history of Ukraine began to be written in crimson Blood
and golden Glory.
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When your fathers and elder brothers, first and alone in all of Europe,
took up arms against the most fearful cnemy of Ukraine and of all humanity;

When your brothers, inflamed as you are now, first wrote into history the
peerless heroic deeds at the Battle of Kruty;*

When your brothers covered themselves with the glory of the first Winter
Campaigns against the Bolshevik monster;

When they, in the midst of a newly “peaceful” Europe, were the first to
go forth against the Bolshevik invader in the second Winter Campaign, writ-
ing into history the heroic deeds of the Battle of Bazar;

1t was then that You, our Youth, were born, and as You grew, across the
whole of Ukraine revolts rose up against the Bolshevik invader, who by ruin,
famine, exile, torture, and murder strove Lo wipe our nation from the face of
the earth. Then you, our Ukrainian Youth, laid your colossal sacred sacrifices
on the altar of your Fatherland. You burned with the sacred fire of love for it,
hardened your sparit for it, readied yourself for the right moment of reckoning
by arms. With longing in your heart, with glowing embers in Your soul. You
waited for this moment.

And now this moment has come.

Dear Youth, I believe that your patriotism, your selflessness, your readi-
ness for armed deeds, are not mere hollow words, that these are your decp set
feelings and convictions. I believe that You suffered deeply and understood
the painful experiences of the past struggles for indepeadence, and that You
culled from them a clcar sense of political realism, a thorough understanding
of the national interest and a hardy readiness for the-greatest of sacrifices for
it. I belicve in You, dear Youth, I belicve that You will not idle while the Great
Moment passes by, that you will prove to the whole world who you are, what
you are warth, and what you are capable of.

Ukrainian Citizens!

I call upon you for great vigilance. The enemy does not sleep. In the
memorable years of 1917-19, enemy propaganda hulled our people with lofty
words about eternal peace, about the brotherhood of nations. Now this propa-
ganda aims to tear weapons from our hands once again, and disseminates

among us countless absurd slogans, groundless conjectures, febrile dreams.
You know where this propaganda originates. You know its purpose. Counter 1t
decisively, even when it comes forth under a Ukrainian guise, guilefully ex-
ploiting the uninformed and confused among the Ukrainian people. Youknow
the value of arms, and thus I believe that, with God's assistance, You will
worthily pass the test of political maturity history has put to you.

69






Galicia Division

military men supporting the project and with the threat of a possible Soviet
reoccupation of Galicia imminent, the number of men now willing to volunteer
increased dramatically.%

“YOUTH OF GALICIA! ALL GREAT DEEDS BEGIN WITH SMALL
ACTS! NOW OR NEVER! WITH A STEEL WALL., BAR THE EASTERN
ENEMY! YOUTH OF GALICIA! NOW OR NEVER! NOW OR NEVER!"

Such slogans, heralded in a number of rallies and demonstrations throughout
Galicia’s many towns and cities, brought home the true seriousness of the present
and upcoming situation. As a result, the recruiting campaign which followed pro-
duced a higher number of voluntcers.

So why did large numbers of men willingly volunteer for the “Galicia” Divi-
sion? Who were they? What, exactly, motivated a man to volunieer for a division
under German auspices, especially after so many Ukrainians had suffered under
Nazi rule? Undoubtedly, there were various complex reasons, and for a more thor-
ough understanding, they must be cxamined in depth.

To begin with, many Galicians were idealistic and patriotic. Seeking ways to
improve Galicia’s and Ukraine’s position, they were willing to undergo military
training so that they could fight both Stalin’s Russia and Hitler’s Germany. Within
Galicta (as previously in some other European nations), out-right enemies of Na-
zism and the S8 volunteered only to preserve their nation and to better their na-
tional position against any external threat, including Nazism.® Although they fully
realized thal initially they would have to cooperate with Germany. they longed for
the day when Galicia would be free of any foreign rule.”

Undoubtedly, some of Galicia’s youths who volunteered had little or no un-
derstanding of the historical and political implications of the moment. Misinformed,
misguided, bombarded with various propagahda. caught up in rapidly moving
events, they believed that the creation of the “Galicia” Division (and even a “Ukrai-
nian Army”) was (or soon would be), the beginning of a major German political
change toward Galicia and, in general, toward Ukraine.® As many other European
volunteers, they were willing to volunteer into the Waffen-SS because of Berger’s
promise of independence for their states if they served for a while in Germany’s
military.® These volunteers were especially encouraged when in April and May of
1943, they witnessed the rclease of a number of imprisoned Ukrainians from vari-
ous German jails and concentration camps.” And once released, some of the lead-
ers themselves volunteered for service in the “Galicia™ Division.”
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In many cases, UPA guerrillas and its sympathizers joined the Division in
order to infiltrate the formation and to obtain arms, equipment and training. Ap-
proximately how many of Shukhevych'’s fighters penetrated the Division has never
been established, but it is known that a number of UPA fighters did enlist into the
Diviston.”

Fear and hatred of communist Russia compelled many to volunteer for a for-
mation destined for eastern front combat.”

Some joined because they feared that if enough volunteers were not recruited,
manpower would be secured by conscription; therefore, to possibly secure a better
position within the Division, it was advantageous to volunteer.™

As in any nation, there are always some whose guest for action, adventure and
excitement — coupled with a desire to soldier — drives them to volunteer with little
or no regard for a particular cause; and, as in other European nations, undoubtedty
a small number who volunteered did so out of a sympathy for the Nazi concept of
a "New Europe.””

But, the vast majority of those who volunteered did so out of a love for Ukraine
and a sincere hatred for all forms of totalitarianism. At that time, most felt that this
was the only path to self-liberation. Most had little regard for Nazi Germany and
did not espouse its cause; their willingness to serve in a German-controlled forma-
tion was only surpassed by their desire to improve the Ukrainian position.?

Most of the recruits who volunteered for the Djvision were between the ages
of 18 and 30.” Though there were those who attempied Lo enlist at 15, and a few
were as old as 70.7 Almost all were mexperienced recruits, most were from Galicia
and very few had seen any previous military or police service.” A high percentage
of the men came from professional or skilled families, but 2 number also hailed
from agricultural backgrounds. The vast majority could read and write, and a per-
centage were college graduates (some of whom even possessed advanced degrees),
ot had been university or high school students at the time of enlistment.® A high
percentage of the men were proficient in two or three languages, but others were
proficient in more languages. They loved Galicia, Ukraine, its people, and because
the vast majority possessed a high level of national consciousness, such virtues
compelled them to volunteer.®

How many werc willing to volunteer, and how many were in fact accepted, is
difficuit to establish. Often, the numbers varied tremendously, and propagandisis
boosted various (and unusually high) figures. In a number of cases, volunteers,
themselves, inflated the figures. When a number of volunteers were rejected for
military service, they attempted Lo enlist elsewhere; simultaneously, there were
those who, in an attempt to avoid service, registered in several locations lo cause
confusion. The fact that the volunteers were not immediately accepted upon com-
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Soviet Russia and its military high command, Stavka, immediately took a
strong interest in the Division. In an attempt to hinder recruitment, Stavka dis-
patched Soviet guerrilla general Sidor Kovpak on a long-range mission into Galicia
in late June and early July 1943. Kovpak’s mission was twofold: to inflict military/
economic damage and to demonstrate to Galicia’s populace German weaknesses.
Once accomplished, it was hoped that Galicia’s inhabitants, witnessing German
weaknesses, would reject German proposals of cooperation and would withdraw
support from the “Galicia” Division. However, as a result of Kovpak’s failure,
proving for the moment that such raids were ineffective, the Soviets could only
resort to propaganda.

In order to establish a closer bond with Ukraine (and possibly even Galicia),
Soviet propagandists increasingly began to use the word “Ukrainian.” They also
began to resurrect the names of many former Ukrainian miljtary leaders in Soviet
issued awards, decorations, and honors. On 10 October 1943, the Soviet Supreme
Presidium issved a high-ranking award for valor'?® named after the legendary Ukrai-
nian Zaporozhian Cossack leader Bohdan Khmelnytsky."” Two months later, in
December, several Soviet units were officially redesignated as “Ukrainian ™12

In late 1943, Yaroslav Gallan, aleading Soviet propadandist, directly attacked
the Division. Critical of Erich Koch, but especially of Galicia’s Governor Otto
Wachter, Gallan stated:

*...the same Wachter who earlier a dog wouldn’t bark about, all of a sud-

den became a very popular person within the German Information Bureau”

Gallan attempted to discredit Wachter by claiming such high-pitched broad-
casts were heralded triumphantly throughout the summer of 1943 by Germany’s
Eastern Information Bureau in an effort to secure recruits: “Wachier is recruiting
eastern volunteers,” *Governor Wachter is mobilizing 70,000 volunteers,” “Galicia’s
Black Division™ (the word “black” here denotes something very sinister, terrifying
and fascist in nature), “Wachter prepares to overcome the Eastern front,” and “Gov-
emor Wachter accepts many Galician SS men.”

*“But just how triumphant was Wachter?” asked Gallan. According to the So-
viet propagandist:

“Wachter, from the bottom of the depths, pulled out the old Austrian Gen-
eral Kurmanovych who hurriedly and unsuccessfully mobilized only several
thousands of supporters from Greek-Catholic believers; therefore, he instructed
his police to begin a manhunt for “volunteers.” And once it secemed that all
was ready, the Governor travelled to Kolomyia. There, in a market square,
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Wachter reviewed a group of *Hutzul's* {Carpathian mountain people} who
were pressed into service from various regions and who were supposed to
rescue Hitler’s Germany from disaster. For the sake of amplified sound ef-
fects, Wachter used slage techniques and blared music from the opera “Aida”
[endoubtedly when Gallan mentioned Verdi's opera “Aida’™ he was referring
to its famous “Military March” theme], during which his poor “SS™ was forced
to march for two hours, thereby creating the effect of a whole legion. But
before Wachter could even enroll the newly recruited “Eastern Tyroleans,” it
became cvident that some of them, along with their arms, successfully fled
inta the forests. The rest simply went home.

It would have been risky for Wachter to personally meet with any of them,
because they might have done the same thing to Wachter that Wachter had
done to many of their fathers and brothers — they would have hung Wachter
from a street lamppost! As a result of all of this, Wachter’s fame became
clouded.”

In conclusion, Gallan posed the question; “And what ever became of this
“Black™ Division?” Himself. he rephed:

“Its life was short-lived, as was the career of its instigator. After mobiliz-
ing a limited number of men, they were dispatched to conduct a “new order”
in, of all places. Norway.'# As for the rest, Wachter secretly dispatched them
for German penal service and the demoralized *“commander™ of this division
was put away with the moths.”™*

Eventually, however, Soviet propagandists began to realize that such public
statements, in addition to being highly fictitious and untruthful, would also expose
the fact that within the Soviet empire there were many who were actively oppos-
ing Stalin and communist rule. Fearing danger in this, Soviet propagandists greatly
curbed their broadcasts and publications in regard to such German-sponsored for-
€ign units,'™!

Poland’s London-based government-in-exile learned about the “Galicia™ Di-
vision through German propagandists and the Polish underground. Initially, the
exilists were baffled by such a formation and could not fully realize the scope of its
meaning. But seeing that a Waffen-SS Division was in the process of being raised
from a fiery and patriotically minded minority in Eastern Galicia, the Poles began
to take the matter seriously.

83





















Galicia Division

over 50,000 Ukrainians attended an outdoor Mass which commenced at 7:30 A.M.
to bid farewell to the first group of departing volunteers.? Attending this Mass
were a host of Ukranjan, German and foreign dignitaries: Kubiyovych from the
Ukrainian Central Committee, Colonel Bisanz from the Military Board, Galicia's
Governor General Wachter and a host of other officials; Bishop Mykyta Budka
and the Chief Field Chaplain of the formation, Reverend Vasyl Laba, performed
the ceremonial Mass.? Afterwards, a number of speakers, to include Wachter,
Bisanz, Pankiwsky, and the youngest representative from the departing groups
volunteers, 16-year-old Yuriy Ferencevych, spoke on behalf of the departing vol-
unteers.® That same day, in mid-afternoon, the first troop transport set out for
Brno, Czechoslovakia, where, in Wehrkreis (military district) Bohemia and
Moravia,” a non-commissioned officers academy was located. Along with the first
group of departing recruits was a handful of chaplains departing for Zennheim.
Two days later, on 20 July, the first transports set out to Heidelager, a troop train-
ing area near Dembica in Wehrkreis General Government.” Because at this stage
the Division was in its preparatory phases and its departing volunteers were sim-
ply raw recruits heading directly to their training areas, at no time could two “Rus-
sian-speaking Galician SS men” threaten the Pole Wladyslaw Razmowski with
execution,®

During these two days, a total of 300 men (including medical doctors) were
dispatched to various officer schools. The 2,000 NCO candidates (including some
ex-NCO’s, mostly from the recent pre-Scptember 1939 Polish Army), were sent to
Brno’s NCO school. From Brno, many were sent 1o other NCO academies. As for
the 2,000 recruits, most were dispatched straight to Heidelager but some also ar-
rived at Heidelager via Brno. According to renowned Waffen-SS historian Dr.
Klietmann, 300 officer candidates and 48 medical doctors were dispatched to of-
ficer training; 1,300 NCO’s and 800 NCO candidates to various NCO schools, and
2,000 recruits to Heidelager.”

However, within parts of Galicia certain oblasts (or counties) showed less
enthusiasm than did others. A prime example is that of Berezhany County. Al-
though mass appeals and cries of “ALL GREAT DEEDS BEGIN WITH SMALL
ACTS!” were heralded during the initial recruitment phase, few in that county
responded favorably. Disgusted with Berezhany’s negative response and hoping
toinduce more positive recruitment, Berezhany’s Ukrainian Committee condemned
its youthandreissued a strong appeal. Published on posters and displayed throughout
Berezhany, the poster denounced Berezhany’s youth for “its lack of military spirit
and youthful enthusiasm.” The poster cited a low figure of only 439 enlistees
“whereas neighboring Pidhayetski provided 1,400 While acknowledging that the
Division had sufficient volunteers and “could go without Berezhany,” the poster
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also warned that “in future years Berezhany’s district will be remembered for its
apathy and cowardice,” and cited “how fingers will be pointed at Berezhany for
having been so unworthy of its ancestors.” In conclusion, the poster stated “that
the Ukrainian Commiitee in Berezhany does not believe that its youth would al-
low such a situation to exist...” and urged men “to enlist into the Galicia Division.”
How much of an influence the committee’s appeal and criticism had, and whether
it induced more enthusiasm, has never been established.

As the volunteers boarded the trains, huge crowds of well wishers bade them
farewell; but once the trains pulled out, each man fell into his own thoughts.

For Vasyl Sirs’kyi, enlistment into the “Galicia” Division served as an escape
route from the hands of the Gestapo. Along with Ukrainian publisher Colonel
Dmytro Honta, Sirs'kyi was implicated by the Gestapo in July 1943 for alledged
anti-German activities. Unlike Honta, who had managed to escape, Sirs'kyi was
arrested. But as the Gestapo prepared to interrogate him, Sirs’kyi displayed a card
which cited membership with a departure date set for Sunday, 18 July. Seeing this,
the Gestapo immediately released him.

Karpiak, a well-known Galician actor and opera singer, was on the first train
bound for Heidelager. Although Karpiak had enlisted as a tifleman, little did the
35-year-old opera singer realize that simply singing a song inside an army bar-
racks would launch him into a new career as a singer at various soldiers functions,

For Bohan Semenyk, this was his second military service. Drafted into the
Red Army in 1939 when Eastern Galicia was under Soviet occupation, Semenyk
was captured by German troops in 1941. Placed into captivity in Rumania, the
moment the Soviet prisoner heard of the Division, he successfully pressed his
captors 10 be released. Shortly after returning home, Semenyk left for Heidelager.

54-year-old Dmytro Hamoniv was one of the oldest volunteers. Pretending to
be in his early 40s, the Ukrainian patriot, who was born in Kiev on 26 October

1888, had seen service in the Imperial Russian Army, the Ukrainian National Army,
the Galician Armiy and in the winter of 1920-21, he participated in the winter expe-
dition against Red forces in Ukraine. Wounded in the head, legs, and right eye,
Hamoniv, along with a number of other Ukrainian patriots, was captured, Forced
todig a ditch, the Ukrainian raiders were then lined up, one row at a time alongside
it, to face a Chekist firing squad. As the executed men plummeted into the ditch,
another row of captured men was lined up. And so it went, until Hamoniv's row
came up. Standing in the cold and bloody snow beside a ditch filled with bodies,
Hamoniv closed his eyes as the Reds raised their rifles.

Suddenly, the crack of the Communists® Mosin Nagant rifles shattered the air,
As mcn fell forward, Hamoniv, realizing that he had not been hit, plunged forward
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The Replacement Army also conducted refresher courses for incoming soldiers,
re-draftcd personnel and for those who had been wounded or injured and after a
brief period of convalescent leave, were re-entering the army.

In the fall of 1942, the Replacement Army’s training was severely reorga-
nized. Until then, there was no need 10 change the system because Germany’s
losses prior to Russia and North Africa were not heavy and thus, the training orga-
nization proved adequate. But in late 1941, as manpower demands grew tremen-
dously, and new weapons, concepts and ideas were being introduced, it became
clear that training in the Replacement Army would require more attention, coordi-
nation and stricter control.

The first step in establishing any Kind of centralized and coordinated training
was to provide leadership for it. A new post, designated as Chief of Training in the
Replacement Army, appeared in the fall of 1942, Through the study of inspection,
combat, field, and monthly situation reports, the Chief of Training began to incor-
porate actual baitle experiences into the training, This post was also to establish a
stronger control over officet/NCO training, and ensure that military training was
uniform throughout the various military districts.

Another problem which arose in 1942 was how to obtain enough weapons,
ammunition and equipment for the Replacement Army. Contrary to popular belief,
Hitler did notrevive Germany’s pre-war 1939 economy by placing it on amassive
war-footing. While of course, an expansion did occur, the German Army, well
before Russia, was known to have suffered severe ammunition and other shortages
following a campaign. (Such as in the case of the 1939 Polish campaign). And
prior to the commencement of Operation “Yellow” (the 1940 German attack on
the west), Hitler was repeatedly warned by his generals that Germany’s military,
even with current production, would face grave ammunition shortages if stale-
mated as in World War 1* Simply stated, the Reich’s factories, from 1939 until
1942, were not producing what Germany’s military forces: army, air force, navy,
submarine, and paratroop forces, needed to effectively sustain its needs.* Because
Germany’s front line needs seriously curlailed weapons, ammunition, and egnip-
ment desperately needed by the Replacement Army for its training, one of the
main functions of the Chief of Training was to develop, organize, and advise the
Replacement Army on how 1o conduct its training with simulators, “mock-up's,”
and various improvisations in as much of a realistic scenario as possible; addition-
ally, the training was also revised.

In general, a recruit’s training lasted 12-16 weeks. At the conclusion of this
training, if a trained soldier was not immediately sent 10 a front line unit or placed
into a newly forming division, he was provided further training until needed. All
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unnecessary training, such as rifle drill exercises, goose-stepping, heel snapping,
and so forth, was prohibited by the Replacement Army starting in 1942. Incontrast
1o the policy of many nations (including the United States), once a recruit entered
the Replacement Army, he was assigned a branch. Once within a certain branch,
he was immediately introduced to his weapons system. For example, an artillery
recruit was immediately introduced to the artillery piece. If he was also designated
to serve as a radio man within his battery, he then received all necessary radio
training. Because a battery could come under a direct attack, throughout this 12-16
week period, a recruit learned how to be proficient with arifle, handgun, oreven a
machinegun. The end result was to create not only an independent warrior, but one
that would be an efficient member of a gun battery, an infantry squad/platoon,
radio section, tank crew, etc. Such a method of instruction proved more than favor-
able and time efficient because it enabled a recruit to become fully acquainted
from the very beginning with the weapons and equipment he would later use in
combal.

Waffen-S3 Training

Waffen-SS training was also conducted within the Replacement Army. In general,
Waffen-SS divisions were organized along the lines of Army divisions and Waffen-
SS recruits and soldiers trained in the Wehrkreis military districts.

But insofar as training installations. weapons, ammunition, and equipment
nceds were concerned, the Waffen-SS, versus the Wehrmacht, received preferen-
tial treatment; additionally, whereas in the beginning of the war the Waffen-SS
relied primarily on army schools for specialized training, by mid-1943 the Waffen-
S8 had established the necessary schools. training courses and training areas re-
quired by a complete and well operated military organization. It should be noted,
however, that in certain areas, such as chemical warfare, the Waffen-SS continued
to resort to Army schools.®

By 1943, military materiel shortages were encountered by the Replacement
Army. In turn, these shortages forced the Replaccment Army to adopt various simu-
lation devices and new methods of instruction for the training of regular army
recruits. But this was not so in the case of the Waffen-SS. Waffen-SS training units
were not only stockpiled with weapons and material but, in fact, had the newest
models of material and many of the finest officer and NCO instructors, both from
the Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS, as instructors. The amount of live ammunition
fired, the numbers of live grenades thrown, anti-tank rouods fired, etc., far ex-
ceeded that of regular army trainees. To be sure, regular army troops did receive
the best training which could be afforded to them, but because the Waffen-SS had
the first priority, their recruits were able to experience more realistic, effective and
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One morning, at the conclusion of a night compass course and a brief period
of rest and sleep, the men assembled for the march back to the barracks. As the
NCO candidates marched down the road, Prypkhan reached for the rifle strap over
his shoulder. He froze. He felt around. Nothing. Thoughts of severe punishment,
dismissal from school, a firing squad and so forth raced through his mind. Imme-
diately informing his NCO instructor about what had happened, Prypkhan was
told to retrieve his weapon. With another Galician NCO candidate, Prypkhan ran
back nearly two miles. And bow he ran. Had someone timed him, a new Olympic
record tnight have been set. Arriving to the spot where he had last seen his rifle,
Prypkhan found it lying in wait. The NCO candidate was overwhelmed with de-
light. But realizing that the longer his NCO instsuctor waited, the angrier he would
be, Prypkhan raced back. Ordered to fall hack into place, the group continued to
march down the road.

Prypkhan, however, knew that the matter was not yet closed; surely, some
form of punishment would be meted out. But he was never summoned. Days later,
Prypkhan learned the incident was never reported. Had it been, not only wonld
Prypkhan pay for it, but possibly his NCO instructor would have lost his training
duty and would have been dispatched 1o the front. Regardless, Prypkhan never
again lost his rifle.

In November 1943, sbortly after recruit training, as Vasyl Sirs’kyi stood in an
early morning formation at Heidelager, he heard his name announced for the trans-
lators school. Sirs’kyi, along with a group of others, was to report to the
“Dolmetscher — Schule der Waffen-SS™ a1 Oranienburg, near Berlin, located in
Wehrkreis 111,

Sirs’kyi’s train trip was very comfortable. But on the following day, as the
train pulled into a Berlin station, American medium bombers suddenly swooped
in. As they flew at rooftop level, strafing and hombing the railway station, Sirs’kyi
and his friends piled out of the train with the rest of its civilians and soldiers,
Running down the platform towards a bomb shelter with crowds of civilians and
soldiers, Sirs’kyi could hear the “whumps” of the exploding bombs and anti-air-
craft fire. Smelling the fire and smoke, he realized at Iast what war was like.

In the following five months at Oranienburg, Sirs’kyi witnessed many more
“Berlin raids.” Nightly, from Oranienburg, Sirs’kyi would watch as the night sky
over Berlin would suddenly be lit up with thousands of parachuting night flares,
only to be followed by the numercus beams of search lights and anti-aircraft fire.
Nightly, he would hear the distant “thumps” of exploding bombs in the distance
and occasionally, he would catch a glimpse of arapidly descending aircraft wrapped
in orange reddish flames. Sirs’kyi always felt sorrow for the crafi’s crew and won-
dered if its young pilot and airmen managed to parachute out of the plane, or if
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they were entombed in the fiery hell; he also felt sorrow for the many innocent
Betliners that perished daily during such raids. As he viewed the bombings from
safe distance, Sirs'kyi frequently wondered “what madness ever created this?”

Noting the underfed Polish workers who were housed nearby and brought in
daily to clean and repair the barracks, Sirs'kyi and his friends would wrap pieces
of bread, small cans of meat, sardines, and fruit among trash items which daily
were deposited into the trash bins for disposal. Of course, there was danger in this,
but the Poles who came in daily to empty the trash found the extra food. “We thank
you, friend” was quietly expressed to Sirs'kyi when no German was around.

Riding in the back of a German Opel “Blitz” 3-ton army truck from a day of
training not far from the town of Arnhem in the Netherlands, NCO candidate Ostap
Veryn heard the sound of an incoming aircraft engines. Although there was noth-
ing unusual about this because in the spring of 1944 many an Allied aircraft flew
in the vicinity, Veryn noted the sputtering sound of the aircraft’s engines. Turning
around in the truck, he saw the aircraft’s plume of black smoke. To Veryn, it seemed
as if its pilot was making an attempt to land his battered plane on a field.

Stopping the truck, the men watched as the American bomber came in. Land-
ing on its belly, the craft slid forward until it stopped; encompassed in smoke, it
was evident that the burning plane posed a danger for those inside.

Jumping out of the truck, the NCO candidates raced toward the plane. As
Veryn ran, he spotted flames rising upward from undemeath the plane; from the
rear, a door opened, a man wumbled out, stood up, and attempted to pull another
man out. Within seconds, a few of the Germans reached him and began to assist
the American airman but Veryn, along with another candidate, jumped up on the
aircraft’s wing. Clambering aboard the craft above its bullet riddled cockpit and
nose, Veryn looked inside.

The bomber's nose gunner was lying on his back, his stomach nothing but a
bloody red mass. Pieces of his stomach actually hung out; yet the man was still
alive. Inside sat the pilot. He looked alive, but his co-pilot seemed dead. Quickly
un-shouldering his Kar 98 rifle, Veryn shattered the craft’s top window panel, threw
his rifle to the ground, and reached inside the cockpit. As he worked the pilot’s
shoulder and chest seat belts, Veryn could feel the heat of the approaching flames.

Shouting for assistance, Veryn began to lift the body straight upwards. Pass-
ing the pilot to a couple of men beside him, Veryn shouted “I'm going in to pull the
others out!” Jumping down on the pilot’s seat, Veryn shook the co-pilot. Seeing
that the man was dead, Veryn climhed into the aircraft’s nose compartment to
retrieve the craft’s nose gunner. As he pulled the unconscious airman backwards,
flames began to absorb the cockpit. After passing the airman 1o the top, Veryn
pulled himself up, jumped down to the ground, retrieved his weapon and with his
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The “Galicia” Division’s Periodicals

On 21 November 1943, the first issue of *To Victory™ was published. A weekly
newspaper dedicated to the Divisions soldiers, *To Victory™ was published by the
Military Board.

Initially, the Military Board had planned 10 publish the first issue months be-
fore. But because of tight press censorship and opposition from certain Nazi offi-
cials, for these reasons the publication was delayed.’

Chief editor Myhailo Ostroverkha was assisted with assistant editors V. Dzis’
and Artym Orel. Maria Kobryns'ka was the chief secretary. Colonel Bartolomei
Evtymovych, Iar Slavutych, M. Sytnyk, Leonid Lyman, P. Karpenko-Krynytsia,
E. Kozak and L. Perfets’kyi rounded-out the editorial staff.

Within its four pages, information was provided on military-political events,
commentaries on various national and international issues; and articles on history,
literature, and international sporting events. Various cartoons and humorous ar-
licles to bolster morale were also inserted. Initially published in Lviy, the press
later worked out of Cracow. Exactly 51 issues were published with approximately
10,000 newspapers in each issue. Issue No. 51 was last published on 7 January
1945.2 These issues were distributed amongst the Divisions soldiers and Galicia's
people.

With the transfer of the Military Board 1o Vienna in late Janoary 1945, the
Military Board commenced a new publication. Titled “To Arms,” basically, it was
the same newspaper as “To Victory.” This publication, however, was short-lived
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and it ceased to exist sometime in March 1945. Very few (if any) of its issues ever
reached the “Galicia™ Divisions soldiers.

For the greater part, throughout the Divisions existence, its soldiers read what-
ever Eurcpean newspapers and publications they could come across.
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Byelorussia and Russia proper. It also encompasses most of the Byelorussian Re-
public.

From the base of the Carpathian Mountains to the region of Kholm, patches of
forest abound the terrain. Numerous year round flowing rivers, creeks and streams
(along with seasonal intermittent streams) abound within the region. A number of
swamps ar¢ also found. But as cne approaches Kholm, (and the region of North-
western Ukraing), the wooded areas of mixed trees (especially birch, beech, fir
and alder), is largely characterized by mixed brush, swamps, and forests which
overlap into Poland from Byelorussia’s and Northern Ukraine’s vast Pripyat forest
and swamp region. Here also, are found many ponds and lakes.™ Cultivated farm
land and pastures along with towns and cities containing sizable populations also
characterize the region. Unlike regions further to the east, more hard paved roads
were found.

Critical road networks (such as Zamosc in Eastern Poland; Stanyslaviv and
Rava-Russkaya in the Northwestern Ukraine and Volodymyr-Volynski south of
the Byelorussian border) crisscross the region. These road networks, providing
essential communication systems, are critical for military/civilian movement and
for the delivery of supplies and materiel into Europe, Ukraine, Russia and the
Baltic States.

Large wooded, swamp areas provide an abundance of concealment for guer-
rilla forces. From these areas of concealment, frequently armed with information
provided by village, town, and city inhabitants,the various guerrilla factions
lTaunched raids and strikes against military, communication and economic centers;
they terrorized into submission those trying to remain neutral and disrupted ordi-
nary life.

But such forested areas could not only be utilized by local partisans and by
guerrillas arriving into the region from distant regions (such as those of Vershyhora’s
group), but also by regular conventional military forces. The wooded areas not
only provide an abundance of cover for the movement of military units conducting
offensive and/or defensive operations, but the forested swamps may he utilized for
blocking or cbannelizing enemy advances, and as staging areas for launching di-
versionary attacks or raids upon an aggressor’s flanks and rear.

Undoubtedly, in the early weeks of 1944, Germany’s high cormand alsorea-
soned that in the event the Soviets should succeed in advancing further westward,
the region would play a critical role in halting any further Soviet advances into
Poland and Central Europe. The Germans also knew that to defend a region con-
taining a sizable insurgency was not only difficult, but could prove to he impos-
sible. So for the moment, if the guerrillas could not be fully destroyed, it was at
least as critical to keep the local insurgency (but especially any newly inserted
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guerrillas) at bay. Because previous German experiences proved that mid-winter
is the best time of the year 10 successfully conduct any kind of offensive anti-
guerrilla/insurgency operations, this factor played a major role in formulating a
plan to conduct another anti-gnerrilla operation which resulied in orders for the
Division to dispatch a battlegroup into that region.

Departing from Heidelager on 16 February 1944, Kampfgruppe “Beyersdorff”
moved eastward in three echelons.® A lack of sufficient motorization did not en-
able the battlegroup to be transported eastward via truck convoy; therefore, the
railway system was utilized.

Kampfgruppe “Beyersdorff” was organized into two subgroups: “A™ and “B.”*
After passing through Yaroslav and Peremysl. both subgroups proceeded to an
assembly area in Liubachiv, a border town located 20 miles northeast of Yaroslav
and 30 miles northeast of Peremysl. Sizable elements of the battlegroup, however,
were sent 10 Lviv, almost 60 miles east of Peremysl.” After a brief stay in the
Galician capital for only several days, the group moved northwest and rejoined the
bulk of Beyersdorff’s group in Liubachiv.

To this day, it has never been explained why a large part of Beyersdorff’s
group was diverted 10 Lviv. Since communist guerrillas were known to have been
operating north and northwest of Lviv, it is possible that initially a plan existed to
useLviv as an assembly area for the anti-guerrilla operations. Perhaps a two-pronged
thrust, one from Lviv and one from Liubachiv, was initially planned but then aban-
doned. Other possible motives could have been for propaganda; possibly the de-
struction of certain railway systems by guerrilla activity forced a diversion first
further eastward to Lviv and then northwest 1o Liubachiv or else, someone simply
just forgot to stop the trains where the troops were to unload and they ended up in
Lviv.®

For those who ended up in Lviv, Lviv turned out to be a good deal. As the
troops hung around the railway depot waiting for the next northwest bound trains,
townspeople showed up with goods, family and close friends appeared, and some
soldiers even snuck away with them to visit favorite cafes.” Years later, Ostap
Veryn would humorousty recall how his parents appeared — while his father gra-
ciously handed out cigarettes and tea to the troops, his mother repeatedly created
embarrassing situations for him as she produced items of clothing from a bag and
lectured him. “Now, son, when it gets cold, I want you to wear this sweater,” and
“don’t forget to change your socks,”and “why don’t you write more often!” etc.,
etc. Months later, Veryn would hear such motherly replays from his friends: “now,
son, don’t forget to wear your sweater,” and *‘write more often!”

The moment the first troop train approached Liubachiv, Beyersdorff’s troops
encountered a destroyed railway bridge approximately five miles south of that
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The Further Building of the Division

On 9 February 1944, Governor Wachter’s assistant, Otto Bayer,! was assassi-
nated. Along with Bayer, Dr. Heinnch Schneider, another member of Wachter's
staff, died also. Both men were assassinated on Poniatovski Street in the Galician
capital by Mykola Kyznetsov, a terrorist assassin dispatched by Colonel Medvedey,
who headed Stavka’s Special Operations Burean.

Since Bayer's funeral was to he held in Lviv, a delegation was dispatched
from Heidelager to Lviv to serve as an honor guard for the funeral. In the strength
of a company and accompanied by the Divisional band, the soldiers were issued
new uniforms and winter garments. According to Myron Mackyi, a member of the
honor guard, the delegation (excluding the band and possibly a few others), was
composed primarily from the Sth Infantry Company.? The delegation travelled east-
ward through Peremysl to Lviv.

On 13 February, the soldiers marched down Lviv’s main avenue. During the
procession, thousands showed up and gave the troops a very friendly welcome.
Following the funeral, the honor guard was released until 10 p.m. on the following
day. During their free time, they visited family and friends.

Upon returning to Heidelager, Sth Company was immediately assigned a new
task — to reinforce Kampfgruppe “Beyersdorff.” Its departure was scheduled for
early morning. “That’s right, gentlemen, you had plenty of time to rest and sleep
on the train. So let's get ready.” Through the whole night. men drew ammunition,
loaded and tied down equipment onto flat bed cars, harnessed horses inlo cattle
cars, painted their helmets white, drew white camouflage parkas and packed per-
sonal items.
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At daybreak, an eastward bound train showed up. After hitching up the flat
bed and cattle cars, the troops set out. Initially, their destination was Rava-Russka,
but because the bridge on the Rata River in Rava-Russka was blown up by the
guerrillas, alengthy delay transpired at Peremysl.Eventually, the train was diverted
to the beloved city of Lviv. Thus, once again, in a matter of a few days, the men
saw Lviv. But this time, they did not stay; within hours, the Sth Company was
enroute northwestward towards Liubachiv where the soldiers stayed overnight in
the same school house occupied one or two days earlier by elements of Kampfgruppe
“Bayersdorfl.”

On the following morning, the 5th Company, in a defensive travelling mode,
marched northwards to link up with the rest of the Kampfgruppe. Warm receptions
and many expressions of gratitude greeted the company as it travelled through
Ukrainian villages and towns previously terrorized by Soviet and other guerrillas.
Never would Mackyi forget this moving experience.

By the heginning of the new year, Galicia’s communities hegan 1o feel the
Division's impact. Members of the Division, whether on leave or pass, were seen
and heard. In general, Galicia's populace was sympathetic to its soldiers, but there
were some who continued to loathe those in uniform.*

As in any community, soldiers present an impact — both positive and negative.
And Galicia was no exception. Investigations arose regarding sporadic incidents
of fighting hetween returning Galician troops and Polish railway workers; troop
commanders and the Military Board received written complaints about soldiers
seen with local women into the wee hours; the local bully-boy (usually the same
one who earlier had volunteered but when the time came 1o go lacked the inner
strength to go), now decided to prove his toughness by picking a fight with a well
trained and conditioned volunteer — in the process — bully-boy got beat up; and
stories of gambling and drinking also surfaced. But overall, the troops behaved,
and many men were received cordially and sympathetically into the homes of total
strangers.

But on more than one occasion, as the soldiers returned to Galicia, they car-
ried their personal sidearms and weapons with them. And whenever a group of
volunteers noted a civilian in trouble with Gestapo or SS police authorities, they
had a habit of stepping in, and freeing their victim. As a result, by the spring of
1944, the activities of the Gestapo and Police SS, especially around railway depots
and major cities, hegan to decrease.*

In mid-February 1944, Galicia’s Nazi administration issued a decree proclaim-
ing that a forced mobilization of the regions Ukrainian population into its army, as
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Once assembled, the Division continued its trairing. At Neuhammer, strong
emphasis was placed on specialist training and unit training. Fresh recruits contin-
ued to arrive from Galicia. As previously at Heidelager, these incoming recruits
were not immediately placed into the Division but were first organized into com-
panies or batteries and provided recruit training by the Replacement Army’s
Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS. Upon the completion of their training, the trained sol-
diers entered the Division.

Neuhammer’s camp commandant was very receptive to the Division. Assist-
ing the Division with its needs, he ensured ample amounts of clothing, supplies,
equipment, horses, some vehicles but most importantly — arms and ammunition.
Regarding the latter, at Neuhammer (as earlier at Heidelager), the Waffen-SS° sup-
ply distribution ensured the Division’s arms and ammunition needs.

At Neuhammer, the Division began to acquire more Ukrainian leadership. As
Ukrainian officer graduates and non-commissioned officers arrived, the Division’s
leadership gradually began to transform itself from German into Ukrainian. Itshould
be noted that for the greater part, these incoming Ukrainian graduates assumed
leadership positions at lower levels and seldom beyond a company command; for
the greater part, most officers from the rank of Hauptsturmfiihrer (captain) and
Sturmbannfiihrer (major) were German. Senior Ukrainian officers were desper-
ately needed to command units from battalion strength and higher.®

With the arrival of well-trained Ukrainian leadership and Freitag’s policy of
“shape-up or ship-out,” changes began to occur. Incompetent, irresponsible, and
inept leaders were being replaced by competent incoming Galician officers and
NCO's who achieved leadership pesitions in squad, platoon, and company levels,
Uncaring, incompetent and irresponsible German leaders, initially brought into
the Division as a result of a lack of Ukrainian leaders, either submitted requests to
leave or in some cases, were dismissed ocutright. As a number of such German
squad, platoon, and company commanders left, incoming Ukrainian leaders filled
their positions. For the greater parl, the newly arrived Ukrainian leaders adjusted
well with their compatriots and many of the previously encountered problems be-
gan to subside. Although at this stage the higher positions were still primarily held
by German leadership, everyone now knew that it was just a matter of time before
the lower ranking Galician Ukrainian officers and NCO’s would rise in rank and
replace those in higher positions.

At Neuhammer, the emphasis was placed on completing the building of the
Division,” conducting specialist training, and fully training the Division through a
series of Divisional maneuvers. To accomplish this, much time was spent in the
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field, and all training was carefully critiqued by both Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS
instructors. Overall, the training went very well, with Galicia’s volunteers display-
ing a tremendous willingness to learn. They continually exhibited a strong motiva-
tion and desire to master various skills.* They also demonstrated an interest in
mastering technical matters, quickly grasping the skills and knowledge required
for the communication, artillery and anti-aircraft fields. As previously at Heidelager,
Galicia’s artillerymen excelled in Neuhammer. The 88 crews, composed primarily
of former college students who had majored in mathematics and technical sub-
jecls, especially demonstrated remarkable skills. Within each gun crew were mem-
bers who mastered the 1-meter, 1.5-meter, and 4-meter ‘Entfernungsmesser’ range
finder scopes, a very complex system of range finders. Such rangefinders, in the
hands of skilled observers, enabled crew members to accurately judge the distance
and speed of ground and aerial targets. Once taken, the readings were quickly
provided to the 88 crews resulting in numerous hits.

In field training, the Ukrainian volunteers demonstrated toughness and endur-
ance; quickly, they acquired the necessary knowledge to soldier well. This knowl-
edge, in turn, created confidence and internal strength, as demonstrated one evening
when a German staff officer, hurrying to his quarters in a downpour, was suddenly
challenged by a Galician sentry on guard duty.

Well-versed and trained in the critical responsibilities of sentry duty, the sen-
try shouted “HALT? OR I'LL FIRE!” and denied the officer further passage. See-
ing that the guard meant business, the officer froze. “PASSWORD!” Because the
officer had failed to learn that day’s password (which changes daily), he explained
his predicament after identifying himself, and stated he should be permitted to
enter the official area without having to reveal the code.

Undaunted, the volunteer stammed his weapons bolt forward and shouted in
German “HINLEGEN!" (“GET DOWN!"). Forcing the senior ranking officer into
the mud, the seniry continued his vigilance until an NCO appeared and took the
half-frozen officer into an office where his identity was confirmed. On the follow-
ing day, while Freitag dined with some of his staff, the General spoke approvingly
of the dutiful sentry’ s actions. Praising the latter, Freitag proudly exclaimed “these
Ukrainians will yet make fine soldiers.”

Simultaneously, however, Fritz Freitag's leadership could waiver between that
of a compassionate leader supposedly beginning to understand his troops, to that
of an inept general with little concern for proper troop welfare, Such was the dual
character Freitag displayed when forced to intervene in the case of a soldier sen-
tenced for execution — grenadier Evhen Burlak.
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present forced Himmler to address the Ukrainians as he spoke about his impres-
sions regarding the Division.

In his speech, Himmler attacked the communists but, unlike previously, did
not denounce the Slavs. Undoubtedly trying to appease the Ukrainians, he admit-
ted that the “Galician’s™ were actually Ukrainians and cited that the Division should
have been titled “Ukrainian” rather than “Galicia.”* Himmler also appealed for a
strong unity amoengst both groups. He instructed the Germans to “get along [with
the Ukrainians] as if you were born with them,” encouraged the Germans to con-
tinue to spread their knowledge and stated “I require from you, my German offic-
ers, that you rescue in battle the wounded Galician Ukrainian comrades as if they
were your own brothers.”

But, fully realizing the Ukrainians were dissatisfied with their current status
in the Division, Himmler also stated “I know, with the way things are, that you
Ukrainians are not fully satisfied. I also know, that ifI would issue you the order to
slaughter the Poles, you would be so grateful that you would carry me in your
arms. But 1, as a national leader, cannot issue such an order because 1 am respon-
sible for my deeds not only to the Fiihrer, but also to history.”*

Following Himmler’s words, Paliiv approached the Reichsfithrer and, in the
presence of the Divisional commander, the Division’s senior officers and Himmler’s
entourage, stated: “Let it be permissible in your presence, Herr Reichsfiihrer, for
me to declare, that we Ukrainians are not preparing to slaughter the Poles and that
is not why we voluntarily enlisted into the Division Galicia. But after observing
German policies in Eastern Europe, we cannot fail to cite how you Germans con-
tinue to incite us against the Poles, and the Poles against us. Unfortunately, 1 feel
that it is necessary to inform you that your politics in Eastern Europe are not cor-
rect and lead to nothing good. Forgive me for such an unpleasant rebuttal, but that
is the way it is.”

Total silence reigned in the room. Ameng the Ukrainians, only one thought
went through each and every mind — “and what will become of Paliiv now?” But
nothing happened. Himmler instead spoke about other matters, and shortly after-
wards, left the reception. Paliiv’s words, however, were not totally forgotten. Fol-
lowing the receplion, a senior-ranking German officer approached Paliiv, extended
his arm in a friendly manner to shake Paliiv’s hand and stated “Waffen-
Hauptsturmfiihrer Paliw — Ich gratuliere Ihnen!” (“I congratulate you!™).*

Following Himmler’s inspection, the Reichsfijhrer accompanied Wachter to
Lviv. Satisfied with what he had seen, and convinced the Division was combat
ready, Himmler and Wachter met with the commander of Army Group North
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Ukraine, Fieldmarshal Walther Model. A gifted tactician who was especially noted
for his ability to create sufficient reserves out of nothing, 51-year-old Model had
carlier replaced Field Marshal Erich Manstein as front commander on 30 March
1944 ¥ Together, the men conferred ahout the possibility of utilizing the Division
on the eastern front.

Himmler’s inspection did not conclude the Division’s training. As discussions
were under way in Lviv, the Division continved to train. Divisional maneuvers
with live-fire training continued, and night training was intensified * In mid-June,
membhers of the Ukrainian Central Committee, accompanied by a number of civil-
ians, visited the Division. Headed by Kubiyovych and Colonel Bisanz, the civil-
ians examined the soldier’s living quarters, viewed various arms and displays, and
observed some exercises. Those who had sons serving in the Division were al-
lowed to spend somc time with them. For a number of soldiers, fathers, and fami-
lies, this free time would be the last meeting between loved ones.

At Neuhammer, the Division suffered some training casualties. If not checked,
a disproportionate number of accidents indicate that scldiers are not being prop-
erly trained and supervised. Excessive training accidents hinder training, elimi-
nate qualified personnel, waste valuable resources, and lower morale. Although
safety measures are always implemented, whenever large amounts of live ammu-
nition are handled, especially under stressful conditions, casualties do, unfortu-
nately, occur. Within the Waffen-8S, German S8 units tolerated training casualties
of up to 5 percent; amongst foreign units, five percent was also tolerated. Exactly
how many Divisional training deaths and injuries were suffered is not known;
however, it is known that some were lost due to live-fire training accidents or
iliness. In addition to those who were discharged from service as a result of inju-
ries, Volodymyr Pakoch, Myhailo Machnyk, Pavlo Veloshyn, Ivan Vynnychuk,
Volodymyr Vivchars’kyi, Bohdan Ivachiv, Bohdan Yakiemovych and Oleksa
Shelerkiv were among those who penshed in Neuhammer as a result of training
accidents.

On 17 May 1944, Galicia’s Military Board received notification about an-
other recruit who was barred entry into the Division as a result of an arrest atirib-
utable to OUN activities.

Addressed to the Board's Recruitment and Replacement Section, the notifica-
tion covered the case of volunteer Myhailo Shupian. According to the notification,
a district overseer, named Tremyak, had shortly before notified his superiors that
Shupian was no longer in solitary confinement; once released Shupian (who had
volunteered for the Division prior to his arrest), sought to enter the Division on the

167









Galicia Division

controls the entire effort. In the countryside, people are already saying: “if
you cannot succeed with a representative [to avoid military service] in your
area, than go to Lemberg where success is very easy to achieve.”

As for all of those who fail to achieve anything with us but then achieve
positive results with the German offices, they deride us openly.”

So where is our authority?

Are we necessary at all?

6. Another problem is the fact that the 8,000 volunteers for the Division
were attached to the Wehrmacht.*

Under such circumstances, it is impossible for me to continue my work
because 1 do not intend to be blamed by my compatriots.*

[Signed]
Khronoviat *

At the same time the “Galicia” Division was deploying to the eastern front,
approximately 200 Divisicnal soldiers, previously classified as “aspirant” for of-
ficer candidate training, departed to the Posen-Treskau “SS und Waffen-Junker-
schule ‘Braunschweig,” located in the vicinity of the present day Polish city of
Poznan.”

Most of the Ukrainian candidates were graduates of a secondary school with
some college. A small number, however, were university graduates, Organized
into five platoons of approximately 40 per platoon, upon arrival to the officer school,
the platoons were merged togetber into ene Ukrainian student company. With the
arrival of the Ukrainiamé, the number of officer candidates rose from approxi-
mately 440 to 640.%

Posen-Treskau’s academy was commanded by SS-Brigadefiihrer und
Generalmajor der Waffen-SS Ballauf. The 16th class of instruction, the course was
to he held from 15 July to 15 December 1944,

Each of the 640 candidates was a graduate of an NCO school. Most of the
German candidates had combat experience whereas most of the Ukrainians (ex-
chuding those who served in Kampfgruppe “Beyersdorff” or fought in the Polish
or French Army in 1939-40 against the Nazis) had none. But this did not discour-
age the Ukrainians — in spirit, the Ukrainians possessed an exceptionally strong
willingness to master the art of modern warfare.

Along with the German candidates, the Ukrainian candidates who previously
had completed an NCO school but had not yet attained an NCOs” rank were pro-
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moted to the rank of “Junker.”* But because the Ukrainians were not permitted to
carry the “SS” title, the word “Waffen” preceded “Tunker.” From then on, the Ukrai-
nians were referred 1o as “Waffen-Junkers” whereas the Germans were titled “SS-
Junkers.”

The training was very intense. Subjects included: tactics, the role of the vari-
ous combat arms, military unit organizational strengths from company to regi-
mental level, administration, combat engineering, weapons training, and even how
to ride a horse. Physical training was emphasized and each candidate, with rifle,
ammunition and rucksack weighing no less than 40 pounds, had to complete a 10
kilometer (6.2 mile) cross country/road distance forced march under 50 minutes.
Each candidate was also required to jump blindfolded off a diving board in boots
and fatigues. Once in the water, a candidate could remove the blindfold. But than
he had to swim in deep water for no less than 15 minutes.

Needless to say, such arduous training takes its toll. Despite the efforts of a
first class training cadre, candidates continued to be dismissed. By the time the
course reached its mid-way point, a sizable number of German — and approxi-
mately 120 Ukrainian candidates — were discharged. These men returned to their
respective units. As for the Ukrainians who remained, they were promoted to the
rank of “Waffen-Standarten-Junker” (“SS-Standarten-Junker” for the Germans)
and they continued to train.
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the German Navy’s Black Sca Fleet, resulted in an unsuccessful evacuation of
Sevastopol and the Crimean Peninsula.

By March 1944, Soviet forces began to strike deeper into the Western Ukraine
which, prior to 1939, was under Polish rule. Like the Finn's, the Rumanians and
Bulgarians also began to seek a way out of the war. Excluding the Byelorussian
front which jolted into Sovict Russia, Stalin’s forces had recaptured a tremendous
amount of territory.

Desperate now more than cver to reestablish and solidify the Eastern front,
and angered by the loss of the cities of Nevel and Rivne, on 8 March 1944, Hitler
issued Fiihrer Order IL' This new order was designed to turn certain towns and
cities with road, rail, and communication lines into “fortresses.” These fortresses
were to be amply stocked with arms, food, and ammunition. Although advancing
Soviet forces would initially bypass such “fortresses,” their critical locations would
soon force the Soviets to contest the occup Once cc d, much Soviet man-
power and material would need to be diverted to secure such a location, and by the
time it was secured (if a1 all) and any damage repaired, a “fortress” would slow an
advance. Altogether, twenty six towns and cities were designated as “fortresses,™
among which were Ternopil, Kovel, and Brody.

In March 1944, the advancing Soviets encircled the German Ist Panzer Army
in Southwest Ukraine. On 25 March, Ficldmarshall Manstein met with Hitler at
Berchtesgaden, Bavaria. Throughout the afternoon, they quarrelled about the fate
of Hube’s surrounded Ist Panzer, and how to counter the Sovict thrust nearing
southeast Galicia.

Manstein proposed to extradite Hube’s army in the vicinity of Kamencts-
Podilsky (southeast of Ternopil and Buchach). Hitler agreed to it, but refused to
release any additional troops to assist the panzer army’s breakout. But at a second
conference held after midnight, Hitler authorized the movement of the 2nd Waffen-
SS Panzer Corps, comprising the “Hohenstaufen™ and “Frundsberg” tank divi-
sions, from Northern France to Galicia.

On 2 April, Soviet Fieldmarshal Zhukov issued a brutal surrender offer to the
Ist Panzer Army. Zhukov wamed that if the army failed to surrender, it would be
destroyed and every capiured officer would be executed in front of his men. But on
5 April, the 2nd SS Panzer Corps and the 100th Light (Jaeger) Infantry Division
ripped into the Soviet front, retook Buchach, and dashed towards Hube's Army:
simultaneously, Hube struck to the southwest towards Khotin but then veered north-
west towards Buchach. Close Luftwaffe air support and reinforcement (seldom
seen in 1944), ensured a successful breakout. By 10 April, nearly twenty divisions,
with much of their materiel, had made their way to safety. By operating behind the
Soviet lines, Hube’s army severely hampered the Soviet supply and communica-
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tions lines, ticd down innumerable numbers of Soviet forces, and during its breakout,
had successfully destroyed sizable Soviet forces. In the end, the breakout had gc-
tually helped to stabilize the front. On 17 April, the 1st Ukrainian Front received
an order to go on the defensive.® Until mid-July 1944, it remained that way.*

The Soviet Army
Despite its heavy losses. by the beginning of 1943 the Soviet Army’s strength
actually rose.! At the time of the Battle of Kursk in July 1943, Germany’s eastern
front intelligence estimated that Soviet Russia’s military strength stood at
5,755,000.2 But on 1 January 1944, Germany’s intelligence placed the Soviet
strength at 5.5 million.' Russia, however, classified its front line strength at
5,568,000 with a further 419,000 in the Stavka reserve. Together, the combined
strength totalled over 6,000,000. To make matters worse, Germany’s eastern front
intelligence estimated that while its own strength (even with expansion) would be
declining, the Soviet strength (including casualtics) would not only maintain it-
self, but would actually rise. This was attributable to the fact that Soviet Russia’s
population was considerably higher in 1941 than initially estimated at the outset of
Barbarossa, and more eligible men reaching the 17-18 year age mark were found
in the Soviet Union than in Germany. Additionally. manpower was also being se-
cured from the far reaches of Siberia and Mongolia, and from regions previously
occupied by German forces.®

In addition to its increased personnel strength, by the close of 1942, the Soviet
Army had begun to massively increase its front line fire power. Its rocket Jauncher
brigades (first established in its inventory at the close of 1942), were not only
expanded by the conclusion of 1943, but were also reinforced with 26 indepen-
dently formed artillery divisions.® Further expansions were also made in the ar-
mored and aircraft field. This was auributable to the fact that berween July and
November 1941, 1,360 industrial sites were disassembled and shified deeper into
Siberia and Central Asia, along with much of its the management and workers.” In
spite of the fact that for a period of time Soviet Russia’s western territories and
Ukraine, with its agricultural and mineral wealth were occupied, the Soviet Union
not only continued its industrial production but even surpassed that of Hitler. By
the conclusion of the war, Stalin was more than correct when he boasted that be
had won his so-called “battle of machines.” Nearly 80,000 tanks, 16,000 self-pro-
pellod guns, and 98,000 artillery pieces were produced along with mass numbers
of small arms.®

Lend-lease assistance, mostly from America, also bolstered Russia’s war ef-
fort. Between 22 June 1941 and 20 September 1945, the Soviet Union acquired no
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less than 409,526 trucks and jeeps (mostly the “Studebaker” truck); 12,161 ar-
mored vehicles; 325,784 tons of explosives; 13,041 locomotives/railway cars; ap-
proximately 1,798,609 tons of foodstuffs,” and vast amounts of tires, steel, fuel,

aviation fuel, and high-grade machine tools were provided. Al totalled, Soviet
Russia received nearly 10.2 billion dollars worth of war goods.

In organization and tactics, the Soviets progressed continually. Whereas be-
fore tanks were relegated to the infantry, by 1943 compact groups of tanks and
mechanized infantry — organized into corps and armies — began to appear.” These
tank and mechanized forces enabled Soviet armies to move rapidly, strike deci-
sively, and exploit any breakouts with tremendous firepower and speed.'? Close air
support was increasingly developed and improved upon. While of course it would
not reach the level of America’s strength, Soviet airpower in 1944 posed a far
higher threat than it had just one year earlier. In 1944, every Sovict front had at
least one air army for support.

The average strength of an infantry (rifle) division stood at 9,000-10,000; a
guard infantry division had a strength of 10,000-12,000. But all the way down to
company level, an increase in automatic, semi-automatic, mortar and hand-held
anti-armored weapons enabled a company to possess stronger fire power than that
possessed by a German company. With regard to quality, however, Soviet infantry
was still inferior. Frequently in the midst of a battle, Soviet armies acquired much
“infantry” through forced conscription. Untrained, poorly armed and equipped,
these “soldiers” were forced to quickly master the art of combat and survival.
Needless to say, many perished. But many survived. In due time, the survivors
were afforded proper training, arms, equipment and were incorporated into regular
or guardrifle, mechanized, or even airborne units. Regardless of how clite a Soviet
infantry division was or was not, if one takes into consideration that by 1944 many
German divisions were no longer in full divisional strength," leadership and sol-
dier qualities were degraded, and arms, ammunition and equipment supplies were
low — a haphazardly organized Soviet infantry division, reinforced at the last mo-
ment with untrained men, could still pose a threat to any weak German force. This
is especially true if the Soviet division was bolstered with additional armor, airand
artillery suppon.

In the opening months of the war, “Generalissmo” Stalin (who achieved every
military order except the wound badge), had a nasty habit of interfering in military
affairs and turning everything into a disaster. However, Stalin eventually admitted
that he was no military genius and began to grant his generals freedom in strategic
planning. Excluding rare appearances, such as in August 1943 when he threatencd
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his general staff if they failed to secure Kharkiv, Stalin stayed out of military mat-
ters.

In the area of leadership, the Sovict armies tremendously improved their tac-
tical abilities. This was largely duc to the purges of the 1930s and to the high
military losses initially incurred in 1941 and 1942. With positions opening up in
the higher levels, a number of exceptionally gifted leaders, many under the age of
forty, who were less politically motivated but had a better understanding of newer
concepts in modern warfare, assumed positions of leadership.™

The First Ukrainian Front
On 15 May 1944, Marshal Ivan Stepanovych Konev assumed command of the 1st
Ukrainian Front.! Originally, the Ist Ukrainian Front was known as the Voronezh
Front and Steppe Front. But on 20 October 1943, shortly after entering Ukraine,
the two fronts were merged together and redesignated as the 1st Ukrainian Front?
In the summer of 1944, Konev's Ist Ukrainian Front was assigned the mis-
sion of breaching the German defense in Galicia, overrunning Western Ukraine,
routing the main forces of Army Group North Ukraine’s 1st and 4th Panzer Armies,
and pressing into Poland and Rumania proper.?

Army Group North Ukraine
Army Group North Ukraine (AGNU) was created on 5 April 1944.' Its mission
was to defend the Northwestern Ukraine, Eastern Galicia, and the northern central
Carpathian region. At first, it was cc ded by Field Marshal Walter Model, but
in late June 1944, Colonel-General Joseph Harpe assumed command. Army Group
North Ukraine’s front stretched from the base of the Pripyat Marshes in the vicin-
ity of Kovel, toa point just south of Kuty in the Carpathian Mountains. Its strength
consisted of 35 German infantry and ficld security divisions, 10 Hungarian divi-
sions (primarily concentrated in the 1st Hungarian Army),” 8 panzer and 1 motor-
ized division.” Although this strength might seem impressive, if one takes into
consideration that very few of the German infantry divisions exceeded a strength
0f 10,000,% none of AGNU’s panzer divisions were in full strength; the Luftwaffe’s
air support was negligible at best; and the Hungarians were far to the rear secking
a way to extricate themselves out of the war, clearly, AGNU faced a difficult mis-
sion. What especially compounded the situation was that the elite 2nd SS Panzer
Corps, refitted within Army Group North Ukraine in anticipation of another sum-
mer offensive, was ordered by Hitler on 11 June to return to Normandy.® With its
return to the west, a large and effective armored force was lost by AGNU.

Yet, Army Group North Ukraine’s mission was of essence. It was to defend
what was left of Ukraine, protect Lviv’s critical road, air and rail center, protect the
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vital oil region of Drohobych and Borislav, and ensure the Soviet forces did not
advance into Czechoslovakia and the plains of Southern and Central Poland to-
wards Silesia.® Any further German defeats and withdrawals from the remainder
of Ukraine and Galicia would result in severe military, political, economic and
psychological setbacks for Nazi Germany.

Galicia lics on a central plateau and upland belt which, in clevation (exclud-
ing the Carpathian and Crimean Mountains), is higher than most of Ukraine. A
series of major rivers, such as the Buh, Dniester, San, Zbruch, Seret, Strypa, and
Styr, along with numerous streams and tributaries, bisect the whole of Galicia. The
Jand is characterized by rolling, hilly terrain with patches of forested areas and
wooded ridges rising up to 600 feet. Swamps, and deep ravines, with occasional
high hills (suitable for observation), are also found. Galicia’s roads frequently cross
the tops of dams and dikes, and heavy rains often swell streams and creeks, turning
roads and adjacent fields into quagmire. Realizing the importance of Galicia, and
determined to hold the rapidly moving Soviet juggernaut from advancing into the
European plateau and Poland proper, the Germans established a strong defense.

From the Polissian swampland to the Carpathian Mountains and around a
series of rivers such as the Buh, Strypa, and Styr, the Germans constructed a de-
fensive zone of fortifications extending (from cast to west) three lincs in depth. As
always, terrain played a major factor in determining the depth of this defense, but
its depth averaged 25 to 30 miles. Much of this defense hinged on the so-called
“Prinz Eugen Stellung” (Prinz Eugen Position), which stretched southeastward
from the vicinity of Kholm into the region of Ternopil. Within this defense zone, a
series of designated forces were instructed to hold the forward two defensive lines
and “fortificd™ centers, while the armored forces were kept in reserve approxi-
mately 10 miles behind.” In the cvent of a Soviet attack, these armored forces
would only be committed to bolster an area or position threatened to be overrun or
to counterattack any Soviet armored forces weakencd in their attempt to break
through the German defense. Along with the armor, any forward infantry compa-
nies or battalions not being attacked could contribute to the defense by marching
rapidly into a designated location and assisting its defeoders. The German defense
of Galicia was centered (as always is the case) on four strict defensive characteris-
tics: preparation, concentration, disruption and flexibility.

Theoretically speaking, the plan was flent. If properly administered and
executed, it could have yiclded results. But as with any plan, weaknesses may be
found. .
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Following Hitler’s dismissal of Manstein on 30 March 1944,® Field Marshal
Model took over. A soldier of great drive, ability and power. Model undoubtedly
did not have enough time to properly acquaint himself with the situation; as with
any new commander, Model would undoubtedly propose changes and additions to
the defense plan. Unfortunately, once such changes begin to reach the lower units
(especially battalion and company levels), and training changes must be made 1o
meet the new defense missions, confusion and problems frequently arise. And if
sufficient time is not allowed to resolve any difficulties, unpreparedness in war-
fare equals disaster!

According to former Wehrmacht General Frederich von Mellenthin, former
Chief of Staff of the 4th German Panzer Army, General Model “was prone to
interfere in matters of detail, and to tell his corps and army commanders exactly
where they should dispose their troops.” Certain commanders found this very
irritating. Complicating the situation was this order issued by Model: “Forward
lines are to be held at all costs, artillery and armor are to be disposed in rear along
a defensive line showing no gaps; if the enemy breaks through, he must be met
with obstacles everywhere.”"

But a number of commanders, such as Panzer General Hermann Balck, de-
ferred. Balck, whose 48th Panzer Corps was to operate in the vital Lviv-Ternopil
sector (and the scene of major battles in 1914 and 1916), argued that the forward
Tine should be thinly manned in a series of outposts; as for the main defensive line,
it should be far to the rear. Such a positioning would keep the brunt of the infantry
out of the range, and massive firepower, of the Soviet artillery. Mellenthin, Balck,
and others also felt that the order requiring the forward lines to be fully manned
through the night, with the majority of the troops at daybreak retiring to the main
position, had to be changed. This procedure was only wearing out the troops and
could possibly expose them to dangers when on the move. To increase firepower,
Balck also belicved it was better to concentrate the artillery and anti-tank guns in
compact groups and to establish independent assault and anti-tank gun detach-
ments as mobile reserves instead of just deploying the guns in long defensive lines.

At first, Model refused to accept these proposals, but cventually gave in. Al-
though the infantry was disposed in the new manner, at the time of Konev’s offen-
sive, the accepted regrouping of artillery and anti-tank guns was not yet accom-
plished.”

To complete its defense, Army Group North Ukraine was to be reinforced. As
was always the case, reinforcement was no easy matter. What especially com-
pounded the problem was that on 6 June 1944, the western allies had landed in
France and that same month on 22 June, the Sovicts launched Operation
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“Bagration,” amajor offensive in Byelorussia.”? Striking an overextended and thinly
held bulge protruding far to the east, Stalin’s armies advanced rapidly. Disgusted
with Field-Marshal Emst Busch’s defense of Byelorussia, Hitler relieved Busch
on 28 June and ordered Model to take over the defense of Army Group Central.
Model would still retain his position as commander of AGNU; however, with his
transfer tothe central sector on 29 June, Colonel-General Josef Harpe, commander
of the 4th Panzer Army and Model’s deputy, assumed command of AGNU in
Model’s absence. With the temporary transfer of Model to the central sector, AGNU
lost a very capable commander; likewise, it would be difficult for Harpe to direct
both his army and the entire AGNU at the time when Konev struck.

To halt the threatening Soviet advance into Central and Northern Poland,
Lithuania, and East Prussia, AGNU was ordered to dispatch six divisions (three
armored),"” north to the Central front; likewise, because of the Soviet offensive in
Byelorussia, no German units would be able to be diverted south to assist AGNU
in its operations against the 1st Ukrainian Front,* As was always the case, when-
evera front gave up any of its forces, frequently many weeks —or months — (if ever
in many cases) passcd before the forces were returned or replaced. Therefore, at
the time of the Soviet offensive, AGNU did not man its defense with a strength of
*“40 divisions, two brigades and other units totalling 600,000 men, 900 tanks and
assault artillery, 6,300 cannon and mortars, and 700 aircraft” as attested in the
1980s by Soviet Colonel Panov;" rather, when the 1st Ukrainian Front struck,
AGNU's strength consisted of thirty-four infantry divisions, five panzer and onc
motorized divisions, and two brigades.' Virtually all were under strength.

On paper, a German infantry division of 6 infantry battalions was authorized
a strength of 12,000; a division of 9 infantry battalions was authorized approxi-
mately 15,000." But in reality, by the end of 1943, many infantry divisions were
operating on unauthorized strengths.™ Excluding certain Waffen-SS and Wehrmacht
divisions, for the greater part German generals operated with understrength divi-
sions and brigades.

In addition to the fact that most of the infantry divisions were understrength,
AGNU’s st and 4th Panzer Armies were “panzer” in name only. In 1944, a panzer
division was authorized up to 125 tanks.” But (excluding certain Waffen-SS anda
few Wehrmacht panzer divisions), most panzer divisions had tremendous difficul-
ties in maintaining their authorized tank strengths, and along with combat losses,
frequently had fewer than 100 tanks.

On 22 June 1944, the corps composition of 4th Panzer Army stood as such:
13th Corps, 42nd Corps, 56th Panzer Corps, and a Rear Reserve (numerically
unidentificd) corps consisting of the 213th Ficld Security Division; the 1st Panzer
Army’s corps composition consisted of the 24th Panzer Corps, 46th Panzer Corps,
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48th Panzer Corps, and 59th Corps. To these two armics, OKH designated the 3rd
Panzer Corps as a reserve which contained the 20th Panzergrenadier and Sth Waffen-
SS “Wiking” Divisions.”

Minor changes, however, occurred between 8 and 15 July and on the eve of
Konev’s thrust, the composition of the 4th Panzer Army stood as such: 8th Corps
(a battered corps diverted from the 2nd Army which previously was holding a
front in the southwestern part of Byelorussia within the bulge of Army Group
Center); 56th Panzer Cotps, 46th Panzer Corps (brought over from the 1st Panzer
Army), 42nd Corps, and Rear Reserve Corps. As for the 1st Panzer Army, it was
commanded by Colonel-General Erhard Raus and its corps composition stood as
follows: 13th Corps (previously with 4th Panzer Army); 48th Panzer Corps; 24th
Panzer Corps; 59th Corps and AGNU'’s 3rd Panzer Reserve Corps transferred to
the 1st Panzer Army by OKH. Again, it is noteworthy to mention that although
both armies were classificd as “panzer,” in truth neither of the two armies was
even close to being a true panzer army. Although a number of the corps’ were also
designated as “panzer,” in actuality they existed as infantry corps’. Excluding the
16th and 17th Panzer Divisions within the 4th Panzer Army’s 46th Panzer Corps
and the 1st and 8th Panzer Divisions within the 1st Panzer Army's 3rd Panzer
Reserve Corps (shortly afterwards these two panzer divisions were diverted to the
1st Panzer Army's 48th Panzer Corps headed by General Hermann Balck), no
additional panzer divisions or brigades were found.” As for tank strengths, 16th
Panzer Division listed a strength of 22 tanks and 17th Panzer Division 21+ si-
multaneously, within the 1st Panzer Division, there existed 34 Mark IV’s and 27
Mark V “Panther” tanks.? The 8th Panzer Division was regarded as the strongest
with 9 Mark IV’s and 68 Panthers.”* All four panzer divisions did possess some
mechanized (self-propelled) anti- tank guns, but these were limited. For the greater
part, the 4th and 1st “Panzer” Armies infantry and panzer corps consisted of a
number of jaeger (hunter) and understrength infantry divisions. Except for the 1st
Panzer Divisions “1” rating,” the remaioder of the 4th and 1st Panzer Armics
divisions fell into a “2” to “4” rating. And with such forces, AGNU was tostop the
Soviet thrust.

Konev's Plan

Unlike Stalin who advocated Zhukov’s previous proposal to advance in Lviv’s
direction with one single massive thrust, Konev and his Chief-of-Staff, General
Vasiliy D. Sokolovskiy,' proposed a double thrust — one from an assembly area in
the vicinity of Lutsk and Dubno towards Rava-Russka/Yaroslav and the other from
an assembly area in Ternopil towards the Galician capital of Lviv.” Both Konev
and Sokolovskiy feared that a single thrust, even if massively supported, could be
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repulsed by AGNU. Therefore, Sokolovskiy, a first-rate military historian, hatched
a plan based on a military event which occurred from 23 August-2 Scptember
1914 in Galicia.

In the surnmer of 1914, General Nikolai Ivanov’s southwestern Russian Front
(comprising the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 8th Imperial Russian Armies), ad d towards
Lemberg from tbe east and northeast. On 23-24 August, Austria’s 1st Army re-
pulsed the 4th Russian Imperial Army northeast of Lemberg. Several days later,
Austria’s 4th Army repulsed the Sth Russian Army. But on the southern flank (east/
southeast of Lemberg), the Austrian 3rd Army (with clements of Austria’s 2nd
Army), was repulsed towards Lemberg by Russia’s 3rd and 8th Armies. Falling
back on Lemberg, the Austrian’s were unable to re-establish a front because north-
cast of Lemberg, the 5th Russian Army (under rencwed leadership) suddenly pen-
etrated itself between Austria’s 1st and 4th Armies. Abandoning Lemberg, the
Austrians retrested west in hopes of establishing a new front. Because Gencral
Ivanov's soutt n front maintained a rapid advance, Austria’s armies were
unable to re-establish the Galician front. With such a two-thrusted envelopment,
Imperial Russia, had, by mid-September, secured the wbole of Galicia. Recalling
how such a two-thrusted blow had rapidly overrun Galicia before, both Konev and
Sokolovskiy began to incorporate Ivanov’s successful strategy into the Sovict ba-
sic principle of land warfare which advocated violent, sustained, and deep offien-
sive actions hinging on three major areas: a) seizure of the initiative at the outset of
hostilities; b) penctration; and c) to drive deeply and decisively into an enemy’s
rear.

But in order to achieve tactical success, both Konev and Sokolovskiy knew
that a breakthrough of the first and second defensive zones would have to be rap-
idly achieved in order to begin a massive disruption of the German defensc sys-
tem. This, in turn, would create an advantageous condition for committing the
reserve (or second echelon) armored and mechanized forces into battle to develop
the initial tactical breakouts into an operational one. Afterwards, continuous, non-
stop troop movements would seize river crossings, defeat enemy reserves, and
overrun fuel, supply, and communication points; thus achieving important objec-
tives, Once such massive forces were injected into the German rear, it was antici-
pated a collapse would ensue. But for such a high-rate of advance to be achieved,
cverything hinged on a rapidly cxecuted breakthrough. And that is why a two
thrusted blow was advocated.

Half-heartedly, Stalin gave in to Konev's proposal for a two pronged Galician
thrust’ — one towards Rava-Russka and the other, towards Lviv. Because this was
the only time during the entire Soviet-German conflict that one entire Soviet army
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front was assigned tbe mission to destroy an cnemy army group, to ensure that

Konev would be able to rapidly overrun Galicia and at long last carry the war into

Europe proper, STAVKA massively reinforced Konev’s 1st Ukrainian Front* By

13 July 1944, Konev’s front had approximately 1,200,000 officers and men, nearly

2,200 tanks and self-propelled guns, some 14,000 guns and mortars, and well over

3,000 aircraft.® According to Konev's own calculations years after World War 11,

the Ist Ukrainian Front had 80 rifle (infantry) and cavalry divisions; 10 tank and

mechanized corps; approximately 16,000 artillery and mortar pieces; about 2,000

tanks and self-propelled guns; and 3,250 combat aircraft.In troop strength, the 1st

Ukrainian Front accounted for 1,110,000 personnel.” Retired British Army Colo-

nel Albert Seaton cited 1st Ukrainian Front's strength as consisting of no less than

840,000 troops, 14,000 guns, 1,600 tanks and self-propelled artillery pieces, and

2,800 aircraft organized around 80 infantry divisions, 10 tank or mechanized corps,

and a number of brigades.® And Lt. Colonel Myhailo Lishchyns’kyi, a former Di-

visional officer, cited that Konev had 80 divisions, 6 cavalry divisions, 10tank and
mechanized corps, 4 specialized tank brigades, and I corps of Czech communists.

As well, over 1,600 tanks and over 13,900 artillery and mortar pieces exceeding
76mm were found.® To this, 10 partisan formations and no less than 53 specialized
detachments and a number of highly-trained snipers were inserted to cause havoc.
Totalling no less than 9,000 men and women,' these forces bolstered the regions
communist insurgency in the late spring of 1944 to no less than 12,000 fighters
found within 11 guerrilla groups and 40 independent detachments." Their mission
was to support the front’s thrust by striking communication, supply, rail centers,
roadsand key personnel.” In the end, a total of seven infantry armies (1st Guards,”
3rd Guards, Sth Guards, 13th, 18th, 38th and 60th); three tank armies (1st Guards
Tank, 3rd Guards Tank,* and 4th Tank'), and two independent mechanized cav-
alry groups “Baranov” (consisting of the 1st Guards Cavalry Corps and 25th Tank
Corps), and “Sokolov” (6th Guards Cavalry Corps and 3ist Independent Tank
Corps), were found within Konev’s Ist Ukrainian Front.

In addition to the strong armored concentrations, a number of “artillery” divi-
sions were also dispatched to Konev’s front. Such divisions, which contained their
own permanent planning, fire direction, reconnaissance, forward fire support ob-
servers, intelligence and liaison personnel, were centered around approximately
210 artillery pieces utilized especially for offensive operations. Such artillery divi-
sions were provided to the following armies: 1st Guards Breakthrough Artillery
Division — 13th Army; 3rd Breakthrough Artillery Division — 5th Guards Army;
3rd Guards Rocket Barrage Division — 1st Ukrainian Front; 13th Breakthrough
Artillery Division — Ist Ukrainian Front; and the 17th Breakthrough Artillery Di-
vision operated with both the 5th Guards and 60th Armies.
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To ensure success along the “Rava-Russka” Axis Koncv authorized (in the
vicinity of the town of Lutsk) the establishment of the “Lutsk Assault Group.”
This group encompassed Gordov’s 3rd Guards Army, Putkov’s 13th Army,
Katukov’s Ist Guards Tank Army, and General “Baranov’s” mechanized cavalry
group. A combined strength of 14 rifle divisions, one tank army, a mechanized
corps, a cavalry corps and two artillery divisions were supported by Col. General
Krasovskiy’s 2nd Air Army; to ensure success along the “Lviv” Axis Konev as-
sembled (north of Ternopil) the “Lviv Assault Group.” This encompassed
Moskalenko's 38th Army, Kurochkin's 60th Army, Rybalko’s 3rd Guards Tank
Army, Lelyshenko’s 4th Tank Army, and “Sokolov’s™ Mechanized Cavairy Group.
From amongst the 3rd Guards, 13th, 38th and 60th armies, 32 specially formed
“shock assault storm™ battalions were formed to penetrate AGNU’s front.'® Air
support was provided by the 2nd Air Army as well as clements of the 8th Air
Army." And on Konev’s left flank (facing westward), Colonel-General Grechko's
1st Guards and Lt. General Zhuraviev's 18th Army were established. These two
armies had the mission of covering “Lviv Assault Group’s” left flank or, on order,
reinforce any breakthroughs by the “Lviv” group or, push southwest towards the
city of Stanyslaviv (currently Ivano-Frankivsk). As for Zdanov's 5th Guards Army,
along withthe 47th Independent Rifle Corps (with a strength of six rifle divisions),
these forces served as the 1st Ukrainian Fronts reserve.'®

According to Colonel Panov “nearly half of the infantry divisions, three tank
armies, as well as artillery, engineer and various special units, were transferred
into the Lutsk-Ternopil [assembly area) sectors in the period of 24 Junc to 7 July
1944. As a result, this massing of manpower and equipment and the deep opera-
tional formation gave the Ist Ukrainian Front considerable superiority over the
encmy in the scctor of the break-through and ensured favorable opportunities for
following up the operation.”™”

Colonel Panov was correct in his observations that the Ist Ukrainian Front
had developed a “considerable superiority” over the German enemy. And his esti-
mates of “five-fold in manpower, six-fold in artillery, and four-fold in tanks” are
also correct.? Realistically speaking, especially in the breakout sectors, Konev’s
forces had very high superiority ratios.

To conceal his plans, Marshal Konev imposed strict secrecy. All movement
and staging orders were coded, all couriers were closely escorted by NKVD agents
and combat police and deception was cxtensively utilized.” Front movements were
also carried out to fool German observers and intelligence into believing that the
main thrust was going to evolve from the vicinity of the 15t Guards and 18th Armies.
It was hoped that such movements would develop a false impression that not two,
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but rather four (two infantry and two tank) armies, along with an independent tank
corps would be staging northeast of Stanislaviv. Galicia’s forested and swamp
areas were utilized extensively to conceal approach’s and assembly areas. To cite
an cxample, the extensive forests east of Lviv were utilized in June 1944 for the
purposes of ¢« )| in establishing the bly areas. In areas where swamp
and marshy terrain was found, Soviet engineers laid corduroy roads.”

On 7 July 1944, Konev’s attack plans were flown from his 1st Ukrainian Front
headquarters to Moscow’s Stavka for final inspection. Two air supported blows —
separately orchestrated but massively inflicted — would be launched no more than
45 miles apart, Once the German front was shattered, its defenders would be de-
nied the ability to effectively deal with an onslaught of men and matericl moving
rapidly on two axis’. To ensure the breakout would occur, the st Ukrainian Front
assembled 56 of its 84 infantry rifle divisions, over 90 percent of its armor and up
10 65 percent of its “God of War” (artillery) into the two assembly areas.” Al-
though the 1st Ukrainian Front held a frontage of 440 km’s, both axis’ were to
strike at a combined front of no more than 26 km’s (16-17 miles). Per kilometer,
no less than 200-300 guns were emplaced.”* And once a breakout was achicved,
Soviet planners hoped to achieve a depth of 220-240 kilometers.”

None of the front’s tank armies or mechanized cavalry groups would be com-
mitted in the initial breakthrough; rather, a full twenty-four hours would clapse
before any armor was committed; this would only occur after the infantry pen-
etrated the front and achieved operational depth. Konev's date of attack was set for

14 July 1944. To ensure his troops received a good rest, all preparations were to
cease by 12 July.

On 10 July 1944, Stavka approved Konev's plan.
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Brody!

Wednesday, 28 June — Wednesday, 5 July 1944

As the “Galicia” Division’s soldicrs boarded the trains, most belicved they
were bound for Stanislaviv. Although the initial intention was for the Division to
be posted to Stanislaviv, Germany’s Eastern Front intelligence began to detect the
Soviet buildup northeast of Brody.' To reinforce the Brody front, the Division was
diverted from the OKH’s 3rd Panzer’s Reserve Rear Corps,” and instead posted to
Arthur Hauffe’s 13th Army Corps.?

An infantry corps within the 4th Panzer Army, Hauffe's corps was holding the
Brody front. Although disgruntled voices within the Division tried to rescind the
order. it was to no avail; the Division was headed for Brody.

Meeting with Hauffe and his Chief of Staff, Colonel Kurt von Hammerstein,
the Division’s advance party (including Heike), were told the Division would oc-
cupy a reserve secondary position behind the 13th Corps® front line divisions,
Until the 13th Corps cormr der and von H tein actually met the Division’s
representatives, neither had ever heard anything of such a foreign Division. Be-
cause the Division’s effectiveness status was rated with a “?” mark beside it, Hauffe
did not know what to make of it. Nevertheless, he was more than glad to have it
assigned to him because Hauffe’s corps at the time consisted of General Oscar
Lasch’s 349th Infantry Division,* General George Lindemann’s 361st Infantry
Division,® Major General I. Netwig's 454th Field Security Division,® and Lt. Gen-
cral Walter Lange’s *Corps Abteilung C’ (Corps Formation C) consisting of the
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183rd, 217th and 339th Infantry Divisions much reduced by casualties.” Altogether,
13 Corps was holding a front of 50 miles.® Although impressive on paper, 13th
Corps actual strength stood at approximately 25,000. Reinforced with the “Galicia”
Division, 13th Corps strength rose to approximately 35,000.°

Upon returning to Galicia, the Division simultaneously reentered UPA terri-
tory.'® Always closely monitored by the Ukrainian insurgency, the Division was
now a target for the Ukrainian insurgency which was desperately hoping to recruit
the Djvision’s manpower with their arms and equipment for its underground army.
The UPA planned to accomplish this by establishing comact with Divisional mem-
bers as well as by taking in deserters.

Yet, there were few deserters. Although the vast majority of the Division’s
personnel were receptive to and supportive of the UPA, they were not interested in
furthering their cause by serving as guerrillas. However, constant contact was
maintained between both forces. By utilizing the UPA’s intelligence service, the
Division was able to obtain much information on Sovict strengths, dispositions,
and activities in regions occupicd by Red Army forces.

There were also fears that upon, reentry into Galicia, large-scale desertions
could occur by soldiers seeking a way to visit, or assist, their families. This justifi-
able concern was especially raised by the ominous fact that the Soviet front line
was now in Galicia proper and the evacuation of East Galicia was underway; un-
der such conditions, soldiers could very well respond to a strong urge to leave
behind their units to assist families in need. And yet, it soon became apparent that
this fear was unjustified for very few fled to their familics; of those who did, the
majority returncd after a brief visit and an assurance that all was well. To alleviate
unnecessary anxieties, provisions were made to permit the Division’s members
brief visitation periods. A number of soldiers who resided locally were granted
permission for daily or overnight visits. Overall, in Galicia the problem of deser-
tion never reached a dangerous level; undoubtedly, this was attributable to unit
cohesion, pride and unity.

After travelling through Yaroslav, Peremysl, Horodok, Lviv, and Busk, the
Division arrived at Ozhydiv, a town located about 43 miles northeast of Lviv and
22 miles soutt of Brody. B the Division arrived at various times of the
day, unloading was done around the clock and conducted on the outskirts of the
railway town. Armving on 1 July, Liubko Zmak,* a member of the 31st Infantry
Regiment, marched no more than 2 miles from Ozhydiv when Soviet Ilyushin
aircraft suddenly appeared to strafe and rocket the troops; Leo Smerenko*, upon
arrival late one night, took no more than several steps from the train when sud-
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denly, descending parachute flares, followed immediately by the picrcing screams
of falling bombs, turncd night into day and peace into hell. As the infantry soldiers
raced for the safety of a nearby forcst, the massive sounds of exploding bombs
shook the entire area.

In anticipation of possible Soviet air attacks, the Division had installed some
of its anti-aircraft to protect Ozhydiv’s railway. The moment Soviet aircraft came
flying in, they encountered intensc ground fire. And Markian Fesolovych, a mem-
ber of a 20mm gun crew serving within the Division’s 88mm gun battery, along
with the other 20mm gun crewmen, was more than ready. Since their departure
from Neuhammer, Markian and the others stood a constant guard over the two
railway flatbeds carrying the Divisions indispensable 88s. At Ozhydiv, as the men
unloaded the 88s, “llyushin” aircraft once again flew in; yet, effective small arms
and anti-aircraft fire kept the aircraft from destroying the guns."

In desperation, Soviet pilots sometimes dropped their bombs from high alti-
tudes; for the greater pant, the bombs just exploded and dropped debris upon the
troops. But for most, it was also their first combat experience.

Following one such air raid, an unexploded bomb was discovered inside a
railway car. Because the device lay inside a car full of smatl-arms ammunition and
mortar rounds which stood inside a railway depot, it was impossible to detonate
the device without destroying the valuable contents as well as most of the rattway
station; therefore, the Division’s bomb and explosive experts, headed by Bohdan
Tyr*, were called in to handle the matter.

Carefully sliding the partially opened railway car door a couple of feet, Bohdan
entered the car. Aiming his flashlight into the dimly lit car, he noted the scattered
boxes within the center and the loose rounds of ammunition lying around. Cau-
tiously approaching the center, he detected the bomb’s tail, and a beam of light
cntering a hole in the roof. From its size, Bohdan knew that a sizable bomb, possi-
bly a 1,000 pounder, had entered the car. “Oh well,” thought Bohdan, as the old
saying goes “the higger they are, the better they are.” Needing room to work. for
the next couple of hours Bohdan and his assistant carefully removed the ammuni-
tion boxes around the bomb. But as they cleared the area, they noticed the bomb’s
markings. It was American made. For Bohdan, this was bad news, for he knew that
the unexploded device was not only more destructive than a Soviet bomb but worse,
Bohdan had not received much training on how to deactivate and dismantle an
American made bomb.

Painstakingly, barely breathing, Bohdan disassembled the device. His fingers
moved with the casc of a feather, his cyes observed everything; constantly, he
listened for any unusual internal noises. Throughout the whole ordeal, not once
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did Bohdan ever panic, flinch or give up. As he commented to his assistant — “a
bomb is just like a woman. Treat her right and she won’t explode in your face.”
After 12 hours of intense labor, Bohdan succeeded in deactivating the device."”

Thursday, 6 July — Tuesday, 11 July:

As it moved into the line, the Division’s mission was to occupy a secondary posi-
tion behund the Styr River within the Prince Eugenc defense system to bolster the
13th Corps front. It was also hoped the Division would continue its training.

Spanning from north to south to the southeast, the Division manned a position
ncarly 22 miles in length' and occupied the following area: Northern Sector: From
Stanyslavchyk to the main Lviv-Brody highway south on Razhniv stood the 31st
Jofantry Regiment. Its regimental headquarters was cstablished at Turic. The
Division’s 3rd Artillery Battalion reinforced the regiment. Chaplain Bohdan
Levyts'kyi served as regimental chaplain. Central Sector: The 30th Infantry Regi-
ment was established from Zabolottsi to Sukhodoly. The 30th Infantry Regiment
oceupied a position between the Lviv-Brody highway’s southern shoulder and the
northern shoulder of a secondary highway which ran north/northeast from Sasiv
and Pidhirtsi past Sukhodoly to Brody. Regimental headquarters was established
east of Chekhy. Antillery Battalion 2 reinforced the regiment. Chaplain Josef
Kladochnyi served as regimental chaplain. Southern Sector: Held by the 29th In-
fantry Regiment, its line ran from the vicinity of Sukhodoly to the Serct River.
Regimental headquarters was located southeast of Yascniv; the regiment was rein-
forced with the 1st Artillery Batialion. Chaplain Myhailo Levenets® served asregi-
mental chaplain. Divisiona! headquarters was located north of the main highway
but south of Sokolivka. To maintain control of the Divisions 4th Heavy Artillery
Battalion, Divisional headquarter’s posted the 4th in the vicinity of Kadovbytsi.
Chaplain Vasyl’ Leshchyshyn served in the artillery and Chaplain Volodymyr
Stetsiuk served on Divisional staff.

The Division’s supply trains were located north of Ozhydiv and the main high-
way, and the Fusilier Battalion was positioned cast of the 29th Regiment, across
the Styr River. The Ficld Replacement Battalion was located west of Ozhydiv in
Busk’s vicinity, approximately 13 miles west of the front line. Unlike the brunt of
the Division which detrained at Ozhydiv, the Field Replacement Battalion arrived,
by rail, to the village of Krasne, on 7 July 1944,% thus being one of the last units to
arrive. The Division's strength, as of 30 Junc 1944, stood at 346 officers, 1,131
NCO’s, and 13,822 men for a total of 15,299.° Of this strength, 10,400 deploycd
eastward as cited by Yuriy Krokhmaliuk.* Various Ukrainian sources quote figures
of atleast 10,000 to 10,300, butrarely over 11,000° while Heike estimated a strength
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of “around 11,000 men.”* But the figure of “20,000 trained soldiers defending its
freedom in front of the approaching hordes and external enemy™ is inaccurate.
Leadership-wise, the brunt of the senior ranking officers from battalion command
and higher were German; however, the majority of the platoon and company com-
manders were Ukrainian.* Approximately 150 Ukrainian officers deployed with
the Division.”

As for its command structure, the Division’s command was centered around
such senior ranking personnel:"

Divisional Commander: General Fritz Freitag; adjutants - SS-
Sturmbannfiihrer Georgi and SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Finder;

Scction 1A: Major Heike;" adjutant — SS-Obersturmfiihrer Mikhel;

Scction 1B: SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Shaaf;"?

Section |C: SS-Haupisturmfiihrer’s Nerman, Wiens'*;Waffen-
Hauptsturmfiihrer Ferkuniak; and SS-Obersturmfiihrer Shenker;

ScclionfIA/[IB: Waffen-Hauptsturmfiihrer Paliiv; $S-Obersturmfiihrer
Steingorst;

Scction III: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Zicgler; SS-Haupsturmfithrer Herman;
Wafien-Obersturmfiihrer Stadnyk.

Section [VA: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Zultsbach; SS-Obersturmfiibrer Mayer;

Section IVB: SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Dr. Spech V;

Scction IVC: SS-Obersturmbannfithrer Dr. Kogen;

Section IVD: SS-Obersturmfiihrer Mcier;

Section V: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Berns;

Section VI: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Zoglawer; SS-Obersturmfiihrer Lenard,**
Waffen-Hauptsturmfiihrer Uhryn Bezrishnyi and Chaplain Stetsiuk.'

The moment the Division occupied its sector within the Prinz Eugene defen-
sive system, UPA's regional leadership immediately wamned certain Ukrainian Di-
visional officers that, whether the Germans realized it or not, AGNU had placed
the Division into a “sack.” UPA’s intclligence was fully aware of the two major
Soviet assembly arcas located to the northeast and southeast of Brody. The UPA
stated that Brody would not be an objective but rather, commencing in mid-July,
two main blows would be simultancously directed along two axis® — onc from the
north towards Busk and the other from the east towards Zolochiv. The UPA also
warncd that Konev’s front possessed approximately 1,800 tanks and armored ve-
hicles and no less than 1,000 attack sircraft, of which most were found in the two
assembly areas. UPA's intelligence also concluded that in the event the Soviets
succeeded in rupturing the front, “the Division could be engulfed in an ocean swarm-
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Sack lunches, home baked goods, cigarettes, and reading materiel being distributed to the departing soldiers.

Members of the Military Board with an officer and NCO from Kampfgruppe “Beyersdorff.” Note the wound
badge, Iron Cross, and the Galician Lion Patch worn by the officer.
















Captain A. Honcharenko (left side) discussing military matters with Captain D. Paliiv (right side) in the spring of
1944 in Neuhammer. Both men are adorned with the high-peaked officers cap and Honcharenko is wearing the
olive green field greatcoat. Note the Galician Lion patch on Paliiv’s right collar.
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Guards Rifle Division, Baskakov was also given this specific order: “Podat” lazyka!”
(“Give us a speaker!” or simply, produce a prisoner from whom information could
be extracted).

Asrecalled years afterwards by Gregory Krivekhizhin, a scout/reconnaissance
soldier within Baskakov’s platoon, since the crossing of the Dnieper River, all had
gone well. Soviet forces had advanced rapidly, most of Ukraine was secured, and
a rapid thrust and takeover of Poland was anticipated. But south of Brody all of
that changed when the 1st Ukrainian Front's advance was halted by a newly in-
serted force.

Repeatedly, Baskakov's efforts to secure a prisoner ended in failure. After
four attempts, not only was no prisoner secured but to make matters worse, eight
reconnaissance scout soldiers were killed. For the scout platoon these were indeed
heavy losses and, in addition 1o the physical loss, it was also a very demoralizing
one.

Realizing the critical importance of securing vital information, Baskakov's
men decided to make one more attempt. Spotting what appeared to be an officer
accompanied by two soldiers near a farm house, the reconnaissance troops opened
fire and charged forward. Grabbing the officer, they withdrew under heavy
counterfire directed against them from those within the farm house.

But as they ran back, the officer suddenly died. Baskakov returned empty
handed. Regardless, on the following day, the Soviet command received the fol-
lowing vital information: 117th Guards had encountered elements of the combat
SS.

Krivokhizhin does not specify exactly which Waffen-SS formation was en-
countered. But because at that time the “Galicia™ Division was the only Waffen-SS
formation operating south of Brody (or, for that matter, the only Waffen-SS divi-
sion on thal entire front), against the 1st Ukrainian From, it is obvious that
Baskakov’s troops had encountered the “Galicia” Division and with it, tough re-
sistance and heavy losses "

In the concluding hours of 16 July, the situation was as follows: the Division
was still attacking the “Koltiw corridor™ from the north, German forces were at-
tacking it from the south, and General Wolfgang von Kluge’s 357th {48th Panzer
Corps), was fighting to hold a from east of Trostianets’ Malyi adjacent to the cor-
ridor.

Monday, 17 July:

Dawn. As heavy fighting continued to rage both north and south of Brody, Konev
moved in additional fresh tank and mechanized forces. To the north, the Ist Guards
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Tank Army {(with orders to strike towards Rava-Russka), would further breach the
efforts of the 13th Army and Baranov’s Cavalry Mechanized Group while simulta-
neously, south of Brody in Koltiw’s vicinity, Lelyshenko’s 4th Tank Army would
reinforce the 3rd Guards Tank Army. Konev’s actions not only placed more pres-
sure on the front but as well, made it increasingly difficult for the counterantacking
forces to “plug-up™ the two now rapidly expanding breaches.

By mid-morning, heavy concentrations of enemy infantry and armor, spear-
headed by a criminal penal battalion, began to surge forward. From an observation
point atop Hill 416 near Volokh, at approximaltely 10:30 a.m., the 29th’s Regimen-
tal commander, SS-Obersturmbannfiithrer Dern, personally visited Myhailo
Dlaboha, who was observing the countryside.

Immediately, Dlaboha informed Dern that the enemy was renewing its effort,
but that the 29th was unaware of fresh concentrations developing on its front.
Although the enemy was shrouded in a late moming mist, Dlaboha further in-
formed Dern that the 29th was not yet fully positioned defensively, and that he was
going to open fire to disrupt the enemy, thus warning the 29th of an upcoming
action. Without waiting for any orders or guidance, Dlaboha called for one artil-
lery round.

“Mister, have you gone mad? Whai the hell are you doing?” demanded Dern.
“Ivan’s come. I have to fire!” replied Dlaboha. An argument ensued. Dern threat-
ened Dlaboha with death, but as Dlaboha adjusted his batteries, as well as the
artillery regiment’s 1st battalion’s artillery fire, the 29th’s commander finally real-
ized that Dlaboha was not firing on either the Wehrmacht or the “Galicia” Division
but rather, on Soviet forces.

Well-placed artillery rounds decimated the advancing communist penal unit.
At first, the criminal unit maintained its momentimn, but as more incoming rounds
shattered those who pressed forward to kill and pillage, their momentum suddenly
broke and they fell back.

But efforts to escape proved fruitless as NKVD police troops commenced fire
on those who reeled back. Adjusting his sights, Dlaboha carefully plotted the
NKVD’s location. Again notifying his battery, Dlaboha called for one round; within
seconds, he heard its flight hundreds of feet above him. Exploding within meters
of where Dlaboha estimated the NKVD stood, he shouted only one word — “FIRE!”

The battery rocked. Quigoing rounds pierced the air. Exploding shells tore
enemy trucks into pieces. As Dlaboha viewed flames rising upwards amidst pieces
of trucks flying hundreds of meters in every direction, the artillery officer knew
that his men were ripping the life out of the NKVD. “That’s right, boys, pour it
on!” Quigoing rounds continued to rain death and destruction.
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survivors were also quickly retiring uphill 1o seek cover over the hilltop.

But there was no time to savor any victories. Within seconds, the first group’s
disorganized survivors, linking up with newly arrived reinforcements, charged out
of the woods. Shouting “"HURRAH! “POBEDA!” “HURRAH!" they pressed for-
ward in renewed strength and determination. Aiming at them, Myhailo fired and
began another Z pattern. But before he could totally sweep over the group, his
weapon fell silent. “Ammo!” realized Myhailo. “Need to reload! Pass it down!
Grab the MG 34! Shouting “GUN ONE, DOWN!” from Stefan he heard “GUN
TWO, UP!” As Myhailo reached for the second machinegun, he also heard the
shouts of “HURRAH!" rising over the crest of the hill. “Shit!™ thought Myhailo.
“Gotta work faster. The other group’s coming in! Sighting on a group, he heard
the quick staccato shots of Pavio’s KAR 98 rifle and the bolt’s action. “Not bad,
Pavlo. Not bad at atlt”

Myhailo aimed. He fircd. He fired again. And again. And again. He ripped
both groups into pieces. As he fired, the crack of enemy small-arms fire filled the
air, mortar and artillery rounds dropped all around and chunks of earth rained
down. The weapon’s hot slugs acted as an invisible wall. Men dropped singly, in
two’s and three’s and on occasion, in clusters; yet, the living continued to press
forward, jumping over the dead and dying, until a 7.92 round or burst silenced
them in turn. “HURRAH! HURRAH! POBEDA!™ “Easy,” thought Myhailo. “Easy.
Let them come in. Easy. NOW!” He squeezed the trigger. Nothing. Instantly,
Myhailo pulied on the bolt, and squeezed. Again, nothing. Shouting “*JAMMAGE!”
Myhailo was about to pass the weapon to Stepan but before he could do anything,
Pavlo’s shout of “LET ME CLEAR IT!” was heard. Jumping out of his position,
Pavlo raced towards Myhailo. Myhailo saw the folly in this. But before he could
stop him the boy was on his knees beside the weapon lifting its feed tray cover. But
that was as far as he got. Within a second, a rifle bullet struck Pavlo squarely on the
right side of his head. Collapsing over the weapon, several more rounds ripped
into his body. Pulling Pavlo’s body and the jammed weapon into the position,
Mpyhailo ducked down just in time as more enemy bullets flew over. Another mor-
tar round came screaming in. Chunks of debris and dirt rained down. “My God!”
cried Stepan. “HE’S DEAD!™ But Stepan had no time to ponder his friend’s death.
Reaching for the jammed weapon, he began 10 extract the jammed round with a
knife. Myhailo could not fail to notice Stepan’s burned and bleeding hands; pieces
of flesh actually hung here and there. As Stepan worked, cursing the jammage,
Myhailo picked up Pavlo’s body and, as much as he hated to do it, lay it in front of
the position. This way, Pavlo’s body would provide some extra protection.

Turning around, Myhailo saw six Red Army soldiers charging in from behind.
“STEPAN! SIX COMING IN FROM BEHIND!” Replying “STAY DOWN!™
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Stepan quickly pulled the pin out of an egg-type grenade, and tossed it no more
than several feet outside the hole. The explosion rained more debris into the hole.
But immediately following the blast, both men stood up ~ Myhailo with an MG
and Stepan with a P-38 pistol. And belore the attackers were silenced for eternity,
the last thing they saw was two men pop up and spray lead.

Squatting back into the fighting position, Myhailo asked “How do you think
they got behind?” *“WHO THE HELL KNOWS! WHO THE HELL CARES!”
screamed Stepan as he worked 10 unjam the weapon. “WEAPONS UP!” More
incoming rounds tore up the ground. As Myhailo and Stepan lay in the foxhole,
hands covering their ears and heads, their bodies rolling with the blasts and con-
vulsions, both men knew that unless a direct shell exploded within, neither would
die.

“HURRAH! POBEDA! HURRAH!” Myhailo wondered how much more he
could take. Removing the weapons bipod, he placed the red hot barrel on Pavlo’s
body. The weapon’s firing pin had shattered hours before, but the chamber was so
hot thal as rounds entered it, a combination of heat and exploding rounds set the
bullets off.

Myhailo sighted. Again, he wondered how much more of this he could take.
His body was covered with sweat. his face blackened by grime, sweat, and burned
powder, his mouth felt hot and dry and his burned hands ached while his head and
ears rang from the constant noisc and exploding shells. Yet, he maintained his self-
control, and through the entire day and night, continued to engage the attacking
mass.

Throughout the hot day of 17 July, tough defensive battles were fought. Fierce
battles especially raged for the villages and towns of Holubytsia, Peniaky, Huta
Peniats’ka, Huta Verkhobuzhka, Maidan, Kryhiv, Sukhodoly, Koltiw, Opaky,
Lukavets® and a host of other places as Soviet forces repeatedly thrust forward and
the Division was determined to hold; throughout the countryside, farms and settle-
ments burned and the smoke and crackle of burning wood could be seen and heard
well into the night, Charging towards Huta Peniats ka, Chaplain Volodymyr Stetsiuk
saw a grenadier fall, Rushing to his aid, the chaplain attempted to assist him, Sud-
denly, a German NCO rushed up, and told the chaplain to move. Refusing to leave
the dying grenadier, the chaplain was shot dead by the NCO. Because this incident
was witnessed by a number of soldiers, the NCO was later “killed-in-action.”?

By way of information exiracted from prisoners of war, intercepted radio
messages, and unit identification markings on vehicles, the following units (in part
or completion), were identified as operating against the “Gaticia” Division: the
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ished, the Soviets began to withdraw from Kniazhe. Informing the two-gun bat-
tery of their deeds, Palienko requested the remaining rounds to be dropped outside
of Kniazhe among the fleeing foe and the remaining smoke rounds dropped on the
edge of Kniazhe Palienko undoubtedly regretted there was no more smoke to
cover the assault groups attack, but at least some smoke was betier than none.
Waving to the battlegroup to press forward, the artillery officer observed their
thrust.

“SLAVAY” Charging forward, the primarily Ukrainian battle- group quickly
dug out the remaining Soviets, retook Kniazhe and continued to surge beyond the
town. Until the Soviets returned and re-occupied the town, Kniazhe no longer
barred the way. As he stood up, Palienko reached underneath his camouflaged
smock, and felt the stickiness of blood. As several soldiers rushed up, he ordered
them to move on, and then collapsed.

Unfortunate events, however, continued to plague 13th Corps. Although an-
other penetration had been achieved, the buik of Balck’s 48th Panzer Corps was
nowhere in sight. To make matters worse, as the encircled troops broke out, they
only broke into masses of Soviet forces pushing westward. Such a sitvation forced
those who broke out to continue fighting.

Correctly assuming that a rescue effort from Balck or AGNU would not arrive
in full strength, and that AGNU was probably itself withdrawing, Lange ordered
the corps’ remaining personnel to retreat as rapidly as possible toward the south-
west. How many received the order will never be known, but undoubtedly every
survivor now understood that the only way out was to fight in a southwest direc-
tion.

Approaching Yasenivisi from the west, Waffen-Obersturmfiibrer Karatnytsky
and a number of his men set fire to a small building in order to create a smoke
screen. Simuhaneously, Waffen Haupisturmfiihrer Dmytro Ferkuniak's group, with
their nine machine guns set up on a raflway embankment, commenced fire on the
eastern edge of Yasenivisi in an attempt to pin down any defenders. Behind
Ferkuniak a Wehrmacht officer, Major Ziegler, covered Ferkuniak's group while
Waffen-Hauptsturmfiihrer Chuchkevych provided flank protection to the east of
Yasenivisi. These four battlegroups, with a combined strength of approximately
1,000 Waffen-SS, Wehrmacht and Field Security personnel, were rapidly moving
southward during the night to reach and cross the main Lviv-Zolochiv Highway.
Once across, in the area of Zalesie’s thicker woods and rough terrain, better natu-
ral cover and protection would be found. But at least for now, it was just as critical
to break out,

244

Chapter 16: Brody!

Until the 1,000-strong armed force had arrived to Yasenivisi at approximately
4 am., all had gone well. South of Pochapy, the escape corridor had narrowed to a
distance of no more than 150-200 meters, but no problems were encountered.*
Proceeding swiftly and quietly, the four battlegroups moved with one group for-
ward, two in the middle and one in the rear. Carrying only personal weapons, anti-
armor weaponry and as much ammunition as possible, the leading force automati-
cally bypassed any danger the moment it encountered enemy forces. The others
followed snit.

But at Yasenivtsi, a night battle ensued. In difficult hand-to-hand combat, the
enemy was finally dislodged. By 7 a.m,, all four groups crossed the highway and
reached Zalesie and Hill 412; there, they paused to rest. But they were quickly
interrupted by the appearance of one German fighter-bomber. Mistaking the sol-
diers for a Soviet force, It strafed and bombed the men. Following the air attack,
everyone laughed when someone said “Oh, well. The high command did not lie.
They said the Luftwaffe would arrive!”

At night, the groups continued to push southward. Sometime during the night
of 22-23 July, in Zhukiv’s vicinity, the leading group encountered a motorcycle
courier who informed the men that the Germans were withdrawing from Zhukiv,
For the remainder of the night, the men quickly marched westward. At last, in the
moring, the groups linked up with the retreating German front and with a “Galicia”
battlegroup led by Chaplain Myhaile Levenels® and consisting of 120 well-armed
men. For those who broke out, it was a jubilant encounter. But from an initial
strength of approximately 1,000 men within the four groups (of whom about 750
were from the “Galicia” Division), roll call revealed only 430 survivors. Most
were lost either at Yasenivisi or during the attempt to cross the highway.® The
casuzalties included Waffen- Untersturmfiihrer Pashchak who shot himself after being
wounded in action.

In desperate and intense combat, the Division's soldiers, as well as those from
other divisions trying to break out, continued to surge forward. Through their ef-
forts, 13th Corps divisions constantly kept the pressing enemy at bay, re-opencd
escape routes, and although continuously taking casualties, simultaneously ex-
tracted a toll from the attackers. Through burning villages and towns, such as Bilyi
Kamin, Belzets’, Ostrivets, Skvariava, Pochapy, Kniazhe, Khylchychi, Liats’ke,
Yasenivisi, Zolochiv, Stinka, Holohory, Luni, Zhashkiv, Zhukiv, Vyshnivchyk and
Plenykiv, the Division’s and corps’ troops tan through a gauntlet of hell.® In an
attempt to contain the breakout, Soviet airmen flew no less than 2,340 air sorties.”
At Zhukiv and Holohory, blocking positicns were successfully established, tem-
porarily preventing the Soviets from decisively halting the breakout and finishing

245












Gualicia Division

Shouting “GENTLEMEN, THIS WAY! QUICKLY!' THIS WAY!” Freitag
caught the attention of Sylenko. Standing beside Lange and an automobile in the
village of Kniazhe, Freitag urged Sylenko’s group to move rapidly southward.

Kniazhe was devastated. Its streets and yards were filled with dead soldiers,
civilians and horses. Virtually every building was burning or smoldering. Wagons,
vehicles, and destroyed F-34’s and KV'’s lay scattered around. From the positions
of the corpses, it was apparent the fighting had been close with much hand-to-hand
combat. Desperate for a drink of water, Sylenko thought about the stream which
flowed through Kniaszhe. Approaching it, he changed his mind when he saw it
was full of enemy bodies. “They attempted to fall back, but sceing that they could
not escape through the open ground, sought cover in it. Doesn't matter, we got
them alll” With these words, a German non-Divisional NCO informed Sylenko
about what had happened.

South of Kniazhe, the terrain sloped slightly downward and then upward to-
ward a small forest. To stay in Kniazhe was impossible. Just moments before, a
Sovict plane had come streaking in, dropping its payload of 80-pound bombs, and
killing just about everything in sight. Never would Sylenko forget the sound of
single pistol shots by wounded soldiers finishing themselves off. Directing his
battlegroup southward, Sylenko pushed on "

Until now, the Division’s fusiliers had been fighting the Division’s battle. They
had been constantly rushed from one critical sector to another and repeatedly, their
actions had altcred the course of events.

But that was in the past. Now, south of Kniazhe, the fusilicrs were fighting
their own breakout battle. Led by leaders such as Waffen-Obersturmfithrer Danylko,
the fusiliers once again demonstrated skill in adapting to a difficult situation.
Danylko was the epitome of a true combat leader. Adorned in a camouflaged out-
fit, with belts of machinegun ammunition draped around his body, his hands firmly
grasping an MG42 machinegun, a pistol tucked into his waistband, the fusilier
officer actually locked like the God of War. Quickly organizing a breakout force of
200 soldiers, Danylko assured the group that success was in sight with such words:
“WE'RE GOING FORWARD! WE'RE GOING TQ WHERE THERE IS LIFE,
FREEDOM AND LOVE!"

And fight they did. Ripping into a Soviet mechanized and NKVD police bat-
talion with a savagery, power, and determination that one can only possess at such
a time, the fusiliers tolally devastated the threatening force. They shot, bayoneted,
clubbed, stabbed and killed with their bare hands. Well-placed anti-armor rounds
tore enemy tanks and vehicles into pieces. Since carlier the fusiliers had not been
granted any quarter, they now responded in kind. Charging into an NKVD police
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trooper who towered well over six feet, Chester Tush would never forget the steel
teeth and the smell of sweat and cheap liquor as he plunged a close-combat knife
deep into the massive hulk. As the trooper fell forward, Chester actually came
face-to-face with him. Propping him up with his left arm, Chester attempted to
remove the knife. But the knife had penetrated so deep into the NKVD trooper’s
upper abdomen that Chester was unable to pull it out.

Dropping the trooper to the ground, Chester noted blood on his hands. Mo-
mentarily, he considered removing the corpse’s NKVD lapel pin. But after wiping
his blood-covered hands on his camouflaged fatigue pants, Chester reached only
for the deceased man’s Ppsh 41 and its spare drum of ammunition. After all, rea-
soned Chester, hell could hold many more NKVD men.

Along with the other survivors of the 29th Regiment’s Headquarters Com-
pany, Vasil Sirs'kyi probed cautiously toward Pochapy from Bilyi Kamin, At ap-
proximately 5:30 aum., Sirs’kyi’s group was totally encompassed by a morning
fog so thick that one could barely see beyond several meters; yet, from Yaseniw’s
direction, the men noted that a heavy battle had erupted.

After reaching Pochapy, Sirs'kyi and the others readied for action. By now,
the fog had lifted, and from Pochapy’s higher elevation, Kniazhe could be seen.
Sirs’kyi could not fail to notice the terrain between Kniazhe and Pochapy — it was
pockmarked with holes from thousands of shell bursts and bombs.

AtPochapy, Sirs’kyi saw the Division’s remaining anti-aircraft personnel. Until
now, they had done the best they could. But with their remaining guns totally out
of ammunition, the anti-aircraft personnel blew their guns; now, they would fight
as infantry. Obtaining aheavy machine gun from a German soldier, Sirs’kyi passed
it on to Kul’chytskyi, an anti-aircraft standard bearer, who prepared the weapon
for combat. Someone’s command of “MACHINEGUNNERS! ANTI-TANK GUN-
NERS! TO THE FRONT!” was heralded.

Sirs kyi knew the big moment was approaching. As well, everyone knew that
in and around Kniazhe were dug-in Soviet troops. But as Sirs’kyi readied his
weapon, he noticed the Soviet prisoners, now unguarded, just milling around. It
was obvious that amongst them, there were those who feared to return to their own
side.

“0.K. LET’S DO IT"™ With these words, the battlegroup moved forward.
Enroute to Kniazhe, Sirs’kyi’s battlegroup encountered a German battlegroup ac-
companied by one tank. Its commander, a high ranking Wehrmacht officer, ad-
dressed Sirs'kyi's group: “Gentlemen, our situation is tough, but not impossible.
Together, let’s storm Kniazhe!™

Storming into Kniazhe, the battlegroup encountered success. Clambering
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aboard an overturned railway car, Sirs’kyi proceeded to fire upon a group of So-
viet soldiers who, shortly before, had dug themselves in at the edge of Kniazhe.
Others, under various shouts such as “SLAVA!” charged forward. A Soviet sniper
killed the Wehrmacht officer with one well-placed shot; within moments, the same
sniper who had justkilled was himself killed as various members of the battlegroup
returned his fire. Noting the deceased officer’s cap lying alongside him, Sirs’kyi
covered the German soldicr’s face.

After proceeding through the outskirts of Kniazhe, the combined German-
Ukrainian battlegroup halted to rest. Among them were six wounded soldiers —
four Ukrainians and two Germans. Since no one wanted to leave them behind, it
was decided to bring them along. But suddenly an automobile, its top open, ap-
peared. Driven by a chauffeur, its sole occupant was a German army captain, See-
ing the wounded, the captain hopped out of the vehicle and helped 1o place the
wounded into the auto. As rapidly as it had arrived, the vehicle continued south-
west to Lakye, with Sirs'kyi and the others following quickly on foot. Enroute to
Zhukiv, Sirs’kyi's group encountered another group. Among them was Dern, the
29th Regiment's commander.

The end, however, was not yet over. In the following days, Sirs’kyi would
only know the screams of “HURRAH! SLAVA!,” the sounds of incoming rounds,
explosions, whining bullets, and the screams of the dying. At point-blank range,
Sirs'kyi shut and killed Soviet regulars. In hand-to-hand combat, he slashed and
fought his way through. Sirs’kyi was determined to survive, and if he had to kill
the devil in hell to do so, then he would. Finally, after nearly two weeks of intense
combat, Sirs’kyi reached safety."

Through the remaining day and night hours of 23 and 24 July, the remnants of
the 13th Corps broke out.'? Excluding those who perished, and the bulk of the
wounded, as well as those who lost the will to participate in a breakout and were
left behind, 13th Corps® battle was ended."” For those who remained, escape was
now virtually impoessible. But before moving in for the final kill, Konev’s forces
unleashed a massive fusillade of firepower into a highly contained area.

The ground trembled, rolled and tore into shreds from the numerous blasts.
Buildings, vehicles, trees, horses, wagons — and humans — disappeared in huge
blasts of fiery red and orange blasts. So many shells rained in that virtually every
foot of ground was struck, As Soviet gunners slammed in shell after shell into red-
hot breach blocks, their senses totally numbed by the awesome noises, its gunners
were determined to pulverize everything within their designated target areas. In-
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deed, so heavy and frantic was their fire that some Soviet gunners actually col-
lapsed from heart failure beside their guns.

It was had enough for the Red gunners. But for those who were on the receiv-
ing end, it was far worse. Theodore Rukh*, for example, never could have imag-
ined that such a hell could exist.

Lying in a roadside ditch obscured by huge trees, Theodore was relieved that
he had found some shelter. He did not want to abandon his wagon, but when he
saw two supply wagons with drivers and horses directly in front of him disappear
in huge blasts, Theodore knew that he had to leap off his wagon and seek shelter.
As he lay in the ditch, massive explosions rocked everything. Looking up, he saw
a smoking crater where just seconds hefore his wagon and two horses had stood. Tt
was clearly apparent that some enemy spotter or aerial observer was doing an
excellent job of calling in ground fires.

More screams of incoming shells warned Theodore to remain in the ditch as
massive explosions ripped everything into pieces. “GOD!” shouted Theodore
“PLEASE HELP ME!"

But there was no help, or reprieve, as raining shells continued to explode ail
around. With cordite and smoke filling his nose and lungs, Theodore became nau-
seous and craved to get up and escape. Realizing, however, that death was virtu-
ally guaranteed if he stood up, Theodore remained in the ditch.

Shells continued to rain in. Earth, stones, gravel, wood, and other debris rained
down upon the grenadicr. Without respite, the thunderous barrage showered death
and destruction. Theodore lost consciousness.

Awakening hours later, he was surprised to find himself alive. Lifting his head,
he saw that his helmet was gone. Apparently, as he had lay unconscious, an explo-
sive wind force had blown it away. Rising slowly to his feet, Theodore observed
his tattered clothes. Along with his helmet, his weapon had been blown away.

Theodore detected an eerie silence. Numerous craters pockmarked the ter-
rain, causing the earth’s ash-covered surface to resemble a lunar landscape. Not
one tree, or even iree tronk, remained standing. The road had been completely
obliterated. As for the small settlement which Theodore had passed by before driv-
ing into hell, it no longer existed. Nothing existed. Nothing at all. Armageddon
had come and gone.

Dejected, exhausted, and unsure of what to do, Theodore crawled into a crater
and fell into a deep sleep. He remained there until a roving UPA patrol came upon
him, awakened him, and took him into their ranks.

When the sun finaily set on 23 July 1943, the “Battle of Brody™ was over. In
the following day or two, Soviet mop-up forces battled with individuals and small

255












18

An Evaluation of the Division’s Combat
Performance at Brody

At Brody, the “Galicia” Division encountered a Soviet front that was not only
superior in numerical strength, but also massively reinforced with armor, artillery,
aircraft, and a massive supply system. Ultimately, this superiority played a major
role in achieving a breakout, encircling the 13th Corps, and repulsing Germany's
AGNU front westward.

In an attempt to defend its homeland, the Division expended 2 maximum ef-
fort. Repeatedly — against an enemy air threat that pulverized the front, against
massive artored and mechanized concentrations, whether on the offense or de-
fense, in Koltiw’s vicinity or in the attack during the breakout, the Divisions per-
sonnel were determined to succeed. During its combat operations, the Division's
troops did not panic, drop their arms and cease to resist, or defect to the Soviet
side. As Heike himself recorded: “no other unit had even approximately as much
responsibility in such unfavorable conditions as had the Ukrainian [*“Galicia”}
Division... in difficult battles the Division had acquitted itself as well as could
have been reasonably expected...” and “during the fighting in the Bredy pocket
and during the breakout many Ukrainians proved (o be extraordinarily brave.”™

Initially, the Division was ordered to proceed southeastward from a second-
ary position within the Prinz Eugen defensive system in order to assist German
forces in sealing a Soviet rupture in Koltiw's vicinity (known as the “Koltiw corti-
dor”) before a major breakout would occur. The moment the Division moved,
Soviet aircraft swept in with a fury seldom seen and previously witnessed only at
Kursk, and later in the Prussian and Berlin battles. So massive were the aenal

262

Chapter 18: An Evaluation of the Division’s Combat Performance

strikes that many a German veleran later recalled with shock and dismay the se-
verity and effectiveness of the Sowviet air force. True, enemy air had been previ-
ously encountered, but never in such massive scope as at Brody. Just alone in a
five hour period on 15 July, the Soviet 2nd Air Army flew no less than 3,288
aircraft sorties and dropped 102 tons of bombs against the counter-attacking forces.?
The intensity of the enemy’s air and ground firepower was attested to by a former
panzer NCO, who fought at the gates of Stalingrad. As recalled years later by
Veryha, the panzer wartior stated: “Brody was worse than Stalingrad'™ From 13
to 22 July, but especially during the breakout phase, the battle was very closed in
and intense; yet, Galicia’s volunteers put forth a maximum effort, persisting in
their efforts even though a number of the German personnel within the pocket had
ceased to resist.

Some have classified the Division as “an inexperienced combat formation,”
or “a formation lacking combat experience.” While it is true that the Division, asa
formation, never fought prior to Brody, a number of its soldiers did bave varying
degrees of combat experience. Some of its personnel had fought the Germans in
Poland in 1939; others saw combat within the Soviet Army or had fought in World
War I and in its post-war era with either the Galician or UNR's Army. And all of
the Division's UPA-infiltrated personnel had previously fought the Nazi occupi-
ers, Soviet guerrillas or both?

Contrary to popular belief, a combat formation, if exceptionally well-trained,
does not require prior combat experience to succeed.’ Once its soldiers are orga-
nized around a solid inner core, and its officer and NCO leadership core holds, so,
too, will its troops. Prior to Brody, some of the Ukrainian officers and NCOs did
have combat experience; additionally, all of the Ukrainian leaders — including even
those who previously held leadership positions in other armies — were provided
solid training. In a numher of cascs, even former NCOs and officers were first put
through a solid recruit training within the Replacement Army before being dis-
patched to officer and NCO schools. Virtually unknown is the fact that prior to
Brody, a small number of Ukrainian officers, who somehow had completed their
training but once within the Division failed to meet unit standards, were dropped
out of leadership positions. Whenever this occurred, strong efforts were under-
taken to find replacements as soon as possible. In this area, credit must be givento
Paliiv, Krokhmaliuk and, even, Freitag who insisted on a solid leadership core.
Nevertheless, inregard to the Ukrainian officer’s and NCOs’ performance at Brody,
it not only matched the German leadership but, in some cases, even surpassed it,

As the Division’s soldiers advanced to repulse the Soviet front, they encoun-
tered demoralized German troops retreating westward. Such an encounter can be
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Aniti-gircraft:

Well before the Division was ever committed into combat, the Division’s anti-
aircraft battalion was already engaging Soviet aircraft. From the Division’s disem-
barkation point at Ozhydiv to Bilyi Kamin, anti-aircraft gunners were constantly
in action; officially, they were the first to engage the enemy and many of its mem-
bers, such as Myhailo Lobach, were one of the last ones to break out.

Precisely how many enemy aircraft were shot down remsins undocumented;
however, it is known that a number of Soviet aircraft were shot down and undoubt-
edly, others were damaged. In combat, the battalion’s B8 guns not only shot down
a number of aircraft, but when employed in a ground role against Soviet armor,
decimated many a T-34 or KV-1. By 20 July, however, the battalion was destroyed.
It is known that its remaining guns fought as late as 21 July to cover the bridges at
Bilyi Kamin and Pochapy. But once out of ammunition, its survivors merged into
the various battlegroups and participated in the breakout as infantry. According to
Roman Hayetskyj: a former anti-aircraft soldier, a number of the Division’s anti-
aircraft personnel ended up in the UPA 8

Support:

Initially, the Division's supply, engineer, communications, support and mainte-
nance units, whether operating themselves, or alongside other units, functioned
fairly smoothiy in the beginning. But as they were forced into wransferring person-
nel to hastily formed “emergency battle units,” or into regular units, and as its
casualties mounted, the overworked and battle fatigued engineers, communication
and other life-support troops began to reel under the constant enemy pressure.
Collapsing at about the time the breakout occurred, ils surviving personnel fought,
in the end, as regular frontline troops.

Medical:
At Brody, one of the most tragic fates of the Division was experienced by its medi-
cal corps.

Until it was surrounded, the Division's medical staff had successfully evacu-
ated 360 wounded and injured personnel.” But once surrounded, as always is the
case, incapacitated personncl become problematic — especially if the surrounded
unit is on the move.

By the rules of warfare, military hospitals — whether in the field or in an estab-
lished permanent location — are not to be fired upon. But on the eastern front, more
than one military hospital was destroyed with no regard for its wounded and medi-
cal personnel. Prior to encirclement, the Division’s medical personnel were fired
upon, the Division’s hospital* came under repeated aerial and ground attack, and
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its ambulances were struck. Hence, it became apparent that any captured wounded
personnel would suffer a cruel fate.

According to Krokhmaliuk, aerial evacuation, partially successful at Stalingrad
and other sites, was impossible because of a lack of German “Auntie Ju” transport
aircraft, and because the pocket was not staying in place.® Thus, the only remain-
ing choice was to bring the wounded along.

But in battle circumstances, carrying out the wounded is virtually impossible.
While there were isolated instances where wounded/injured personnel were car-
ried or driven out, for the greater part those wounded and unablc to walk out were
left behind. These incapacitated personnel, along with a number of surviving doc-
tors and medical personnel, were taken prisoner.

Doctors Myhailo Hryhorchuk and Zenon Lokach, the artillery regiment’s two
doctors, were killed at Brody. The regiments third doctor, Osyp Syvenkyi, escaped
from the encirclement. Refusing to leave the wounded behind in the wake of a
Soviet advance, Dr. Yaroslav Karpevych, Chief Doctor of the 29th Regiment, stayed
behind. Shortly afterward, survivors who came upon the destroyed forward-aid
station reported that Dr. Karpevych, along with his medical orderlies and male
nurses, as well as the wounded, had been killed.*®

Throughout the batte, the Division’s hospital moved from one location to
another. Its final location was west of Pochapy;" there, with limited medical sup-
plies and under very adverse conditions, aid was administered as best as possible
to those breaking out, or those who had to he left behind. Overrun on 21-22 July,
its remaining medical personnel and wounded were captured.'?

Among those captured were surgeon Yolodymyr Prokopovych and Divisional
surgeon Myhailo Tymchyshyn. Following years of imprisonment, Doctor
Prokopovych was released to West Germany as a “German” prisoner. Doctor Osyp
Zalyshniy, who hailed from Zolochiv, was presumed killed. After brief service
with the UPA, he reentered the Division in November 1944. Dr. Stepan Iaromyr
Olesnyts'kyi also ended up in the UPA. But he never returned to the Division.
Born 27 December 1914 in Czechoslovakia, he returned with his family to Lviv in
1932, Shortly before the eruption of World War II and the Soviet takeover,
Olesnyts’kyi graduated from Lviv's medical school. Because the communist oc-
cupants classified many professional people — to include doctors — as “exploiters™
and wargeted them for arrest, deportation or murder, Dr. Olesnyts'kyi fled to Cracow,
Poland; there, he practiced medicine. In early 1944, he entered the Division. Upon
the completion of a medical course in Vienna, Austria, he returned to the Division
and soon, deployed with the Division to the eastern front. Wounded in the knee, he
ended up in the UPA. Within the UPA, he served as a doctor and supervised the
training of medics and nurses. Approximately 3 March 1945, Dr. Olesnyts’kyi’s
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the Division. But by late September 1944, Ukrainian leadership was firmly estab-
lished.®

That September. two German rifle battalions were incorporated into the Divi-
sion.’ On 20 Scptember 1944, the Division’s strength was placed at 261 officers,
673 NCO's, 11,967 enlisted personnel for a total of 12,901." Until the end of the
wat, the Division basically remained a “Type 44” (1944) infantry division.” The
only reason why the Division never converted into a “Type 45” is attributable
strictly to the Division’s command. Insisting that enough manpower existed to
maintain a “Type 44” formation (and undoubtedly arguing that any changes would
disrupt the Division’s training mission), on such grounds the Division won its
request to retain its “Type 44" slalus,

Some changes, however, did occur. Whereas before the Division maintained
one full anti-aircraft battalion, in the aftermath of Brody the Division’s AA would
consist of only one 37mm anti-aircraft battery. While of course a full AA battalion
would have benefitted the Division, it was impossible to obtain the required AA
weaponry. Brody also proved that the Division would require a strong field secu-
rity force. As a result, the Divisions military police force was upgraded to com-
pany strength. Approximately 50 specially trained Doberman Pincher guard dogs
were included. From specially selected riflemen, a sniper/counter-sniper platoon
was organized. As for the 8,000 found within the Training and Replacement Regi-
ment, by now most were included into the Division; however, the Training and
Replacement Regiment was not disbanded because incoming personnel continued
to rapidly filt the Training and Replacement Regiments ranks. Such was the case
with the 1,000 personnel rapidly mobilized in mid-July 1944, As previousty the
others before them, they, and the other newcomers, would complete some type of
training prior to placement into a Divisioual unit.

During this time, the Division's field hospital was rebuilt. 25 Ukrainian assis-
tant nurses from various parts of Ukraine reinforced the German female nurses
who arrived shortly before. Prior to Brody, no female medical personnel were
posted to the Division. In the following weeks, additional Ukrainian, as well as
some Baltic and Russian female nurses and medical orderlies, would arrive. And
until the end of the war, they would undergo all of the Division’s ordeals.?®

In personnel and unit structure, a number of changes occurred in the Division.
Freitag remained in command, and Major Heike remained as 1st General Staff
Officer. It appears that SS-Sturmbannfithrer Johann Burkhart, a Divisional staff
officer who was reported as missing-in-action at Brody, was never replaced. The

278

Chapter 19: The “Galicia™ Division’s Withdrawal and Reformation

29th Regiment remained under the command of Freidrich Dem as did the 30th
under Hans Forstreuter;?! the 31st, however, was now commanded by SS-
Standartenfithrer Rudolf Pannier (born 10 July 1897; SS-Nr. 465,89 1/non-party
member).2 All three infantry regiments were rebuilt in August/September 1944;
however, no 3rd Battalions are officially recorded in Regiments 30 and 31. And as
late as March 1945, wben sufficient manpower was available and the regiment’s
3rd battalions were actually formed and included into the regiments, neither the
30th or 31st Infantry Regiments officially carried their respective third battalions
on any battle rosters;? the reasons for this remain unclear,

Beyersdorff remained as the artillery commander; Remberger remained as the
engincer commander;** Bristot remained with the fusiliers; Martyniuk continued
to command the Division's Maintenance and Repair Company; and sometime in
September or October 1944, the signal baualion received a new commander, SS-
Obersturmfihrer Heinz. The Division's anti-aircraft battalion,? as well as the in-
dependent Divisional anti-tank company, were not rebuilt. Anti-aircraft and anti-
armor training did, however, continue and each infantry battalion’s “heavy” com-
pany had its specially formned anti-armor platoons; the Division's Field Replace-
ment Battalion remained and all maintenance, bakery, and field post companies,
were reestablished.

The Division chaplain’s staff also underwent some changes but still remained
under the overall supervision of Chaplain Dr. Vasyl Laba.?* Chaplain Levenets’
was transferred from the 29th Regiment to Divisional staff where he served with
Liubomyr Syven’kyi; Sydir Nahayewsky served as the 29th Regiments chaplain;
Chaplain Myhailo Ratushyns’kyi served the 30th; Chaplain Bohdan Levyts'kyi,
the 31st. Chaplain Emanuel Korduba served the anillery regiment; Chaplain Evan
Tomashivs’kyi served in the medical unit; Chaplain Julian Gabrusevych?’ served
the Field Replacement Battalion; and Chaplain’s Oleksander Babij, Danylo
Kovaliuk, and Olcksander Markevych served the Division’s independent Training
and Replacement Regiment.?

Because Waffen-Haupsturmfiihrer Dmytro Paliiv never re-turned from Brody,?
areplacement had to be found. In due time, the choice came down 1o either Yuriy
Krokhmaliuk or Liubomyr Makarushka; and the latter was selected.®

Always quick to defend the Ukrainian cause and its interests, Makarushka
accepted his new assignment with much devotion, enthusiasm, and concern. Very
persistent in obtaining what was required, Makarushka, who eventually won
Freitag’s trust, always strove to clevate the Division to high standards. According
to Heike, in some respects Makarushka was more persisient than Paliiv, and fre-
quently was difficult to satisfy.
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wat, tbe Ukrainian Central Committee was evacuated to Kufstein, Bavaria, and
the Military Board operated from Vienna, Austria,

In mid-September 1944, the Division commenced its tratning. But unlike in
the past where a strong emphasis was placed on offensive tactics, the emphasis
now changed to the defensive.

At Brody, the Division’s offensive performance exceeded its defensive per-
formance. Psychologically, from squad toregimental level, the Division’s soldiers,
although massively pounded from the air and constantly pressed by superior ground
forces, as in the attempt 10 seal the Koltiw corridor and during the breakout, re-
sponded more effectively to an attack rather than a defensive mission. This was
attributable to the fact that at both Heidelager and Neuhammer the Division’s sol-
diers were drilted more extensively in the attack than defense.

According to former Divisional officer Evhen Ren, Germany’s reversals would
not have been so sudden and its losses so great had it acknowledged the Fact that it
was no longer on the offensive but rather, on the defensive and. therefore, adapted
to the situation by changing its training methods. ™ Ren’s observation’s are largely
correct; however, it must be remembered that although the Ukrainians always
viewed the Division as a regular type of division (or even as the “Ukrainian Army™),
German planners viewed it as simply another Waffen-SS formation. At the time of
its formation, Waffen-SS units were primarily utilized as elite shock troops, and
were frequently rushed from one critical sector to another (and even sometimes
from one front to another), to reinforce a front or stem a breakout.” Although
Germany was on the defensive, well-trained offensive units were still in demand.
This explains why (ptior to July 1944), the “Galicia™ Division was trained largely
for offensive actions.

But in late 1944, with Germany pressed solely on the defensive, its Waffen-
SS (as were the other services), was forced to adjust some of its training. Thus, the
Division also revamped its training around the combat lessons learned at Brody.
Hand-10-hand; positional warfare; and night marches combined with night maneu-
vers with live ammunition especially highlighted the training.

At Brody, the Division’s supply and service repeatedly found themsclves in
the thick of battle. Therefore, in addition to receiving their usval mechanical, com-
munication, cooking, baking, supply and technical training, the units personnel
were required to undergo no less than two hours of weekly rifle, submachinegun,
machinegun, and anti-tank training; as well, they participated in the general ma-
neuvers. All of the training was carried out in the field.®
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The fact that the Division was no longer gperating within the territorial bor-
ders of its homeland could potentially reduce morale. Thus, to support morale,
members of the Military Board and Ukrainian Central Committee, as well as vari-
ous theater and choir ensembles, and the Lviv opera and ensemble, were brought
in. In a similar vein, extended periods of rest and relaxation were afforded, but
especially for those previously wounded. The Division also established a health
resort at Zakopane. Located in the northern foothills of the Tatry Mountains, this
spa, or rest center, was funded by Wachter's exiled General Government and Mili-
tary Board. Many soldiers (joined by their families in some cases), spent 2 memo-
rable time at Zakopane.*
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Slovakia

With the fall of Mussalini and Germany's failure to stem the Soviet advance
into Rumania, the Baltic States and Poland proper. the unstable governments of
Rumania, Hungary, Croatia and Slovakia either began to seek ways to extricate
themselves out of the war or, if their lcaders remained loyal to Germany, experi-
enccd internal revolts by anti-fascists who sought to end any alliances with Hitler’s
Germany. Such was the case with Slovakia.

Dissatisfied with President Josef Tiso, General Ferdinand Cados, head of
Slovakia’s Defense Ministry, decided to act against him. Whether Catlos’ motives
stemmed from a pro-Soviet stance, or a hunger for power or a combination of both
is irrelevant, for on 23 August 1944, from his headquarters in Byaska Bystrica in
central Slovakia, he called for arebellion. Supported by Slovakian Gencral Golian
and approximately 20,000 Slovakian regulars reinforced with Soviet agents and
airborne troops, the revolt gained momentum.?

For the Germans, the revolt posed a number of serious political and psycho-
logical dangers. And from the military standpoint, the revolt would also weaken
the eastern front and endanger vital rear-area road, rail, and communication lines,
Aware of this potential threat, the Germans immediately reacted.

After disarming the 24,000 strong 1st Slovak Infantry Corps, the Germans
proceeded to disarm the other Slovakian units, and quell the revolt. But because
the ad hoc “Tatra” Panzer Division, the 178th Panzer Divisional Staff Replace-
ment, SS-Kampfgruppe *“Schacfer” from the 18th SS Panzergrenadier Division
and a handful of Wehrmacht units were all understrength, supplemental forces

250

Chapter 21: Slovakia

were requested, To ensure that Slovakia’s newly appointed SS-Chief Gottlob Berger
succeeded in restoring order, additional troops from various Wehrmacht and Waffen-
88 schools, as well as the “Galicia™ Division, were requested.

On 20 September 1944, the Division’s strength (minus the strength of its Train-
ing and Replacement Regiment), stood at 261 officers, 673 NCO’s, and 11,967
enlisted for a total of 12,9012

On 22 September 1944, a Berlin directive ordered the Division to dispatch a
battlegroup to Slovakia.? Six days later, on 28 September, another Berlin directive
ordered the entire Division into Slovakia.* Bul two days before, on 26 September,
a battlegroup was enroute.’ Because the order of 22 September specified that the
battlegroup was to be composed of a reinforced battalion, the 29th Regiment's 3rd
Infantry Battalion was utilized. In turn, this battalion was augmented with a bat-
tery of light artillery, two anti-tank platoons, two platoons of sappers, a signal/
communications platoon and a supply section.” With a combined strength of 900
soldiers under the command of 47-year-old SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Karl “Papa™
Wildner,* Kampfgruppe “Wildner’s™ mission was to advance into Slovakia, and in
the vicinity of the cities of Banska Bystrica and Zvolen, clear its region of any
communist insurgency. Because Wildner was a beloved leader and a commander
whose men “would follow him to hell,” no objections were ever voiced against
“Papa™ Wildner.

Prior 1o the battlegroup’s departure on 26 September, the 26th’s Regimental
commander, 58-Standartenfithrer Dern, assembled the group in & massed forma-
tion and spoke to them.

In his speech, Dern stated: “In Slovakia, a communist uprising has occurred.
Your families, evacuated during the Bolshevik occupation of Galicia, are being
slaughtered by Slovakian and Muscovite communists, They must be destroyed,
Already, elements of the German forces are fighting. Our Division must assist by
dispatching one reinforced battalion.™

Departing from Debica’s railway station, the battlegroup passed through
Slovakia's capital city of Bratislava in the night hours of 28 September. By the
afternoon of 29 September, Kampfgruppe Wildner had successfully disembarked
in Slovakia’s Zemianske-Kostolany’s railway station and, with the order of “Gentle-
men, we will now proceed to the village of Pizla!” Wildner's battlegroup immedi-
ately commenced itls operations. As previously in the Northwestern Ukraine in
February/March 1944, the Kampfgruppe moved together as one unit. At no time
did it occupy a permanent location or establish a base camp. Because the lessons
learned in the Northwestern Ukraine were still fresh, the posted guards and
battlegroup scouts maintained a strong vigilance.
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and if a solid officer and NCO leadership core could somehow have been estab-
lished by either bringing in additional officer’s and NCOs from the outside, or by
establishing a leadership core from those inside, or both, a second Ukrainian Divi-
sion could have been raised. But (as also verified by Krokhmaliuk), although in
the beginning of 1945 many German divisions had a personnel strength of at best
8,000 (and in many cases even fewer), it was still mmpossible to convert the 8,000
strong Training and Replacement Regiment into a division. This was attributable
to the fact that in the beginning of January 1945, the Wehrkreis military systems
bcg.a.n o be overrun. This prevented the 8,000 from undergoing a 14-16 weck
!)enod of solid training. Although the men were attired in military clothing, were
1ssued helmets and were armed with rifles and some machineguns, the Training
and Replacement Regiment lacked heavier weapons and much requisite equip-
ment. Such disadvantages thus prevented the regiment from being properly orga-
nized further into respective unita (i.e., a fusilier battalion, anti-tank battation, com-
munications battalion, etc.). As a result, the Training and Replacement Regimem —
in near divisional strength — never evolved into a division.®

For any type of military force to be mobile, even a foot marching infantry
force, some kind of transport is required. Since it was not possible to move the
brunt of the Division’s 22,000 men by rail,* the Division would have to execute its
move on fool. But even if on foot, much of the Division’s materie] would need to
be transported; additionally, if casualties were incurred, any wounded, injured, or
ill personne] would need transport. And because the Division’s march was in itself
amilitary operation, proper transport was required.

To conduct a safe and expeditious move, Divisional staff and movement’s
pf:rsonnel estimated that approximately 100 extra horse drawn wagons and an ad-
dlli.onal 800-200 horses would be required.** Although the Division had some trucks
(primarily light trucks), the bulk of its heavy weaponry and equipment, along with
the Division’s extra arms, ammunition, food supplies, etc., would have to be pulied
by animal power. True, the Division’s soldiers would carry some of the materiel.
But horses would be needed to carry most of the materiel and haul wagons. Unfor-
tunately for the Division, at Brody the Division had lost most of its horses, wagons
an.d trucks. And it was difficult to replace the needed animals and transport.® While
itis true that in the anti-guerrilla operations a number of horses were secured from
the insurgents, in the end more animals, as well as wagons and motorized trans-

port, was required.

According to Heike “in all, about 1600 horses and more than 300 hundred
wagons [in addition to those already within the Division] had been willful ly requi-
sitioned, or nearly 800 horses and 150 wagons more than had been deemed neces-
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sary by the norms set by staff.” In the end, “the Division returned more than 200
horses and 100 wagons.™
In his memoirs, Heike claims that despite the *norms set by [Divisional] staff,
nearty 800 additional horses” were secured.® But, unfortunately, Heike failed to
provide a figure for the number of horses the Division had prior to searching for
and requisitioning additional horses. Keeping in mind that in mid-January 1945
the Division had approximately 14,000 soldiers and a further 8,000 in its Training
and Replacement Regiment,” and that this strength was virtually all centered around
foot marching formations, with the bulk of its wagons, artillery, and heavy equip-
ment pulled by horses, than no less than 3,000 horses and/or mules were required.
It is interesting — and important — to note that although Heike faults requisitioners
for obtaining nearly 800 extra horses and 150 wagons, Heike also states *“the Divi-
sion returned more than 200 horses and 100 wagons.”%
So the guestion 1s such: if certain individuals did requisition so many “more”
and “additional” horses and wagons, why were not all of the 800 horses, and 150
wagons, returned? Does the possibility exist that Divisional staff itself originally
miscalculated the number of horses and wagons required? Were they aware of
how many animals altogether were in the Division? The fact that nearly 600 horses
and 50 wagons were retained clearly demonstrated that extra transport was re-
quired; after all, 600 additional horses and 50 additiona] wagons can move much.
Again, it must be remembered that at Brody, the Division lost virtually all of its
horses, wagons and its limited number of trucks that were committed. As the
Division’s survivors returned to their Neuhammer home base, they discovered there
only a limited number of horses, wagons, and trucks. During the anti-guerrilla
operations a sizable number of “Red” horses were seized, but many of these ani-
mals were in pitiful condition. While of course Dr. Kishko and his veterinarian
company succeeded in nursing some of the animals back into proper condition, the
remaining horses which could not be restored to army standards were simply pro-
vided for the local populace’s civilian use. Were Heike, Freitag and the other Divi-
sional staff personnel awarc of this? And if so, were they notifying higher com-
mand of the urgency of transport needs? Or aggressively seeking animal and
wheeled transport? As acknowledged years later by Yuriy Krokhmaliuk “horses,
as well as all other forms of transport, was needed and sought.”® And the fact that
nearly 600 horses and additional wagons were retained clearly indicates that some-
thing was inconsistent with the Divisional staff’s original estimates and that per-
haps, the Division’s veterinarian 4C section and its veterinarian company were
aware of the true picture, whereas Divisional command was not. Undoubtedly, the
Division’s practical necessities and not (as expressed by Heike), greed, were the
factors motivating the requisitioners.
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occurred because the German commander was mostly responsible for what had
transpired. Heike then thoroughly briefed the soldicrs on what they failed to know;
the Division’s mission, its aspirations, that Germany’s High Command had offi-
cially recognized the formation and any other units (such as the Volyn battalion)
that were to be attached to it, and that the Division was now permiited to wear its
national insignia, Satisfied that they would not be harmed, and at last fully under-
standing what was occurring as well as their role within the Division, the soldiers
fell in and marched back to the Division. Once within the formation, the Volyn
Battalion was dissolved and its members, incorporated into the Division, proved
to be capable soldiers.®

In addition to the so-calied Volyn Battalion, an increasing number of Ukrai-
nian troops found throughout the various districts and armies of the rapidly-col-
lapsing Third Reich, began to look upon the Division as a haven. For the most part,
these men only sought to enter the Division for reasons of safety and refuge.®

Unfortunately for the Division, much of the incoming personnel would create
problems. In addition to the fact that many of the men were untrained, and their
sympathies and loyalties were of questionable nature, the backgrounds of a num-
ber of these men was also of a duhious nature,

Every repressive system has its repressive institutions, And by no means was
Nazi Germany an exception. Well before 1948, it was known within the Division
that concentration camps existed because some members of the Division had pre-
viously been incarcerated within the camps, while others learned of the camps
from German and non-German personnel. Since knowledge of the daily routines
of these camps was kept secret from the general military and cavilian population,
the Division’s personnel, as most Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS soldiers, had no de-
tailed knowledge of the camp’s location, where the extermination centers existed:
the routines of these camps, and so forth. Regardless, within each facility German
and foreign personnel were found. And as the Allied armies pressed toward Ger-
many and began to approach the camps, its personnel began to flee.

At this time, the Ukrainian units (such as the Division), “no doubt tended to
act as magnets to lost and stray Hiwis, Schutsmannschaft personnel, Ostarbeiter,
Oastsoldaten, POW’s, refugees, emigres, and others™ As well, the possibility
now arose that any Ukrainian (or for that matter any Eastern European) concentra-
tion camp personnel found within the camps would also atternpt to use the Divi-
sion as an escape valve.

According to Yuriy Krokhmaliuk, Ukrainian officers were fully aware of this.
To counter the dangerous possibility that ex-concentration personnel would seek
to enter the Division or its Training and Replacement Regiment, on more than one
occasion Ukrainian staff officcrs expressed their concerns to keep any former con-
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centration camp personnel out of the Division, or any of its sub-elements. Regard-
ing this matter, Divisional staff relented to this request.

Although various factors could be cited for excluding former ex-concentra-
tion camp personnel, the most important reasons were based on military, political,
and morale factors.

From a military viewpoint, most conceniration camp personnel were militar-
ily untrained. Because at this time military Wehrkreis® were being overrun, the
Division was on the move, and war time shortages were sctiing in, it would be
difficult — if not impossible — to properly train, arm, and equip such personnel.

As fortraining such personnel, Krokhmaliuk himself stated that in many cases
it would have been very difficult, and sometimes even impossible, to effectively
train such men because a number of them were physically and/or mentally unfit
for military service; hence, their incorporation into the slave system. Among them
were the very young, the overaged, and the physically and mentally unfit. There
were also those who ended up in the concentration camp system because they
were cowards who feared front-line service; some were sadists and some were
failures in life who now had a valve through which to vent their personal anger,
jealousy, and frustration on innocent beings. Needless to say, such depraved indi-
viduals would not be able to undergo the rigors of proper military training, and
realistically speaking, would have been totally useless for any kind of professional
military force.

Politically, the Ukrainians always dreamed for the day when the Division would
break away from its sponsors. Since, ideologically, the Division was fighting solely
to improve the conditions of Ukrainians both in and beyond Galicia, any associa-
tion with Nazi concentration camp personnel could reflect close ties with the sin-
ister deeds of the Third Reich. By now, it was obvious that Nazi Germany would
Tose the war. And in the ensuing discussions with allied military and political lead-
ers, it would be difficult for the Division to adequately explain its true intent, its

exact role, and the nature of its “collaboration” if concentration camp personnel
were found within the Division’s ranks.

Morally, a number of the Division’s personnel had not only experienced Ger-
man incarceration, but they still had immediate or distant family members or close
friends in various Nazi prisons and the remaining concentration camps. By plac-
ing ex-concentration camp personnel among the Division’s soldiers (especially
among those sympathetic to Bandera), ill fcelings, possibly resulting in confliets,
would have arisen. And with the incorporation of a criminal element. soldierly
trust, always critical for a unit, would diminish while crime, previously
unproblematic, would increase. And whenever crime and conflicts arise in a unit,
consequently morale, pride, and cobesiveness collapse.
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ago.” Cominuing on, the Fihrer asked “how strong is the Ukrainian Division?”
Informed by Goehler that “T'll find out again,” as Hitler waited for an answer he
stated “either the outfit is trustworthy or its not trustworthy. I can’t organize units
in Germany because I don’t have any weapons. It’s just insanity for me to give
weapons to & Ukrainian Division which isn’t quite trustworthy. I'd rather take
their weapons away and raise a new German division. Because I suppose they are
splendidly armed, better armed than most of the German divisions we are raising
today.”

Upon returning to the conference, Goehler was asked by Hitler “so what is
this Galician Division anyway? Is that the same thing as the Ukrainian Division?”
But before Goehler could respond, General Borgmann replied “I can’t say.” In
response, Hitler immediately replied “there’s always a Galician Division floating
arcund. Is that the same as the Ukrainian Division? Because if that [division] is
made up of Austrian Ruthenians, the only thing 1o do is to take their weapons away
itmmediately. The Austrian Ruthenians were pacifists. They were lambs, not wolves,
They were miserable, even in the Austrian Army. This is just self-delusion. Now, is
this Ukrainian Division the same thing as the so-called Galician Division?”

In response to Hitler’s inquiry, Goehler provided an answer. However, his
answer was not correct when he stated “No, the Galician is the 30th, the Ukrainian
is the 14th. The 30th is being rested, I believe in Slovakia.”

“Where did it fight?” asked Hitler. “The 30th, the Galician,” replied Goehler,
“was originally committed in the Tarnow sector, and hasn’t been committed since.”
And DeMaiziere added “the division was committed in the area of the Ist Panzer
Army during the battles around Lvov. At that time, it was atiached to, 1 believe, the
13th Corps and suffered the encirclement, and only some parts of the division
came back. As far as I know, it hasn't been used since,”

In a questioning but actually more of an implicit manner, Hitler remarked
“and they've been resting ever since? Do they have weapons?”

Once again, Gochler stated *T'll have 10 check on that.” Continuing on, Hitler
said “we can’t afford a joke like this while I don’t have enough weapons 1o equip
other divisions. That’s ridiculous.”

In response to Hitler’s question, Goehler replied “the Ukrainian Division has
a table-of-organization strength of 11,000, but an actual strength of 14,000.™ And
when Hitler asked “why more actual strength than the T/O strength?” Goehler
answered “probably they got more volunteers than the T/O allowed them.”

But then Hitler’s concern terned to the division’s arms and equipment when
he asked “and the equipment?” But as previously before, Gochler gave an im-
proper response when he informed Hitler “they gave a large part of their equip-
ment to the 18th SS {Horst Wessel] Division.”
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Unsatisfied with Goehler’s reply, Hitler stated “but if they are ready for com-
bat now, they must have weapons again. I don’t want to insist that you can’t do
anything with these foreigners. Something could be done with them, but it takes
time. If youhave them for six or ten years, and if you govern their home territories,
as the old Habsburg monarchy did, then they will become good soldiers, of course.
But if you get the men, and their homelands on the side — why should they fight at
all? They are susceptible to every piece of propaganda. I assume that there are still
very strong German elements among them.”

At this time, Goehler submitted such a report — “they have tbe following weap-
ons: 2,100 pistols, 610 submachine guns, 9,000 rifles, 70 rifles with telescopic
sights, 65 automalic rifles MP-43, 434 light machine guns, 96 heavy machine guns,
58 light mortars, 4 heavy mortars — “ interrupting Goehler, Hitler stated “you could
equip two divisions with that.” Continuing on, Goehler added “22 flamethrowers,
1 medium AT gun, 11 75mm AT guns, 17 light infantry howitzers, 3 heavy infantry
howitzers M-33, 9 37mm AA guns, 37 light field howitzers, 6 heavy field howit-
zers.”

Unable to say anymore, and unsure of what the Ukrainian Division was, Hitler
statcd I must know what this division is worth. I'want 1o speak to the Reichsfithrer
right away tomorrow. He’s in Berlin anyway. We have 10 investigate exactly what
we can expect of a unit like that. If one can’t expect anything, there is no sense to
it. We can’t afford the luxury of keeping units like that.™

‘Whether Hitler ever did speak to Himmler about this maiter is not known, but
it appears that no further discussions cver arose.

Of course, the information provided to Hitler was not entirely accurate. And
had Hitler known the true facts, perhaps his anger and consequently his non-sensical
illogical order o disarm the Division, would have never arisen,

While it is true that in the aftermath of Brody the Division was primarily
involved in reforming and training, by no means was the entire Division kept to-
tally out of action. Aside from establishing severa! battlegroups which played major
roles in suppressing the Moscow-inspired communist revolt in Czechoslovakia,
other battlegroups were utilized as “fire” units during periods of emergencies to
reinforce some critical sector of the Eastern front to contain a Soviet attack and
breakout. And during such operations, the Division’s troops never swayed from a
difficult mission or assignment. To the utmost, they performed their front-line du-
ties and responsibilities. And on more than one occasion, their deeds were ac-
knowledged and their valor was honored. Of course, this was not only neted by a
number of senior military men but also by Heinrich Himmler, as evidenced in a
personal discussion in March 1945 with his private physician, Dr. Felix Kersten.

A Finnish citizen of Estonian origin, Kersten was a cosmopolitan masseur
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more advantageous position, General Harteneck, who commanded the 1st Cavalry
Corps. re-established himself in the Ukrainian Division’s headquarters. But as the
battle was waging, General Freitag became unnerved, lost his personal control
and, as previously at Brody during a critical moment, announced to the corps gen-
eral his resignation.

Angered by Freitag's inefficiency and irresponsible behavior, the Corps gen-
eral not only refused his resignation, but after reprimanding Freitag, ordered Freitag
to remain at his post. Side-by-side with the cavalry troops, the Ukrainian soldiers
continued the battle. For several hours the battle swayed back and forth, but in the
end the Soviet advance was halted and the front held.

Itis important to note that throughout much of April, the Ukrainian Division’s
elite fusilier battalion was not with the Division. Because the 1st Cavalry Corps’
23rd Panzer Division was not in full strength and urgently needed reinforcement,
the Ukrainian fusiliers were dispatched to the 23rd Panzer.” Had the 900-plus
fusiliers been with the Division, the possibility exists that the 3rd Cavalry’s rein-
forcements would not have been required;* regardiess, the fusiliers were posted to
Major General Josef von Radowitz’s 23rd Panzer. And during the time the fusiliers
served with von Radowitz in the vicinity of Radkersburg,” the fusiliers served
with distinction. As previously at Brody and in other places, the fusiliers displayed
tremendous aggressiveness and tenacity. Wherever committed, the Ukrainian
fusiliers accomplished their mission and developed a tough reputation not only
within the 23rd Panzer Division, but as well within the entire st Cavalry Corps.
After a period of service, the fusiliers were recalled to their parent Division. Upon
departure, the 23rd Panzer expressed its tremendous gratitude, and von Radowitz
not only exp d his positive ¢« verbally but likewise, a letter of appre-
ciation was forwarded to the Division and the headquarters of the st Cavalry
Corps.#2

Tn mid-April, the Ukrainian Division was transferred from the 2nd Panzer
Army’s 1st Cavalry Corps to General Hermann Balck’s 6th Army;* in turn, the 6th
Army assigned the Division to its 4th SS Panzer Corps, commanded by SS-
Obergruppenfiihrer Herbert Gille. Although officially this was the first time the
Division was placed into the 4th SS Panzer Corps, the Division was well known 1o
the corps because previously, in the fall of 1944, approximatcly 1,000 Divisional
soldiers had served with valor within the 4th SS Panzer Corps’ “Wiking™ Division
at Modlin.*

On 15 April, at approximately 9 p.m., as Freitag and Heike were resting and
cating dinner, a regimental cormmander notified Divisional headquarters by tele-
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phone to report enemy activity along his line; within minutes, the 16th SS
Panzergrenadier Division’s headquarters also called up. Adjacent to the Ukrainian
Division’s right sector, the 16th SS reported that everything was quiet in its entire
sector but it noticed enemy flares and activity to the front of the Ukrainians. Con-
cerned about any dangers, 16th SS inquired as to what was occurring. They were
told to wait.

Suddenly, another call came in, reporting that a strong enemy force was ad-
vancing on the positions covering Gleichenberg castle; simultaneously, numerous
flares, night signals, tracer rounds, small arms fire as well as near and distant ex-
plosions shattered the night’s stillness. Though the situation was not yet totally
clear, Freitag alerted the reserves.

Still another call came in. The 31st Regiment’s commander reported that an
assault group had been repelled in his sector, but the commander of the 29th re-
ported that a Soviet force had penetrated his positions near Gleichenberg's castle;
however, the castle was still held by the regiment’s Ukrainians.

More shells s d in; simul usly, various Divisional sectors reported
enemy activity. Reports poured in that an enemy force in the strength of a rein-
forced company with massive artillery and mortar support had succeeded to rup-
ture through the front and was assaulting the castle from both sides. But although
the enemy force had broken through and had surrounded the castle, the Ukrainian
defense positions centered around the castle were still holding; artillery observers
and grenadiers occupying the castle were also resisting.

Clearly, it was apparent that the various small-scale attacks were diversions
for the main assault force hesieging the castle. But when Divisional headquarters

was informed by aregimental ¢ der that acol k had failed to break-
through and relieve the defenders, Divisional headquarters knew it had to act im-
mediately.

It was of essence that the Division retain the castle and the village of
Gleichenberg. From the plateau and castle, a defender had a commanding view for
many miles and could observe not only the lower elevations of Gleichenberg-
Kogel and Stradner-Kogel, but as well the entire Divisional front line and its rear,
and the defense areas held adjacent to the north and south of the Division by the
other divisions. But most importantly, the entire Soviet front was observed; simply
put, the castle was the main lynch-pin in the Division’s defense.

But as well, there were other critical reasons for maintaining the castle. Be-
side the military factor, there were serious psychological and morale factors. Within
and around the castie, a ber of Ukrainian defenders were continuing to resist.
Although for the moment communication was lost with the encircled defenders,
the constant heavy staceato of gunfire, explosions, and exploding flares revealed
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that the defenders, althcugh outnumbered, were still resisting. And because every-
one knew that if the castle fell any captured defenders would experience only
torture and death, for this reason alone it was just as critical to secure the plateau
and relieve its defenders.

An assault force was formed quickly. Composed of two reserve companies, a
squad of engineers with flamethrowers and anti-tank personnel, the assault force
was accompanied by two artillery spotters. This force was led by the commander
of the Division’s reserve (Field Replacement) battalion.* But as the assault force
moved forward, it encountered those troops who earlier had retired from their
positions; insisting 1o rejoin the batile, these soldiers fell in and reinforced the
assault group.

On 16 April, at 1:28 a.m., the artillery lay down a two minute artillery and
smoke preparation. Careful not to strike the castle, the artillerymen saturated the
overrun positions as well as the approaches to the town of Gleichenberg and the
castle. At exactly 1:30 am., the Ukrainian assault troops attacked. Following a
brief but vicious hand-to-hand battle, the Ukrainians repulsed the Soviets. At 2:00
am,, the commander of the assault force radioed that his objective was secured
and the castle’s defenders had been relieved.

After mid-April, the front was stabilized. Soviet attacks began to diminish,
and those which were launched were considerably weaker. Although a temporary
lull ensued, daily mortar and artillery rounds were still directed against the Divi-
sion, and Soviet snipers posed continuous dangers. Never would Omelian
Kulchyts'kyi forget the whistling sounds of a sniper’s bullet flying by his head as
he ducked and leaped into a ditch for cover, nor would Volodymyr Kozak ever
forget how an enemy grenade landed right in front of his feet and without even
thinking, Kozak picked it up and threw it away as he dove for cover. To maintain a
clear picture of enemy activities, each night Divisional scouts probed for enemy
positions or to secure prisoners while Jong-range reconnaissance teams operated
deep behind enemy lines. In a number of cases, such teams stayed for extensive
periods of time behind Soviet lines.

During its time in Austria, the Division was also visited by various dignitar-
ies. But these visits were not always pleasant. When Wachter visited, Freitag re-
fused to accommodate the former Galician Governor. Possibly the fact that Wachter
and the Ukrainian Military Board had never congratulated Freitag for “achieving™
the coveted Knight's Cross had something to do with this. But with Heike’s inter-
vention, Wachter was accommodated.

On 19 April, Wachter, Colonel Bisanz and Dr. Arlt appeared. But this time,
they were accompanied by a Ukrainian commander, General Pavio Shandruk.%
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Shandruk not only headed the Ukrainian National Committee but by arecent order
of President Livyts'kyi,"” was appointed as Commander-in-Chief of the Ukrainian
Army.

Tremendously interested in the Division, Shandruk visited all of its units, in-
cluding even those on the frontline. Outfitted in a Ukrainian Army uniform, the
Ukrainian general made a strong and favorable appearance. Although morale was
quite high, Shandruk’s visit raised it higher. To maintain contact with the Division,
Shandruk established his quarters within the reserve Training and Replacement
Regiment.

Prior to his visit, Shandruk had planned to rename the Division into the “1st
Ukrainian Division.” As well, he planned to utilize this force as a base for the
formation of the “Ukrainian National Army — U.N.A.” Although previously on 12
November 1944 the Division was officially re-designated from “Galicia™ to “Ukrai-
nian,” many Ukrainians were still unaware of this change and the “Galicia” title
was still used. To rectify this matter once and for all, on 27 April, Shandruk issued
Divisional Order 71 to officially change the Divisions title to “Ist Ukrainian.”* At
this time, the Ukrainians swore a new oath of loyalty to their Ukrainian nation,*
and that same day, General Freitag officially rectified the Division’s name change,
transferring the Division to Shandruk’s Ukrainian National Army. Amongst the
Ukrainian personnel, the German Waffen-SS ranks ceased to exist and Ukrainian
ranks, similar to these utilized by western nations, entered. General Myhailo Krat
was appointed as Divisional commander.®

Because Himmler had previously agreed to transfer the Division to the Ukrai-
nian National Army, no German opposition was experienced and as of 25 April

1945, the Ukrainian Division finally ceased to be a Waffen-SS formation. Until
the conclusion of the war, it belonged to the Ukrainian National Army.
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Formed on 15 March 1945 by Order No. 8, the Ukrainian Army was orga-
nized around two formations — the 1st Ukrainian (formerly “Galicia™) Division
with its Training and Replacement Regiment, and the 2nd Ukrainian.? According
to Shandruk, the UNA reached a strength of 35,000-38,000. but this figure is
difficult to verify. Yet in a letter submitted in the immediate aftermath of World
‘War II to British authorities, the Ukrainian prisoners of war cited such corroborat-
ing information to their captors in regards to the Ukrainian Army:*

“On 17th of March 1945, a solemn declaration was issued by 1ie Com-
mittee which called Ukrainians to fight against the Soviets (only against Sovi-
ets). On the same day the Commander-in-Chief of the Ukrainian Army, ap-
pointed by the Committee, gave detailed instructions about the formation of
the Army.”

At the beginning the Army would have to comprise four divisions:

1) The first one already existing from 1943;

2) the second from reserved groups;

3) the third from armed brigades which were at the front at Gerlitz; and

4) the fourth one from various small ukrainian units which had refused to
fight against Western Powers and therefore, disarmed, werc stationed at
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OPPOSITE TOP: Waffen-Obersturmfithrer Liubomyr Makarushka with members of his 8th Heavy Company, 2nd
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment. For some unexplainable reason, Makarushka is not wearing the Galician lion
emblem on his right collar; however, he appears to be wearing it on his left sleeve, The pictured weapon is an
MG42 Heavy Machine Gun. The camouflaged vehicle is the Amphibious Schwimmwagen or le.PKw.K.2s (light
Panzer Kampfwagen 2nd Model). Each Heavy Company was outfitted with two or three of these light vehicles
which had the capability to cross light and medium rivers with a specially designed propeller-shaft. Of interest to
note is the M1935 Steel Helmet (Stahlhelm 35) worn by the second NCO to Makarushkas right. Although the older
M16 and M18 helmets were effective in World War 1, by the early 1930s these helmets were no longer effective and
popular. Therefore, a new helmet, the M1935, was developed. Tested in mid-1935, its inside contained an M31
leather head protector made from either sheep or goat leather. This helmet contained no ear cutouts or ventilation
lugs but had a higher visor and the rear neck apron and visor sides were shortened. Excluding some very limited
attempts to alter this helmet during World War 11, the M35 remained in the German inventory. Approximately 25
million of these helmets were produced from 1935 to 1945, with the brunt produced between 1939-1943. Approxi-
mately 30,000-32,000 M35 helmets were issued to the “Galicia” Division, its Training and Replacement Regi-
ment, and its four Independent Rifle Regiments. However, in addition to the M35 helmet, some M42 helmets (a
version of the M35), as well as some French and Italian helmets, were found in the Division.

OPPOSITE, BOTTOM: Makarushka pictured with several of his officers and NCOs. Behind the vehicle are a
number of enlisted personnel. Of interest to note are the boots. The leather boot worn by Makarushka, as well as
by the officer to his immediate left (with the Galician Lion patch on his left sleeve) and the NCO with glasses
standing second on the right from Makarushka), are wearing the so-called “jack boot.” Prior to and at the begin-
ning of the war, this boot was the standard boot of the German Army. However, as demonstrated in this and many
other photographs, an ankle type of boot was also worn. This boot was actually a British Army boot widely utilized
in North Africa and the Mediterranean region. With the German capture of Tobruk in June 1942, a tremendous
number of these boots were located in warehouses and tens of thousands of pairs were shipped back to Germany.
Because the boot was very comfortable, caused far fewer foot injuries, and with one or two pairs of woolen socks
was an ideal late spring, summer and fall boot, it was issued in place of the jack boot. Every officer, NCO, and
soldier in the “Galicia” Division was issued this boot. As for the highly polished jack boots worn by some of the
Divisions officers and NCOs, it was primarily worn at functions such as graduations and special affairs. If worn
in combat, it was solely by an officers or NCOs discretion. Most of the Divisions soldiers which deployed to Brody
actually wore the British army boot.

Wachter in discussion with some of the Divisions volunteers. Lviv. May, 1944. It appears that Colonel Bisanz is on
the left side of Wachter.
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Five members of the “Galicia” Division in Heidelager. Winter, 1943-1944. Four of the pictured soldiers are
wearing the M35 steel helmet. A close examination of the helmet worn by the second soldier from the left reveals
the slanted “SS” black runes on a white patch. On 12 August 1935, Order I AJO I No. 013570, was issued by the
Chief of the SS-Headquarters Berlin. This order designated that a shield with the SS runes in a lightning pattern
was to be placed on the right side of the helmet and a swastika on a shield was to be placed on the left side of the
helmet. (Silver SS runes on black shields were initially introduced for wear on 23 February 1934). However, the
1935 order was countermanded by the Order of 1 November 1943 Verordnungsblatt der Waffen-SS, 4. J ahrgang,
Berlin, 1.11.1943, Nr. 21, Z. 402, which forbade any further wear of the SS runes. Yet numerous Pphotographs
reveal that until the conclusion of the war, many Waffen-SS soldiers from various formations continued to wear
helmets with the slanted SS runes on the right side. And certain photographs also reveal that on occasion, Divi-
sional soldiers painted the Ukrainian Trident national symbol on the right side of their helmets. This was, of
course, done without authorization because as of date, no orders or documents exist to verify that the Trident
symbol was to be utilized. But the most interesting find as of date occurred in the early 1980s near the town of
Myslenice, in the vicinity of Cracow, Poland. While cleaning out a barn, a woman discovered a World War Il
German helmet. On its right side are the SS runes. But on the left side a well made metallic dark blue shield decal
with a gold rampant lion and three ducal crowns are pictured. Of course, the helmet posed no interest to her. But
some family member became very interested in it and took it to a local Polish Army Reserve unit. In due time, the
helmet was brought to the military museum in London, England, where curators and military experts verified that
the helmet is an authentic M42 (slight variation of the M35) helmet. British experts also confirmed that the metal-
lic shield was an unofficial shield since no order was ever issued for the creation of such a shield. As for who
designed the lion shield, it is believed that either a private jeweler or an artist with an ability to work with metal
designed the shield for a relative or friend serving in the “Galicia” Division. Of course, such a find is rare and the
value of this helmet is in the thousands of dollars.












tached from German service to be utilized as a nucleus for the proposed army,
front-line events never permitted the Division to be withdrawn from the front.
In reality, until the very end, the Ist Ukrainian Division remaincd within the

German army.
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The Final Days of the 1st Ukrainian
Division

On 2 or 3 May, General Balek called for a conference. All senior ranking
commanders, higher adjutants, and chiefs-of-staff were ordered to attend. Assem-
bling his commanders, Balck informed them that it was his belief that positive
results would yet ensue. He also gave instructions to various commanders, ordered
an intensification of long-range reconnaissance activities, and stated that for the
moment enough fuel and ammunition, as well as supplies, were assured. In re-
gards to the Ukrainian Division, Balck praised it, and urged it to continue its mis-
sion. But those who attended the meeting remained skeptical, and were not satis-
fied with Balck's military assessment — some even totally disbelieved him.!

By now, the western allies were advancing in Western Austria.? Fueled by
false rumors that an exceptionally strong Nazi redoubt hideout was located some-
where in Austria, the Allies were determined to rapidly overrun Austria to prevent
any Nazi fanatics from maintaining a hold anywhere on the European continent.?

On 6 May, another conference was held at the 4th SS Panzer Corps Headquar-
ters. To his assembled commanders, Gille proclaimed that Germany’s fate was
sealed, and that it appeared a surrender was imminent. That same day, General
Balck again summoned his commanding personnel. He informed them that Ger-
many would surrender, and that in an effort to avoid the capture of both the Ger-
man and forcign units, commencing on 7 May, the 6th Army’s front would disen-
gage from the Soviets and retire as quickly as possible to the west and into the
hands of the Americans and British
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This offensive would also be undertaken to place the Soviets closer to the Galician
capital city of Lviv prior to the spring thaw.

On 5 March, Soviet guerrillas struck the town of Zbarazh, located approxi-
mately 12 miles northeast of Ternopil. Undoubtedly, this guerrilla attack was coor-
dinated by the Sovict 1st Ukrainian Front to suppon an offensive in Ternopil’s
vicinity, which had begun on the previous day of 4 March.

Although Zbarazh was defended by the 4th Regiment’s 3rd Battalion, the bai-
talion offered a very weak resistance.* Rushing into the town, the Soviet guerrillas
guickly secured it. Prior to this attack, Divisional staff officer Yuriy Krokhmaliuk
(who at this time was also a member of the Military Board), arrived to meet with
the battalion’s personnel. But Krokhmaliuk’s stay was very short. Under grave
danger from incoming guerrilla fire, Krokhmaliuk, along with a number of other
3rd Battalion staff and linc personnel, quickly boarded a moving train in Zbarazh's
railway and succeeded in escaping to Ternopil.

Although Yuriy's brother Roman cites in his book “that Zbarazh fell after a
short battle to communist guerrillas,™ realistically speaking, there was no “short
battlc.” The truth of the matter is that the Ukrainian defense collapsed rapidly. And
unlike further to the northwest where an element from Kampferuppe “Beyersdorft™
had been ambushed but then reacted swiftly and effectively to counter a sizable
Soviet guerrilla force and, in the process, succeeded in repulsing and inflicting a
heavy loss upon the guerrillas, none of this happened at Zbarazh. At Zbarazh, the
battalion was quickly routed. Those who were not immediately killed or captured
scattered in various directions. In the following days, straggler control picked up a
number of its personnel, however, some of the men who hailed from the region,
returned to their homes.” Undoubtedly, they were overcome with shame and dis-
gust by their poor performance.

Some have alleged that when the Soviet guerrillas struck, they struck in supe-
rior strength. Undoubtedly, this is true. And the Soviets surely had a thorough
knowledge of the lay of the town. But it must be taken into consideration that the
battalion, which had arrived at least four or five days earlier, could have — and
actually should have — within just one or two days. organized a sufficient defense
to not only repulse an insurgent force but indeed, a conventional attack. And if one
also takes into consideration that following the guerrilla attack no immediate and
concentrated counteratiack was undertaken by either the 3rd Battalion’s or 4th
Regiment’s headquarters to retake the town, and that on the castern front numect-
ous instances occurred were superior sized Soviet guerrilla units were repulsed by
smaller —but ably lead — forces, and instances also arose were first-rate units (such
as demonstrated in Slovakia by Kampfgruppe “Wildner” which never fought de-
fensively but always offensively) succeeded in repulsing numerically superior forces
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in well-fortified positions, than obviously, it is clear that serious problems contin-
ued to exist within the 4th Regiment. So the question remains: what went wrong?

As is always the case when such a military disaster oceurs, a number of fac-
tors may be identified. To begin with, communication equipment shortages, such
as cited in the 3 February 1944 dispatch to Berlin's main Ordnungspolizei head-
quarters, played a role in establishing poor communications. Inadequate intelli-
gence, coupled with weak and ineffective outlying cbservation and warning posts,
as well as equipment shortages, also played a factor. But most importantly, the
lack of sclid training (in some cases no training whatsoever), in addition to a weak
and ineffective German officer and NCO corps, were the primary contributing
factors in the swift and sudden disaster, Months later, this was evidenced by an
account written by one of the 4th Regiments survivors —grenadier Vasil Petrovskyi.?

From the manner in which Petrovskyi's account was written, it appears that a
report was requested by higher command. In turn, this report was probably sub-
mitted to either the Division’s intelligence or some investigative personnel (or
possibly both), who wanted to determine as best as possible what had occurred
within the 4th Regiment during the days of February-March 1944. In submitting
his report, Petrovskyi gave a somewhat detailed view of his background and of the
events leading to his service in the Ternopil vicinity.

Born on 28 September 1920 in Yamnitz, Stanislav district, Petrovskyi was a
law student in his fourth year in Lviv when, on 29 July 1943, he enlisted into the
S8 Division “Galicia.” Shortly afterward, he was dispatched to the Ferschweiler
Barracks in Trier’s vicinity for recruit and NCO training, where he remained until
15 January 1944, Afterwards, he was dispatched to Mastricht, Holland, for further
training. But because his regiment was ordered eastward, Petrovskyi was not there
very long. Sometime in the first half of February 1944, Petrovskyi was transferred
to Zbarazh, Galicia. Posted to the 10th Company he served within the 3rd Baital-
ion, 4th Volunteer Regiment.

After a stay of approximaiely three or four days in Zbarazh, Petrovskyi's com-
pany entered what he termed as a “resistance point” at Dobrovogi, located in the
vicinity of Zbarazh, where frequent encounters with guerrillas occurred.

On 28-29 February, two platoons from the 10th Company, and cne platoon
from the 9th, along with a “panzer one” (undoubtedly either a German 1ank or a
command vehicle of some type), traveled to Lopushna, a village located within
Volyn and described by Petrovskyi as “Hell!™ Soviet armor was encountered and
casualtics were heavy; one squad alone (from an unidentified platoon and com-
pany), lost 6 soldiers. Petrovskyi claimed the men had no anti-armor weaponry
with which to engage the advancing enemy armor. A retreat ensued to Zbarazh,
Arriving to Zbarazh on 1 March 1944 at approximately 10 o’clock (Petrovskyi

377









Galicia Division

Regimental Staff — Lager der Ordn. Pol. in Aldershorst b/Gotenhafen;
1st Battalion — Gotenhafen;

2nd Battalion — Lager der Ordn. Pol. in Thorn;

3d Bautalion — Umsiedlungslager Kaslin.

The order designated SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Lechtaler, a police commander,
as regimental commander. As with the 4th Regiment, the Sth Regiment's* training
and administrative cadre was to be provided by the disbanded 32nd German police
Rifle Regiment’s 1s1 Battalion,

On 20 July 1943, a Berlin directive addressed to several commanders, includ-
ing Danzig’s Ordnungspolizei’s Headquarters, ordered the 5th Regiment to be dis-
patched to Gdansk (Danzig). The order’s date stated 16 July 1943; however, it was
not specific as to the locations ?

But that same day (20 July), a somewhat lengthy 12-page “quickbrief” was
addressed to numerous Higher SS and Police leaders throughout Europe.® Signed
by Winkelmann, the order covered many areas, and was addressed to various units
— both Galician and non-Galician,”

In regard to the 5th Regiment, the 20 July directive revealed more details. To
begin with, the directive specified that the 5th Regiment would be organized in the
same manner as the 4th, and as with the latter, cadre personnel from the 32nd
Police Rifle Regiment would beutilized. As previously with the 5 July directive,SS-
Obersturmbannfithrer Lechtaler was identified as the regiment’s commander.®
Reverend Ivan Durbak was the regimental chaplain,’

Although the 5 July directive revealed where the regiment was to be posted,
the 20 July directive also cited a location. But unlike the 5 July directive, the 20
July directive cited a slightly different location. According to the update “the regi-
ment was to be posted within Prussia, Germany, in the Danzig vicinity, under
Danzig’s high command, in the following locations:

Regimental Staff — Lager der OP. in Adlershorst by Gotenhafen;
1st Battalion — Lager der OP. in Adlershorst by Gotenhafen;
2nd Battalion — Lager der OP. in Thorn;

3rd Battalion — Lager der OP. in Aldershorst b. Gotenhafen.

The directive also specified that a number of the 32nd Regiment’s weapon

specialists would be utilized. The 32nd’s disbanded medical (sanitation) person-
nel, along with their medical supplies, would also be attached to the 5th Regiment.
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Although the 32nd’s staff would conduct the transport of the recruits, Lublin’s
17th 88 Police Regiment’s 3rd Battalion would assist with the transport.

Because by this time the Ordnungspolizei had entirely ceased to be a fully
mechanized force, horse transport would be utilized.'* Thus, the directive also stated
that a veterinary specialist (undisclosed) would be sent to Lemberg (Lviv) to see
Dr. Magerl, a veterinarian located on 9 Balonova St. The iwoe men would deter-
mine the needs of the veterinary unit. In regard to this, Winkelmann requested that
be be informed as to what would be arranged.

Regarding pay, the 20 July directive stated that the regiment’s recruits would
receive the same amount of money which would be paid out to the German fami-
lies. However, the money would be granted through specially designated bank
accounts. The directive also addressed the unit’s numerous needs, and listed the
numbers of various different pieces of equipment (such as field kitchens, commu-
nication equipment, flare pistols, compasses, gas masks, shovels, wire cutters, axes,
etc.), to be provided to the regimental staff and various battalions. In a number of
cases, such as with the ficld kitchens, it appears that eight ficld kitchens would
suffice. But in other areas, an examination of the lists reveals shortages did pre-
vail.

In regard to small-arms weapons, the directive specified the Sth’s 1st Battal-
ion would receive the arms and equipment of the 32nd Police Rifle Regiments 1st
Battalion. But for the regiment’s 2nd and 3rd Battalions, as well as its engineer
platoon, the 20 July directive specified the following:

Engineer
Platoon 2nd Bn 3rd Bn
Staff 5-7Co’s Staff 9-11 Co’s

Light MG 08/15" 3 - 36 - 36
Carbine
(Karabiner akp,ty)* 30 71 396 (! 396
P08 Pistols (Luger) 3 6 39 6 39
7.65mm pistols"” 6 12 78 12 78
Submachine gun 4 2 48 2 48
Flare pistol™ 2 2 18 2 18
Rifles 84/98 41 B3 537 83 537

From the ammunition roster, one finds this issue:"
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Such was the case in the East Prussian region of Deutsche Elau when a Ger-
man police major suddenly appeared and informed the assembled Ukraiman men
that every healthy male between the ages of 18 to 30 years was “now going to be
mobilized into the German army and as soldiers, would be dispatched 1o France to
battle French terrorists!”

Amongst those mobilized, there were mixed feelings. While on one hand there
was jubilation because initially, the prospect of military service seemed to offer
some haven from forced labor and a condition of limited freedom, on the other
hand, the Ukrainians did not savor the idea of being pitied against a nation toward
whom they harbored no enmity. But then, as every Ukrainian knew, France was
also fighting to liberate itself from Nazi rule. So in the event they were deployed to
France, perhaps the Ukrainians could desert to the French underground. But be-
cause by now every Ukrainian had heard of the “Galicia” Division, it was hoped
(and actually believed) that sooner or later, the drafted soldiers would be chan-
neled into their Division.

Through various channels, the Ukrainian Central Commitiee, as well as
Galicia’s Military Board, learned of this forced mobilization. Concerned about the
fate of these young men, and strongly opposed to the usage of Ukrainians in any of
Nazi Germany’s pacification operations (as well as to the use of any Ukrainian
personnel within European nations with whom, historically speaking, the Ukraini-
ans had no quarrel), the UCC, as well as representatives of the Military Board,
strongly protested this forced mohilization.

With their complaints falling on deaf ears, the UCC, along with the various
other committees, appealed directly to the Germans to divert the Ukrainian man-
power into the “Galicia™ Division itself. The UCC was not only concerned about
the danger of Ukrainian males being utilized for an unproductive and unworthy
non-Ukrainian cause but, also, that the Ukrainians would be minimally armed,
poorly trained, and strictly under unsympathetic — and even brutal - German lead-
ership. Therefore, the UCC strove instead to channel the Ukrainians into the Divi-
sion, where better arms, equipment, training and leadership were the guaranteed
norm,

But ultimately, nothing positive was gained. On 2 February 1944, the Ukrai-
nians commenced some form of training in East Prussia. After a training period of
approximately six months,’ Nebeliuk stated that the Ukrainians were incorporated
into the 30th Infantry Division’s* 1st Regiment’s 3rd Battalion* Although at this
time the 30th Division contalned a number of Balts, Russians and even Cossacks,
Nebeliuk writes that Ukrainians comprised the entire 1st Regiment’s 3rd Infantry
Battalion.® But when it came to leadership, the battalion’s entirc officer and NCO
leadership was composed of German personnel, with the exception of one Ukrai-
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nian officer, Lev Hlobda (who actually was more of a spokesman rather than as a
military leader).

Detached from the 30th Infantry, the Ukrainian battalion was deployed west-
ward. In mid-September 1944, it entered Eastern France in the vicinity of Belfort.”
But as the battalion neared this eastern French city,® the sudden sound of a massive
explosion by saboteurs halted for the moment all further railway movement.

In the ensning delay, as railway personnel repaired the damage, Major Hioba
appealed to the battalion’s Germans leadership to release the five innocent French
civilians who, in the aftermath of the explosion, were swept up to be shot as a
reprisal. Hioba successfully convinced the Germans that nothing positive would
be gained by execution and the five civilians were released.’ Following the repair
of the railway system, the Ukrainians were moved deeper into France, and posted
into the vicinity of the Confrancon Forest.

In this area, the village of Confrancon was located. Although seemingly an
unimportant village not far from the Swiss-German borders, a critical road system
was found in its area which connected to a series of roads to the main Paris-Basle
highway system. In the event of any efforts to dispatch reinforcements to central,
southern or northwestern France, or in the event of any withdrawal, Confrancon’s
road system would play a major role.

But it was also within this forested area that a Maquis unit was operating.
Realizing the dangers of any insurgent interdictions, the Germans decided 1o, once-
and-for all, destroy the Maquis threat. To accomplish this mission, a German
Wehrmache officer, Major Hanenstein, who commanded the Ukrainian batialion,
was dispatched to establish order.

Through spies, agents, and Magquis intelligence, allied intelligence learned of
these “Russians.” But by now, allied intelligence was fully aware of the fact thata
number of foreign personnel, including Russian deserters from the German army,
were also operating within the Magquis ranks. In an effort to determine the intri-
cacy of the situation, and to further develop an intelligence gathering center in
eastern/southeastern France, America’s Office of Strategic Services (OSS), de-
cided to insert a five-man team in September 1944 into Southeastern France. '

Headed by Licutenant-Colonel Walter “Wally” Booth, the team consisted of
Michael Burke, a well-known University of Pennsylvania football player, two
French army officers, and Lieutenant Walter Kuzmyk, an American paratrooper of
Ukrainian descent who hailed from Boston, Massachusetts, and who previously
had parachuted into Normandy on D-Day, 6 Tune 1944, with the 101st “Screaming
Eagles™ Airborne Division. Kuzmyk, who claimed a proficiency in the Russian
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At no time did the orgamzation of the “Galicia” Division begin after a speech by the Lufiwaffe Marshall
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4. Kubiyovych, Visti, No. 3. 1963, p. 10.

5. One such letier was presented to the Nuremberg Court on Wednesday, 12 December 1945, by Mr. Thomas |
Dodd, Executive Trial Counsel for the United States, during the continuing trial of Poland's ex-Governor General,
Hans Frank. This lengthy lettes, classified m Document Number 1526-PS, USA-178 was, according 1o Prosecutor
Deodd, written by the Chaitman of the Ukrainian Main (Central) Commuttee at Cracow on 25 February 1943, (Sce
IMT, Vol. 3, p. 416). Reading the document's English translation and beginming with the second paragraph on the third
page of the English teat (the same passage may be found in Kubiyovych’s original text on page 2, paragraph 5), Mr.
Dodd guoted. *"The general nervousness is still further increased by the wrong methods of labor mobilization which
have been used more and more frequently, in recent months. The wild and ruthless manhunt is practiced everywhere
in towas and counlry, in streets, squares, stations, even in churches, as well as at night in homes, has shaken the
feeling of security of the inhabitams. Every manis exposed 1o the danger of being seized suddenly and unexpectedly.
anywhere and at any time, by the police, and brought inte an assembly camp, None of his relatives knows what has
happened to him, and only weeks or months latet one or another gives news of his fate by a postcard.” (IMT, Vol. 3,
pp 416-417), Continuing to read, Mr. Dodd quoted; “1n November of last year an inspection of all males of the age —
classes born in 1910-1920 was ordered in the area of Zakeeszczut (District of Czortkow). After the men had appeared
for inspection. all of those who were selected were arrested at once, loaded into trains, and sem to the Reich. Similar
recruitment of laborers for the Reich also took place in other areas of the district. Following some interventions, the
action was stopped.” (Fhid). Kubiyovych’s letier, in its full German text. is found in IMT, Vol. 27, pp. 298-306. From
pp- 307-324, various other protests provided by Kubiyovych te German authoriies are also ciled. See also IMT, Vo,
12, p. 119; and Kubiyovych’s book, Mens 70.

§: l(l_lbiyoych 's remarks regarding this matier are also eited from a statement that he wrote 1o American Allied
authosities in Germany after World War 1) (See Krokhmaliuk's, The Glow In Eastern Eurape, p. 265).

2. Krokhmaliuk, The Glow, pp. 265-266. Kubiyovych's entre stoternent is found between pp, 264-274,

8. From 9-12 August 1941, America’s President Franklin Roosevell and Britain's Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, in the first wartime conference off Newfoundland’s coast, drew up the “Arlantic Conference.” Issued
Jomntly, it somewhat resembled Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points. Among a number of pledges, the Charter pledged
that “sovereign nights and seif-determining governments wonld be restored 1o those who had been forcibly deprived
of them™ and it promised that in the postwar penod it would “afford that al} men in all the lands may live out their lives
in freedom from fear and want,” The Charter alse shunned any ideas of temitorial cxpansion by any nation in the
postwar petiod, and stressed “all people’s rights 1o self-determination within a wider and permanentsystem of general
security.” John A. Garraty, The American Nation: A History of the United States Since 1865 (N.Y.: Harper and Row,
Inc., 1971) 2nd Ed., p. 393; Joseph L. Morse, ed., Funk and Wagnall’s Standard Reference Encyclopedia (NY:
Standard Publishing Co., Inc., 1959), Vol.3, pp. 765-766; Document No. 70, “The Atlantic Confercace, August 1941,
in Roasevelt and Churchill, Their Secret Wartime Correspondence, ed. Francis L. Lowennheim (N.Y.: E.P Dutton
and Co,, Inc., 1975), pp. 153-155. See also Joel Colton, A History of the Modern World (N.Y.: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc
1978), 5th ed., p. 820: and Adam B. Ulam, Expension and Coexissence: The History of Sowviet Foreign Folicy, 1917
ai'(g.f.: Friedrich A. Pracger, 1968), p. 331, Of course. Soviet leadeys viewed the Atlantic Charter with suspicion.

9. Funk and Wagnalls, Vol. 10, p. 3657.

10. Throughout Europe, but especially in Genmany, Eastemn Europe, and Russia, there was a widespread belief
that opce Nazi Germany was defeated, amilitary conflict would immediately develop between the Western Allics and
Russia. And Stalin himself held that belief. (Colonel V. Sekistov, “Why the Second Front Was Net Opened in 1942"
(Sovies Military Review, Moscow: Krasnaya Zvesda, No. 8, August, 1972), pp. 50-52. Hereafter referred to as SMR,
with appropriate year and volume,

Moscow's leaders never Forgot how after 22 June 1941, certain American officials, including Missouri’s Sena-
tor Harry Truman, had expressed delight toward the conflict bexwesn the two totalitarian powers. (Ulam, p. 331;
Graham Lyons, ed., The Russian Version of the Szcond World War (N.Y.: Facts on File, Inc., 1976), p. 29, And
dreughout the War, the Soviets constantly mainiained (and contivued to do so till their collapse), that the sole reason
the Westemn Powers postponed the second front until 1944 was to allow both Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia to
exhaust and weaker eachother to the point where “the imperialists of the USA and England,” after Germany’s defeat,
could better consolidate “their domination of the world.” (Lyons pp. 43-44, For Soviet suspicions and allegations of
Albicd betrayals see Lyvns, pp. 7-13; 29-30; 43-47; 66-69; 95-99; 100-103; 108; 100-114; Anthony C. Brown, Body-
guards of Lies (N.Y.: Harper and Row, 1975), pp. 99-100; 384; 801-802; Ladislas Farago, Burm Afier Reading (CA.:
Pinnacle Books, 1978), pp. 173-174; and Kolasky, p. 90.

1L Kubiyovych, Visi, No. 3, 1963, p. 13; Veryha, Afong The Rouds, pp. 182-183; Hryts” Lyrakovs® kyi, “Tak
Tse Ne Bulo Naspravdi” [t Truly Was Not That WayL Visti Komborant, July. 1951, No. 7 (9), p. 13; /943-1993, The
15t Ukrainian Division, pp. 8-9; Myroslav Malcts’kyi, “Rokovyny Odnoi Viis"kovoi Odynyisi” [Anniversaty of One
Mifitary Formahaon], Visti, 1993, No, 2, pp. 3-4. For uther reasons cued i suppon of the establishment of the Divi-
sion, see Visii, 1993, No. 4. pp. 24-25; 28
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12. Armstrong, Ukrainian Nationalism, pp. 170-175; see also Ukrainian Nationalissm, 3rd ed., pp. 127-131;
Doroshenko, A Survey of Ukrainian Nationalism, pp. 754-758. See also Veryha, Along The Roads, pp. 182-183;
Hryws’ Lurakovs'ky), “It Truly Was Not That Way." Vist/ Kombasane, July, 1951, No. 7 (9). p. 13; 1943-1993, The Ist
Ukrainian Division, pp. 10-11; Visti, 1993, No. 2. p4.

13. “The “Galicia” Diviston,” Visti. No. 3, 1963, p. 12.

14. Kubiyovych, Meni 70 (Paris-Munich: Shevchenko Scientific Secicty, 1970), p. 59. See also Vist, No. 3,
1963, pp. 12-13. According 1o Ready, p. 273, the Divisions personne] enlisted out of a desire to at least obtain au-
tonomy, if not full independence, within Germany's sphere and 1o conirol their own national, cultural, and religions
freedoms. Although at that time such desires could have only been achieved by serving in a German force, at notime
did the Divisions soldicrs view themsclves as S8 soldiers; rather, they only viewed themselves as soldiers of a free
Ukraine. (/bid}.

15. Years latet, on E8 April 1968, in Toronte, Canada, during & commemnoration ceremony bonoring the 25th
snniversary of the founding of the 15t Likrainian Division (originally known as the “Galicia” Division} Dr. Kuybiyovych,
a1 2 guest speaker, spoke about the Division's turbulent days.

In his spesch, Kubiyovych emphasized the poim that a Ukrainian formation would have eventually had an
influence on Germany’s policies against those who apposed any co-operation with the Likrainians such as Erich Koch
In the Reichskommissariaa’s Ukraine, Kubiyovych statedshat Galicias Governor, Otto Wachter, encountered difficul-
thes when he proposed to establish the Division, and that Wachier had to proceed cautiously because the Division was
organized without Hans Frank's (Poland’s General Governor and Wachter's superior), approval, support and coopera-
tion. Additionally, the organizing of the Division worried the Sovicts because they feared that this was the beginning
of a German political change in the east. As a result, ctaimed Kubiyovych, they dispatched one of iheir most able
guerrilla commanders, Sidor Kovpak, on a raid inte Galicia to demonstrate German weakness, Yet, the comumunists
were unable 1o demoralize the Division's volunieer. In conclusion, Kubiyovych accurately stated the “Galicia™ Divi-
sion might have arisen without Ukraiman Jeadership but simultaneously, without some kind of Ukrainian involve-
ment, it would not have benefitted the Ukrainian cause. Kubiyovch emphasized the fact that the Division did strengthen
the Ukrainian position in Galicia and eventally, it would have strengthened the Ukrainian position beyend Galicia.
The former UCC leader also stressed that at that time, a wellHrained and armed Ukrainian force could only have been
organized within Germany’s anmed forces. And once organized, st could have been utlized as & nucleus for a future
Ukrainian army.

In surmmation, Kubiyovych added that for the sake of historical truth, Governor Wachter did camy out most of
the proposals presented to him. Asking his andience if the Division fulfilied ils mission, Kubiyovych himself replied
“yes and no. No. because we are not celebrating its 25 anniversary on our dear land but yes, because it went down in
Ukrainian history with all other armed formations: the Ukrainian Rifle Shooters, the Ukrainian Galician Army, the
UNRA, and the UPA which after Brody secured hundreds if not thousands of Divisional seldiers. The actions of the
Division stand as a true statement that under all circumstances we want to live for Ukraine, and when necessary, o die
for her.”” (For Kubiyoyvch's speech in its entirely sce the Ukrainian quarterly Susmach (London: 1968), No. 1-4, pp.
31-34)

16. IMT, Vol. 29, p. 605: IMT, Vol. 12, p. 148; Noakes and Pridham, Nazism, Vol. 2, pp. 980-981. Sez also
Helmut Kraus-Nick, Hans Buchheim, Martin Broszat, Hans-Adolf Jacobsen, Anatomy of the 85 State (N.Y.: Walker
and Co,, 1965), p. 510.

17. Personal discussion with Yuriy Krokhmaliuk and Ostap Veryn.

18. Vis#i, 1963, No. 3, pp. 13-14; Veryha, Along the Roads, pp. 54-55 and English synopsis, pp. 184 and 205;
Yurkevych, “Galician Ukrainians in German Military Formations,” in Boshyk, ed. p. 77; Krokhmalivk, The Glow, p.
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Politychnykh Podii Druhdi Svitovoi Viiny” [The 1s1 Ukrainian Division on the Political Background Events of the
Second World War) in Oleh Lysiak, cd., Brody: Zbirnyk Stantei i Narysiv [Brody: A Collection of Anticles and Narra-
tives) (Published by the Brotherhood of Veteran™s of the 15t Ukrainian Division), (N.).: Computorprist Corp., 1974),
p.43: Myroslav Prokok,™U Sorokrichchia 3-oho Nadzvychainvho Velykoho Zboru OUN™ (The 40th Anniversary of
the Ird Great General OUN Coaference) in Suchasnist. 1987, No. 3 p. 394: and Naperedodni Nezalezhnoi Ukrainy.
Sposterezhnnia; Wsnorky [Onihe Eve of Ukraine's Independence. Observations and Conclusious}(N.Y.: Shevchenko
Scientific Society, 1993). “The UPA’s Group “Hoverlia™ in Litopys UPA, ed. Sodol, Vol. 18, p. 19; General Pavlo
Shandruk, “Geneza i Militarno-FPolitychne Znachinnia [-vi Ukrains"koi Dyvizii UNA v Zmahanniakh za Ukrains'ky
Dershavnist” {The Origins and the Mikitary-Politice] Meaning of the 1st Ukrainian Division UNA i the struggle for
Uksainian Statehood], p. 7 {(Unpublished work).

At no time did Bandera or the OUN raise “several SS divisions™ as erroneously stated by authors Scott Ander-
son and Jon Anderson in Inside the League, p. 35.

19. “Dovkruby CC Strilets"koi” Dyvizii “Halychyna” “Biuleten Kraevoho Provodu Organizatsii Ukrains'kiv
Nationalistiv -S.D " [Bulletin From the State Leadership of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists — 8.D.), No.
11, 1943, p. 3. (This buliciin was an underground publication). For the full text of the denunciation see Suchasnisi”
(Munich: Buchdruckerei und Verlag, 1963), No. 10, (34), pp. 105-110). See also Veryha. Afung the Roads, pp. 54-55,
The initials “CD" stoed for “Samostiinykiv Dershavnykiv” (Independent Statehood), which was also the vame of
Bandera's OUN-B faction of Ukrainian Netionalists, (Tbid, p. $4). Initially publishedin 1943, “Dovkruhy CC Strilets'koi
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S1. Ready, p. 272. Although Kubiyovychrequested that the Division be a part of the Wehrmacht, it was Himmler
who finally determined that the Division would be incorporated into the ranks of the Waffen-SS. (Kolisnyk, Visti,
1986, No. 4, p. 91). See alsa Pankiwsky. p. 226. At no time was the Division “Galicia™ ever a “police™ division; nor
was it ever referred to, or tifled, as the “Galician Police Division™ as falsely stated by author’s Aaron and Loftus in
Unholy Trinity, p. 1806; and nor was the Division ever an “anti-partisan police unit” as alleged by the sensationalist
Nazi-hunter Sol Littman in “These Aging Men Were Moosters Once™ in The Windsor Star, Tuesdny, 16 July 1985,
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mand (OKW) and signed by JodL. This directive was issued to eliminate confusion penaining to the many sugges-
tions, requests and critiques offered by various agencies regarding German propaganda towards the Sovict Union's
populace. A pumber of paints were established, and all propaganda was to be ceniered around these points. What is
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Turkic nations and the peoples of the Caucasus. For that reason, volunteer legions and active participation in the war
of liberation against Bolshevism may be considered for members of those ethnic groups white the Baltic peoples,
Ukrainians, etc., remain eligible cnly for police duties but not for commitment at the front.™ Source: Heersgrupe Nord
Propagandabefehle(75131/104), p. A-61. Forthe fullsextof vhis propagandadivective see Captain John H. Buchsbaum,
General Suff, US. Army, German Fsychological Warfare On the Russian Froni, 1941-#945 (Washington, D.C.,
1953), pp. AGD-A63

58. Kubiyovych's appeal was published in various newspapers throughout Galicia. It must be noted, however,
thatin a few of them, Kubiyovych's words were slightly reworded. In Lviv's {Lemberg's) newspaper "Lvivski Visti,”
where Kubiyovych’s appeal was also published, the words “Muscovite-Jewish Bolshevism™ were inseried whereas in
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nian National Army}. Visti, 1993, No. 4, pp- 23-24. According 1o Osyp Holynskyj, “Galicia’s Ukrainians had no desire
torescue Hitler’s Germany. Rather, the Ukrainians had their own plans (for self-Liberation).™ Holynskyj, “40th Anni-
versary of the Rise of the Division *Galicia,"" Visri, 1983, No 4, p. 20.

67. Liatle did they realize that in future months, America and Great Britain would renege on their promise of
national freedoms {as proclaimed in the Atlantic Charter} and instead, at Yalta in February 1945, would officially
permit the Soviets to control the region, Sec also Veryha, Along The Rouds, pp. 57-58.

68, Bender and Tavior, Vol. 4, pp. 19-21. Althougb in mid-§943 German authorities had oo intention of orga-
nizing a “Ukrainian Army,” many Ukrainians erroneously believed that in addition to the “Galicia” Division, the
Germans were acually organizing & “Ukrinian Army.”

69. Hohne, p. 539; Ready, p. 273.
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71. Such was the casu of Colonel Evhen Pobihushchyj-Ren. On Saturday, Easter weckend, Colonel Bisanz
appeared in Ren's cell, Bisanz informed the itnprisoned ex-Roland warrior that a Ukrainian “Galicia” Division wasin
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82. Bender and Taylor, Vol. 4, p, 22.

83. Ibid.

84. Telegram sent by Berger to Himmier, 11 May 1943, Cited also from Bender and Taylor.Vol. 4. p. 22,

B5. Kruger 1o Berger, 11 May 1943. See Bender and Taylor, Vol 4,p. 22,

86, Ibid, Vol. 4, p. 22.
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90. Berger to Himmier, Betr: Freiwilligen-Legion Galizien, 29 Juni 1943. In this letter, Berger also empha-
sized the importance of posting a strength of approximately 4.000 in Galicia for maintaining order. Once formed,
these men would not be sent into the Division. Although Berger suggesied such an idea, this never happened. In
regards to the term “Legion,” this was the first and only known instance of the “Galicia™ Division ever being referted
10 as a “Legion.” Because this term was never officially used, Berger must have simply erred.

91 Berger to Himmier, Berlin, 2 July 1943. Scc Bender and Tavior, Vol. 4, p. 22

92. Kubiyovych, Meni 70,p 62,

93 Dorushenko, p. 756; Nahyewsky, A Soldier Priest R bers, cites over 80,000 as volunteering. (P. 34).

94. Krokhmaliuk, The Glow, p. 34; and Veryha, p. 57, cite the same figure. Of these, 52,875 were accepted by
the commission. but a total of 29,124 were rejected. Jhid.

95 George Stein, The Waffen-55: Hitler's Elite Guard at War, 1939-1945 (N.Y: Comell University Press,
1966), p. 185; Dmyiryshyn, p. 6; Hohne, p. 570; K.G. Klictmann, Die Waffen-55: Eine Dokumensation (Qsnabruck,
1965), p 194; Martin Windrow, The Waffen-SS (Revised Edition), (England: Osprey Publishing Lid.. 1985). p. 14,
cites 30,000 were accepied.

96 Lucitk and Kordan, p, 148, This report provided no numerical figure, but its report that “four were said 1o
have been formed and to have left for the front by November, 1943 was inaccuraie. At the same time, this report
extensively covered the Ukrainian siruggle against the Nazi occupution, and cited Reichskommissar Koch's New
Year's message as an example of the German-Ukrainian struggle. (For a full 1ext of the repoct, see pp. 146-150).

97. “Comnussion of Inquiry On War Criminal,” Alfiancer, 30 May 1985, p. 9.
98. Krokhmaliuk, The Glow, p. 34.

99. ihid.

100. Ibid. Yurkevich in Boshyk, p. T7.

10t Krokhmaliuk, The Glow. p. 34; Yurkevich in Boshyk, p. T7: Heike, Ukrainian ed,, p. 25; English synopsis,
p- 247 But in the ensuing months, uniil approximaiely June 1944, more men would be called up for training. Such
amvals would holster the Division's sirength 1o a figure 0 15,299 by 30 Junc 1944, Bender and Tayior, Yo, 4, p. 48,

102. Bender and Tuxlor, Vol 4, p. 22; Heike, Ukrainéan Ed., English synopsis, p. 247.

103. Although by 1943 the Waffen-SS had lowered its height restriction., its standards were still higher than
those of the Wehrmacht’s. The minimum height for enlisting 1nto the “Galicia™ Division was 160-164 cm. (About 5 t.
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Yotwne 2 of Ukrains'ka RSR u Velykii Vitchyznianii Viini Radians koho Soiuzu 1941-1945, aphotograph between pp.
£60-161 shows the “vicar of the Division S5 “Galicia™ Vasyl Laba delivering a sermon before the departure of
[Divisional] elements 1o the front, July 1943.” Regarding thas, the photograph's caption is incomrect because at no time
did any Divigional elements depart for the frontin July 1943,

24. “The Newest Ukrainian Ukrainian History, 1943-1963—18 Fnly 1943." Visii, 1963, No. 3, P- 8 Pankiwsky,
P- 241; personal discussion with Yurly Ferencevych.

At no time were “the ranks of the Division filled with conscripied police officers who, accustomed 1o an easy
life of robbery and murder, wholly tried 1o avoid the front.”...nor was “The Division's pefsonne] recruited from
unemployed, unskilled people kacking an interest 1n Ulaainian statehood.™...nor were *The Division's ranks filled
with Lithuanian, Latvian, and Estonian Nationalists and criminals” as alleged by Beliaiev and Rudnyts'kyi in Pid
Chuzhvmy Fraporamy [Under Forelgn Flags}, pp. 96-97.

25. Yurkevychin Boshyk, pp. 77-T8: Veryha, Along the Roads, p. 121. See also English synopsis p- 184; Bender
and Taylor, Vol. 4, p. 24; Evhen Shypailo, “Starshyns'ka Vyshkoly: Kurcy v Beneschau-Hradischko-Kienschlag raven'
veresen® 1944” [Officer Training in Beneshau Hradischko-Kicnschlag May-September 1944}, Visri, 1992, No. 3, PP
89-90. According to Vashchenko, UPA's first infiltrators also departed on 18 July, Fully aware that Gestapo and
i agents would be undoubtedly monitoring the Division from the outset to counlter any anti-German activ-
ity the UPA bricfed its departing personnel on what 10 expect and where 10 seck safety in the event a rapid exit was
needed.

26. Although 20 August 1943 was Iitially cited as the day the Division's chaplains wen: to depart for raming,
some chaplaing actually left on 18 July 1943. (Nahayewsky. A Soldier Priest Remembers, p 36). Undoubtedly, this
was doue for psychological reasons and to develop a closer unity with the first departing recryits.

27 Established late 1942 in the “Prorektorat Bohmen and Mohren™ {Bohermun and Moravia), this Wehrkreis
comprised the whole of Bohemia and Moravia. Within this mosily hilly and mounlainous area of 48,902 square
Xilometers, an estimatzd populution of 7,500,000 {mostly Czech) were found. The capital city of Prague served as its
main headquaners.

28. Wladyslaw Razmowski, “Akcja Treblinka,” in “Dricje najnowsze Kwaritainik poswiecony historii XX
wirku” (Warszawa: Instytyt Historii Pan, 1969), rocz. 1, N 1, pp. 169-170. See also Veryha, Along the Roads, p. 118-
120. While undoubtedly some Ukrainian collaborationist personne] did serve within Treblinka, atno time did woops
from the 14th Waffen-35 ever serve there. The “Galicia” Division’s manpower, at this time, was comprised of nothing
butunarmed personne] who, in theclosing days of July 1943, werejust beginning 1o depant to Heidelager and Europe's
vatious schools. And once inside their training areas, at no sime were the recruits ever dispatched to Treblinks o, for
that matter, to any other concentration camp. Razmowski’s account may aleo be faulted because be identificd the
guards’ language as “Russian.” (Surcly Razmowski was comect in his language identification because Slavs from
Poland, Ukraine and Russia, especially of that era, could distinguish betwesn languages). If Russian was used, the
men could not have been “Galician™ troops because although “Galicia's" men could identify the Russian language,
most were not fluent in it. As weli, Russian was never spoken in the “Galicia™ Division; therefore, if the guards had
been “Galician” they would have spoken elther Uksginian or possibly, even German, but never Russian.

Along with Razmowski, an article titled “U Vrat Bab'ego Iara” Novoye Russkoye Slovo (Russian Daily News),
Friday, 11 October 1991, p. 14, by Trina Babich alleges that in Scptember 1941, soldiers of the *Galicia™ Division
played & major role in exierminating innocent lives in the ravines of Babyn Yar oulside the Ukrainian capital city of
Kiev. Babich's atlegations are totally false because it is a historical fact that the “Galicia” Division never existed in
1941. In addition to the numerous German and allied World War II records which reveal that the “Galicia™ Division
was raised in 1943-d4, numerous Soviet works — both military and propaganda - also substantiate the fact that the
“Galicia” Division was created in 1943-44. And highly detailed works pertnining to Babi Yar (such as the work by
Anatoly Kuznetzov, Babi Yar: A Documentary Novel (N.Y.: Dell Press, 1967)). make no reference to the “Galicia”
Division,

29. Dr. K.G. Klietmann, Die Wigffen-S55, Eine Dokumentation, (Osnabruck, 1965), P 194. According 1o Veryha,
the initial 2,000 recruits were soon augmented by additional recruits. As arasult, approximately 2,500 began training
in Heidetager. “Vyshlkil'nyi Tabir “Heidelager® [“Heidelager” Training Base}, Visti, 1977, No. 4, pp. 61-62; Roman
Cholkan, “The Training of the Ukrainjan Officers and Non-Commissioned Officer Candidates and Their Service In
the Division", Visti, 1992, No. 4, p. B4, cites 2,500 recruits entered Heiderages In the period of July 1943; Littlejohn,
The Fatriotic Traitors, p. 315, cites that approximately 300 candidates were dispatched 10 the Bad Tolz officer train.
ing school and 2,000 NCO candidates went 1o various NCO schools. (I some of his writings, Kleitmann has also
cited that the 300 Ukrainian Galician officer candidates were dispatched 10 Bad Tolz). Regarding the 300, at this time,
none of the 300 were dispatched 10 Bad Tolz. In actuality, very few Ukrainian officer candidates attended Bad Tolz:
those who did entered the school in the [atter pant of 1944 and early 194S.

As for the 300 officer candidates, they were dispaiched to the “Trupperucbungsplatz Beneschau,” south of
Praguc. Within this training area, three officer schools were located: the artillery schoul at Beneschau, where 50
Ukrainians arrived: the engineer (pionesr) school at Hradischko, adjacent to the villages of Hradischko, Pikwitz,
Brunscchau and Zavist in the vicinity of the Molday and Sassau Rivers and 1o where approxiinately 25 candidates
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here over 200 Ukrainian candidates amved, Evhen Shypailo, “Officer Training. Courses In Beneschau~Hmdi;;hko-
‘lz.ienschhg May-September 1944, Visti, 1992, No. 3, pp. 89-91. Shypailo was one of the J(X)' officer candidates
dispatched m July 1943 for officer wraining, According to Kolisayk, at this same tite some Ukrainian officer candi-
dates were also dispatched to the officer school at Pozen Treskau.

Notes Chapter 8

e Hitlar® . - . - The Re-

1. Mitcham's Hitler's Legion’s, p. 32. See also Victor Madei's, The German Army Order of Battie: The
placement Army, 19391945 (Penn.: Game Publishing Co., 1984). pp. 7-62. However, in 1939, Wehrkreis areas X1y,
XV, and XV1 ceased to exist. Basicaily, 18 Wehrkreis® existed wniil late 1944,

2. From 1938 untd 20 July 1944, Colonel General Frederick Fromm commanded the system, From 21 July
1944 unti the conclusion of the war, Reichsfihrer Heinrich Himmier took charge.

3. To cile an example, in September 1939, 90 percent of Nazi Germany's spproximately 3,000 1anks were
obsolete and in peneral, the German Army's equipment was not the best.

4. Cooper, The German Army, pp. 152; 155-156; 163-164: 1BO0; 210- 213. See also Albert Speer, Inside the
Thind Reich (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1971).

5. Victor Madej, Hitlers Elite Guards: Waffen-55, Parachutist, U-Boate {Penn.: Game Publishing Co., 1985),
P74

6. 1943-1993. The 1st Ukrainian Division, p. 14, persona) discussion with Yurily Krokhmaliuk.
7 Pans of Poland were also incorporated into Wehrkreis I, VIIL XX and XX1

8. U.S. Military Intelligence Division, The German Replacement Army (Ersatzheer)(Washington, D.C), Feb-
ruacy, 1945, pp. 268-270.

9. Verordnungsblatt der Waffen-SS,4 Jahrgang, Berlia, 15.3. 1943, Nr. 6, Z. 107). Sec also Bender and Tavior,
Vol 4, p. 24.

10. Order of Battle of the German Army. Apnil 1943 (Washingioa, D.C.: 1943).p_ 4.

11. Order of Battie of the Germun Army, Iﬂ“(\\‘ashin_gton, D.C.: 1944). (Republished in New Yorkin 1975 by
Hippocrene Books, Inc.), Page B29 identifies General Hacnicke,

12. Heike, English ed., pp. B-9; Bender and Tavlor, Vol. 4, pp. 25- 26.

13. According to Veryha, the approximately 2,500 volunteers who first amved were organized into 12 training
companies. Al in:lfucloxs and administrative personne] belonged to the Waffen-55. Both the cadre and recruits were
centered around the 14th S5- Ausbildungs-Batallion “Galizien™ 2 b.V. (zur besonderer Verfugung), training battalicn.
See ““Vyshkil'nyi Tabir “Heidelager” [Training Camp “Heidelager™), p. 165, Visti, 1_9?7._!40. 4,pp 6]-63.1.!enderam:l
Tavior, Vol. 4, p. 27, cite the SS-Ausbildungs-Barzillon z.b.v. (SS-Freiw. Div. “Galizien™} was an S5 Special Purpose
Training Battalion which served as the Division’s nucleus.

14, According to Evhen Shypailo, the first recruits who arrived to “Heidclager” in J\lxly 1943 underwent a solid
period of infaniry recruit training which concluded a1 the end of October 1943, Shypailo’s obscrvation is substanti-
ated by Roman Cholkan who cited that the first incoming recruits (July 1943) received three months of training which
conchided in October 1943. “The Training of the Ukrainian Officers and NCO's..,,"Visti, 1992, No. 4, p. 84

In un unpublished account tited “U Vyshkilmumu Tabori™ [in the Training Camgp], Y.K. {for some reason the
author of this account only used his initials) cued that the approximaie 1,500 recruits (of whom VK. claimed the
greater number hailed from rural aveas), were all quartered in new barracks. “Just by entering them you can smell.ﬂ;e
aroma of everything being new. New beds, tables, closets, benches. In each barracks was found a large and convenient
bath and shower area. Hardly did we arrive when we were told to take off our clothes, fold them, and shower. Imme-
diately afier the shower, we were dressed infresh clothing, Than, each man [recruit] was issued theee uniforms —one
setfor work, one for training and the third for general wear. The sequence of a day was as such: ar4:30 a.m.. wake-up.
One bour for cleaning ourselves, the barracks and latrine areas; one hour for breakfase, half-hour of calisthenics and
running. Afterwards, until 12 o'clock, military training: from 12 to 14 [2 p.ll:!.} tunch; from 14 10 16 [4 p.an.}, more
waining. From 16 until 20 [8 p.in | dinnez. followed by more training. And prior ta slecp, some free time.

Within the camp is a canieen [military store) were esseatial items may'be purchased but most importantly,
where a soldier may purchase and drink scme beer. The boys praise the camp’s commander and as one md'mdln]
stated - it would be a gin if | complained about the £act that I am here. Itis good for me here. True, during training they
give us some hardships, but that is how a soldier is made.” . . i L

“With these few lines,” concluded V K. “T present my experziences in the training camp of the S$ Rifle Division
‘Galicia” to my dearcst readers.”
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15. Hetke, English ed . p. 12, cites high morale and a strong spint of camaraderie amo i jthi
2 _ 3 ngst the recruits Within
th? }Vaffen—SS, trainees did nol possess Jocks 1o lock drawers and lockers. This was deliberately done tohelp creae a
spirit of total unity and trust Galicia's volunteers also followed this rule; yet, very few instances of theft arose among
the trainges. (Ibid).

lp. See also Krokhmaliuk The Glow, p- 65. In actuality, most of those who were disparched 1o officer and NCO
academics, as well as 10 specialist schools, did so only after coinpleting recruit training.

§7. Upon arrival to an officer’s school and halfway into the course, a foreign (non-German| andid
held the utle of Junker, equivalent 1o the rank of an Unlilkharﬁlhm, ora Seningi' C('orpum]. Aﬂezﬁcne;(;:-lmn:t:
Jjunker was promoted 10 Standarienjunker, equivalent 1o the rank of a Scharfihrer, or Sergeant. Upon graduation,
Standarienjunkers were upgraded to Standanenoberjunkers, a title equivalent to Hauptscharfiibrer, or a Company
Sergennt. With thiz titte and rank, candidates returned to their ynits. Afler a penod of approximately iwo rmonths
German graduates were appointed 1o 88 Untersturmfiihret's, or 2nd Licutenant’s. For noo-Germanic forcigners, as in
the casc of the “Galicia™ Division, the rank of 26d Lieutenam was Waffen-Untersturmfihrer and nol SS-
Untersturmfuhser. There was, however, an exceptiou to this. If a candidate was an honor graduate, he returned to a
German unit as an SS-Untarsturmfidhrer; to a foreign unit as a Waffen-Untersturmfihrer.

18, Most of the Division's officer candidatcs underwent Iraining in such places: Beneschay-Hradischko-
Klenschla_g in Wehrkreis Bohmen-Mahren (Czechoslovakia): Klagenfurtin Wehrkrgs XVII (Austia/Northwestern
Yugoslavia); and Posen-Treskau in Wehrkreis XX1 (Eastern Germany/Western Poland) In the goncluding months of
the war, a smull number underwent training in Bad Tolz, Wehrkreis VII (Southern Germany), The Division's doctors
underwent an eight week introductory course and a three-four week medical course in the Waffen-S5' Medical Acad-
emy at Graz, Austria, elso located in Wehrkreis X VIIL Personal discussion with Yuriy Krokhmaliuk. See also Shypalo’s
;gﬁ_’i;-esl;l‘mmng...." Visii, 1992, No. 3, p. 92; and Madej's Hitler s Elite Guards” Waffen-85, Parachutists, U-Boals,

19 This order. however, was not issued umil 9 Sepramber 1943, $5- FHA, AmtI1 Org. Abt, la/l], Org. Tgb, Nr.
1300/43 g. Kdos., v. 229.1943, Neugliederung der SS-Freiw. Drv. “Galizien.” Sce also Bender and Taylor, Vol 4, p.
?:8. lntere\ftmg.lt_) noie is that in December 1944, the “new type” was renamed as the “Infaniry Division, 1944 Type”
(“Infanterie-Division Kriegastat 44™) See also Handbook on German Military Forces: War Deparmens Technical
Manual TM-E 30-451 (Restricicd), (1945}, pp. 11-12 through 11-16,

. An “old type” comprised: 3 infantry regiments, esch with 3 battalions. Each battalion had 3infantry com-
panics and | “heavy” or ma_chinc gun company for n total of fout. The “heavy” company consisted of 4 platoons: 3
platoons of MG34/42 machine guns (each with 4 machine guns) and 1 platoon with six 81mm mottars. This heavy
company woulc_l be dispersed throughout the other 3 line companies. In addition to the three battalions, each infantry
regiment had 1 infantry howilzer company with 4 plalons: 3 platoons with iwo 75mm light guns (for atotal of 6), and
one platoon wilh‘lwo heavy 150mm howitzers; and each regiment had | anti-tank gun company with 4 platoons:; 3
]:lan:mr.:isJ g!;)wnll;mf:eur S'i:;‘nn ﬂa:ﬁmnl;ﬁ:sdfor a total of 12 guns) and | signal platoon These weapons, in turn,
were ul Y whatever battalion(s; additional artillery an ant- . Withi ivisi
ey e et batalion rl):onar ry and/or ank support. Within a division. each

Every division bad & regiment of antillery. This regimant in turn bad 3 battalions of 105mm uri and 1
“heavy” 150mm atillery battalion; each 105mm battalion had 3 batteries of artillery. (An artillery conm 1s re-
ferred 1o as a banery). Each 103mm bartery had 4 guns for a tota] of 12 guns. With twelve 105mm guns per battalion,
and with 3 such battalions, a total of thirty-six 105mm guns were found within the 3 battalions. As for the “heavy™
amllcry battalion, it usually cotnprised 3 batteries - each with four 150mm guns for a total of 12, Atypical antillery
regiment bad 48 artillery picces. (This figure does not include the gnns found in an infantry regiments sofantry how-
itzer and anti-tank companies).

In addition 10 the above, each “old type™ division had ancngineer baitalion of 5 or 6 engincer companies (plus
1 enginecr supply “train™); a signalicoasmunications battafion which possessed a headquarters company and two
sighal companies as well as a small signa) “train”; an anti-gircraft battalion with 3 companies, cach with twelve 20rmm
anti-alreraft guns for a total of 36; a medical battalion which consisted of a horse drawn company, a molorized
medical company, a field hospital company and two ambulance platoons: & quartermaster (supply) battalion with 4
companies; an independent anti-tank bettalion with 4 companies: 3 companies each with twelve 75mm anti-tank (AT)
guns for a totul of 3_6 guns and_ one anti-aircraft (AA) company with twelve 20mm guns. {This AA company was
found withim the anti-tank battalion). A veterinary company: a military police unit (asually one or iwo platoons or one
large platoon); and a field post (mail) platoon rounded out a division,

The above, of course, tended to fluctuate. While 81l “old type” divisions were similar, no division was totally
the same a3 another. For a further explanation and breakdown of a 1942 German “old type” division se¢ Colone}
Louis N, I’hxlhp.'l'l_mGerm_an Fool Infantry Division,” in Mélitary Review, July, 1942, pp. 34-37: and “Infantry: Notes
on the German Infanery Division™ in Tactical and Technical Trends, 33 September 1943, No. 34, pp. 24-29. For a
further breakdown of whal comprised a German infantry regiment, battalion and company, see “The German Infantry
:l;:ﬂn:m; ;lzle Gcgga.:';nian:ry Battalion; the German Rifle Company™ in Tuctical and Technical Trends. 13 January

L, No. 42, pp. 38-47.

2). Hundbuok On German Militury Forces, 15 March 1945, pp. 11-13/t1-14 and 11-16.
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22. Born on |2 March 1898 in Troppau, Austria-Silesia, Walter Schimana was the son of a newspaper publisher
who published the “ Altdeutscher Korrespondence.™ In World War I, Schimana entered the Imperial Austro-Hungarian
Army. Following recruit training. Schimana saw combat on the eastern and southern (Ialian} fronis.

In the closing moaths of 1918, Schimana was selected for officer training. But with the collapse of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and the deactivation of its army, Schimana left the military. In 1919. ke moved 1o Bavaria, Ger-
many.

In 1926, Schimana joined the Nazi Party; in the 19305, he served as 2 police officer in the Ordnungspolizei.
Deployed 1o the eastern fronts central sector in the fall of 1941, Schimana conducted security operatious and foughi
Soviet stragglers, guermillas and airborne inseried personnel.

On 15 July 1943, Schimana was posted lo command the 14th Waffen-SS “Galicia” Division, a ynit exigting at
that time only on paper. More as an administrator rather as a commander, Schimana held command until 19 October
1943, It appears that during this time, Schimana exercised very litile contro) because most of Galicia’s volunteers
were undergoing recruit, NCO, or officer training.

Following this command, Schumanawas posied tothe S5 Dastrict “Donau ™ (Danube region). In 1944, Schimana
held the rank of 85 Gruppenfiheer and General-Licutenant of the police. Captured by the Americans afier the war,
Schimana was soon charged with vasious war cnies; none, however, could be established positively. In the vicimnity
of Nuremberg where the trials were beld, Schimana simply disappeared one day,

Returning to his home Bavaria, for the next several years Schimana lived an uncertain life But in 1948, a
Bavarian police officer {reportedly a former Ordnungspolizei comrade wha served with Schimana oo the eastern
front) informed the former police commander that American avthorities were preparing 1o arrest and try himi. Believ-
ing this, Schimana produced a handgun and shot himself He was buried in Bavaria. Of interest to note is that nesther
the American — or any other alticd authorifics — were at that time interesied in re-amresting Schimans, It can only be
speculated as to why such information was presented 1o Schimana.

23. While it it true that in the concluding years of the war fewer criminal proceedings were undertaken against
thost who allegedly committed some type of offense, and certain units such as the sotonous “Dulewanger™ Brigade
seldom, if ever, conducted legal proceedings, the historical fact remaias is that Wehrmacht and Walfien-SS soldiers
were held accountable for crimes and criminal deeds against soldiers and civilians. At the conclusion of the war,
cerlain ex-German military personne! (including Watfen-SS), were tried by Allied authorities using captured German
records, court martial proceedings, and war-time testimonies. Such was the case of Fritz Knochlein, a former com-
pany commander in the 3rd Waffen-SS “Towenkopf™ Divison. Knochlein, according to a preliminary German investi-
gation report, ordered and supervised the machinegunning of a nomber of British soldiers near the village of Le
Paradis in Normandy in June 1940. This slaughter caused a negative reaction within the “Teteokopf™ Division and
following the German investigation, Knochlein was brought up on charges A court mantial date was sel, but because
the “Totenkopf™ Division was deployed for “'Barbarossa,” Knochleia, who was relieved of duty pending the matier,
was ordered back to duty pending a future court date.

But the matter was never readdtessed because of the prolonged struggle. Knochlein survived the war, being one
of the few Waffen-SS officers of the 1940 period to do s0. Arrested in 1948 by British authorities who Jearned of the
massacre largely throngh captured German records, Knochlein's trial finally began in late 1948. Found guilty, he was
hung in West Germany on 21 January 1949.

24. Heike, Ukrainian ed.. p. 31. Sec also Mitcham's, Hitler’s Legion’s, pp. 15-16.

25. According to Roman Kolisnyk, throughout September 1943 until the end of October 1943, in Heidelager
the Division's recruits were found in their respective 12 training companias. There was no sign of the three regiments.
Kolisnyk fecls that the regiments only appearcd on the organizational charts.

26. SS-FHA, Amt IT Crg. Abt. la/ll, Tgb. Nr. 1574/43g. Kdos . v. 22.10.43. Bezeichnung der Feldtrupperneite
der Waffen-SS.

27.85-FHA, Am IT Org. Abe. 1a/l, Tgh. Nr. 11/9542/43 geh.. v. 12/11/1943, Bezeichnung der Feldtruppenteile
der Waffen-S8S.

28. Beyersdorff remained in cormmand of the Division's artillery regimeat vnill the end of the war.

29. Palienko was bom on 30 August 1896 m; Skvyr, vicinity of Kiev. Afier graduating from a Kievan school in
1914, he entered Kiev University 40 study physics. But with the entcy of Impenal Russia ini World War I, the
following year on ! November 1915, Pahenko entered an artillery officers school On 1 April 1916, in the rank of a
Lieutenant, be deployed to the easter front.

With the collapse of Imperial Russia in 1917, Palicoko returned home. On 10 December 1918, he voluntarily
emered the Dniprovs'kyi Brigade, a brigade formed within the Ukrainian National Republic Army (UNRA). For the
next several years, Palienko participuied in many combat actions. Along with the remnants of the Galician Army,
Palienko (now in the rank of major as 2 resub of & promotion ca 29 December 1919} surrendered to the Poles.

Following a period of imternment, he relocated to Czechostovakia. In 1927, he compieted his education in the
Ukraininn Academy (known also as the Ukrainian Free University} and achicved a degroe in chemical eogineesing.
Recruited in 1928 by the Polish Army as a contract officer in the rank of captain, Palienko remained in the Polish
Army unti) World War I1. From 1932-1934, ha attended the Higher Officer's Military School in Warsaw, graduated in
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71. Although it was planned to bring in another 6,150 men from Galicia for raining in the period of J-13
:\Iovemlbeir 119;‘34 snany of the 6,000 did not enter the Division from Galicia until 1 January 1944, and some entered as
ate as July X

Notes Chapter 9

L. According to former Divisional Chaplain Nahayewsky, it was anticipated that Colonel Pavie Shandruk would
be appointed as the commander of the “Galicia” Division, (A Soldier Priest Remebers, P. 33). But Shandruk, a former
Ukrainian officer in the Polish Army, was at that time still under Nazi house arrest,

_ 2 Although Yuriy Krokhmaliuk bed never met Schimana, Krokhmalivk was informed by Geperal Freiag thal
Schimana himself had requested to be tenminated from Divisional command. See “Kommandyr Dyvizii” [The Division's
Commander], Visti, 1983, No. 3, p. 51; personal discussion with Yuny Krokhmaliuk.

3. Heike was never a Waffen-SS officer. He held sank only in the Wehrmacht and his refusal to change service
and even wear a Waifen-SS uniform caused friction between him and Freitag,

4. Heike, English ed., pp. 6-7.
5. thid.

6. Ren, My Life’s Mosaic, pp. 124-125. See also Bender and Tuylor. Vol. 4, Pp. 24-26. According to J947-1993,
The Ist Ukrainian Division, “Freitag was a stern, diligent, ambitions but non-trusting person. In the presence of the
sofier Slavic character of the Ukrainian soldier, he needed Jto exhibit] more gencrosity, and more proper scope and
skill. His positive strengths were that be personally cared for the Division's interests, defended them, and from its
officers he demanded honesty and worthy conduct. Severe punishment was meled out to those who displayed an
otherwise attitude.” (P 15),

7. By July 1944 at Brody, the situation had not changed much. At Brody, most of the companies only had one
officer; few had more than two.

8. Kolisnyk, “Ukrains'ka Dyviziin i Vis'kova Uprava “Halychyna” Ukrainian Divisi the Mili
Board “Galicia™), Visri, 1988, No, 3, p. 36, Q’ ychyna' [The sionand the Miliry

9. Yurly Krokhmaliuk entered the Division in early 1944; Liubomyr Makarushka arrived shortly after In due
time, Makarushka accepted Paliiv's position. Y

10. 22 January 1944 protocol report to the Military Board See slso Visti, 1988, No. 3, p. 37.
L. *“The Ukrainian Division and the Mititary Board “Galicia,” Visii, 1988, No. 3, p. 37

12. Mbid.

13. Ibid.

14, Ibid.

13. Although conscription was ruled ous, a few men actually found themselves drafted Such was the case with
Oleksa Javorsky, l:rho was drafied in the spring of 1944, Although 48-years-old and under medica) care for a heart
problem, Inversky's episode began onc day when a messenger from the Security Service arrived at his Cracow
apariment, Javorsky, a fa'_mer Leutenant in e Austrian and Galician Army, had not sought toenlist because he knew
he was too old, by profession was a lawyer, and was Jn questionable bealth. Javorsky also knew that some of the older
wien who had previously enlisted were, after a brief training stint, terminated of duty and returned to civifian hfe.
e lmma;lelyn;:fomﬁngl the n::;ensenhnt “thisiseithera mi;.mkam someonc's joke, because only volunteers

accepted.” Javorsky soon leaned that it was no mistake or joke. To avoid an: ip for his family,
are acocple ' jol 1y hardship family, Javorsky set
. Somehow, he made it through the three week refresher course. Aftorwards, Javorsky reported to Paliiv and was
informed thata lawyer was urgently needed to be involved with the “Galicla™ Division™s family members’ concerns.
Secing that he did not have much of a choice and help was needed, Javorsky agreed toit. However, Javorsky felt that
his former wrmy rank should be resiored, and he protested the policy which forbade former officers from having thewr
previous ranks restored.

Repardless, Javorsky was soon promoted to the rank of Waflen-Oberscharfihrer (Ist Sergeant) and uptil the
en_d_of the war, he was posted to the “Bureau of Soldier's Needs.™ As a linison NCO between the Division and the
Military Board’s Soldier’s Bureau, he was constantly invelved in legal matters, soldiers affuirs, civilien assistance
programs. and evacuation matiers.
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Of course, Javorsky's assignment was a very difficult one. Frequently, the Soldier's Bureau was forced to
relocate and operaie under very adverse and extraordinarily tough conditions. After the war, the Bureau continued to
involve itself in soldier, family and civilian matters until the end of the 1940s. As for Javorsky, he becane so dedi-
cated 1o his responsibility that untit the very end of his life. he remained active in various Divisionat functions.

16. In Heidelager, Freitag established a two-month officers training course for 26 Ukrainian officer candidates.
According to Shuhan (who was one of the atjendees), the course was altended solely by former officers and NCOs
who had graduated from recruit training and various specialized courses. All 26 completed the course and were
commissioncd as officers at Heidelager shortly before the Division relocated to Neuhammer. This course was possi-
bly established with Paliiv's encouragernent because Pahiv constantly seminded Freitag that the leadership problen:
stemmed not enly from the Ukrainian side but simultanecusly, there was a lack of German leadership both numeri-
cally and qualiratively. See also Yuriy Krokhmaliuk, “The Division's Commander,” Visti, 1983, No. 3, p. §3.

17. Heike, English ed, pp. 6-7, Yuriy Krokhmaliuk, Visti, 1983, No. 3, p. 52. Krokbmalivk also expressed this
viewpoint to the author during a personal intetrview.

18. Visn, 1983, No 3, p. 52; personal discussion with Yuny Krokhmaliuk.
19. Ibid.

20. Personal discussion with Yuriy Krokhmalivk

21. Jbid See also Visti, 1983, No. 3, pp. 53-56.

Noutes Chapter 10

L. Yurkevich in Boshyk, p. 78. See also Krokhmaliuk, The Glow, p, 65. Of the 29 Waffen-Untersturmfilbwers
most, if not all, artived as Waffen-Standartenoherjunkers and were commissioned shortly thereafier in Heidelager. Tt
was also in mid-October 1943 that the Division’s fiest chaplaias conchuded their raining. After abrief period of leave,
the Chaplains reported to Heidelager in November 1943, (Nahavewsky, p. 40).

Because officers of “non-Germanic” origin could not become full-fledged members of the 88 officer corps,
they were not permitted to carry the “SS” symbol preceding the word “Waffen.” (Handbook On German Military
Forces, 15 March 1945, pp. 111-112). This explains why the none of the Ukrainian officers camicd the "55™ runes on
their uniforms, and were not titled as “§5.”

2. Wachter to Himmler, 30 October 1943, In his mnvitanon, Wachter cited a swength of 13 000 men under
arms.” Undoubtedly, Wacheer's figure alsoincluded these in the independent rifle regiments numbered 4-7. Wachter's
figure, however, did not encompass those in the independent Training and Replacersent Regiment found in Wandern,
Germany.

3. Heike, Englished, p. 9.

4. According to Heike (English ed, pp. 25-26). the Training and Replacement Regiment was organized in April,
1944, in Wandern, Germany. (Heike refers to this unit as a “rescrve-training regiment™). The regiment was, bowever,
actually formed much sooner.

§ Heike, English ed., p. 26.

6. Personal discussion with Roman Krokbmaliuk. Roman’s brother, Yuriy, substantiated the Gigures.

7. On 21 February 1947, L.D. Wilgress, a High Commissioner within Canada’s Refugee Screening Commis-
s10n, submitted & neport titled “Refugee Screening Cominission Report on Ukrainians in Surrendersd Enemy Person-
pel.” The report’a findings were also detived with the assistance of Major Jashkevych, a prisoner-of-war from the st
Ukraivian Division, {Formerly known as the “Galicia™ Division).

In this report, the Division's various units are broken down anto their respective sirengths. The “Recruiting
Regiment's” (previously known as the “Training and Replacement Regiment™) strength was cited at 2,230 personnel.
Of this strength, Major Jashkevych reported “that a fair proportion of them were really civilians, such as Todt work-
ers, wha had attached themselves to the regiment, as a means of escaping from the Germans.™ From this regiment, 30
individuals were randomly selected to be interviewed. Of these, nearly a third stated that they had been working in
varions factories in Germany prior to entering the Training and Replacement Regiment.

In conelusion, the commission's report stated that of the four main motives found for enlisting into the Divi-
sicn, one included “as a preferable akternative to forced labour. etc.” (For the complete report see Boshyk, pp. 233-
240).

8 Personal discussion with the Krokhmaliuk brothers.
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examuation of lus speech reveals that the Reichsfithrer made no ecferences to any exterminations, nor did Himmiler
“congratulate” anyone for “rndding” any specific nationality or group of people.

‘To begin with, Himmler could never have made such a remark because until his arrival to Neuhammer in mid-
May 1944, excluding Kampfgruppe “Beyersdorff’s” limited deployment to what was then Northeastern Peland,
Himmler was fully aware that the Division was strictly training and had never operated in Ukraine. This is evidenced
by & series of iraining organizational orders issued by none other than Himmler himself.

As for Vasylenko's remarks about what Himmler said in Neuhammer, Styrkul (another Soviet propagandist}
offers a wtally different version. Styrkul writes: “In his [Himmier's] address to the command personnel, Himmler
praised the Dvision's willing panticipation in slaughtering the Polish population. But the address was nol free of
reproach: for it was on our owa injvative (said Himmler) that the Jews in Galicia had been wiped out. Too bad! The
residents of Galicia, now in the SS, should have shown more initiative in these undertakings even before, let alone
after, they joined theranks.” (Styckul, We Accuse, Kiev: Dnipro Publishers, 1984), p. 206.

So whereas Vasylenko cites how Himmler congratulated the Division’s personnel for “considerably ridding the
Ukauine of Jews,” Styrkul cites how Himmler “praised™ the Division's willing participation in slaughtering the Polish
populatiou but then scolded the Division’s personnel for Yacking “initiative” in slaughtering Jews before and afier
Joining the Division.

_ Clearly, between Vasylenko and Styrku, two major contradictions exist. But Styrkul’s remark that “Himmler
praiscd the Division’s participation in slaughtering the Polish population” is, as Vasylenko's remark, totally false,
While Himmler did state that if he ever released the Division, the Galician volunteers would probably slaughter the
Poles, his remark was refuted by Paliiv, one of the few Ukrainian officers at the reception and one proficient in
German, Reminding Himmler thar Galicia’s voluateers did not join the Division to slaughter Poles, Patiiv simulta-
neously chastised the Nazi policy of instigating Poles and Ukraimans against one another:

For historical clarity, &t no time during Himmler's address did the Reichsfiihrer ever praise, or chastise, Ihe
Division for nither *; ing” or *lacking an initiegive™ to slaughter Foles, Jews, or anyone else.

.. 35. Visti, 1968, No. 5-6, pp."s 42-43. See also Veryha's, “Nasha Vocnna Memuarystyka” [Our Military Mem-
oirs], Viser, 1984, No. 3,p. B]. Personal discussion with Yuriy Krokhmaliuk. Krokhmaliuk, who was not present at the
speech, stated that he bearned of Paliiv’s rebuttal later that same day.

36. Visri, 1968, No. 5-6, p. 43. Krokhmalink, who did not witness the above incident, could not recall the name
of the officer who congranetated Paliiv.

37.On 5 April 1944, suictly fof reasons of tactical simplicity, Army Group “South’ was redesignated into two
Arnmy Groups: Army Group “North Ukraine” and Army Group “South Ukraine.”

38. One such maneuver invelved a counlerattack against a Fictitious Soviet army — the 15th Mechanized Army.
With a fictional $7th Infantry Division on its right flank and the Znd Tank Division on its left flank, the “Galicia™
Divishoi was to halt and repulse a communist advance against the city of Strans. In the ensuing counteranack, 1n
which the entirc Division participated, the Soviet thrust was repulsed. Liubornyr Ortyns"kyi, “Polkovi Vpravy™ [Regi-
mental Maneuvers], Visri Kombatanta, 1951, June, No. 6 (8).

39. Do Viis'kovoi Upravy Halychyna. Viddil Naborui Dopoviienniau L'vovi. Ch: 39/44. L'viv, dnia 17, travnia
1944. Sprava; Dobrovol'sia Shupianoho Myhaila, [To the Galician Military Board’s Recruitment and Replacement
Section. Reference: Volunteer Shupian, Myhailo. No. 39/44, Lviv, 17 May 1944}, (Signature illegible}
_ According to Roman Hayetskyj, prior to the 1941 Nazi-Soviet Wat, Shupian had become a strong OUN sympa-
thizer. Hayetskyj was unsure to what extent, if any, Shupian was involved with the OUN, but it was rumored that
Shupian was a possible OUN informant and/or courier to the UPA.

40. Heike personally leamned of this operation from Gunther D’ Alquen, the editor of an SS newspaper entitled
‘Das Schwarze Korps™ {The Black Corps). Tn 1944, Himmler also appointed D' Alguen to-run the Wehrmacht's propa-
ganda campaign. For additicnal information on [’ Alquen and his role in the Nazi hicrarchy sec Robert Wistnich's,
Who's Who In Nezi Germany (N.Y.: Bonanza Books, 1982), pp. 42-43.

41. Heike, Englished., p, 28. According to Yuriy Krokhmalkiuk, members of the Division, including Krokhmaliuk,
were sometimes involved in anti-Soviet broadcasts. In a humorous manner, Krokhmaliuk recalled how once, in Aus-
tria in 1945, as he began to broadcast with a bull-horn, he immediately heard from the other side this reply: “Good
moming, Me Krokhmaliuk. Listen, we've heard it all before, So either you come up with something new. of just
forget it Krokhmaliuk never did state which course of action be took.

42. Heike, English ed . p. 28,
43, Ihid.
44. 1bid. Heike, unfortunately, did not elaborate on what areas were discussed but undoubtedly, these topics

were covered: the Division’s sirengths and weaknesses; its combat capability; deployment problems; UPA's effect on
the Division; possible desertions; and the positive and negative consequences of the Divisions return te Galicia.
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45. Heike, English ed., p. 36.

46. Ibid. Although Heike makes no reference to the “Prinz Eugen” system, Heike cites the Division would
“entrench in the second line in the Brody disiricr.” {P. 37). This second Jine encompassed the ‘Prinz Eugen’ system.

47 Verordnungsblatt der Waffen-8S, 8§ Jahrgang Bertin, 15.8.44, Nr. 16, Z. 476; Yuriy Krokhmaliuk, Vist/,
1977. No. 5-6, p. 51; Bender und Taylor, Vol 4, pp. B-9; 32-33.

48. Visri, 1977, No, 5-6, p. 51; Bender and Tuyior, Vol 4, pp. 8-9

49. Heike, English ed., p. 36, Oleh Lysiak, ed., Brody - Zbirnyk Statei i Narysiv [Brody: A Collection of
Stories and Essays] (Munich: Published by the Brotherhood of Soldiers of the 18t Division of the Ukrainian National
Army, 1951), p. 65; Veryha, Along the Roads, cites "by the end of June 1944, the Division completed its training and
was deployed to the eastern front.” {P. 186). In a personal discussion with Krokhmaliuk, the former staff officer
recalled “excluding Freitag and a few others who lefi shostly before, the Division began 1o move eastward on Z8 June,
and continued to do so for nearly a week afterwards.” According to Ready, p. 369, the Division received jts combat
orders on 28 June 1944, Reports of the Divasion being on the Pidhirtsy-Zolotschiv road ou 13 June 1944 are incomect.

50. A1 no time did the “Galicia™ Division, or any of its members, ever serve in Normandy, or France, in the
summer of 1944 agajust the westemn Allies as alleged by Dimitri Simes in “The Destruction of Liberty” in Christian
Sctence Monitor, | 3 February 1985,

51. Der Hohere SS und Polizeifilhrer im Generalgouvernment, Befehlahaber der Ovdnungspolizei. Akt. Z.:
Abt. 1TTb (1) 2795 d—Tgb. Nt 1441/44 (g.). Betr.: Obernabme des Schutzmannschafis-Batl. 204 indie Galizische SS-
Freiwilligen-Division. Krakau, den 22 Jan. 1944. (Signed Himmler). A copy of this order was also dispatched to
Berlin. According to Roman Kolisnyk, the possihulity exists that the acual transfer was delayed by Cracow’s Higher
Police Leader. According to V. Tatars’ky1. the 204th Schutzmannechaft Battalion was transfemred to the Division
“Galicia" in mid-1944. Sce Pid Cholyrma Praparamy [Under Four Flags], (Munich: Buchdruckerei u. Verlag, 1983),
p- 148, As for the battalion's officers and non-commissioned officers, of whom the majority were German, Tatars'kyi
cites that they were transferred to the 205th Schutzmannschaft Battalion. (Ibid). For additional information on the
204th Battalion, as well as the difficulties its Ukrainian personnel experieaced with German cadre personnel, see pp.
133-148.

52. According to Tatars'kyl, the 204th was acvually formed in Heidelager. (Pid Chotyrma Pruporamy, p. 133).

53. Reports of men {(or members of their families) briblng buth German and Ukrainian officials to avoid mili-
tary service are true. To cite an example: shortly before Easter in 1944, a woman appeared in an examination center.
Her intent was to remove ber son who, the day before, was examined and found medically fit for military service and
was still on the premuses awaiting to be shipped out to Neuhammer. Secing ber pleas were falling on deaf ears, the
woman returned shortly afierwards with a young and healthy pig. Informing the doctor that “Easter is approaching
and a meat shortage is in existence,” the doctor got the hint. Picking up the telephone, be called for the voluntess to be
sent back for “re-examination.” Informing the woman toleave e pig and return home, the doctor “re-examined” the
young man, slamped his papers as “ubqualified for military service” and sent the crying volunteer back to his mother.
Perhaps the matter would have remained hushed-up, but in the cnsuing days, the woman went around the county
bragging sbout ber success and encouraging others to do likewise. (Personal discussion with Roman Hayetskyj).

$4. Unknown to Khronoviat, the 8,000 at Wandern were in the process of being sent to Neuhammer.

55. Needless tosay, Khronoviat's job was not an casy onc, and under no condition could Khronoviat be faulted
for the very large numbers of men who earlier had enlisted in grand ceremonics, inflated the figures to 80,000, but
Tater sou