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PART I

THE EARTH A PLANE.

B y  J O H N  E . Q U I N L A N ,  7, Charlwood Place, Pimlico, London, S.W.

I t  is an  unquestionab le  fact th a t the earth  is an ex tended  plane 
with an irregular land  surface, a n d  no t o f spherical o r g lobular 
shape with two flattened en d s as scientists and  astronom ers assert 
in  their speculations, a n d  m ost people believe. N either is it pt-ar- 
shaped , as Professor VV. J . S o llas suggested as recently  as the 
24th  M ay, 1906, a t th e  R o y al Institu tion , A lbem arle S treet, 
L ondon .

T h a t th e  earth  is flat can  be  verified by our senses from every 
po in t o f view. P ractica l dem onstra tions can b e  given o f th is 
shape w hich should  satisfy every unprejudiced and  reasonab le  
m ind ; an d  there are num erous references in G o d 's  H o ly  W ord 
— the B ib le— to an earth  o f th is shape.

I am aw are th a t one o f th e  first questions th a t g lobites wi)l 
pu t to m e is : H ow  can ships sail round  th e  world if it is no t a  
g lo b e?  In  answ er to  th is query , please no te  th a t ships can n o t 
sail ro u n d  th e  w orld on  a  un iform  course, w hether th e  world be  
a globe or a  plane. T h is  is im possib le e.xcept in a la titude  which 
is south of C ape H o rn . L and  w ould in tervene on every uniform  
course th a t lies betw een th is extrem e southerly  la titude  and  th e  
■Arctic regions. B ut w hen a irsh ips shall have been  b rough t to  a 
high s ta te  o f  perfection , a g lobe-tro tte r will be ab le  to  sail round  
th e  world on a  uniform  course b y  getting in to  one from a sailing 
ship w hen land  was in th e  way, a n d  out o f it, back in to  an o th e r 
sailing ship w hen w ater was reached .

T h e  m agnetic com pass, th a t w ould help  the g lobe-tro tter to  
keep on his course, always p o in ts  to th e  m agnetic no rth  when 
there are no local a ttrac tions. T h e  m agnetic north  is near the 
N orth  Pole. T h e  N orth  Pole is th e  cen tre  o f th e  extended  plane 
— the earth — an d  no t one  o f th e  two flattened ends of a  g lobular 
world as is so often asserted .

I t  was n o t by w hite sc ien tists  and  astronom ers tha t the 
m agnetic a ttrac tion  tow ards th e  N orth P o le  was discovered, bu t 
by learned  C hinese who knew  th en , as the ir offspring know' noW; 
th a t the earth  was flat.



T ake a  piecc of cardboan .1 an d  trace  a  circle on  it w ith  a  pair 
o f dividers. T h e  centre po in t o f th a t c irc le  w ould rep resen t the 
position o f the North Pole  on th e  flat ea rth , th e  c ircu lar line th e  
sou thern  extrem ity o f tha t earth , an d  no t th e  South  Pole. T h ere  
is no such point, and  there n ev er can be, as th e  alleged South  
Pole. D raw  ano ther circlc from th e  sam e cen tre , so as to  be 
m idway betw een tha t point an d  th e  extrem e circle, an d  this 
m iddle circle would represent th e  E q u a to r.

P lace  a m agnet near th e  cen tre  o f th e  circles and  a  sensitive 
need le  anyw here within the ou ter circle, an d  th e  need le  w ould be 
bound  to  po in t tow ards the cen tre . T h is  m ust be so. A  right 
angle on th e  right side o f th e  n eed le  p o in ts  east, a  right angle on 
th e  left side west, and the  opposite  end  o f th e  need le  po in ts to 
th e  south .

P lace one leg of j'our d iv ider in the cen tre  po in t an d  the o ther 
leg near th e  sensitive needle on its right side ; th en , by m aking  a 
circular sw'ecp w'ith th a t leg o f th e  d iv ider till it touched  the  
needle on  its left side, an easterly  course W'ould be  traced  round  
th e  flat earth . R e v e r s e  th e  opera tion . F rom  th e  left side o f the 
needle m ake a circular sweep back to  its righ t side, an d  a 
westerly course round  th e  flat ea rth  w'ould be traced.

I t  is therefore possible to ou tline an d  eventually  traverse a 
uniform  course round  a flat earth  by m eans o f a seagoing ship 
an d  a  navigable airship.

W hen the  petro l launch sails ro u n d  th e  islands th a t s tand  in 
th e  cen tre  of the lakes in  th e  parks o f th e  L ondon  C ounty  
Council, E nglish  children  get a  practical dem onstra tion  o f th e  
possibility  o f sailing round  a flat ea rth — th e  islands represen ting  
th e  e a r t h - i n  w ater th a t is always in its natu ral sta te— a d ead  
level.

L et scientists and astronom ers, who assert th a t th e  earth  is a 
globe, give us a practical dem onstra tion  o f th is by p lacing a 
m agnet near the N orth  Pole of an  artificial g lobe an d  a  sensitive 
need le  anyw here on its convex surface. I f  th is be  done it will be 
found a m atter o f im possibility for th e  needle  to  po in t tow ards 
th is N orth  Pole as a  need le  does on the n a tu ra l w orld, and  w ould 
d o  on m y cardboard . Let them  also give us as practical an 
illustration  o f th e  sailing of a sh ip  on a  g lobu lar ocean as I  have 
given of an ocean w ith a  flat' 'surface in my illustration  o f th e  
sailing o f a  petro l launch on level w ater ro u n d  th e  islands in th e  
parks o f th e  L ondon  C ounty  C ouncil.

A sea-going ship could sail ro u n d  th e  navigable world on 
portions o f a uniform  course, say like th e  E q u ato r, in  the 
following m anner. I t  could s ta rt from  th e  east coast of A frica at 
the  E qua to r, and  keep along th e  easterly  course till it rcached
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th e  m any is lands of th e  E ast In d ie s . I t  could  sail ro u n d  each  of 
th e  islands till it got back  to  th e  E q u a to r on th e ir east s id e ; it 
cou ld  then  p roceed  on  its un iform  course across the P acific till 
th e  west coast o f South A m erica was reached. T h e n  by sailing 
southerly  an d  a round  C ap e  H o rn , and  northerly  till it reached  th e  
E q u a to r near th e  m o u th  o f th e  A m azon, it could  pursue  its 
uniform  cou rse  across th e  A tlan tic  O cean an d  the G ulf o f G uinea 
(where it  w ould  cross th e  m erid ian  of G reenw ich), to  th e  west 
coast o f A frica, a n d  by again  sailing southerly  an d  a round  the  
C ape o f G ood H ope a n d  then  northerly  it w ould get back  to  the 
po in t from w hich it s ta rted  ; bu t th e  ship w ould have been saihng 
all th e  tim e along  a  flat ocean , and  never a long a convex or 
g lobular one, a n d  its cap ta in  w ould  have been consu lting  a flat 
chart, an d  never a g lobe to  sail i t  along th e  desired  course.

As it is im possib le for any reasonab le  m an to  im agine such a 
feat as looping th e  loop from  the  ou tside  o f the circular ring , so 
m ust it b e  equally  im possib le  for him  to accep t th e  rid iculous 
dogm a o f a sh ip  sailing round  a globular earth . H e  canno t 
accep t th is w ithout be ing  false to  his reason.

I f  the sh ip  to which I  have referred  had  been  sailing along the  
E q u a to r o f a  g lobular ea rth , every six hours it w ould have been  
in th e  follow ing different positions : A t m idday it w ould be  in 
the horizontal position  in  w hich all ships appear to our view ; 
six hours la te r it w ould be in a  perpendicu lar position , w ith its 
bow p o in ting  d o w n w ard s; a t m idn igh t it w ould be topsy turvey 
upside d o w n ; a t six a .m . it w ould be once m ore perpendicu lar, 
b u t th is tim e w ith its bow  po in ting  u p w ard ; and  a t noon, tw enty- 
four hours la ter, it w ould be back in its form er horizontal 
position .

If, on th e  o th e r h an d , the sh ip  were sailing northerly  from th e  
E quato r a long a m erid ian  : a t six p .m . it w ould be lying on its 
righ t side w ith its m asts in a horizontal position ; a t m idn igh t it 
w ould be upside  d o w n ; at six a .m . it w ould be lying on its left 
side w ith its m asts again in a horizontal p o s itio n ; an d  only a t 
noon , as a t th e  prev ious noon , w ould it be  in the position  in 
which all ships appear to  our view. Tt would be highly am using  
to  a reader if  1 were to  describe  the  hourly positions o f th e  ship, 
bu t un fo rtunate ly  very lim ited  space disallows of my doing so.

A ship lying in  a dock  fully lad en  has only a  few feet o f w ater 
below  its keel. I f  it draw s a t noon i8 ft. 3 in ., th e  m inu test 
observation  fails to  discover the difference in its d rough t w hich 
ough t to take p lace a t m idnigh t when it is upside dow n. W ill 
scientists explain  ?

H aving  m en tioned  th e  m erid ian  of G reenw ich, I m ust point 
ou t, in  connec tion  with th e  alleged interference of the L ondon



C ounty  C ouncil electric generating  sta tion  a t G reenw ich w ith the 
delicate  instrum ents o f th e  R oyal O bservatory , th a t it is the  
R oyal O bservatory th a t should  be rem oved  an d  no t the 
generating  station . An observatory  ough t to  be erec ted  on a 
spo t a t th e  level o f a  large sheet o f w ater, w hich would serve as a 
na tu ra l horizon. G reat B ritain is su rrounded  by such w ater ; bu t 
G reat B ritain is otherw ise unsu ited  for a  p roper observatory  for 
reasons which I give in the next paragraph , an d  also because every 
m eridian th a t passes through G reat B rita in  crosses th e  E q u a to r in 
m id ocean , where a sister observatory canno t be  erected .

All a re  agreed th a t when we have equal day an d  equal n ight 
tw ice a year over th e  earth, th e  sun  is vertical to  the  earth  at th e  
E q u a to r, bu t it is no t generally  know n th a t when th e  sun is in 
th is p o sitio n —called  its equ inox—observers a t 45'^ no rth  la titude  
a n d  45° south la titude  m ust record  4 5 °  as th e  angle o f elevation 
from  the  horizon to  the su n ’s cen tre  at noon , and  th a t th e  spo t 
no rth  o r south o f the E qua to r from w here th e  sun is observed  at 
th is  angle a t noon is the spo t th a t m arks th e  exact d is tance  to  th e  
E quato r as the sun is above th e  E qua to r. T h is  sp o t— on th e  
north  side  of the E q u a to r— is exactly m idw ay betw een th e  E q u a to r 
a n d  th e  N orth  P o le . I t  therefore follows, as a m atte r o f  course, 
th a t th e  exact d istance of th e  sun above th e  E q u a to r a t its 
equ inox  is exactly half the d is tance  betw een th e  E q u a to r and  th e  
N orth  Pole.

Two observatories are therefore ind ispensab le , one  a t th e  
liq u a to r and  th e  o ther 45^ no rth  o r sou th  of th e  E quato r. 
T h ere  are  no such  observatories in existence, an d  1 ven tu re  to 
say, w ithout fear o f con trad iction , th a t th e re  are  only tw o spo ts 
in the w orld  on th e  sam e m erid ian— one a t th e  E q u a to r, and  th e  
o th e r 4 5 °  north  o r south  o f th e  E q u a to r— w here th e  ang le  of 
elevation to  the  sun could be m easured  from  a  n a tu ra l horizon. 
T h e  A stronom er R oyal and  h is fellow -scientists m ay have th is 
opportun ity  of saving their faces by  nam ing  th e  positions o f these  
tw o spots before I  publish  them  la ter on.

W ith obseryatories at these  two spots th e  d is tance  o f th e  sun 
from  th e  earth , w hich is the very foundation  o f all astronom ical 
researches, could b e  known exactly. Scientists an d  astronom ers 
say it is abou t o r nearly 93,000,000 o f miles. H ow  d id  they  
m easure it  ?

H ere  is a  practical illustration  o f th e  infallj'b le m ethod  I  have  
given for finding ou t the d istance of th e  sun  accurately . T a k e  a 
square p iece  of p a p e r ; each o f th e  four corners form s an  ang le  
ot 9 0 '’, an d  together a  total of 360° ; th e  sam e as th e  degrees o f 
a  circle. T h e  four sides of the paper are  o f equal leng th . F o ld  
th e  paper diagonally , and  it becom es o f triangu lar shape . T h e



triangle th a t it form s is no t only a righ t-angled  triangle, b u t one 
th a t has its d iagonal a t an  angle o f 45° o r one h a lf o f 9 0 '’. As 
the four sides w ere o f equal length , the two sides th a t are a t the 
right angles rem ain  o f equal length .

H o ld  up th e  triangular paper before you w ith one p ro longed  
side o f th e  righ t angle po in ting  tow ards th e  cen tre  o f th e  heavens, 
a n d  th e  o th er tow ards th e  N orth Pole, and im agine th e  com er 
po in ting  upw ard  to be th e  sun a t its equ inox  a t noon  : tha t 
po in ting  no rthw ard  to be  the sp o t on the  earth  w hich is 4 5 “’ 
no rth  o f  th e  E q u a to r ; an d  th e  th ird  co rner to  be th e  spo t a t the 
E q u a to r w hich is perpendicu larly  u nder th e  sun a t noon  w hen at 
its equinox. T h is  clearly dem onstra tes th a t th e  spo t from w here 
the sun can b e  seen a t noon  a t an angle o f 45° above th e  horizon, 
is a t exactly th e  sam e d istance from  th e  E q u a to r as th e  sun  is 
above th e  E q u a to r, and  n o t a foot m ore or less. A nd w hether 
the earth  be g lobular o r flat th e  sam e m ethod  answ ers for 
ascertain ing th e  exact d is tance  o f th e  sun.

Scientists an d  astronom ers who hold to  the g lobular world 
theory  have th en  no excuse for saying the sun is ab o u t or nearly  so 
m any m illions o f miles away w hen there  are two spots with 
natural horizons even on a  globular world for ascerta in ing  th e  exact 
d i s t a n t .  A nd it is w ith their uncertain  d is tance  of th e  sun th a t 
they m easure th e  d istances o f o ther heavenly bodies. H ow  m uch 
better to  have an  accura te  an d  reliable base with which to  m ake 
these m easurem ents. A re scientists and  astronom ers ignoran t of 
th is m ethod  ?


